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LIFE OF MILTON. 



JLHE monuments^ wliich, in 1694» were still 
visible in Milton Church, near Abingdon, in Oxfoid- 
shire, attest the antiquity of our poet's family.* 
One of his ancestors took part in the wars of York 
and Lancaster; and suffered the setraestration of 
all his estates, except such as he held by his wife. 
John, the grandfather of our poet, was keeper of 
the forest of Shotover; and so bigoted a Roman 
CathoHc, that, finding an English Bible in the 
chamber of lus son John, he disinherited him for 
apostacy. John came to London; and, enga^ng 
in the profesmon of a scrivener, became so wealthy 
as to purchase houses in man^ parts of the city, 
and was able to retire from busmess many years be- 
fore his death. He married Sarah Bradshaw,f the 
descendant of a Welsh family; by whom he had 
three children, — John, the poet, Christopher, and 
Ann. 

• Life of Milton. By F^ward Phinipi, hit nenhew, 1«94. God- 
win's Lives of the PhiUiptes. Lond. 1815. Apn. IL p. 312. Tliere 
is some doulat on this subject. The Re<r. Mr. Todd was told by the 
Hev. Mr. Jones, that in the registers of Milton, the name or BfU- 
ton is not to be ibund. It is aided, that the Mikon, alluded to by 
Phillips, i» in Berkshire; and Dr. Newton says, be searohed in vain 
tor the monuments here mentioned. Todd's Edition at MiIton*s 
Toetical Works, 7 Tob. Lond. 1809. vol. i. p. 3. note. So it b in- 
ponible to find MiltMi's own grave stone ; and the plain reason m, 
that it was removed in 1679. Anb. Ap. Godw. p. 340. 

t Toland has it Sarah Caston. Life of Miltou, London. 1761. p. 4. 
The family name seems to have been CaHw; but Kv!qk«« vhm> va^ 
upon the authority of Chri«oi»Viet^\\UWi,V«tus«L,^adnX^B»'»'S»^ 
.AiUton's father wu a Bradthow. OtAw Kw.'*'»»^« ^t'^^'^SSS 
ffceLifeofMUton. By JohtvKuVwi^'e.tu^. ^«t«^«^^ 
MS, copy in the Aihmoteau^\ns«ativ^^\OiSLow>'W****' 

VOi.. vii. A. 
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ChriBtopher wm early placed as a student in 
Middle Temple ; of which he lived to be an anc 
bencher. During the civil war» he adhered tc 
king^s party; and» when the parliament bee 
victorious, he was only enabled to resume hit 
station at the Temple, by the intercession oj 
brother, John. He was of a modest and quiet 

gosition : his body, too, was feeble ; and, beir 
tted, on both these accounts, for the diglaiiUi 
of the bar, he devoted himself entirely to the [ 
tice of the chamber. He obtained, at leng^, 8 
small employment at Ipswich ; and, at the accei 
of king James the Second, was made a baro 
^e Excheauer, and a judge of the Common P 
But the aboication of James deprived him of 
these offices; and he went back to the practic 
lawi spending the terms at the Temple, and 
vacations at Ipswich. He was alive in 1674.* 

Ann was given in marriage, with a considei 
dowry, to Edward Phillips, of Shrewsbury; 
became secondary in the Crown Office; am 
whom she had several children. Two sons 
survived; and they were both educated by 1 
uncle, John Milton, the subject of this men 
who was bom at one of his father's houses, ci 
the Spread Eagle, in Bread Street, London, '. 
9th, 1608, at a quarter past six in the morr 
He was early put under a private tutor, of the i 
of Young. In 1619, we are told by Aubrey,f 
schoolmaster was a Puritan, in Essex, who cu 
hair short;' and who, we may add, was prob 
the first to give his pupil's mind a turn of thin! 
upon religion and politics, which he certain!; 
herited from none of lus ancestors.^ We k 

•MiI(ou*tNunciipfttiTeWill, &c Todd, vol. i. p, 165. 

t Aub. Ap. Godw. at sup. p. 337. 

i Wood calti this the *Comtniuee Cut.* Fast Ox. toI. it. 
Milion took care to preserve lut ovin * c\u%\etVivi^ VK>inC tin^ 
stMndbfg the example o( hU retctc^i mm«tKv. 
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from the same authority,* that MSlton ah*e«d3r com- 
posed verses; studied hard; rose early, and retired 
late. He sometimes continued at his books till 
twelve or one o'clock at night; and his father or- 
dered the maid to sit up for him. 

He was some time under the care of Mr. Gill, at 
St. Paul's School; and, on the 12th of February, 
1624, 1625, he paid his ten shiUings and eight pence 
for admission, as a minor pensioner, into Cnrist's 
Collegfe, in Cambridg^.f He had already acquired 
ft criticsd knowledge of the Latin; and the ele^es, 
which he composed in that language, have gamed 
him the reputation of being the first Englishman, 
who wrote such verses with purity and elegance. 
The precaution of affixing the dates is ' a boast,' 
wliich we can easily excuse ; nor is it a proof of 
egregious vanity, that he should use the date of 
tineen until he is sixteen.^ It was about the time 
of his admission into college, that he versified the 
114th and 116th Psalms ; which he thought it worth 
while topubUsh. In the first year of his residence, 
his sister Ann lost an infant child. Milton composed 
its elegy; and BIr. Godwin not only thinks, that we 
have here * a foretaste of the sort of writer he was 
afterwards to become' — ^but has transcribed two 
stanzas, which he supposes 'pecuUarly' excellent; 
and hardly durst call the death of that child < unfor- 
tunate,' which could be assured of having such lines 
viTitten upon it.§ We have little sympatlr)r with 

* Aub. Aj>. Gk)dw. at rap. pp. 337. 330. 

t Reg. Coil. Btreh*t Life ofMUton, 17^, p. 3. Dr. JolinsoB nys 
he en t wed at a sixer. 

X Juhnion*s Life. Or. Johnson sayi, FolHian gare Milton the 
example; and Mr. Todd sayi, Lucan gave Politian the example. 
£tt mihi, eredei meis animo* conitantknr anim 
C^uamvis nunc juvenile decus mihi pingere malat 
Coeperit, et mmdum vicessima venhrit aetai. 

4 Godw. Phh. pp. 3, 3. He has TdliaDA, ^v« ^«d^ ^i^^aBv^^*^^ 

otbers, on ha side. 



« UrS 09 KILTOK. 

Mr. Godwin, in this respect ; and we know not what 
'sort of writer* Milton would have become^ if be 
had always composed such verses as these >— 

Tet can I not fienwade me thoa art dead, 
Or that thy come eomiptt in eiirth*s dnk wombe, 

Or that thy beaatiet lie in wormie bed 
Hid fmnn the world in a low delrrd tombe» 
Conid for pit tie thee so strictly doom ? 

Oh« no ! for something in thy fViee did shine 

AboTe mortalitlc, that shewed dioa wast dirine. 

We do not pretend to know wliat is meant by 
thcr>e two last lines; and tlie two last of the other 
stanza are still more incomprehensible. 

Then thou, the mother of so sweet a child, 
Her false, imagined loss cease to lament, 

And wisely learn to curb thy sorrows wild ; 
Thbik what a present thou to God hast sent. 
And render him with patience what he lent ; 

This if tbuo do, he will an offspring give, 

That till the world's last end shall make thy name to live. 

MiHon does not appear to have been, at first, a 
favourite in his college. He received no fellow- 
ship ; and, on one occasion, was obliged, it seems, 
to undergo the chastisement of the rod.* ' Much 
controversy and spleen (says Mr. Godwinf ) have 
been expended upon this anecdote of Milton's hav< 
ing been whipped at college; and Dr. Johnson, 
with his characteristic malignity, professes himself 
'* ashamed to relate, what he fears is true, that Mil- 

* Anb* Ap. Godw. utsup. * His first tutor there waf Mr. Chapell, 
from whom receiving some unkindness [whipt him]. lie was at\er- 
wards (though it sectned opposite to the rules of the college) trans- 
ferred to the tuition of oue Mr. Tovell, who dyedparson of Lutter- 
worth.* p. 339. This part of the MS. is headea ' From his bro. Chr. 
Milton.* 

tid. ibid, note &. 



ton WM one of the kit studenU in either utuver- 
ai^ that Buffered the public indignity of corponi 
correction." Eimtiaa, for fean la true, read htpa 
nkt Bs true.' The reader now expects to aee the 
Btain wiped tway ; but, instead of endearouring' to 
inrslidatc the anecdote, Hr. Godwin proceeds to 
prove, beyond all doubt, what Dr. JohniOD only 
'feared' was true, ' For mj part, (»ays he,) 1 am 
not dispoBcd to controvert tiae anecdote. It is re- 
lated by Aubrey, the sincere and affectionate lorer 
of the person of Hilton, upon the authority of 
Christopher Milton, MiHon's brother, with whom 
the poet lived in friendship, and who attested it 
niter his death.' Then follows a note of two quarto 
pages ; in which Hr. Godwin only shows, that he is 
chagrined at the in^gtuty; and, though coa>"~ " 
that it was suffered, yet angiy, that any body si 
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m Wood, (Miy> Mr. WknunJ ibi 

_ «t CoUeg^ Oifbtdj oncnnni a . 

Heat* Vaas, ibowiis UnurlT too fcrwiid, pngmtinl, uid cod. 
■eiicdi mujnWdr wbinid br ihi cenm in ibo enllnR Inn. 
AdkO]i.niirii.p.«(l«. & *ln Ufe of Buhiuit. p. sos. ^ l«m 
IVom wBie ouDowiipI Mpoi id' AuliRr tbe taiiaauj, mho wm 
• (odoM <# Trii^ ColMt, Oiftanl, nai jcan from IMI, ' dial 
a,Oiibid,a>id,llKgcK,uC«mli£hcike nd wu OoqaciiilT 
M(d byOc twm mi deuui ud Dr. PoCKr, wfailoaintDtoC 
'lUoilT CoUbr, I kiun n|;ht wpLl» f<ru Aubref ftofgrdioo;) 
vkhit ail ptiifli with fail iwnti by fabdde, when K came to tite 
Ui Inte or hiu 10 £0 to Tbc Lnut oT courL' Id the itstjitci of die 
nfdfioUon, tiTmia J5f^ ibe icholtn of Iho finndilioB uttv 
dena 10 Ee vUgmd bj ike duni, or union, ercn lo thdr t*«i' 
(M> V«r. IB (bo qnJTOiAr HiluRi ot Oiibcd, oom^ilHl is3f , 
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nkmi bo mat to OuibiUn, mi mily ■ Inf sT fifecD. The 
nihiR of ID old |iam|iHet,%t'<^de/ no Sainii imt Kirwn. nu 
■hat Hudi FeHn, kHIc u Tnnity Collfge, vu puliBcly mi 

oOciiUrwIuppnliBibc Ax<^'*''>'<<'b[l>liiniDknee.' Ur.Toild 
-itinprm onaiher miimaDy, lDCb.3T, of rhe lOmMt of Qiiitl 

ColleKe, it ii prorlded, Ilni, fi 

Dntd; li lanicaoduHniJiUTtri 

p. I*. It apimin, Ui»tMilUH., _.. 

■ii'toofomart.pti>imnte»l, andcwtiw 
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From some Latin venes to Charles Diodafti, on& 
of his schoolfellows^ Mr. Wharton, knd Dr. Johnson 
after him, think it is» also, <phdn that Milton had 
incurred nistication» a temporary dismission into 
the country, with perhaps the loss of a t^rm.' Mr. 
Godwin is ag^n enrag^; and, though he does not 
undertake to disprove the interpretation, he is, we 
think, much more entitled to be angry in this case. 
than in the former. Milton says, 

Me toiict urtn reflua qaun Tktniiui allait unda, 

.Mcqne ncc inTitam patria dalcts Inbet. 
Joan nee araBdUvram mihi tun rev wcr e Camuro, 

Nee liudum Tetiti me laris aagit amor. 
Nnda nee aira iriaeent. ambnuque negantia moUcj- 

Qfiun maid nuebicolM cooTenit ille loeu* ! 
Nee dun libet uique minas peiferre magburj, 

Caeteraqae ingenio non subeanda meo. 
Si sit hoc eiUium patrios adiste penates, 

£t vacaara curis otia grata lequi, 
Non ego Tel profugi nomen, sortemvc recuso. 

Laetus et exilii conditiooe flruor. 
O utinam vates nunquam graviora tolisKt 

IIlc Tomitano flibiUs exal agro ; 
Non tune lonis qaicquam cessisset Horaero, 

Neve foret victo laus tibi prima, Maro ! 

From the frequent mention of exile, and from the' 
use of the words vetiti laris, there is little doubt, that, 
when Milton wrote this elegy, he had quitted the 
university against his will. But he does not declare, 
as Dr. Johnson thinks, ' that he is weary of enduring 
the threats of a rigorous master:' it is not 'some 
thing else,' but some things else, that his genius 
could not undergo ; nor can we admit, that, by these 

own for academical insCniction. Hayley's Life of AGIton, Load. 
1796. * For me, (oud the poet afterwardO I have detenmned t» 
Uy up, as the best K^ce and treasure <n a good old age, if God 
Touehsafc it me, the honest liberty of a ^ rcf tpttchftmti my youth,* 
Work% in Prose, 1698. To\.\.p.tao. 
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other things, besides threats, the author * probably' 
meant 'punishment.' His design seems to have 
been, to compare the pleasures of the country with 
those of a college ; and, on this account. Dr. John- 
son should not have omitted the two essentia] lines, 
be^nning with mida nee arva. The threats of a 
rigorous master are not intended for himself parti- 
cularly ; neither is it at all evident, that the * other 
things' are designed to refer exclusively to those 
* threats.' Milton begins to enumerate the miseries 
of Cambridgfe ; and, after mentioning some of the 
most prominent, includes the rest under the com- 
prehenave et cetera. The elegy closes with a reso- 
lution of returning some time to Cambridge ; and 
it is upon this combination of circumstances, that 
Dr. Johnson founds his conjecture of Milton's rusti- 
cation. If Toland is to be credited,* the interpre- 
tation is decisively contra^cted by the fact, that this 
elegy was written after Milton had taken has second 
degree, and wlule he was reading with his father 
at Horton, in Berkshire. We believe Diodati, his 
schoolfellow, was then a student of medicine ; and 
that he was himself at home, appears from the ex- 
'pression, patrios adisse penates. 

We shall now propose our own conjecture. Mil- 
ton * went to the university (we prefer to use the 
language of Dr. Johnson) with a design of entering 
into the church, but in time ahered lus mind; for he 
declared, that whoever became a clei^^yman, must 
'* subscribe slave, and take an oath withal, which, 
unless he took with a conscience that could not 



* Life of Milton, p. 7. To1aiid*a sources of infoiinaiion were 
both ample and genuine. 'I learnt som particulan,* says he, 
' from a person that had Ud onee his anmnuenos, whkh were 
confirm^ to me by his daughter now dwelling in London, and bv 
a letter written to one at my desire from his last wife, who is still 
afive. I perusM the papers of one of his nephews ; learnt wli«i 1. 
could in diseoorse with the other; and la&lVv coTVKiuXedi vol^^^^'^ 
acquaintance as, after the best enquVry, v n?w ^^^fcV^Svviw^v, 
pp» S, 4. 
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retell, he must straig:ht perjure liimself. He thought 
it better to prefer a blameless silence before the 
office of speaking, bought and beg^n witli servitude 
and forswearing." His unwillingness to eng^age in 
the ministry, perhaps not yet advanced to a settled 
resolution of declining it, appears in a letter to one 
of his friends, who had reproved his suspended and 
dilatory life, which he seems to have imputed to aii 
insatiable curiosity, and a fantastic luxury of various 
knowledge. To this he writes a cool and plausible 
answer, in which he endeavours to persuade him, 
that the delay proceeds not from the delights of 
desultory study, but from the deare of obtaining 
niore fitness for his task ; and that he goes on, not 
taking tliought of being late, so it g^ves advantage 
to be more fit.' 

We have before mentioned, that Milton came 
away witliout a fellowship ; and perhaps the reader 
lias already anticipated us in the supposition, that, to 
lake the requisite oath and subscribe the thLrty-nine 
articles, being among tlie tilings to which ftfilton's 
a»pirit could not submit, he was sJlowed to go home ; 
examine the subject ; and try to think better of these 
qualiiications. It does not appear, tliat the disfavour 
of his first master extended to any otlier member of 
the faculty ; and, w^hen, as we have seen, they would 
condescend to violate the rules of college, by trans- 
ferring him to another,* there can be little doubt, 
that he was highly esteemed by tlie majority. In- 
deed, it is weU known, that, at both universities, a 
good Greek and Latin scholar could seldom do 
amiss; and, if any undergraduate might claim im- 
punity in this respect, it was certainly John Milton. 
When he offered himself for a feUowship, there- 
fore, there was probably no impediment to his suc- 
cess, but an unwilhngness to sign the articles, and 
take the oath. 

• See abo\e, \ia?p 4, no^% 
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Our conjecture seems to be warranted by his 
ewn testimony. In an Apology against a pamphlet, 
sapposed to have been written by the son of Bishop 
HaU, he takes 'occasion to acknowledge publicly 
with all grateful mind, that more than ordinary fa- 
vour and respect, which I found above any of my 
equals, at the hands of those courteous and learned 
men, the fellows of that college wherein I spent 
some years : who at my parting, after I had taken 
two degrees, as the manner is, signified many ways, 
how mucli better it would content them that I would 
stay; as by many letters full of kindness and loving 
respect, both before that time, and long after, I was 
assured of their singular good affections towards 
me.' 

It appears, upon the whole, tlien, tliat Milton 
went to the university with a design to enter tiie 
church; that, though he left it, without a fellow- 
ship, he was strongly solicited to stay; and tliat, 
notwithstanding his opposition to the oath and arti- 
cles, he still entertained a resolution at some time 
to return. We can see no means of reconciling 
these circumstances, but upon the supposition, that, 
at the time of writing the lines to Diodati, he was 
residing at home, as a sort of probationer ; and that, 
if, upon investigating the subject, he could satisfy 
himself of the propriety of the required qualifica- 
tions, he should still execute his original determina- 
tion of taking orders. It is upon no other supposi- 
tion, that we can account for the anomaly, remarked 
by his biographers, of remaining at his father's house, 
for more than five years after he had left the uni- 
versity. We learn from himself, tiiat, excepting an 
occasional visit to London to relieve himself with 
its amusements, procure books, and see his school- 
fellows, the whole of this time was given to irvtew^^; 
study;* and his eulo^ts have ivolownXXfc^Xa^^^^ 

*Et tnium rapiunt me mea vUa VvVv— N^"^*^^^- 
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tliat, besides other reading*, he completed, iu 
same period, the perusal of' all the Latin and Gr 
classics. 

However this may be, we think it likely, that 
study and reflection of these five years confin 
the author in those independent views of relif 
and politics, which a part of his early education 
contributed to form ; and for which his subscqi 
life was so eminently distinguished. He conuner 
the investigation of episcopacy, witli a violent ] 
judice against its doctrines and discipline : ci 
thing in his progress was doubtless turiicd in 
most unfavourable light; and he ended, nut me 
with a negative unbelief of its ortliodoxy, — but y 
•A determination to spend his life in hunting' d« 
its absurdities/ By the perusal of the Greek 
Uoman authors, he became, at the same time, ft 
Jiar with the glories of republicanism ;f and 
scorns, at last, to have been convinced, not o 
that mankind would do better witliout a king* < 
church, — ^but that his own scnices would be ii: 
pcnsable, in deposing monarchs, and oveiluri 
religious establishments. 

It was probably the enthusiastic veneration, w1 
he had now conceived for the ancient repub 
that induced liim to undertake apolitical pilgrai; 
1o Rome and Greece.t The time of his setting 

* * Some yean (ta^i he) I hail spent in the stories of those G 
and Koiiian exploitSf wboreui I found many things both nu'ily 
and worthil)- spoken : when coming in the method of timv' to 
age wherein the chnrch had obtained a Christian eroitenir, 
prepured myself as being now to read examples of wisdom 
goodness among those who were foremost in the church, *)(it 
where to be paralleled. But to the amascment of wlvit 1 t-xue 
1 found it quite contrary ; excepting in some vi>ry le« , uoUuni 
ambition, corruption, contention, combustion :— f ndk-ss *>t:a. 
and cotmterplottingi of the bikhopt,* &c. Apolog}'. 

t Aub. App. Godw. p. 344. * His being so conversant in Ljvy 
tlie Roman autliun, and the greatness he saw douiie h}- tlic 
iiianan commonwealth, and the virtue of their great coiMnima 
/rrdnc'c him to write ngVinn raonmT<\»«.'* 

• Ai a cause of Mdtotft jouni«^\i\%;'^^^"^^l»^'»* ^^^ 
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in thought, by Mr. Godwin, to be involved in some 
coidiision. Wlton himself aayi, that, after quitting 
the univer^ty, he remained at home five years ; 
was absent on his travels but fifteen months! and 
returned 'eodem ferme tempore quo Csrolus cum 
Scotia, nipta pace, bellum altenim, quod vocant 
episcopnle, redintegrabat; in quo fuais primo con- 
fl^essu regiis copiis, — malo coactus, non sponte, par- 
lametitiun hand ila multo post convocuvit.' ifilton 
took his master's degree in 1S32: five yean at 
Horton wiU bring us to 1637, when bis mother 
diedi and the first route of king Charles, in the 
second Scotish war, waa at Newbum, in August, 
1640. 'The reauh is,' asMr.Godmn thinks,' 'that 
a period of two years, from the spring of 1637 W 



ttf £i1iriau«iJ, k lEory biii been put ij 
■horn, lint It wu KlwUr ID Mlireiui 
AimoiB Ihiti (o DinAul, bt bji, 

Svptui hk bhndu tpertv 



ii« of knighi^rrantry. 



TiidiDg^iniorc C>ly> I'alud. p.9X wllhl Indy wlmm bir ■CLideiiL' 
■Jlf melt uicJ itevFT Bf>«>ni4s nw.* It wu npon ibpie mitrnali 

nhu, happening one di)' id eacounlH Nlliim iIhiiius under n tree 
lIOmbnc]KE,Hnjtr.mii>] pntinU hit hind. Iblir linpi of SBUiini ; 
uf vbkb ihrr purport «», •Ryety hHnua Bran J JT fiHi- LUI me, 
wbUe clofcdt vlut would pm do, if opoil' Ir ii Bilded, ihm, 

USTdM ihraock ntrr ps" of Ifir. •nUng her b sD Aneiimu. 
int in nig. Hb Hcike nnnHit bHani ioctMunb' ann ind nsfe 
bHttdbjr (te «■« «Urb M lad ft>nH< of U> idunn ndBdRi : 
JUKI h {•, Ikerellm, in hmiw decree (a ha, IhM Ui dwb llmn, and 
■he tamt poUrRlj, ai« iKkhlcd Ibr Um nwit paaknule efliukni 
of Fmdbc Lon.' 11icorMndidkr(irihliiBlch»ooteTt>nih>- 
pn>ieofinmidon;fkr1kehMsn'*fSuner>MlgaBS before: ind 
die BiK MOTT ii told af Looii lie Pancndn, ■ FnnHunui. Itmiy 
hefkindiH Todd't BdMai of MTiim, vol. I. |>. ss, ind in thv 
Phiih if Mm Senid, p. Td. Mr. Oodnin (p, ^Vs, nMe) diibe- 
Tem (keine«Iaie,lienDieUttiiD ii the 'Mthor tl PindUc Lou.' 
We ihDold dmr tbe Act, hetauK ibeie ii no prooT oT it. Milion 
himwir nyi, tint, thsuch Ibere ivere reedt in abuudnore, ibtru 
were no treei u all To dnp undei ia Cimbiidge :— 
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the spring of 1639, is passed over in his n: 
unnoticed.' 

Mr. Godwin commits two mistiikcs, witli 
oversights ; and tlien charges upon IjQlton, 
]ii8 biographers, the confusion, which is im 
only to himself. Afilton does not say, thai 
turned about the time when the royal fore 
defeated; but about the time when the wa 
out; in wliich war, he proceeds to relate, t 
was beaten at the first onset, and obliged ' 
parliament. He must have returned, th 
previously to the rout of August, 1640. In 
cond place, tlie account of Edward Phillip 
which Mr. Godwin is annotating, giN cs us a • 
contradiction of tlie statement, that Milton 
on his travels in 1637. His nephew tells u 
after the term of five years, and tlie deat 
mother, in 1637, that Milton formed the re 
to travel ; and it is some time under the r 
date of 1639, that he is said to have set 
Paris.* 

Neitlier can we think, with ^Ir. Gwlwin, 
part of two years * was spent, like the forme 
at Hoi-lon.' Phillips speaks of l^filton's * 
Iiimself into an equipage for such a desig 
equipage in this case must mean something 
trunks, clothes, and ser\'ants. He was to pass 
France ; and intended to visit both Greece ai 
It was indispensable, therefore, that he shou 
himself famihar with French and Italian ; 
to understand modem Greek ; and have som 
ledge of the manners, habits, and modes of 

* Godwin, App. IL Life of John ^filton. By Edwai 
J '•94. p. 357. * After the said term of five years, his mot 
vinar^nal dnte, 1637,} he nas willing to idd to his acquire 
the obsen-ation of fureip^ customs, manners, and insiitu 
thereupon took a resohition to travel, more especial!^' de 
Italy; and, accordingly, (marginal date, 1539,) with > 
consent and aisistance^ne pnl\v\tnse\{ mto «iv <£^>\\vffk«i 
swell a deu^ ; and sOj mtend»ii^\o tS^Vrj ^^ ^"^1 ^'^^"' 
n'.ir for Pan?.* 
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ferent people, with whom he designed to converse. 
All this could not be achieved in a day ; nor achieved 
in Horton at all. It is probable, therefore, that, 
after the death of his mother, Milton took lodgings 
in London, and spent a great part of the disputed 
time in preparation for his journey. 

There are other circumstances, which migfht have 
convinced his biographers, that !^ton did not leave 
England till some time in 1639. The compUments 
and attentions, which he every where received 
abroad, could only have been given to a man, who 
had already made himself known by his works. 
We cannot suppose, that Milton's Latin poems alone 
had rendered him so famous on the continent. Comuf, 
though written in 1634^ was not published till 1637 : 
Lysidaa appears at the end of the Cambridge Col- 
lections for the following year;* and, accoiding to 
the opinion of Dr. Johnson, the Arcades were writ- 
ten about the same time. The very date of the two 
latter is, perhaps, sufficient to prove that he must 
have been in England in 1638 ;f and, if we allow the 

*Godw Fhh. pp. 5, 6. 

t In the Gent. Mag. Jul. 1792, there is an account of a Bibks 
which is supposed to have lieen the companion of Milton's travels ; 
and in which be occasionally wrote a prediction, after the manner 
of the almanack makers. One is dated at * Canterbury city, 1639. 
Thu year of very dreadfbl commotion, and I weene wit! ensue 
murderous times of conflicting fight.' There is another, in verse, 
u|>on the 1 Maeeab. xiv. 16. * Now when it was heard at Rome, 
and as far as Sparta, that Jonathan was dead, they were very sorry.' 

When that day of death shall come, 
Then shall nightly shades prevalle ; 
Soon diall love and music faile ; 
Soone the fresh turfe's tender blade 
Shall flourish on my sleeping shade. 

These vagne prophecies prove nothing with certainty. Milton 
may have retamed at tlie close of 1639, and have made these ^t:<i:> 
dictions for the next year.— The authentie^t.^ o? \Y«,"K\^fc. «o.^^^ 
the remarks, has been disputed. "We can oiAv w^ ^^'*^ '' ^'^^^'^ '^'^ 
one oftbeSnt things, of which MiliouwouX^VwftCtvX.^^Vi'a^ ^^^ 
fhe rest, tee Gent. Mag. Oct. 170»,¥tV>,n^:j,"VU3CtV'A^^* 
VOL. rii, B 
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neceflsary time for the news of his merit t< 
the literati of France and Italy, it is probab 
he did not start from home till about the be| 
ofthe next year. 

He had some verses printed, indeed, soo 
leaving the university. They composed a 
epitapn upon Shakspeare ; and were publish^ 
the edition of that poet's works for 1632. I 
likely, that he received any distiches or tetn 
from the Italians, on account of this poem, 
eludes with a most frigid conceit, that Shaks 
best tomb is the maible into which he tu 
readers; and, hke all other epitaphs, mak 
poet's monument proclaim the futitity of i 
erection. We have seen it stated, that Shal 
was no very g^at favourite with Milton; 
Mr. Scott's L^e of Dryden^ he is said to li 
proached Charles the First with 'having, 
chosen companion of his private hours, or 
Ham Shakspeare, a player.'* This was pi 
said, when he had become a furious writer 
kings in general. He, then, indeed, made n< 
of lus opposition to the stage ; and, in his D\ 
on the Ukeliest Way to remove Hirelings out 
Churchy one of the chief topics of invective 
practice, among the clergy, of filling up tl: 
sure hours with acting some play.j' He \ 
such an enemy to the drama in his early day 
in his Elegy to Deodati, he says, 

• Vol. i. p. 13. 

t 'In the colleges, (sivs he, in (he Apology for his Anima 
on Smectynmuu*,) <omfln> ofthe young divines, and thu 
apt'tudu to divinity, have been leeu so often on the stage, 
and unboning their cltrgy limbs to all the antie and diUii 
Turesof trinculos, htiffuons, and bauds: )irostituting the 
that ministry, which either thfyhad or were nigh havin 
eyes of conriiers and eourt ladies, with their grooms and 
selies. Tliere. while f hey acted and overacted, among oth 
scholars, I was a six>et£tor; they fhuught themselvtv gall 
and I thought them fools ; they m«de tpott. utwA. V Vka.^ 
ro/spronounced, and I miiWVeo ; *uA \o tuoLVa vi^ ^^« ^^^ 
wt vr out. anti I hht.' 
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£xcl^t hine fe«iim siaaoii pompft theath 
£t roeat «d plaiuoi gamila scena auos. 

Some time in the year 164^, when the earl of 
Bridgewater resided at Ludlow Castle, in Shrop- 
shire, his two sons, Lord Brackley and 1^. Egerton, 
with their sister. Lady Alice Egerton, wlnle passing 
through Haywood Forest, in Herefordshire, were 
overtaken by night, and the lady, for some time, 
lost. The adventure furnished an abundant topic 
of conversation, when they got home ; and, at the 
solicitation of Henry Lawes, who was then teaching 
music in the family, Milton undertook to compose a 
mask upon the subject. It was acted at the cas- 
tle on Michaelmas night; and the two brothers, the 
young lady, and Lawes, each bore a part in the per- 
formance. Lawes composed the music; and was 
afterwards the editor of Comus. The following lines 
are supposed to be meant for that eminent musician ; 
who took the part of Comus. 



-Bat fint I must put off 



These skie robes, spun out of Iris woof; 
And take the weeds and likeness of a swain 
That to the service of this house belongs ; 
And with bis soft pipe, and smooth dittied song. 
Well knows to still the wild winds when ihey roar. 
And luirii the waring woods.—— 

It has been conjectured, that Arcades was acted 
before the countess dowager of Derby, at her seat 
in Harefield, the year previous to the composition 
of Comus* No reason is ^ven for assigning the 
time so precisely; but, as Lady Derby died in Ja- 
nuary, 1636,f the Arcades must at least have been 
written before Comus was published; and, as the 
carl of Bridgewater, who married a daughter of her 

• Todd, vol. Yi. p. 1 4B. ^ Vciv\. 
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ladyship, Hved at a much g^rcater distance from 
ton than the Countess herself, it is likely, that B 
first established his reputation witli the latter; 
being afterwards introNduced to the former, w] 
licited to make a second effort of liis skill. 
Wharton tells us, that the ^rcade» was * acted I 
persons of Lady Derby's own family ;' and Mr. 
conjectiu*cs, that these persons could have be 
other than the same Lord Brackley, Mr. Tl 
and Lady Alice Egpcrton, who performed C< 
It seems, indeed, that they were famous for 
abilities at a mask ; for, in 1633, they assisted : 
performance of Carcw's Caelum Brittanicunk 1: 
the court.* 

In August, 1637, Mr. Edward King, son c 
John King, secrctaiy for Ireland, under quee 
zabeth, James the First, and Charles the Ilrsi 
sailing from Chester to Ireland, when the craz 
sel, in which he had embarked, was split u 
rock, and went to the bottom. A few escaped 
an attempt was made to get Mr. King into tlic 
but we have the most unequivocal evidence 
the attempt proved unsuccessful. He had 
friends in Cambridge ; and his death was lam 
in three Greek, nineteen Latin, and thirteen 
lish poems, l^ton's Lycidaa was at the end « 
<:ollection ; and, though Peck says, tliat it was p 
last in consequence of the autlior's disagree 
with Christ College, Mr. Wharton will have it 
the end of the volume was the place of ho 
King had written some Latin iambics ; and B 
asks, 

VfYiO woald not MDg Tor Lyddts ? He knew 
Hiiutelf to nag, and build the Itfty rhyme. 

(iKTcIand went farther: — 

• Todd, vol. \i. p. iA^. 
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—Oar tears diatt leero the Iri«h aem, 
We fioatiDg iilands, living Hebrides. 

But a Mr. Booth exceeded all the rest; though his 
poem was not published in the collection. He has 
this epitaph upon Mr. King : — 

Heere lies the fore of gentle heartsi 
The cabinet of all the artes. 
Heere lies Grammar, out of which 
Mate fishes learn tht-ir parts of siieech. 
Heere lies Rhetoriche, id! t]ndone» 
Which makes the seas more fluent runne. 
And heci-e Philosophy was drowned, 
Which makes the seas fiir more pntfouad.* 

In all the three poems now mentioned, Milton 
had imitated the Itahan versification; and it was 
probably on account of this preference, that he was 
recompensed with so much extravagant pndse, dur- 
ing his stay in Italy. His reputation must have had 
time to go before him ; and, as his letter of advice 
from Sir Henry Wotton is dated April 13th, 1638,t 
it is probable, that he did not set out till about the 
close of that year, or the beginning of the next. It 
was in this letter that Sir Henry Wotton g^ve Mil- 
ton the famous advice of *I pensieri stretti, et il 
viso sciolto' — thoughts closcy and looks loose; which 
same piece of advice he i^ceived from an old Ro- 
man courtier, and was accustomed to bestow it upon 
all his friends, who were about to travel.l^ This, and 
a Erection as to the best route, are the only advice 
in this famous letter of Sir Henry Wotton. How 
Ifilton followed the former, is well known. Whe- 
ther he adopted the latter, we cannot ascertain. 

He started with a single servant, who accompa- 
nied him throughout ms journey. The Ew^v^Vv 

• Toddf jDl. vj, p. 6. t IhVd. p. Vi^, \ T3oA» 'V* "^^^' 
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•* PhIi ite^fed Um with k 

aad»atlu»own««q||et^ made him acqtudii 
GfOtiuiy who was then embassador from CI 
of Sweden. Vtam Paris he went to Nica 
IQc^ br watm^ to Genoft) thenee to Lej 
Plim aiia to Horeaee; iHiere he remai: 
mn1h% inipectiny its cufiositiesy visitingf 
demieSyandrecemii|peQiiq>limeiits. The» 
of the norentiBe literati conki hardly be n 
a^parate acknowledgmenta. Ifilton, theref 
orer the «^ and makes one compliment i 
all ' Tm eimn Jscobe Gaddi» Carole Dati, 
baUe, Bommatthge, Clementille^ Francu 
romque phuium memoriam apud me sem 
tsm, atque jucondan^ nulla dies delebit.'* 
wrote upon him an Italian ode; and Dati i 
a hibx epistle, in which he is called a seco 
se% wanoering about every where, to leai 
tl^ig^ ftom erery body.f 

Precedii^ bio^|riphers have generally 
each other m statmg^ ^tuAt when Milton yni 
lileo^ he was in the dungeon of the Inquin 
holding doctxines at variance with the esl 
astronomical philosophy. < But Mr. Walkc 
formed me, (tays Mr. Todd,} that Galileo v 
a prisoner in mt Inauisition at Florence, : 
a prisoner of it. On nis arrival at Borne, oi 
aiy the lOtfa, 1633, that iUustrious philosoj 
suirendered Inmself to ihban, who ordere 
be confined, lor Ins philosophical heresy, u 
lace of Triniti de MontL' Five months < 
sonment made him retract his ofnnions; 
confession only procured him a diwnissi 
Borne; and the house of a Monsi^nor Pic 
was asftgned him as his future pnson. AJ 
beginiung of December, 1633, ifowever, he 
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tirely libei^ted ; and, after a short residence at tl 
vilJage of Belloguardo, near Florence, he remove 
to Arceti, — where, as it is supposed, he receive 
the visit of Milton. In an Italian Li/e, by M. Rolli 
it is conjectured, that some passages in Paradise 
JLosty which he supposes to approach the Newtoniar 
philosophy, must have been tiie result of the poet's 
conversations with Galileo and his followers.* 

From Florence lifilton passed through Sienna, 
to Rome ; where he remained another two months. 
I^ucas Holstenius, the Vatican librarian, received 
him with hospitality; and took care to show him 
all the Greek authors, whether published or in ma- 
nuscript, which had undergt>ne his care and emen- 
dation.f It was by his means, also, that Milton be- 
came acquainted with Cardinal Barberini; whose 
attentions to the English poet have been dwelt 
upon, by his English biographers, as a mark of high 
and peculiar ftivour. It appears, however, that the 
(I cardmal did little more than his duty. ' At Rome,' 

^ says Dr. Bargrave, 'every forraig^e Nation halJi 
I some Cardinall or other to be their peculiar guar- 
\ dian ;' and, ' when I was four several times at Rome,' 
he continues, ' this Cardinall Barberini was guardian 
to the English.'^: It is no great wonder, therefore, 
that, in the exercise of this official guardianship, he 
should, with his own hands, lead an English poet 
into a musical entertainment. Milton himself was 
as much deceived as his biographers ; and, esteem- 
ing the circumstance as a mark of especial distinc- 
tion, he afterwards repaid Barberini in a Latin epistle 
to Holstenius. * De caetero, (says he,) novo bene- 
ficio devinxeris, si EmmenHsHmum% Caitunalem quan- 

* Todd, Tol. i. pp. 30, 31. 

t Toland, p. 13. 

X MS. in the Ubnry of the Canterbory cathediaL Todd, y«L\. 
p, 33. note. 

« Thii title wai fint given to the caic^maVft \w^aj?QRTaw\\&cMK&- 
That of IMrane bekmeed to the pop«>* e\i\« uc\ft«« % ^^ n ISo^ 
Aenrijndv con/erred on tlui imme taT<^vuA, %a ^i^« ^^w^-oR^Xx^* 
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li potift 6U«TpmU meo nonoiiie mIiK 
mt^tm yiitutesy rectkrae ttodiuiii, ad pit 
itei^^onines arte liberaka egr^^ compaim 
per miM ob oculot yenatur.' 

AtBonet IGIUmi alio became ac<niainte< 
two Itafian poetic Sehaggi and SaJnlli ; t 
Mdboi% in a dutictk^ makea him equal to B 
Yirgflt and tlie aecond* in a tetraatichy se 
OD^ above both tiie GredL and Roman ] 
even above Ua own Taaao. l^th his hon 
thiek upon hhn» Ifilton departed for Na 
was iuUoduced to Manao, marquis of M 
hemnty who had been the companion of hi 
Hanso was the patron of Tteao; and is 
mentioned, among the princes of Campa: 
twentieth book cfOienmUemme Idberata, 
ceived the defection of a treatise, by the 
thor, intitled Jk JhmeiHa.* He went his 
Idton to view the ciuioaities of the ci^; 
sited him, in perscM^ athislodjpngs; an 
wrotei a distich of Li^n verses, m praise 
thing but his refigion.f If it was for these 

Uiten VOL: wbo, «iys Dr. BugrSTS. * had notlung 
but Csrdnnll Firiroiie. 'When ii tlie Ctrdiiiall FMn 
CoduMll ftdnmet ipwilrti to ilw CndiiMll Pindraiie: 
bMd of bat tlie Cndnmll Ffedrane.* Todi, ToL i. p. 34 
(&ial Bftrberini knew «-hoin he was to caress ; and, 
cone with teoen ta any odMr gaatdteii, he wonl 
laoie ikeijr to diofw hhn oat ofa iBiMieal aMenUT, tha 
UmkMtoit. 'HFhcnlwafOtaoiaewiththeearleor 
(we (tn «se the voids of Dr. BaitraveJ then ondei 
lgiB,af yeareef hriiile,thb Catdisiali Cfe r iiiwfy Kn i 
BOt admit ny hxd or myself to aay avdienee, ihooa 
months* time, tryed srvenU times : and I haaid that it 
tfwt we had reeommendatory letters Iron our ooec 
OmdinaU Coppoales, and another finm the dutMtess 
Ctardinall PenzindGi, and no letten to hha* who was tl 
say If ahe U s ) Roteeter ; and that we Tisitcd them bdbi 
pw 33, note. 

* HiilL ■!». Godw. pp. 350, 300. 

fid. ibid. He would hare been an angel, i 
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that Milton sent back Manaus, the marquis of Villa 
was certainly overpaid. 

The patron of Tasso did our poet a more friendly 
service, by telling him, frankly, that he was too for- 
ward in promulgating his own opinions; and that» 
had he not visited Gauleo, and been less free in his 
speech about religion and poHtics, he would have 
received y^t more and greater marks of distinction. 
While he was preparing to embark for Sicily and 
Greece, he received intelligpence of the civil war in 
England; and, thinking that his own country de- 
manded his first care, he resolved to change his 
destination, and return home. Some mercliants 
now brought him numerous reports of plots against 
his life by the English Jesuits ; and advised him, by 
all means, not to travel by tlie way of Rome. But 
Milton seems to have wanted neither civil nor per- 
sonal courage ;* and, in a spirit of defiance, he set 
out ag^ain for Rome ; resolving, says Toland, to main- 
tjun his doctrines even * under the nose of the pope ;* 
to dispute, whenever there should be occasion, and 
perhaps to fight, if it should become necessary. 
Fortunately, however, the Jesuits had not resolved 
to tnke his life, and the pope gave himself little 
trouble about his opinions. He was permitted to 
live as unmolested, and to speak as freely, as ever; 
and, though he spent two montlis more in Rome, we 
do not find him eng^ed in any adventures, of which 
it has been thou^t worth while to give posterity 
an account. 



* He was repronched vrhh weakness by tbc author of Clamor 
Hejiii Sanguird* ; and he thus answers the diarge : * Neither am I 
<aays be) slender ; tor I was strcmg and capable enoagh in my youth 
to handle my weapons, and to exercise daily fencing : so that, wear- 
ing a sword by my side, as became a gentleman, I thought myself a 
inatch for those that were much stronger, and was not afraid of re- 
ceiving an aftront from any body. I have dill Vbft WEtkfc vsviN vcA 
vigour, bat not the same eyes.' And vie cvnxwit Vwxx wsoa^ ^^^, 
it i$ almost aolely on this occasion, and tot xSoivi tcaLvawa:.vfe«^ ^''"^^ 
iw ever secmf to lament the losa oC Vm 



22 Lipi or xiLToy. 

From Rome he travcUed t}irouB;h Lucca, B< 
aiid Fcrrara, to Venice ; and, t&v.r shippini 
lection of rare books, proceeded thence to S 
to ftfilan, along tlie Poenine Alps, and by La 
man, to Geneva. Dr. Johnson thinks, he no 
aidered hiniself as ' in the metropolis of orthc 
and was happy to * become acquainted wit 
Diodati and I'Ycderick Spanliiem, tw(> l^am< 
fessors of divinity.' Diodati was, indeed, a 
theolofpan; but Hpanhicm had his head to< 
filled with other tilings to find a place for d 
Toland calls him ' the celebrated cntic and a 
ly ;' and says he was alive in 1761.* From < 
Milton passed into France, and returned to Ei 
He now learned, that Charles Diodati had 
liis absence ; and, resolving to perpetuate t 
mory of so near a friend, he composed a t 
poem, entitled EpitapMum J)amom8, Diocu 
descended from a family in Lucca ; and migl 
been related to the Genevan professor, wi 
have just mentioned. He was born in Er 
and became a student of phasic. He is said i 
written Greek letters to Milton ;f and it is n 
bable, that he would be so frequently answ< 
Latin, unless iie had been a good scholar. 

Milton's next object was to procure a res! 
and get into some kind of business. He too! 
in^ at the house of one Kussel, a taylor, 
Bnde's Church-yard; and, as his two nephei 
ward and John Phillips, were, in a meaiui 
upon the world, by the second marriage of hi 
Ann,^ he concluded to adopt them for his ov 
be tlie supcrintendant of their education. He 
after undertook the same office for the sons c 

• Tol. p. If. 

t Tol. u. 10. He tpetkf of ' two Greek letten nf b» t< 
rtrj hiiiMioniely writteo, and which,* he sddst * f bare nc 
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aiid to calculate an eclipse, — ^to acquire ' axioms of 
prudence,' and to &ppty ^e rules of prosody, — to 
be furnishing himself with ' materials for conversa- 
tion,' and storing up definitions of words, — appears 
the dream of a man, who never witnessed the expe- 
riment, or has forgotten the result. 

• Of institutions (adds Dr. Johnson) we may judge 
by their effects. From this wonder-working aca- 
demy, I do not know that there ever proceeded any 
man very eminent for knowledge : its only genuine 
product, I believe, is a small History of Poetr>', 
written in Latin, by his nephew, Phillips, of which, 
perhaps, none of my readers has ever heard.' So 
much it was necessary to say, in order to substantiate 
with facts, what liad already been proved in theor}'. 
It was said in the most profound ignorance of the 
truth ; and, from the fury, witli which Mr. Godwin 
flies at the doctor, whenever he meets or wherever 
he can find him, we suspect that his book, in quarto, 
was written chiefly to refute what he tliinks so in- 
solent a paragraph. Indeed, he has himself intima- 
ted nearly the same thing. * It was accident,' says 
he, * tliat first threw in my way two or three pro- 
ductions of these writers, (Edward and John Phil- 
lips,) that my Uterary acquaintance whom I con- 
sulted had never heard of. Dr. Johnson had told 
me, that the pupils of Milton had given to the world 
" only one genuine production." Persons better in- 
formed than Dr. Johnson could tell me perhaps of 
half a dozen. How great was my surprise, when I 
found my collection swelling to forty or fifty !'* Pos- 
terity was to know, therefore, that Dr. Johnson had 
committed a mistake ; and, to purchase that know- 
ledge, they must be made to read 400 quarto pages. 
In this book-making age, it would be surprising, in- 
deed, if, by dint of some bibliography upon fifty dif- 
ferent works, occasional notices of Milton, a prctt\~ 

• Pref. p. vii. 
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fuU hlstoiy of tlie cii^ ^mn n ItM^ni^^frnm tf^ 
ptst and cotemponuy togdner witfi ippiKvll ^ 

dixes of diBsertelioa kuu w Tii>I>yir-« ^^UaMV''4f>= • 
this size could not be eialy laiActared. - ' 1> =^ 

Dr. Jobnaon has often beeu mujgned fcr lito Aerf ; 
at the woiKler-wofkiii|^ tcadebifi* ■odbb' 
do not seem to be to modi out of |Midenc«^'1 
he restriota ita pniducts to a li^gle .imlgniiqiift 
work on poetiy; but becanae be aaya that wotk tNlT 
composed in liKtin I when* if he meant, aa HMy ml 
have it, the fluxarum Poetarum^ dl but iMte^tv** 
first words of* the title page ia written in Bi^gUir 
But an EmimermUo P^eianm^ in Latin, liy tlw ^piM 
author, was jmbfialied in 1669; and; aa Ihr. JdbakfM 
gives no specific refiftrence to eiUier woik, Mr.Tttt 
ttiinka it is more can^d to befieve that he •IH^ttf 
to the ktter.f Ifr. Godwm 'cannot imitate ttMh 
candour. It ia extreme^ improbable,' he tlh£% 
* that Johnson, who eriden^ knew notlung of vkit 
he was talking about, shonkl ever have met wiOl 
this scarce volume of Buchlems, (to which Ika 
Enumeratio was appended,) and still more so, -^igt 
he should hare remarked the modest, and in tlMft 
sense obscure, treatise printed at the end, and ftai 
author. Whereas we know that he had Jacob aad 
Cibber lying by hia aide when he wrote hia Livea 
of the Poets, and that the name of Phillipa' J%ea* 
trum Poetarum most repeatedly have strucK him.*! * 

If we attend critically to tiie language of IM 
Johnson, the candour of Hr. Todd wiU not be fouA' 
misplaced. First, then, he speaks of the *oii]^ 
geTwine product.' It was long ago suspected, iShttt. 
Milton bore a hand in the composition m the J%m*. 
trum Poetarum 1% but no attempt baa been made im- 



* Gent. Mag. 1780, p. 416. t Todd, to!, i. fi. 13ff. 

I Godw. Phh. pp. 100, 161. 

$ Mr. Wharton was tkie fint to take fomial notice of the sofpfi* 
ciua; «nd be thinki, tliat Malum coaaaoard, at all eventt, tfirarlhia 
on Slialupeare. Mr. Godwin b of a afienst opinioB; but tke oafr 






■y UJIu culculnlc ui cclipav, — to acquire 'Miamsol' 
tm vudcnc^' and \t) app)^ tlt» rules of prosody,— li> 

lion,' nid itoring up dcruiitions of words, — appi m^ 
tbr Jrc»I<n>l';ini«n, ulia ntv.T wiUie*Bcd the ci.pv- 

«imtttt,'ji- ii;i II, n [I.. i-,-iiilt. 

■Ofinii"' I' ;i '■■ImsonJweBiayjudjiT 

bj' ihtir '(I I. oiider-wwliiag iicH- 

dOBy. I il ; ..., I, I- ver proceeded i.ny 

taatery <j i 1..1 i..j,(" ;, ,lgc! its only genuini: 

praducl, 1 l)i'li>:Vf, Ih a Miull History of Fuctr;-, 
wiiKrn in I^liii. by hia nrpiitw, Pliiitips, rf which, 
peril*™, none of my ri-iwUn's liua I'Vi-T lieiipd.' Ko 
■iirh it H'lu* tii'i-oaaiti-y in «hv, in oi'dci- to aubsuntjiito 
tilk Guibs what liud idrciuiy bccu ^ruvcd iatii?oi'\ . 
AvmhUI in (Up most profhonj irnoranM of tl'io 

«i Mul, fi-om ihu r»Ty, with nbicb Mr, Ooduiii 
It d)G (kiotari wtitnever bi; meets orwberevet- 
iiMiI ftndhimi wc lUBpcnttlukthUbook, iniquartu, 
m written cluufly to rclUts vluit be llunbso in- 
ttkut » pangmph. Indeed, he bu b'unseu intiniii- 
t(d norly Ibe sunie tiling;. ' K w»s accident,' s!H j 
hr, 'tlml Knit tlircw in iny way twn or three jini- 
iludions of tlicHc writers, (Edwurd and John Pliil- 
lip*,) that my bterory ftcquaintancc wliom I run- 
luhihd llHil never heard of. Ur. Jobnaon bad Inli! 
me, thattbe pupils of Milton hadgivc^n to tke u miit 
"only one genuine production." fcrsoiuibattci-iii 
Tanned ttuui Ur. JulinMin could tell me perbajis rit' 
half ft doien. How grett wks my surprise, wIkii I 
fiiiinci my collection swelling to forty or fifty !'■ I'm- 
lerity was to know, llicrcfurc, that Dr. Jobiisoii h-.nl 
Wmnutted a miotake 1 uid, to purchaae that kni>i\ 
Um, tliey must be nmie to read 400 quarto p:i^'< - 
In uiis book-making affe, il would be surpriwiii.''. in 
deed, 16 by dint of aome bibliograpliy "pon fifl> ilit 
iercnt works, occasional notices of Milium, 6 pv' i^'' 



full liUtory of the civil wani in Knj^taiul, abuM 
pAfit and ccitcmpornry criticH, top^etlicr with ap| 
ciixm cif clisHertalioti and l>i(}fpnipliy,— « volumt 
thin mze cmild not he c-afiily manufacturrd. 

Dr. Jolinfion haa often been arrai^nod for hiair 
at the wondrr-workin|if academy;* and his accu 
do not aeem to be ao much out of patience, bcci 
he rcBtrictfl its nroihicta to a sing'h; inaignift* 
work on poetry ; nut becauNe he Hays that work 
r^mpoficd in I^tini wlien, if lie meant, aa they 
Iiavc it, the ThraMim I'orianim, all but these 
first words of tlie tith* papfe is written in Eng 
Hut an Enumerntio i'ortnrtim, in Katin, by the s 
uutiior, was published in 1669; and, as Dr. Johi 
fcives no specific reference to eitiicr work, Mr. 1 
tiiinks it is more candid to believe that he allv 
to the latter .f Mr. (todwin ' cannot imitate 
candour. It is extremely improbable,' he thi 
' that Johnson, who evidently knew nothinfi^of ^ 
he was talking about, should ever have met - 
this scarce volume of Jhichlenis, (to which 
I'hnnfutrntio was appended,) and still niore so, 
he hIiouUI have remarked the modest, and in 
sense obscure, treatise printed at the end, am 
author. Whereas we know tliat he had Jacob 
<'ibber lying by his side when he wrote his I. 
of the Poets, and that the name of JMiillips' 7 
trnm Poetartnn n»ust rej)eatedly liave stnicK hit 

If we attend critically to the lang\iagc of 
Johnson, the candour of Mr. TcmUI will notbcfc 
misplaced. First, then, he speaks of the *( 
ffemdiie product.' It was long ago sus])ected, 
Milton bore a hand in the composition of the 1 
trum Poetnrumf^ but no attempt Ims been mad 

* Ovnf . Msf . 1789. p. 410. t TofM, t ol. i. p. Mff. 

4 Godw. Phh. pp. 100, 101. 

$ Mr. Wharton was the flnt to ftiLc rortnal noiin* of ilii; t 
thai and be cfaloJu, that MUiuii cnmwmA^mt »\\ rvetwt^xW « 
«0 SbBktpnro, Mr. Godwin n of a oMfvttnx ov^ivViu\ >aMV W 
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toll PbillJiiG <;1' oi'ig^iulity 
Jobwifa too, iaay Iiavi xuai 
tutktlons of JoliiL Phillip 
*tii} niF, of fiixiiiDK tlic a 
■maiy, by tldwiirdi but a 
luBOis orig^QiLl, tliu; con 
bib next pliwc. Dr. JoU hi 
iolnJB0tuig' the words ' 1 
ttiQy lem the J^mimraiia « 
*Ma Acdit-um li»d only sTni 
(:iUGf,bcmiKl>tu'eIl'bd] 
■feiuUior, and die simitiiri 



I of Milton. Again, he 
The Thtatruia was Lu^ en gb 
(ttpante volume. I'he £ 
tillt pigOi CampeudUtOt w 
wyujic,, 'alitUteSiSay,' ap 
ll»i*Wia"-/'o.^U"co"'™r am 
TUi WW tliQ (nvTir-mHAt edili 
"nd jret Mr. (lodwin talk 
Mlumt.' It was a fhrlivn 
ud ;'et Ur. liodwiii guppo 
SKown DictionaTy uuiild 
It interested to sue wliattl 

vt thinl placi:. Dr. Julina a 
gtflonl terms, a ^Biitarn y 

MMktmi n<Hulilrand,lLibj>i hcbui 
Gh'pp.1Tt. liH. ' AriiDin'hiu ( 
Mb autm ODii i^ukM.- Ari. n>ni 
n Ami. U » niilnu ■ taiTri|»iul t 

Itlillliiil.iiluiliaMillDn, liillk' kMfot 
br katil U) 'pirn.,; wlib » mun iW 
TWu-hvL MiJ«iiin)i, 
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was confined solely to tlie English poets; the 
meratio extended to the poets of' all cooatria: 
* ncmpe Ttalonim, Gcrmanorum, Ang'lorumy &c*' t -:| 
Ur. Jolinson 'is known to have had Jacob and Cib- 
ber,' so is he known to have had Wood, ' lying by 
his side ;' and it could not have escaped him, thtt 
in the life of Phillips, not only the title-parc of the 
EnumeraHo is given at full length in ttie latter,* 
but the work itself is said to have been 'added to 
the seventeenth edition of Joh. Buclerus his book, 
entit. Sacrarttm profafiarvmque phrannm poeHcurum 
Thesawua, &c. 1669.** Finally, since the T^keatnm 
was mentioned frequently in Jacob and Gibber, two 
of the most popular biog^phers. Dr. Johnson would 
hardly have suggested, that his readers knew no- 
thing about it; but, as the Eimmeratio was thrust 
into the comer of a Thesaurus, which, however 
popular at first, had been ompletcly superseded 
by the Gi'adiu ad I^amaa8iim\ — and as so obscure a 
work was only mentioned in Wood, who was seldom 
read except by authors, — Dr. Johnson might well 
say, that 'perhaps none of his readers had ever 
heard* of it. 

Milton was now to teach other thinss, besides 
grammar; and other pupils, besides his two ne- 
phews and the sons of his friends. Some lines in 
fjycidaa had alreadjr threatened the death of Laud, 
and the extermination of episcopacy. In 1641, the 
clamour agiunst the bishops iiad become outrageous; 
and Milton, to use his own langua^, ' thinking, that, 
from such beginnings, a way might be opened to 
true liberty, cngagfed heartily in the dispute.'* In 
another work, he protests, tiiat, 'should the church 
be brought under heavy oppression, and God have 
fpven me ability the while to reason against that 
man that should be the author of so foul a deed ; or 
ahould she, by blessing from above on the industry 

*Atb, Ox. pp. 1118, 1119. -t Ciodvi. x»« ■^^^' \'V^vV.^^»^ . 
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tind courage of faithful men* change this her dis- 
tracted state into better days, without the least 
furtherance or contribution of those few talents 
God at that present had lent me; I foresee what 
stories I should hear within myself, all my life after, 
of discourage and reproach.'* 

This is not the reluctance of a man, who is drag- 
ged into controversy against his will; but rather 
seems the defiance of a forward disputant, eager to 
come at the man, who dares to oppose his opinions. 
Yet, in another place, he would fain persuade us, 
that it was 'with small wiltingness that he endured 
to interrupt his other pursuits, and leave a calm 
and pleasing solitariness, fed with cheerful and con- 
fident thoughts, to embark in a troubled sea of 
noises and hoarse disputes.'f And, again, in a letter 
to Henry Oldenburgh, written in 1654, *Hoc cum 
libertatis adversariis inopinatum certamen, (he says,) 
deversis long^ et amaenioribus omnind me studiis 
intentum, ad se rapet irwitum* He had, by this 
time, discovered, that a religious brawl is not a ho- 
liday pastime ; and, being at length somewhat tired 
of the controversy, he easily believed, that he En- 
tered into it with reluctance. 

He began to show his good will for churchmen 
and church government, by writing two books on 
Reformation y in 1641. In the same year. Bishop 
Hsdl published a Humble Remonstrance in favour of 
episcopacy; and was answered by five ministers, 
under the title of Smectymmtus; a word composed 
of the initials of their several names, — Stephen Mar- 
shal, Edmund Calamy, Thomas Young, Milton's old 
master, Matthew Newcomen, and William Spurs- 
tow.t To this Answer, Archbishop Usher attempt- 

* Reuon of Church Government, B. II. t Ibid. 

X Todd, voLi. p. 45, note. The initial W. of Spuntow's Christian 
name was * quaintly diTided (says our author) in order to produce 
fhif celebrated word P And thra, being; as we take it, a good 
cfaurcbmaD, Mr. Todd proeeeds to call this one of the * tricks of 

g2 
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rdu Confutation f and Milton firat replied to till 
Confutation with u treatise on PrelaHeal Epiie^ 
pacy f biit» not tliinking^ the replication complete^ 
he broiif^ht up two more books on the J?mmii ff 
Church Got^mment. Bishop Hall had, in the metB 
tinio, publislicd a Defence of his hemonairantt, i| 
Milton wrote Atnmadverdons on liis Defences *i4 * 
wheirthe bishop or his son returned a Con/Woltai 
of tlie Ammadvev9ion8y Milton had the last word in 
an Apoloii^for Stncctymnwuy written in 1643. 

Tlie objects of his attack, in all these pubfica^ 
lions, arc tlie liturgy, the ecclesiastical revenaei^ 
the bishops, and the fatliers. The liturgy is a mere 
device, he says, <to debar the ministers of €k)d the 
use of their noblest talent, prayer in the congTCg^ 
tion;* and why not 'forbid all sermons and lectures 
too, but such as were ready made to their ht&di^ 
like our homilies?' He then proceeds to satirise the 
contemptible necessity of being obliged to eke out' 
a prayer by the adscititious aid of a written Ibrmt 
and cries aloud * that such wisdom and diligence be 
used in the education of those that should be min- 
isters, and such a serious and strict examination to 
be undergone before admission, as St. Paul to llmo- 
thy sets down at large; and then they need not 
carry such an unworthy suspicion over tlie preacherb 
of God's word, as to tutor their unsounmieas witii 
the A, B, C of a liturgy, or to diet their ig^norance 
and want of care with tlie Umitted draught of a mat- 
tin and even song drench.'* He afterwards attacks^ 
in detiul, some of the 'errors, tautologies, and im- 
pertinendes' of the liturgy; and particularly lam- 
poons the 'thanks in the woman's churching^ for her 
delivery from sunbuming^ and moonblasting, as if 

fliiMtleiim.* Bat he ihoold hsTe remembered, that a latinized v 
■ ■■ e Mi rily h seo om iw ; umI that, in thoie days, thit letter wai 
' 'Hiar rti l, and printed tbui W. The alphabetical flmaticlim 
* '*-flB«^ tterefhir, wss not yt'rj cxtrtvaKanr. 
In 
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she was trayelling', not in her bed, but in the de- 
sarts of Arabia.'* 

What provoked our reformer the more, was, that 
beings, thus Hutored' and 'dietec^' should get paid 
for doing nothing; and he inveigh, with his last 
effort of violence, ag^nst the system of ecclesiasti- 
cal finance. It was not, he says, *the effect of just 
policy or wholesome laws, but of the superstitious 
devotion of princes and great men that knew no 
better, or of the base importunity of begging friars, 
haunting and harrassing the deatii-beds ^ men de- 
parting this life in a blind and wretched condition of 
hope to merit heaven for the building of churches, 
cloysters, and convents; the black revenues of pur- 
gatory, the price of abused and murdered souls, the 
damned simony of tentals, and the hire of indul- 
gences to commit mortal sin.'f These bolts are 
aimed more particularly at the origin of the system. 
A part of its abominations were crushed under the 
liand of Henry Vin. ; but the change, for the most 
part, was only that of a pope for a king. 

The bishops are taken to task, by the school- 
master of AJdersgate-street, after the following 
manner: 'There be such in the world, (says he,) 
and I among those, who nothing admire the idol of 
a bishopric ; and hold, that it wants so much to be 
a blessing, as that I deem it the merest, the falsest, 
the most infortunate gift of fortune : and were the 
punishment and misery of being a bishop termi- 
nated only in the person, and did not extend to the 
affliction of the whole diocess, if I would wish any 
thing in the bitterness of my sould to an enemy, I 
shoiUd wish him the big^st and fatest bishoprick.'t 
* If Milton had been such a saint (adds one of his 
biographers) as never mist of a favourable answer 
to lus prayers, I question not but at this rate more 
would covet to be his enemies than his friends.'^ 
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TbeftOovuiifwiiile ii aaodier maik of hi* ] 
Iie»t0wirdithe prektei. * A haatMOfgi'u Ae^^ 
he^ * that bM all iti toes (maugre the goutl i 
linen aock over it» i&llke apteat emblem oC tlie 
latehimaelf; who^ beinff a pliualisty may undhd 
Auiilice hide four beii(Sce% beaidea fae grang 
tropolitan.'* ^ , 

Uaher opposed bis own leamii^ to Milton'# I 
and had» in nia Bemonttranee and Defemeti MS 
particulariy to the FaUten aa omchiaive awUuH 
* Whatsoever (aaya Milton} eitiier time, or the 1 
lesa hand of blind chance, has drawn domt^i 
present in her huge drag net, whether fish « 
weed, shells or dtfubs, ui^ked, uncbosen, i 
are the rxTaass/* In anomer place, he calh 
'thoae more ancient and tiuaty &thera, whooi 
torn and fond opinion, weak prindiplea^ and tb 
gleet €i sounder knowledge, have exalted sq,, 
as to have pdned them a blind reverencei m 
books in bigness and number endleaa and ia 
surable, I cannot think, that either God or ni 
^ther divine or human wisdom, did ever : 
should be a rule or reliance to ua in the dedoi 
any weighty and positive doctrines: for oerl 
every rule and instrument of necessary know] 
that God has given u% ought to be so in propc 
as may be wielded and managed in the Ine of -i 
And what man could ever uunk cf wielding 
managing die endless number of ponderous ti 
which go under the name of The FtUhen ?^ 

Milton now enga^ped in an'adventure, which 
ed hia apeculations mto a different channeL <i 
Whitsuntide it was, or a little after,, (aaya U 

Ehew,} that he took a journey into the countrj 
ody aJ>out him certamly knowing the reaaa 
that it was any more than a journey of recrei 
after a month's stay, home he returns a ma 
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man, that went out a bachelor.'* His wife was 
Mary, daughter of Mr. Richard Powell, a justice of 
Sandford, about three miles Irom Forresthil],f near 
Shotover in Oxfordshire. How or when Milton first 
became acquainted with his bride, or what had in- 
duced him to marry her thus slyly, his biographers 
seem not to have the curioaty to inquire. Sand- 
ford was in the vicinity of Oxford.^ Afilton must 
have frequently passed through the place, if wc 
can suppose him to have visited his grandfather, 
at Shotover. It is not an unheard of thing, that a 
scholar should make vows of marriage, while at 
college ; and, when we add to the charms of the 
lady, the attractions of a round thousand pounds, 
which were promised as her dowry,§ perhaps there 
will be little mystery in this stolen expedition. 
Whether Milton wanted a wife or not, there can be 
little doubt, that he stood in need of a thousand 
pounds. 

It was an ill-omened match. The lady was a Ca- 
tholic and a cavalier; Milton, a Presbjrterian and a 
republican ; and two opinions in religion and poli- 
tics, says Aubrey, *do not well on the same boul- 
ster.'H She had been accustomed to a great house, 
a great deal of company, and a great deal of noise.^ 
Milton carried her to a confined tenement, which 

* Ph. mp. Godw. p. 366. 
' t Todd, ToL i. p. 25. All the other biompben hnve followed 
Phillip* in makinjg his residence at Foresthill. Mr. Todd derived 
Im information from an officer, who. as he was attached to the re* 
cord commission, was more likely to be correct. He says* that 
Milton himself lived at Foresthill ; and his account is corroborated 
l)y tlie testimony of Sir William Jones. Ld. Teif^m. Life, 8ro. p. 
S3. Forestlull wns tliree miles firom Oxford. Id. ibid. 

X Todd, lit sup. p. 25. 

$ Nuncupative will of Milton, appended to the 2d Edition of hit 
smaller Poems, by 'Wharton ; ana to his Life, by Todd. We shall 
afterwards endeavour to ascertain, how far this initmment ii to be 
credited. 

II Aub. ap. Godw. p. 945. 

'^ Aub,an(lPh.ap. Gmhv. pp. 344. 3f^fS . 
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he had taken at the end of an en* 
in quiet. Afanoattheof o 
washer hiuband: and r J|l die. 

ahe heard, was the fl and 

c^ews.* Philosophy, . atndjr,«id 
nad few charms m mat ^m, had heen« ^ _ 
most sun^ituoua living if ^M^^ *^ ^^ end oiKlii: 
the lady, through the entreaties ofliei:jftff 
tained permission to qiend k»n»time at her 
Mikon gave her tSl Michartmas. » 

Michaelmas came; but no Maxy. MikoK 
her a letter. She returned no answer. '^ 
was sent; but die still remained silent. Hie 
third, which met with the same fate; aadyrcu 
to leave no room lor mistakr, in the b)nprdeBt< 
j>o8t, he at last had the patience to dmpntcifc 
cial messenger of his ow]^ The met 
treated uncivilly, and sent awajr. There 
fore, no longer any doubt of his wWm 
and he thought it hieh time, that the atteatf^ 
mankind should be cafled to the question of ^Snijy 
He 'accordingly wrote two treatises, (sa^lil 
phew,) by wmch he undertook to maintam^ t| 
was against reason, and the enjoyment qf it 
proveable by Scripture, for any married of 
diai^;reeable in humour and temper, or hmvii 
averaon to each other, to be forced to bve i 



together all their days.'^ The first wm ^ 
trine and IHfHpihiejtf I)h)9rce^ which tppw 
1644; the secoiid, litrachordon^wrExptmrn 
the four principal placet m Scripture vhiqk' 

tTodii,TbLi.p.l70. Justice Pomdrk Iraofe WM wb 
icWb M thetenth of June, 1A4A. Tkeorteiiuil \arm 
dferttwttiatlielMUidsor Mr. Vtortans ivho ••>-«, ikj 
number, order, and furniture of ow rooois. bs uppn 
UvedMBeoahtrygenilemtn,inaveryexteAsiTCftiiil | 
of bome-keeping.' 

^Fb.ap.Godw.p.WS. 
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Marriage or JSTulliHea of Marriage, published in the 
same year. These were followed by a translation 
of Martin Bucer's Judgement on the same fflde, in 
1645. But the world did not see any urgent ne- 
cessity of entering into these knotty speculations. 
One of Milton's sonnets complains of its apathy ; 
and no author of celebrity ever undertook a formal 
answer to either of his treatises. He was attacked* 
indeed, by an anon3^mous pamphlet, written, as he 
says, by * a serving man turned soUcitor;* and, be- 
tween mortification at the little notice, which waa 
comparatively g^ven to the question, and anger, thsft 
so ignoble a foe should aspire to be his equal, he 
rephed in a truly pedagogical work, entitled the 
Colaaterion, or a Hod of Correction for a Saucy Im- 
pertinent, 1645.* 

The passage extracted from Phillips will suffi 
ciently show the object of Milton, in these several 
publications. To use his own language, he sup- 
posed that Moses sanctions the divorce of a couple, 
who * could not fadge together;* or whose 'tem- 
pers,* to adopt the more courtly phrase of Mr. God- 
win, were 'incompatible' with each other.-j- Christ 
gave no such permission ; but, as he came not to 

* destroy the law,' it is attempted to reconcile the 
supposed contradiction, by considering what Moses 
said, as the rule of conduct, and what Christ added, 
as matter of advice. The passage in Moses is this : 

* When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, 
and it come to pass that she find no favour in his 

* Ph. ap. Godw. p. 368. His treatises made more noise than it 

Einerally imagined. The author was brought before the House of 
ords. through the intercession of the clergy; but, says Wood, 
i- * whether approving his doctrines, or not favouring his accuser}. 
If they did soon dismiss him.' One sermon, at least, was preached 
f agamst his books ; and, not only were they noticed in many co> 
fetemiwrary and subseauent autbors,--but became the means uf 
gi furmiiig a sect, under the name q'C Divorccrt^ qv MiUonlHi. 'MvA.^, 
vol, i. p. 53.56. 
t Godw. Phb. p. 9. 
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eyes» beanie h« hftth tbaud wamfitDicl/Mltm'h. 
ll«r: then kt hpii write lier a iMlTof difWooMltf 
&e. She maf now tiil;e 'another hiMiMnA. *Jijamm 
tibehKtterhnabeaihetie hcr» and write her aIw If 
divYHTce,' the Ibfmer hndMnd cannet take herhMBP 

f1romthektterTene,itwoald, at'flql 
pear, that the htttaidhMoahrtb «hale* &> 
in order to hand her a biD of ^vowtt i e niL ' Jfe 
eamiot thinh. that Moaea intended to'itbe lUa popif 
to husbandly unleaa they have aone r r aa in ahl i 
cauae^ — not of dlaKke mer^^— hut of abaoiiitah»- 
tred. InlhelbtBaerpaaaage, 'imcleaDnaiBP'iMpiM^ 
adered as a canae; and^ from other pob «r|l^ 
aame hook, it la h^rond donht^ that imdemmmt^ h 
this pbkce, meana umchatHty. * if any man tdtt i 
wife, (we are told)and go in to her, nd iloMf hff^ 
and say, I took thia woman, and when I^ame to%H^ 
Ifbunaher not a maid,* itiaineombent on Hbk^.tf" ' 
and mother to dh^mre hia aaaertion. If tbey 
qeed, ' she shall be his wife again, and he 
put her away all his da¥S :' if they fidl, die ia,tolie 
brought to her ftthers door and stoned to ddlAut 
It appears, then, thal^ according to Moaei^ theeftMe 
o£ hatred in the husband must he the fbrnicalioa af 
the wife; andthatyiftfab&ctbedia^ovedylethfaii 
hate her aa he wOJ^ he ahall five with her all hk 
days. If there be any thing else in the langTiiyn af 
Christ, we have not been able to find hia —-—*--- 



* Whoever (saya he) ahall put away hia 

fir the cau9e f^ firwkalAmt^ causeth her to ______ 

adultery.'t Ifilton cites Grotius, indeed, as proving^ 
'that findcaJAon is taken in Scripture for aucha 
continual headstrong behaviour, as tends to plain 
contempt of the huwand.' There can be no awh 
construc^n put upon the passage we have joat 
transcribed; and, even if there could, it must apply 

* XksnA, ch. isIt. t Hid. duxsn. \^liMl^ «k v. 
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OS well to the language of Christ as to that of 
Moses. 

We do not believe, with the rest of Milton's bio- 
graphers, that he first formed a resolution to divorce 
hia wife, and then wrote these treatises to strengthen 
his purpose, and justify his conduct. A man is no4 
apt to be jealous of a person, whom he has ceased 
to love ; and >fclton, by remarking, *that every mo- 
tion of a jealous mind is not to be regarded,'* puts 
one in mind of lago's caution — ^* Beware of jealousy, 
my lord,' Aubrey takes pains, however, in two 
different places, to declare he * has so much charity 
for her, that,' he cannot believe, she would * wrong 
his bed.' He never * heard the least suspicions, nor 
had Milton of that any jealousie : but what man 
(especially contemplative)' he adds, * would like to 
have a young wife environ'd [and storm'd] by the 
sons of Mars, and those of the enemie partie.' The 
king's quarters were then at Oxford,-|- 

It was not till Milton undertook to carry his new 
doctrines into practice, that the stubbornness of his 
spouse began to yield. * There fell out a passage,' 
says hb nephew, * which, though it altered not the 
whole course he was going to steer, yet it put a stop 
or rather an end (Phillips was a lexicographer) to 
a grand affair, which was more than probably thought 
to be then in agitation : it was indeed a design of 
marrjang one of Dr. Davis's daughters, a very 
handsome and witty gentiewoman, but averse, as it 
is swd, to this motion. However, the intelligence 
hereof, and the then declining state of the king's 
cause, and consequentiy of the circumstances of 
Justice Powell's ramily, caused them to set all en- 
gines on work, to restore the late married woman 
to the station wherein they a littie before had plant- 
ed: at last this device was pitch'd upon. There 
dwelt in the lane of St. Martin's le Grande vibk,V 

•Doe. and Due. Dir, b. ii. c. 13 . t \vi>> .%v •^^'^^ • ^ -^ ^ 
VOL, TIT. w 
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was hard by, a relation of our author's, one Black- 
borough, whom it was known he often visited, and 
upon tliis occasion the visits were more narrowly 
observed, and possibly there might be a combina- 
tion between both parties; the friends on both sides 
concentering in the same action, though on difTerent 
behalfs. One time above the rest, he making his 
usual visit, the wife was ready in another room, and 
on a sudden he was surprised to see one whom he 
thought to have never seen more, making submis- 
sion and begging pardon on her knees before him.'* 



-Soon his heart relented 



Towards her, his life so late, and sole delight, 
Now at his feet subnuuive in disiress.t 

His own generous nature, and the mutual inter- 
cession of friends, ' soon brought him to an act of 
oblivion, and a iirm league of peace for the future.'^ 
The question of divorce was at an end; and the 
Discipline, the Exposition, the Judgement^ and the 
Rod, were no longer of any account. The in- 
crease of his school had already induced him to 
hire a larger and more conspicuous house in the 
Barbican ;§ and, until tliat could be prepared for 
his wife's reception, she was lodged at the house 
of Christopher's mother-in-law, in St. Clement's 
Church-yard. Milton's forgiveness went farther 
than reconcihation ; for, when the rebels after- 
wards seized the estate of his father-in-law, he re- 

• Ph. ap. Godw, pp. ?68, 369. f Farad. Lost. 

1 Ph. ap. Godw. p. 369. 

$ Ph. ap. Godw. p. 369. Tlie Earl of Bridg;ewater, for whom 
Comus was written, owned extensive property in the Barbican; and 
it has been conjectured, that Milton's new house not only beloiiged 
to him,— but was let to our author free of rent. Todd, vol. vi. p. 178, 
note. Mr. Todd tliinks it ungenerous in Dr. Johnson to * ohserre, 
that Milton had taken a larger house in Barbican, for the reception 
of scholars.* But Or. Johnson only copied the account of MiitonN 
nejAew, J^u ap. Godw. p. 368. 
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ceived and entertuned the whole family; and, by 
his interest wiih the prevailing party, was enabled, 
in some measure, to re-establish their affairs. 

In the mean time, l^filton continued to teach 
school himself; and to show others how to teach. 
His treatise Of Education was published in 1644 ; 
when, from the desertion of his wife, and the de- 
spair of her dowry, it became necessary to place 
more reliance on his pedagogical resources. * Pos- 
sibly his proceeding thus far in the education of 
youth (says his anxious nephew) may have been the 
occasion of some of his adversaries calling him pe- 
dagogue and schoolmaster : whereas it is well known 
he never set up for a pubhc school to teach all the 
young fry of a parish, but only was wiUing to im- 
part his learning and knowledge to relations, and 
the sons of some gentlemen that were his intimate 
friends ; besides, that neither his converse, nor his 
writings, nor lus manner of teaching ever savoured 
in the least any thing of pedantry.'* And then it 
is suggested, that he was only endeavouring to put 
in practice the theory of liis treatise on education ; 
and the biographer is *much mistaken, if there were 
not, about this time, a design in agitation of making 
him adjutant-general to Sir William Waller's army.'f 
* Thus laboriously,' says Dr. Johnson, * does his ne- 
phew extenuate what cannot be denied, and what 
might be confessed without disgrace. Milton did 
not sell Uterature to all comers at an open shop ; he 
was a chamber-milliner, and measured his commo- 
dities only to friends.' When Dr. Johnson taught 
school, he was not ashamed to hang out his sign, and 
publish his advertisement.^ He was no. chamber- 
milliner. He kept open shop ; and was ready to 

• Ph. ap. Godw. pp. 370, 371. t Id. ibid. 

i Gent. Mag. Jane and July, 1736, pp. 360. 428. undei v\v« \v«aA 
of Adverthtmenu^* At EtUai, near LitchfiAd^ \u Slttflr«''4s^'^^"» 
young genthmai are boarded and taiighl \l\e Latin mA GvttYt 
jMUffttages,hy StrmuelJohnsou.'* 
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serve all the world — ^if tlicy would oiily come m 
Litclifield. 

It was in the same year, that Milton published his 
Jlreopa^ticay or a Speech for ttic Uberty of UnUcenMed 
Printing. * The danger of such unbounded liberty, 
and the danger of bounding it,' says Dr. Johnaon, 
*■ liavc produced a problem in the science of govern- 
ment, wliich human understanding seems mtherto 
unable to solve ;* and that such a reproach may no 
longer stand ag^nst human understanding, he pro- 
ceeds to solve it himself, in a single paragraph. 
Af>or touching and dismissing the heads of Milton's 
ui>;ument, he concludes tliat it is 'not more re»> 
sonable to leave tlic right of printing unrestrained 
because writers may be afterwards censured, than 
it would be to sleep with doors unbolted, because 
by our laws we can hang a thief.' The question is 
not, what this or that man may do to secure lua own 
liouse, or to protect his own character. If he has 
iioUs to liis doors, it is well; and, if his \'irtues are 
a shield for his reputation, it is better. He will stand 
in no need of the laws which hang a thief, or mulct 
a dcfamer. But the question is, whether the go- 
vernment shall take our houses and our reputations 
into its own immediate carc; — whether a public 
lirenser is to say, what doors shall have bolts, and 
what characters shall be protected ; who may be a 
tliicf, and who a calumniator. 

* Debtors and delinquents,' says Milton, * may 
walk iibroad without a keeper, but inoffensive boola 
inay not stir forth without a visible jailor in their 
title. Nor is it to the conunon people less than a 
veproach ; for, if we be so jealous over them, as that 
we dare not trust them with an English pamphlet, 
what do wc but censure them for a giddy, vitious, 
and unpjTounded people? — And it reflects on the 
reputation of our ministers, also, of whose labours 
we sJiould hope better, and of the proficiency which 
■heir flocks reap by thcrtv, \\\a\v \W\. ^x^^i^ -^ ^^sa 
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light of the gospel which is, and is to be, and after 
all this continual preaching, they should still be 
frequented with such an unprincipled, unedifyed, 
and laic rabble, as that the whif of every new 
pamphlet should stagger them out of their cate- 
chism. This may have much reason to discourage 
the nunisters, when such a low conceit is had of all 
their exhortations and the benefiting of their hear- 
ers, that^^they are not thought fit to be turned loose 
to three sheets of paper without a licenser.' The 
treatise, of which this passage is a part, begins to 
command more attention, in England, than it has 
hitherto done ; and a Bfr. Knight has lately written a 
book concerning Dr. Johnson's criticism on Milton's 
versification, chiefly to introduce extracts from the 
Areopagitica. 

MUton had not always been so zealous a stickler 
for tjrpographical freedom ; and, when he shook the 
•Rod over the Solicitor^ who answered lus book on 
divorce, he did not onut to chastise Mr. Carryl, the 
licenser, for suffering the answer to be published. 
* Mr. Licenser,' says he, ' you are reputed a man 
discrete enough, religious enough, honest enough, 
that is, to an ordinary competence in all these : but 
now your turn is to hear what your own hand has 
earned you, that when you suffered this nameless 
hangman to cast into public such a spiteful con- 
tumely upon a name and person deserving of the 
ohurcn and state equally to yourself, and one who 
has done more to the present advancement of your 
own tribe, (the Presbyterians,) than you, or many 
of them have done for themselves. Whatever the 
state might do concerning it, supposing it were a 
matter to expect evil from it, I should not doubt to 
meet among them with wise, and honourable know- 
ing men. But as to this brute libel, so much the 
more impudent and lawless for the abwaed ^NLV!![voT^^:^ 
which jt bears, I say agdn, I aboimnaXe ^-fc eexv^s^xe 

D 2 
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of rascals'and their licensers.'* TIuh is the champion 
of unlicensed printing. So enraged was he, indeed* 
because tliis Presbyterian licenser imposed no re- 
straint upon the press, that, tliougli he had fiivoured 
the * tribe' before, he never afterwards forgave 

them.f 

It lias been usual to refer the composition of 
Allegro and Penscroto to the period, of which we are 
now speaking. They appear, for the first time, in 
a collection of ^filton's poems, published by Hose- 
Icy, in 1645; but it lias been coniectured» with 
sonic plausibility of evidence, that they were writ- 
1 en while the author resided with his father at Hor- 
ton. When Milton presented the volume to his 
friend Rouse, he says, 'manus attulit Jwenalis 
olim :* the two poems were inserted before Lycitbu 
and Comiia ; and, as Moseley tells the reader, that 
the ' author's peculiar excellency in liis studies was 
too well known to conceal his papers, or to keep 
me from attempting to solicit them,' Mr. Todd con^ 
cludi-s, that tlic manuscript had been heretofore 
suppressed, and was only drawn fortli now, by the 
importunity of his bookseller. t The arrangement 
of the poems we consider as an accidental circum- 
stance: the concealment of the author's papers' 
does not necessarily make them a dozen years old; 
and, us more than three-fourths of the edition were 
occupied with what are known to be his early pro- 
ductions, he probably made no account of AUegv 
and Penaeroio ; and, in speaking of the whole vo- 
lume, might very properly say, ' quern manus attulit 
juvenalis.* 

Sir William Jones lias given another conjecture, 
which seems to be supported upon foundations 
equally slender. The villagers of Forest Hill have 
a tradition, that Milton once lived in that place ; and 
we learn, from at least two different sources, tbit 

• Coluu t Joh. Life. % To^no\.i» lk%\, ^VVv. ^.l^. 
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some papers, in Iiis own hand writing, were found 
in a house near the church, which ia pointed out aa 
his residence.* That he occaaionatly resided at 
Forest Hill, after hia first marriage, we find no diffi- 
culty in believing; but that he wrote JUl^^rn and 
Penaeroao there, becauae the scenefy of the place 
correqionds, in some respecta, with the descriptions 
in the poems, we are not quite so ready to adroit. 
Sir William Jones takes the following linies from the 
JUleffro to be a picture of the beauties about IfiHon'fi 
retreat: — 

Sometime waUdng. not anieea. 

By hedge-row elmt, or luUoek* gceea,— 

Wbile the ploagbroan near at hand, 

Whistles o'er the IbrrowM hmd. 

And the milk maid singeth blithe, 

And the mower whets his sitlie. 

And every riiepheid tells lut tale 

Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

Straight mine eye hath caught new pleastir&^ 

Wbikt the laadskip roand it measures ;. 

Basset lawns, and fallows gray, 

Where the nibbling flocks do stny. 

Mountains, on whose barren breast 

The labooring ckrads do often rest. 

Meadows trim with daisies |n^ 

Shallow brooks, and riTers wide: 

Towers and battlements it seei^ 

Bosom*d high in tnfted trees— 

Where pertiaps some beauty lies, 

The eynosore of neighbouring eyes. 

Hlrd by, a cottage ddmney smc4es ^ 

From betwixt two aged oaks.t 

Three out of this long catalogue of beauties, Sir 
William Jones was fortunate enough to witness, 

* Lord Teignmouth's Life of Sir W. Jones, Bvo. p,%\. \jcXAct 
Lady Spencer, Oxfiitd, 8cf»t 7, 1769. 
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when he visilcd ForcHt Hill. ' Wc were s 
cm our approach to the villaKt*,' fwys he, * w 
rnuHic of tlie mower and hiH nythc ; we ai 
plowman intent upon his kbour, and tb> 
rnaid rctuniinf^from her country employment 
as if such tliin^pi were peculiar to Forest H 
writer thinks tliis ' concurrence of circums 
is one proof, tliat the poem miut have been ^ 
in that place. He seems, indeed, to be awai 
tlie coincidence was mucli too partial to % 
Nijcli a conclusion ; and he would account 
deficiency, by obscrvinf^, tliat ' it was neitl 
proper season of the year, nor time of day, 
all Uie rural sounds, and see all tlie object 
lioned in tlie descriptjon.' Hut surely no se 
tlie year, or hour of the cUiy, could hide fi 
eyes Uie 'barren mountains,' the ' shallow b 
the * wide rivers,' tlie ' towers and battlei 
and ' tJie cottaj^e amidst the oaks.' 

Agiiin, nightingales are described in the Pej 
and ' the groves near this village are fam< 
nighlingales.' Hut are there not nightingales < 
in other places? Or did ever a j^oet visit a 
where he could not hear Philomel ? MilUm 1 
sweetbriars, vines, and eglantines. Sir 1 
saw briars and vines in abundance : the cgl 
were not to be found; but, as he discoverer 
honeysuckles, * it is evident,' he says, « tl 
poet meant a sort of honeysuckle by tlie egh 
Indeed, ha<l tlie correspondence been ever 
feet, it would have been no proof, tliat tlicse 
were composed during the author's reside 
Forest Hill. A man seldom sits down to ^ 
pof'ui, VM he does to sketch a landscape ; and 
n»iglit hav<; described the country five yeai 
he had seen it, just as well as when he wa 
the spot. Mr. Todd maintains, that the poem 
f'omjwscd at Horton ; l\\aV t\\e Hcetvcry vj«a «.> 
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taken from Harefield; and that, when the author 
mentions towers and battlements, bosomed in hi^h 
trees, where a beauty resides, a cynosure to neigh- 
bouring eyes, he can* only allude to the countess 
dowager of Derby.* 

From the publication of tliese poems till the year 
1647, Milton seems to have passed his time in quiet 
and study. As his course of education was com- 
pleted in five or six year8,-|- the first class must have 
g'one from his hands some time in 1645 ; and, as the 
studies of the remaining scholars had grown easy 
by use, our author was reUeved in part from his 
pedagogical duties, and found leisure to collect the 
materials, and begin the composition, of an English 
History. ir The earl of Bridgewater's estates in the 
country were seized by the repubUcans in June, 
1646 ; and, as those in the city must have shared 
the same fate, in the following year, Milton, who is 
supposed to have been a tenant of the earl, was 
turned out of his house, and obliged to take refuge 
in a smaller mansion, which looked into Lincoln's 
Inn Fields. Toland says, he removed * a little after 
Fairfax and Cromwell marched through the city 
with the whole army to quell tlie insurrection* of 
the people against the parliament ;ii and this event, 
as we learn from a more recent pubUcation, took 
place early in the month of August, 1647.t Milton 

* Todd. vol. i. pp. 18, 19. t Ph. ap. Godw. p. o63. 

i Defeat. Secund. ^ Todd, vol. ti. p. 191, note. 

R Tol. p. 59. 

1 CromwelUana. Fol. pp. 196. Lond. 1810. p. 34. I'his work 
connsU of excerpts ftooi upwards of one hunored and ten news* 
papm, printed between 1642 and 1651. We extract, as a specimen, 
one or two paragraphs, which relate to our present subject. 

* His excellency (the general) Sir Thomas Fairfax drew, this 
day, most of his furc«>s into Hyde Parke, marched throu^ the city 
of jLondon with all the horse and foot, and train of artillery, with 
drums and trumpets, and colours flyirg. First part of the horse 
nardied in, then his excellency, with his life ^uai<l «Sv&t Vvrv^ 
(coroner Joyce, and some six or seven more, baT<^ Vvea^e^ ensnm- 
pacsiiur»*^ tben the foot, led by mauor general SVuwotv. P\*.-«wvvj 
Mfter the tnua ofartiUcry. Lirutcuant general CtomNNvAW*^^^^^^^ 
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submitted, with less reluctance, to the neces 
going into a smaller house, because the last sic 
of his father, who came to live with him in 
had driven away his Forest Hill relations, an 
him in little need of a larger. 

As literature must be silent amidst the n< 
arms, we hear nothing more of our author i 
two succeeding years. The Roundheads hac 

up the rear of the fiiot, and qaiiter*inen marched al 
hone.—Pnfect Summary, &c. Aui. 7, 1647.' 

' Cromwell \% now gone to die i^le of Wight : it is thouf 
his honour «ill not take it as it hath done. Colonel Hanu 
governor thereof; lie shoal I have continued, and he ma 
lie will ; only Master CroroweU is Damintujfac icium : j 
jealousy that Master Cromwdl, being roarelied loath, wil 
nose about— Affrrt/riottf MelancJnHcu*^ Sept. 4 to IS, 1647J 

Cromweirk nose sras a fineqaefit topic or nwrriment in 
the journals of tht day. The Pratpnaiic Mercury ^ for Jan' 
1047-8, in giving an aeeount of a debate, says, that ' Mr. Ci 
stood up, and the glow worm glistening in his beak, he t 
spitfire.' CromwdDiana, p. r«8. In the same paper of A 
1648, we have an account of the expedition agauut thi 
* Noll Cromwell b fallen into a bog at Monmouth;' am 
withstanding the exhortations of his best gifted command 
shoeless myrmidons ' will not budge a foot northward.' T 
' a large promise oS shoes, stocldngs, and money ; but the 
foot will these saints stir. Tliey have as little mind to lo(^ 
ward, as Noll's nose hath to turn eastward towaids Westr 
Ibid. p. 43. In the number for March 5th, an account is | 
the dissentions in the army. Henry Martin and some othe 
btruggling for the command ; * insomuch that RiAy Nose i 
dagger in the house on Saturday, and clapping it in the . 
luni, expressed great anger against Harry and his Irrellinj 
llnd. p. 53. In Noveinber, of tlie preceding rear, the ho 
ordered thii wicked journal to besuppn>s».-d. Ibid. p. 36. It 
on this occasion, for ihe last time. In the Mernirtus Eleut^ 
February 28. of the same year. Cromwell is frequently c 
lirewer ; and is said to hire strukKl the duke of Gl.turestei 
and R .ked him. * sirrah, what trade do yon like b-st T Tl 
told him. that, being a king's son, he h()|>ed the parliumen 
nlloM- him somo means oat of his father's revenue tomaiat 
like a gentleman, and not put him apprentice like a slave. 
yUmig^ makes answer, ' boy you must be an apprentice 
vour tkther's revenue will not make haifsatisfaciiun for th. 
liL- luth done the kingdom, and so Nose went blowing out. 
p. 53. So in the Parliamtntary torter^ August 28, 1648. * i 
IS heard now amongst the brethren but triumph and joy,' i 
editor, * singing and lu'tnh for \he\t Ivaw^ wlccvv*.^ (^buik 
DtvU first, aiid next to NoU CtomvidiY* wnc^^t."ttiA,^. 
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rought Charies I. to London; and the commis- 
oners from the lords and commons began to treat 
ith him for a composition. On the 12th of No- 
smbcr, 1647, at twelve o'clock at ni^t, the speaker 
tad a letter from Cromwell, in which he g^ve an 
xount of the kin^s escape from Hampton Court, 
le place of his residence, or rather, of his confine - 
ent. Cromwell had frighted him with an anony- 
ous letter; and, at nine o'clock, of the preceding 
/^enin^, he slunk out by the back stairs to the 
ater side.* About the first of January, 1647, 1648, 
le commons resolved to hold no further commu- 
on with his majesty; and to continue the powers 

* the committee of twenty-one, sitting at Derby 
)U8e. It was on this occasion, that Cromwell 
ipit fire ;' quoted the scriptural passage, ' Thou 
lalt not suner an hypocrite to reign;' and con- 
aded his speech by laying his hand upon the hilt 
'his sword. As the king was now down, the next 
ow was aimed at the lords ; and, in order to bring 
e subject to a discussion, Cromwell alarmed thenit 
90, with an anonj^nous letter.f This, and the order 
r the king's trial, had the desired effect. The 
rds agreed to dissolve themselves, and go homc.t 
he king^ was at lenjPth taken ; and, after a series 
'indignities and sufferings, was, as all know, tried 

a traitor,^-condemned, — and executed.^ 
It was now Milton's province to justify these pro- 
tedings; and he accordingly wrote a treatise upon 
e Tenvre of Kings and JMagistmtes; 'proving 
he title page says) that it is lawful, and hath been 
;ld so through aU ages, for any, who hath tlie 
)wer, to call to account a tyrant, or wicked king ; 
id, after due conviction, to depose, and put hint 

death, if the ordinary magistrate have neglected 
' denied to do it : And that they, who, of late, so 

• Cromwelliaiui, p. 36. t Ibid. pp. 37, 38. \ 'ttii4. v&. SC^ >&^^ 
^ Jmd, 30tb, 1649, Hume. ch. Ux. 
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much condemn deposing, are the men that did 
ihonisclvcs.' The Independents were delig^ 
with the zeal of their defender; and, when he pu 
lished, in the same year, Ammadvernfrnt on i 
I'lvsbytery at Belfast, and 06*erra/ion* on the Pei 
roiicluded between Charles I. and the Irish Papist 
tlic council of state rewarded him with the appob 
ment of Latin secretary. The Independents b 
determined to correspond in this learned langnaj 
in pure spite to the French ; which, as it was t 
lan^ag-c of monarchists, might, they were alraid, 
tlio means of introducing monarchical ideas. 

lUit Mihon was obliged to serve his new mastf 
in other things besides foreign correspondence, 
few days after the death of the king, a work i 
published, under his name, called the Icon BomUI 
OY a Portraiture of his Sacred Majesty in his S< 
tudcs and Sufferings. Hume says, it was reprint 
fifty times in a twelvemonth ;f and Milton compi 
its effects upon his countrymen to those of Caes 
will upon the Romans. The Icon must, theref 
be broken ; and, in 1649, there Nvas published, 
authority,* IconocJasteSj or the Image Breaker 
Jolin Milton. It was not then doubted, that Cb 
\\ as the real author of his own portraiture ; no 
it till 1686, that the sale of the carl of Anrl 
library ctisclosed a manuscript note on a lea? 
copy ; in which he says, upon tlie authority 
duke of York, that 'this was none of the said 
compiling, but made by Dr. Gauden, bis] 
Exeter.' The discovery gave rise to a gr< 
of controversy ; and * the proofs brought to 
that the work is or is not the king's, (says 
arc so conrincing, that, if an impartial readc 
any one side apart, he wiU think it impossi 

* In the second article of the treitv. the king pror 
peftl of those acts, which foi-bid the Iri^ to bum oats i 
atul to plough with hones by the taV\, ' V'o\. \k. av. 
t Hist, Eitg. ch. lis. 
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ai'giunents could be produced, sufficient to counter- 
balance so strong an evidence.'* He is inclined to 
think, however, that the royalists have the better of 
the dispute ; and his opinion is founded solely on 
the internal evidence of the book itself. The style, 
in his opinion, resembles that of the king much 
more than that of Dr. Gauden;f thougli it is a little 
remarkable, that, according to Dr. Walker, the re- 
lation of Gauden, there occur many expressions in 
the book, which were habitual to the bishop oi 
Exeter. + 

Milton had n6xt to meet an antagonist more for- 
midable than either King Charles, or Bishop Gauden. 
Charles, prince of Wales, now an exile in Holland, 
persuaded Salmasius, a professor of polite learning 
m the university of Leyden, to write a defence of 
his father, and of reg^l government. Salmasius was 
then in the pay of the Dutch administration ; and, 
if We had not been told, that he received a hundred 
jacobuses for his work, we nught wonder, how a 
pensioner of a republic should be writing a treatise 
m favour of monarchy. The Defensio Regia was 
published in Holland, in 1649; and, as soon as it 
crossed the channel, the council of state directed 
their Latin secretary to draw up an answer. The 
Defensio pro Populo AngUcano appeared in 1651 ; 
and, so completely did it answer the expectations 
of the author's employers, that Hobbes is said to 
have declared, he knew not, of the two antagonists, 
whose language was the best, or whose arguments 
the worst. Sahnasius was a great critic ; and Milton 
did not forget to pick barbarisms in his Latinity. 
This question must be left to the schoolmasters ; 
for Mlton falls upon Salmasius, and Johnson falk 
Upon Milton. 

• Hist. Eng. ch. lix. t Id ibid. 

X Tol. p. 75. Toland if the great chan>p\oii ot \.\C\% <\^^. ^* '^• 
Kmyatw at the cad of the volume. 

VOL. VTT. F. 
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polemics uie to draw their swohIs 
Affoon At fauigaafe only and the words ; 
As he who fought at harriers with Salmasins 
BngagM with notlung; bat his style and phrases, 
Mov*d to assert the niiirder of a prince, 
'1^ author of fiUse Latin to convince ;— 
And eoonted breaking Priseian's head a thing 
More capiul than to behead a king. 

ButUr, 

The question in ^spute concerned every govei 

ment in Europe; and the champion of monarc 

reigned almost absolute over the literature of t 

times. An answer to such a writer, upon sue] 

question, could not fail to find readers. It was so 

known throughout the continent. Milton rcceiv 

visits and compliments from all the foreign amb 

sadors ; was tempted, by the offer of great pre^ 

ments, to go into Frsmce and Italy ; and * the oi 

inducement of several foreigners that came over ii 

England^' says Aubrey, * was chiefly to see O. F 

tcctor, and Mr. J. ifilton.* They * would see,' 

adds, * the house and chamber where he was bora 

His book was burnt by the hands of the conrni 

hangman at Paris and Toulouse ; nor is it any thi 

but a testimony to his powers, that the same eari 

Bridgwater, who had acted a part in Connie, wn 

in the title page of his own copy. Liber igncj ^vit 

furcd digni88iim.\ Salmasius had been invited 

Sweden, by Christiana; who treated him with 

much attention, that, when he was sick, she woi 

sit by his bed side, and listen to his conversat» 

Milton's Defence is supposed, by some, to liave < 

casioned Ins expulsion from court, with circu 

stances of indignity and contempt ; but others 1 

us, that he was chsmissed A^-ith marks of honour^! 

a train of attendance almost rcgal.t He died 

• Aub. ap. Godw. p. 338. t Tod. vol. i. p. 77, note. 

X Dr Johnson was, we believe, the fint to mention thia f 
Htiilipi, and almost all the ot!hen,ba^e\)eea'«*^Q(a^Vi\«3£«m 
other story. 
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September, 1653; and Milton believed himseU^ and 
was ready to make others believe, that he died of 
the Defenrio PopuH.* But we learn from Mr. God- 
win, who has no doubt of all this, that Salmasius was 
* confined to his bed during almost the whole of his 
residence' in Sweden :f it is certain, that he was at 
the Spa, for his health, at the time of his death ; 
and, accorcUng^ to his biographer, Clementius, he 
died of that same gout, which, at last, brought Itfilton 
himself to the g^ve.t 

The Defmce of Afilton was answered by an Apo- 
logia pro Mege et Populo AngUcano, contra Johamtis 
dPolypragtnaHci CaUaa J^Uom AngUj DefenMonem 
IhstrucHvom Regis et PopuU, It came out anony- 
mously; but Bishop Bramhall was supposed to be 
the author; and, being an igfnoble book, a reply 
appeared, in 1652, under the name of John Phillips, 
tne younger nephew of Milton. * Non poteram,' 
says he, ' quin hujus ineptissimi nebulonis petulan- 
tiam retundendam mihi, ne rogatus quidem, susci- 
perem.' How 'unasked,' will appear from the 
account of his brother, Edward. AGIton 'committed 
the task,' says he, ' to the youngest of his nephews ; 
but with such exact emendations before it went to 
press, that it might very well pass for his.'§ A 
Supplement to the Apology was published in 1653 ; 
and, as the original work had been attributed to an 
eminent bishop, the real author was now willing to 
give his own signature, and ready to reclsdm his 
own property. He turned out to be John Rowland, 

* Defensio Secunda. t Godw. Fh. p. 15. 

X Vit. et Epist. CI. Salmasu, ab Ant. Clementio. 1656. Tod. vol. 
i.p. 81. 

$ Fb. ap. Godw. p. 347. Perhaps the language of John Phillips 
was parposelr left ambignoas. We hare followed the interpreta- 
tion of Mr. Godwin, who translates it, ' I coakl not prevail upon 
myself not to attempt, thus voluntarily and uninvxieo, \o xe^^ceM 
his insolenw* ' m*. 18, note. It may be rendeied, * 1 eo\v\A i»o^ v«s^ 
forfaorM^ eren bad I been uninvited, to tmidectak^ vYve coa^^ii'^VtfM^ 
oftAkpetuiMatandsHly antagonist.^ 
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an Enji^lish divine.* The Defcmio Fopuli n 
swered by otlier publications, both abroad 
liomc. S'almaMiiiB himBelf hacl paiily finishe 
ply ; and the imperfect prfxhiction was aftc: 
given to the world by his son. Milton's I 
procured him compliments even from Athcn 
it is not probable, that the jiriuBes of modem I 
could much inflate his vanity; and, in the ana 
his fricnd*8 letter, on the subject, he seems to 
that the only benefit he shall derive from thai 
ter, will be, a specific for the disoixlcr of his « 
As every thing about Milton must be cxt 
nary, the loss of his cyesig-ht has been con 
into a wonder. We are told how late he bei 
lus books at night ; what headachs he undci 
what warnings he received from the phya 
and how nobly he slighted their advice ; — hoM 
disinterestedness there was in ' preferring hi 
to his eyes;' and what magnammily he (lisf 
in studying himself blind for the good of the 1 
race.t His enemies, on the other hand, wen 
inclined to give him so much praise for his dilif 
and, for their own parts, they said, there \ 
doubt, that the loss of his sight was a jud 
from heaven, for his attempt at impugning th< 
doctrines of Salmasius. One of these account 
likely as the otliev. The truth seems to b< 
Milton's eyes were constitutionally weak ; ar 
the intenseness of his apphcation only accel 

* Todd, vol. i. p. 82, note. It wa« tlie fashion of the \ 
play upon names ; and RoM'laud thus ntialysea that uf I'hiU 

Phy nota factoris £.£/>/>!// main* omnibos horii, 
Et D>ahi8 et Lippui, tutus inalu* ergo rbUffiJntt. 

t Epistle to I^onardPliilant. 

t He leems himielf to htTC been persuaded, tliat h" 

I4>st them ovcrply M 

In liberty's dvicnc«. 
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an event, wliich must inevitably have taken place 
at an early period of his life. He tells us himself, 
that ' ad naiitraUm debiliUUem occuHomm accesserant 
et crebri. capitis dolores.'* The history he gives of 
his symptoms to Philaras, is utterly inconsistent with 
the suppoation of a disease induced by study ;f and 
the well known circumstance, that one eye beg^ 
to fail, and became extinct, some years before the 
other, is wholly at variance, we believe, with the 
usual course of occular disorders, arising from a 
cause, which must operate equally, and at once, 
upon both eyes.t But a fact, communicated by 
Aubrey, seems to place the matter beyond contro- 
versy. * His father,^ we are told, * read without 
spectacles at ei^ty-four;' but ' his mother had 
very weak eies, and used spectacles presently after 
she was thirty years old.'§ That Milton was his 
mBthet^B ckUdy there can be little doubt. His enemies 
often reproached him with eifeminacv : he had no 
beard at twenty-three ;|| and his complexion was so 
remarkably fiur, that his fellow students nicknamed 
him * the Lady of Christ's College.'^ tf he re- 

* Def. Se& t Epist. ut sap. 

1 Dr. Aiidpnoii tells ns, drnt his disorder was a guttn terena. Sir 
WiJliani Adtms says, that it is sometimes * exceedingly difficult to 
determioe between the first approaches of gutta screiia, and of ca* 
taraet ;* an^ he thus descr'.hes the symptoms, which attend the 
latter : * The disease geoeraliy commences at first In ont- eve. and, 
by the tim«^ it has mnde any considerable progress, the other eye 
beeomi-s afibcted.* Essay on Cataract^ Lona. 1817. 

§ Auk ap. Godw. \k 340 Phillips says, in a loose way, that his 

3es began tadeny * about a dozen yean before' he beoame actu- 
y bUnd. Ap. Oodw. p. 375. He was about forty five at that 
time; and * aoove a dozen years,* taken from this, will leave ns 
about thirty. 

I There can be no other meaning to the ode on himself, on cem« 
ing twenty«thrte years old :— 

My battening days fly on in full career, 
But my late spring no bud or blossom shew'th, 
Perhaps my semblance may deceive the trivv\\, 
llMt I to manhood am arrived «o neax. 



f Aabi, ap, Godw, p. 337, 
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ceived from hU mother so many odier tokeas of 
likeness, she probably gave him her weak eyes alio; 
and it is with so little foundation in truth, that lu» 
biographers would make a personal merit of an he- 
reditary disease. 

Aubrey makes a query, * when he became stari^ 
blind ;' and the question still remains to be mooted, 
riie common account is, tliat the left eye was gone 
in 1651 ; and that the right followed in 1654. But 
he is taunted with blindness in tlie answer of Sal- 
niasius, which must have been written in 1653 : a 
letter from the Hague, dated in June, the tame year, 
already calls him ' im av^tgle nomme Milton;'* and, 
in his Epistle to Philaras, which is dated Sept. 28, 
1654, he does not seem to speak of tlie calamity at 
of recent occurrence. His biographers tell us, that 
lie became bhnd two or three years before he took 
his second wife; and that she died in childbed 
w ithin a year after the marriage.f Her burial, ac- 
cording to Bishop Kennet, took place on the 10th 
of February, I657.+ He must have been married, 
therefore, early in 1656; and three years from that, 
will leave us 1653. 

He was blind, at any rate, when he wrote his De- 
fend') Secunda; which appeared in 1654^ as an 
:uiswcr to a publication of Peter Du Moulin, called 
Jiegii Sangvinis Clamor ad Ceelum adi-ernu ParrUi- 
das Anglicanaa, The publication of the latter was 
committed to Alexander More, of Holland, whom 
Milton, at first, seems to have considered as the an- 
thor; and, though apprised of the mistake before 
iiis answer was printed, he had played too many 
jokes on the word MoruSy to think of altering the 
address. * WeU,' said he, • that was all one ; he 
having writt it, (the Def. Sec.) it should goe into 

T ,T&"!L^***'i,^S"i* ^fP- **y ^»'^»- t Ph. tp. Godw. p. 375. 
.' MS. See Todd, tol. i. p. 84, note. 
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tiie world; one of them was as bad as the other.'* 
Were such puns as tliese, for instance, to be given 
upP ' Moms es? an Momus? an uturque idem estf* 
•iforuB is the Latin for the mulberry : — ^therefore, 

Poma alba ferefaat 

Qoz post nigra tulit Manu, 

Pontia was a maid of More's friend, Sahnasius: — 

Gntli ex coneubitn gravklam te, Pontia, Mori, 
f^nis bene mvratam, fnongeramqae negec ? 

More replied with the Fides Publica ,- in which 
he disavowed the authorship of the Cl<»mor, and 
produced a string of testimonies to his personal 
character. Milton rejoined in a Defensio pro Se. 
More returned a SupplemerOum ; and Milton finished 
the altercation with a brief JRetponsio. It was in the 
same year, 1655, that, as Latin secretary to Crom- 
well, he is supposed to have written the Reasons for 
a war with Spain. ' His agency,' says Dr. Johnson, 
' was considered as of great importance ; for, when 
a treaty with Sweden was artfully suspended, the 
delay was publicly imputed to Mr. Milton's indispo- 
ntion ; and the Swedish agent w^as provoked to ex- 

*Aub. ap. Godw. p. 345. Mr. Ha} le>- says, ' he had a right to 
consiler the publisher as the author according to le^l maxims.' 
Life p. 125. Tfans, the man, whom ihe same bioerapher so much 
extols (p. 33), for connderiog himself * as ever in hu great taskmas- 
ter's eVe,' is represented as being ready to put Us conscience at 
rett, if he only satirfied the law. When More heard, that Milton 
waa pr^Miring to expose and vilify him as the author, he wrote let- 
tan to the Dutch ambassador, in which he denied any partidpation 
in the work, and widied not to be abused fur the doinn of other 
people. The ambassador put these letters into Milton's liands,and 
leanested ^t More mijmt be qmred. Milton replied, that * no 
onbecominff words should proc^ from his pen ;' and then pub- 
liihed a boMc, which, for ribaldry and behlerdash, has icarcelY a 
parallel in the language. This is Mr. Hay ley's * pcoo¥ oS Vik\%\ndL«£^' 
pmdent and inflexible tpirit. * He calls More the autlhoi^ viVvetiVi^ 
knew HmuDu Moulin ; and, prorainDg to tieitbiiu ^nAi ofiVi^^ 
/te tue$bim B« a nnge. 
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press his wonder, * that only one man in England 
could write Latin, and that man blind.' 

We know not upon what authority this aneodote 
is related ; and, even if it be true, we are at a hm 
to see how it proves Milton's agency to have been 
* considered as of g^at importance.' The same men^ 
who could ^artfuUy suspend' a treaty, would not 
lack art to justify the suspension by a pubHc fidie- 
hood. That Milton was considered as a person of 
little consequence in the administration, is abun- 
dantly evident, not only from his own testimony^— 
but from that of his biographers and cotemporuy 
historians. A young friend had solicited his inter- 
cession for the secretaryship in the embawy to Hol- 
land. < I am g^eved,' answered Milton, Dec. 18^ 
1657, ' that it is not in my power to serve you in tkii 
point, inasmuch as I have very few familiarities with 
the gratioai of the court, who keep myself ahnoit 
wholly at home, and am willing to do so.' * He doet 
not appear,' says one of his earhest biographeii^ 
*■ to have been in the confidence of CromweU diuinc 
the whole government, there being no trace of \m 
activity in all the vast collection of Secretary Thur- 
loe's papers.'* Again, * even during the prevalenee 
of Milton's party,' says Hume, * he seems never to 
liave been much regarded; and Whitlocke talks of 
one Milton, as he calls liim, a blind man, who was 
employed in translating a treaty with Sweden into 
Latin.'f The expression of Whitlocke is the mott 
remarkable, because his history is professedly ooo* 
fined to an ' account of what passed from the Degin- 
ning of the reign of Charles I. to the restoration of 
Chaj'les II.' But the restored king himself^ in tlie 
proclamation against l^lilton's books, calls the author 
an * obscure' personage \\ and it is somewhat singtb 
lar, that, in a work of so much detail as the Crvm- 



• Toh p. 97, note. t Hist. 'E.ii^. eoi^VuL voick^aBu 

/ To\. [>. II 3, note. 
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nOf the name of Milton should not once occur, 
d, it was chiefly by strangers that he was ca- 
L and visited;* and we are told, upon what 
to be g^ood authority, tliat he was ' allowed a 
y table for the entertainment of foreign mi- 
3, and persons of leaming.'f 
: latter fact will, in part, enable us to account 
e inconsistency of Milton, in continuing to act 
tin secretary to the new government, after 
well had swerved from aU his republican prin- 
, and become a despot under the name of 
:tor. ' Hanng now tasted the honey of pub- 
ployment,' saya Dr. Johnson, he 'would not 
itohun|[t:r and philosophy; but, continuing 
^rcise his office under a manifest usurpation, 
•ed to Cromwell's power the liberty which he 
sfended.* Mr. Godwin, on the contrary, cannot 
:o think, that the author of Paradise Lost, — 
book is his standing topic of argument, — 
I ever have acted from so mean a motive ; and 
t accordingly told, that Milton only submitted 
t load of despotism for the good of his coun- 
mag^nanimously repressing his own indigna- 
t present abuses, and patiently expecting the 
t of better times.t * Officially,' too, says the 
pst, * he had no concern but with the foreign 
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corded, in another place, the very month and ytu 
in which Milton crowned his humiuation by preteat' 
ing Cromwell with a copy of his book.* He moit 
have been less acquainted with the protector, tim 
his opportunities of observation will suiFer ub to id* 
mit, if he did not know, that Cromwell would prabip 
bly swallow all the flattery, and give his admonitioil 
to the wind. Milton's present employment wm at> 
tended with considerable dignity. He had a fiaei 
salary ; and was enabled to entertain all Iub ▼isten 
at the public expense. The office of schoolmaattf 
was comparatively mean : the g^ns were more pR^ 
carious : there could be no such thing as keepof 
a weekly table for the reception of * foreign »• 
nisters, and persons of learning;' and the difierenfle 
between the two stations was, perhaps, eonwderei 
as cheaply purchased by the sacrifice of a fittle pt* 
litical consistency. 

The servility of bowing to power, when once !»• 
conciled to a man's better feelings, will easily afide 
into a habit; and the restoration of the old repahfi- 
can parliament gave Milton another opportunity fa 
display his skiU at flattering the strongest puty* 
CromweU died in September, 1658. Hia son ll- 
chard immediately took his place ; and parliameift 
was ordered to meet in January, 1659. Miltaa 
* prepared, against the sitting,' says Mr. Godwin^ a 
Treatise of Civil Poivera in Ecclenaatical Cauttif 
showing, if we may believe the title page, that it il 
not lawful for any power on earth to compel in : 
ters of religion. But, in May, 1659, Richard c 
down ; and the long parliament resumed its fiiflj^ 
tions. * This event,* says Mr. Godwin * was a i 



Julmmn compares Cromwell to Caesar; who, sayt he, *wk 
ussumed the periiotual dictatorship, had nut niot-e servile or 
elef^unt flattery/ If Crumwell had known, as well as C«mm 
to nJjsh ihe eleg;ance of classical lauuity ^ the eoinpsrison 
Luve been so inept. 
' Go'lw. Phh. p. 27. May,\ft54. 
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At exultation to Milton; and accordingly gave 
!W encouragement to proceed in his labours 
; public good.'* He seems, himself, to have 
} doubt, and &fr. Godwin plainly intimates, 
le downfal of Richard was the effect of the 
wof Civil Pvaer; and the triumphant wri- 
;8olving to follow up so salutary a blow, ad- 
d to tae long parliament ' a second part of 
t plan' for a religious constitution, under the 
f Considerations toucldng the Ukeliest Means 
rve Krelin^s out of the Church, He calls the 
•arliament the * supreme senate, whose mag- 
)us councils first opened and unbound the age 
double bondage under prelatical and regal 
y ; above our own hopes heartning us to look 
ast like men and Christians from the slavish 
ion wherein from father to son we were bred 
I taught ; and thereby deserving of these na- 
if they be not barbarously ungrateful, to be 
pledged, next under God, the authors and 
itrons of religious and civil liberty that ever 
islands brought forth?' Yet, among other 
le works, it was for turning this same parlia- 
ut of doors, in 1653, that Cromwell was called, 
»n*s Second Defence, the * father of his coun- 



V. Phh. p. 86. 

bitrton calli Hilton a ' timescrrcr ;* and Mr. Hiyley ii 
• point of calKnK Warbarton worse things ; but he suddenly 
mwtes the poor prdate ; and, stopping, like Neptune, uc 
O—^ concludes to spare him for the pretent. * Milton,' say< 
)et of the moct powerfhl, and, perhaps, the most indepen* 
id that was erer given to a mere mortal, iatuUed with the 
•n «^a time-server ; and by whom ? by Warburton. whose 
and whose fortunes— but I will not,' kc. Life of Mdton, 
Lond. 1706. Ded. p. 17. Mr. Hayley need not have told us 
le d^t of his * poetical idotetry.' Milton could not have 
imcaerver, because he was a most fiowerfbl poet; and the 
b having bowed to power, in whatever hanids it came, \s 
iHy disproved by averting, that he *had,pfil)Kn«tO&&Tnn%x 
lent mmd ever given to mortal.' At Mr. Ha'sVv^ ^^^^ ^"^^ 
weA// JMii, not given tu Mit«nury tttife,* \« ma? t«M<:T 
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But this gifted assembly, from which Milton fa 
so much, was soon destined to follow the prati 
ate of Richard Cromwell. The nation con 
chiefly of royalists and presb}'tcrians; and the 
parliament was equally detested by both t 
parties ; who agreed to unite ag^nst this con 
enemy, and only wanted a leader to concei 
and guide their scattered powers. That Icade 
found in honest George Monk; who marched 
Scotland to London A^-ith only 6000 men ; and i 
liis countrymen so w^eary of broils and revolu 
that they were willing to follow any body, and 
mit to any thing, for the sake of repose. FO 
present, however, the kingdom was in more 
fusion than ever. Monk would not tell the pe 
what he intended to do : he did not seem to ] 
himself; and, while the nation was in a state o 
most anxious suspense, — while every individua 
almost in despair of public tranquiUity, andthos< 
had the power in their hands appeared to be u! 
at a loss how thev should use it, — Milton undei 
to show, that it was a case of no diificulty, and 
lished a treatise, called the Ready and Kaay 19 
Establish a Vrce Commonivealth Tlie first cc 
uppeai'cd early in February, 1660 ; and was dc^ 
for the edification of the new parliament, \i 
Monk had ordered to be summoned. But, a 
first Vvrits of election were recalled, and the tir 
meeting necessarily postponed, a second ed 
much enlarged, was soon after published.* 



Iiare been cnf^fped in Ic^omachiei enongh to know the 
offteiitio principii.'-MVhAt does he roean, when he afterwaid 
that * to praise api>ean to have been an »ccii|iation pecaliar|f 
to Milton's spirit r p. P8. Again, p. 129. he does not seem to 
^hat his idol was a timeserver; and only contends, that he 
Lke ' all the rest of Pamasius.'^ * A poet,* he says, * ii as apt 
plaud a hero as h lover is to praise his mistrt^&s.* 

* MiUon does not teem to hive been entirely alonek Wood 
tiotis Hota. or a Model of a Fcee StAte, which, he says, waa pal 
by ¥ooie oik* io the hc^'itmtng oC l^dasuas^^ \^'^. ' ^' 
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Mr. Todd mentions a Letter amcermng the Ruptures 
of the Commonwealth^ as having been written by Milton 
about this period.* A Brief iJeUneation of a Free Com- 
nwnrwealth, addressed to Monk, in 1659, was, it seems, 
unquestionably his ; and I(Ha Democratica, or a Com- 
monweal Platform, as well as a Model of a Democratical 
Government, though anonymously printed, are also 
thought to betray their origin in the same source.f 
Nothing, at any rate, can be more thoroughly demo- 
cratical than Wlton'B ideas of government. Both 
he and Afr. Godwin think, that one may rule his fel- 
lows, and yet ' walk the street as other men, and be 
spoken to freely, familiarly, friendly .'+ The Ame- 
ricans are the last persons to think governors a su- 
perior order of beings ; but it is impossible, that 
men should maintain authority when they make 
themselves so cheap. In the same democratical 
spirit, Milton wrote Brief JVotea upon a sermon 
preached in March, 1660, by one Dr. Griffith; and 
was immediately answered by L'Estrange, in a pam- 
phlet, illiberally styled JVo BHnd Chtidea. Milton 
might have rejomed with a motto from Cicero; whose 
countrymen, he says, did not reject the advice of 
Drusus because he was blind ; but, ' cum sua ipsa 
non videbant, ccecum adhibebant diicem*^ Wood 
says, that the Aphorisms of State, which appeared in 
1661, and the Cabinet Council, or the Arts of Em- 
pire and Mysteries of State, publis&ed three years 
before, were both the productions of our author. !i 
They are not mentioned by our predecessors. 

Milton seems now to have become weary of poli- 
cal ^scussion . He had written in vain, long enough ; 
none of his plans had been adopted ; and he had 

time,* he addi, * John Milton published hi« Ready and Rtsv Woy ta 
EsUibliih a Free Governinent 1659<60. In answer to which came 
out a waggish Censure, pretended to be made the Rota, ptinted in 
tKe htter end of March, 16«0.* Ath. Ox. vol. it. p. 593. «A. Vt'2l^> 

• Tol. L p. 07. Tbl. p. 149. t Todd, \(A. V. p. W. 

^ Bead, mid £a«. Wn, ^ Tusc. ^.uvaX. \.n • ^^^ ^ 

IfAtlL Ox. 1721. rd. i. p. 

rOi. VII, » 
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finally got out of patience with mankind. In his 
opinion, there was no longer any hope for them; 
and, though, in the Beady and Eaay Way^ he was 
willing to make one more effort to set his country- 
men in the right, he had, after all, but little expec- 
tation of their taking his advice. Stocks and stones^ 
he saud, could not be less inattentive ; and, in the 
language of forlorn hope, he calls upon the earth to 
witness the stupidity of man, that could not see the 
right way, when it is so obvious in itself, and when 
it had been so often pointed out. ' Thus much I 
should perhaps have said,' he concludes, ' though I 
were sure I should have spoken only to trees and 
stones; and had none to cry to, but with the pro- 
phet, * O earth, earth, eardi !' to tell the very soil 
Itself, what its perverse inhabitants are deaf to : nay, 
thougli what I have spoken should happen (which 
thou suffer not, who didst create man free! and 
thou next, who didst redeem us from being* servants 
of men !) to be the last words of our expiring" liberty.* 
This, indeed, he fearfuUy forbodes ; and, reconciling 
himself, as well as he can, to what he considers as 
the near approach of poUtical death, he asks, for the 
last boon, that he may only have time to say his 
prayers. * If,' says he, * their absolute determina- 
tion be to enthral us, before so long" a lent of servi- 
tude, they may permit us a httle shroving time first, 
wherein to speak freely, and take our leaves of 
liberty.' 

Yet even this small favour could not be granted. 
The people and the parliament were tired of expe- 
I'iments : any government was better than anarchy; 
and, when it was known that Charles the second had 
landed in England, his subjects were nearly frantic 
for his restoration. The republicans fled away ; and 
Milton hid himself in Bartholomew Close, near West 
Smithfield. The bodies of the leading regicides 
irere dug* up and hung as traitors-, and the Icwm- 
dates and DefermtmeB oC 'NCikoi[v> vi\\?£v ^^ Qb^vnut- 
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iwi afJusticef by Goodwin, were ordered to be burnt 
by the common hangman. The republican chiefs, 
who were yet living', suffered either death or impri- 
sonment ; and ' it is astonishing,' Mr. Godwin thinks, 

* that Milton was not made one of the victims in this 
sangiunary scene, and that the ministers of Charles 
the second ^d not consummate their treachery in 
the extinction of the future author of Parad(>eXo9/.'* 
We might, perhaps, quiet Mr. God^mi's astomsh- 
ment, by suggesting, that these wicked nunisters 
did not probably anticipate the commisdon of such 
^.political enormity as Paradise Lost, 

But, why he should be astonished at all, we are 
at a loss to conceive. He has himself told us, that 
Milton took no active part in the crimes of the 
independents ; and we learn, from numberiess other 
sources, that he was considered as a person of little 
consequence during all the time of the common- 
wealth. He had not imbrued his hands in the blood 
of his sovereign. He had only offended in his 
books ; and vengeance was taken upon his books, 
by ordering them to be publicly committed to the 
flames. As soon as the destruction oi the leading 
rebels had made the royalists secure, they began to 
feel generous; and Milton, to use the expressive 
language of Toland, had kept himself hid < till the 
worst of the storm was over.' We cannot but ad- 
mire, indeed, the simplicity of Mr. Godwin, in won- 
dering that * the future aumor of Paradise Lost* was 
not hung, when it is so well known that he was not 
to be found. No sooner had Charles become firmly 
seated on his throne, than he gave himself up to all 
the oblivious pleasures, for wliich his father's court 
had been so distinguished ; and * some,' says Toland, 

* are of opinion, that Milton was more obliged to that 
prince's forgetfulness than to his clemency.'f It 
was not, according to Dr. Johnson's round ^eriod^ 

• Godw. PhK p. 80, \ To\. ^. U&- 
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because he had been ^deprened bjr foftone «iddit> 
armed by nature.' Othera were equallgr depraaat.d 
by fortune, who yet were not nared; atid» ao fiir aa 
Milton waa terrible at all, the hiaa of nght had» br 
no meana, deptived him of hia arma. Ahnoflt aft 
his invectiTea againat kinga and kingship w^re WBl- 
ten after he became blindi and 1^ auU poaaeaaed 
the same diapoaitioii and atrength of mindt wiUk ijBm 
same keenneaa and vohibilily m language. 

We hare two atoriea about the mode, in whickka 
is said to have ehided puniahment. AcoordiB|^ to 
one account, he pretended to be dead, and had a 
funeral proceavon; and *the king,' we are told, 
* applauded hia policy, in escaping the puniahtoajt 
of death by a seasonable ahow m dying.'* We knmr 
not how to contradict, nor why we should belii»ff, 
this tale. Again, during the war between the kfaw 
and parliament, Davenant was taken priaoaer, aap 
condemned to death : Ifilton's intercesmon i)i aMd 
to have preserred his life ; and, when fortune had 
brought Milton into nmilar danger, Davenan^ it ia 
added, was glad to repay the benefit. * Here,' aags 
Dr. Johnson, ' is a reciprocation of generoaiQr ead 
gratitude so pleasing, that the tale makea ita owR 
way to credit. But, if help were wanted, I know 
not where to find it.' It was his creed, that * "^Mfflp 
any splendid story is wholly true;'f and, aocoiri- 
ingly, though, a little before, we were told that * Mil- 
ton saw himaelf and his cause in equal danger,' *it. 
seems not certain,' now, that * his hfe waa erer in 
danger.' The stosy here repeated was first dtM^ 
vered by Richardson; who received it from Potptt 
as he had it from Betterton, the player. The ' nap- 
ration,' says Dr. Johnson, ' can be traced no higheri' 
and we are left to conclude, therefore, that it ia «^ 
together unworthy of crectit. But it is almost impoa- 

• Cunningham's Kit. G. B. vol. i. p. 14. Wart. Sd dlit. SmsOer 
roem$p p. 358. 
t Life of Dorset, 
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^ble, in the nature of things, that the story should 
be traced any higher. Betterton was set up and 
patronised by Dayenant; was, of course, in haluts 
of intimacy with him; and, unless we are ready to 
pronounce him a liar, must have derived his account 
from Davenant himself.* 

That Milton's hfe was at first in danger, we have 
the clearest evidence. The attorney general was 
ordered to indict him ; and the king, in his piocla- 
mation, says, that ' no endeavours used for his ap- 
prehension can take effect, whereby he mig^t be 
brought to leg^ tryal, and deservedly receive con- 
dign punishment for his treasons and oifences.'f 
This proclamation was dated August 13, 1660. Hil- 
ton was in the hands of the sergeant at arms in De- 
cember of the same year. But three months had 
cooled the resentment of his enemies : the act of 
indemnity had been past; and, on Saturday, Decem. 
15^ it was ordered, by the house of commons, * that 
Mr. Milton, now in custody of the sergeant at arms, 
be forthwith released, pajdng his fees.'t He had 
powerful friends in the house ; particularly Sir Tho- 
mas Clarges, Secretary Morice, and Mr. Andrew 
Marvel.^ But he struggled to the last: he refused 
to pay the sergeant's fees ; and, both being called 
before the house, the question was referred to the 
committeeofprivilegesandelections.il How it was 
determined, we know not. 

This is the time for Milton's worshippers to ejacu- 
late their lamentations over his fallen and imdone 
condition ; more especially as the time draws near, 
when the wretchedness of his circumstances will so 
aptly enhance the glory of his great poetical achiev- 
ment. Mr. Godwin is chief mourner ; and he whines 
after the following manner : * Blind — ^robbed, I sup- 
pose, of the principal part of his property — Shunted 

• Newt. Life of Milt. t Ap. Tol. p. 113, note. 

tlbidL 0,175, note. 6Godw. p.l26. P\i.avW^.V''^'^^« 

Todd, vol, i, p, 97. \ Newt. Milt. 

r 2 
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out of society— sheltered, according to one sec 
by the device of a mock-ftinenl — hidden in a i 
less comer from the pursuers of the Uiw — he 
from day to day of the legal insults and mu 
committed on his dearest friends — surround 
all mdes by the shouts, the acclamations, an 
drunken riots of the frantic royalists — apprehe 
and at length with difficulty permitted to e 
with liberty and life.'* That he was blind, v 
not dispute: that he was robbed of his pro] 
Mr. Godwin g^tuitously 'supposes:' that h< 
hunted out of society, is not true : that he was 
tered by the device of a mock-funeral, is on! 
lieved fbr the sake of a climax : that he was h 
in a nameless comer, is a mistatement; fori 
Bartholomew Close : that he heard on all sidei 
from day to day, such terrific news, is merety 
mance; and that he was apprehended, and 
difficulty escaped with liberty and life, is onl; 
true ; fbr he voluntarily came forth from his li 
place, under the act of oblivion ; and, though 
time in the custody of the sergeant at arms, w( 
of no opposition to his final release. 

AGlton's situation was not half so deploral 
that of many others ; and, indeed, this very Mr. 
win has, in another place, expressed his ' ast 
ment' at the lenity of his victorious enemies, 
was blind, it is true ; and, as this was the onl^ 
ticular which distinguished his case from that' 
associates, it is exaggerated into a calamity eq 
all the rest put together. If Milton had foUo^ 
trade, in which his eyes were peculiarly necessi 
if, for instance, he was to handle the pencil < 
graver, the loss of sight would have been f 
consolable misfortune: but, as his businesf 
chiefly confined to reflection and compositio 
had little use for any other eyes than those c 
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mind. It is a little singfular, that, while his biogra. 
phers make so many moans for him, he never utters 
one for himself; and that, when writing an especial 
ode upon his own blindness, he feels so httle inclined 
to be sorrowful, that he falls, like Antipater, to mak- 
ing* puns. For our own parts, we are willing to 
take his own words for his feelings;— we will not 
believe a man wretched when he tells us he is hap- 
py. < Me sortis mex,' says he to one who taunted 
him with blindness and imbecility, < neque piget, 
neque poenitet. Amici officiosius nunc etiam quam 
solebant, cohint, observant, adsunt. Neque ego 
cxcis, afflictis, mocrentibus, imbiciUis, tometn vob id 
fidterum ducetis, aggregari me discrucior. Est quod- 
4lam per imbecUitatem, prxcunto Apostolo, ad maxi- 
mas vires iter : sim ego debilissimus, dummodo in 
mea imbicilitate immortalis elle et miHor vigor e6 
86 efficacius exerat; dummodo in meis tenebris di- 
▼ini vultus lemen e6 clarius elucet; tum enim infir- 
imssimus ero omul et validisdmus, caecus eodem 
tempore et perspicacisnmus.'* We will add a pas- 
sage from Cicero. * Democritus,' says he, <lumi- 
nibus amissis, alba scilicet, et atra discemere non 
poterat: at vero bona, mala; xqua, iniqua; honesta, 
turpia; utilia, inutilia; magna, parva poterat: et 
sine varietate colorum licebat vivere beate; sine 
notione rerum non licebat. Atque hie vir,' he 
adds, what we think equally applicable to Milton, 
^impediri etiam animi aciem adspectu occulorum 
arbitrabitur.'f 

But Mr. Godwin has not made Milton wretched 
enough from his public misfortunes. He must com- 
plete the picture by showing a conspiracy among 
lus own children to disturb his quiet, and destroy 
his happiness. The two eldest daughters, we are 
told, upon the authority of a nuncupative will, and 
the annexed depontions, which Mr. Godwin never 
stops to examine, ' found their favo\afi\j& Te\as3i&^vy^ 
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in the society of a mud-servant, with whom they 
combined against their father, and advised her to 
cheat liim with a false account of the marketiBSS/ 

* They made away,' it is added, * with some of ms 
books, and would have sold the rest to the dunghiD 
women/* So cruelly and so incessantly, indeed, 
is he said to have been annoyed and preyed upon, 
that he was obliged to marry a third wife^ mere^ to 
protect himself from the insults and rapacity of Mi 
daughters.^ And their conduct is represented as pe- 
culiarly ungrateful, because, as it is said, in the same 
documents, Milton expended the ' greatest part of 
his estate in providing for them ;* gave them an tSf 
cellent education ; and, what seems to be thought 
uncommonly generous, put them out to learn the 
trade of ncedlework.t I'hat these dau^tera were 
guilty of the filial impiety thus laid to their charge, 
we are not yet prepared to believe. Milton's woni 
are replete with allu^ons to his domestic afTain; 
yet we never find him complaining of abuse fron 
any member of his family ; and, as to the nuncupa- 
tive will, upon which the charge is solely founded, 
we think a brief examination of the circumstances, 
under wliich it is said to have been made, — ^the cha- 
racter of the witness, who attests its authenticity, 
and the nature and consistency of the facts, which 
they disclose, — ^will sufficiently show how little such 
a document is wortliy of credit. 

Christopher Milton, as we have said before, was a 
practiser of law in the Inner Temple ; and spent all 
his vacations at Ipswich. He deposes, tliat, on the 
20th of July, 1674, when on the eve of quitting 
London, he paid a visit to our poet; who, he sayi^ 
addressed to him the following words, in a serious 
manner, as if he intended them for his last will: 

* Brother, the portion due to me from Mr. Powel^ 
my former wife's father, I leave to the unkind chil- 
dren I had by her ; but I have received no part of 

*Godir.Fhh.p.U9. tlitWMA. XG^A^.^.-w^ 



mdutiiul to me. And all the residue of my 
I leave to the disposal of EUzabith, my love- 
ife.'* Christopher Milton reduced this testa- 
to writing, the last of November, 1674 ;-|- and 
little singular, we observe, in the first place, 
e should have suffered the solemn declaration 
lat he believed to be his brother's last will to 
n more than three months, committed to no- 
but the frailty of his own recollection. It is 
ar, too, tliat such a man as Milton, when in no 
fear of immediate death, than was induced by 
i fit of the gout, should leave his relations to 
)ver his grave, by giving Ids last will thus lite- 
o the wind; and tlie singularity is greatly en- 
d, when we come to be told, by the corrobo- 

witnesses, that, though he hved more than 
months after making this pretended dcclara- 
le never took any steps to render it more cer- 
by writing the few lines, in which it might 
leen embraced; but, almost to the day of his 
, continued to cite it as a thing indisputably 
d.t This is not the conduct of any prudent 

It is a wise rule of law, that no nuncupative 
liall be considered as vdid. unless it be mado 
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Hie lmt|iU/ of Chfittpplicr MUlMiVMiwt 
w fta g m ifc^ •■ one feek pedbpoiedte wiA> 
tt<iiMii:M{%-4liat Ifiltoirii widow wao atem 
md *Plffi|» rriitea, ntiier rMhW/ at Mr* 
tlikila^ ^ tlwt die peneeiited hb dbadroa ib 
time»aBdehestedrUiemathitde«ai.'t We 
pottthre testimoinr to the exodleiice of Imp • 
tion; md, if it thonld turn Qut» tbttihewi 
toabiue, or eren to defrmd, thed^dieBof ^ 
ner wife^ we mppote it win not be eon ridew^'il 
rfTf mooitroat ezoepti<Mi to the mail olMii0lli| 
■tepniothen. • . .v^i 



fiow ihe eontrifed to < nliit Chriitoplwr' Mjl 
we ftondt br hii own depontion» thst, rfUgliii 



in her eaiiie» we ooold not at flnt divine f 



tomtoLoodonyehe told him, hrr hnihii! '■h 

whok ettate amoiiinted to 1500 poii]idi»4i Mt tfi 
abfence, directed her to giro him eU ■Jiuni 101 
we began to think, that her means of MdnoltefM 
not altogether to contemptible ; aadthal^aalwl 
not, heme, any interest in the eitabliahment of ■ 
a will, we need not any long^er wonder at tha M 
neai, with which he committed it to paper* -i 
aaya, it was in 'this Ifichaehnas tenne last 'pi 
that he received the precious information Juat m 
tLoned;! and it was on the 23d of NoyembeTy H 
he reduced the will to writing.5 Michaelmia ti 
begina on the Gth, and ends on the 28th, of Non 
her. Milton died on the 8th; and his brbtherOM 
therefore, have been in town, two da3rs befora 1J 
event. IfthewiU was not an afterthought, irii^ 
it not attended to within these two da3rs? H 
should it be forgotten till the 23d? And;« 
was it, that Christopher Milton, who had hithfB 
been so excessively neglectful, should, on a aUdd 
take an active interest in the business, and ei 

•Rleli«I<if)BorMntB.3S, t Todd. ¥01 1, p. lSfl» noCi, 
t Ph. BD. Oodw, p. 3tU V'^^v^^'^*^ ^'^'1 ^ 
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lend the widow money to carry on the law-suit?* 
He undoubtedly expected to get it back with an 
abundant premium ; and, though it would not hare 
done to show his interest directly upon the face of 
the will, because bis testimony would then have lost 
its force ; yet, as it makes the testator give his pro- 
perty, — ^not amply, as is usual, to Elizabeth Bfilton^— 
tmt * to the (U»posal of his loveing wife,' Christo- 
!iher well knew, that, by thus wording the instru- 
nent, the widow, after what she had already told 
lim, could not \vithhold the surplus 500 pounds, 
inder the pretence of an absolute gift to herself. 

We have always thought, that Milton was, at least, 
I inan of magnanimity. This is the account of all 
(lis biog^phers; and even Dr. Johnson quotes the 
passage of Pliiltips, in which he says, his uncle was 
' of a generous nature, more inclinable to rcconci- 
lia^n than to perseverance in anger and revenge.'f 
We had thought, too, that the last will of every per- 
Mm was the place to for^ve all injuries. Is it pro- 
bable, then, that such a man as Milton, after remain- 
ing nlent twenty years, should choose the last, the 
most solemn, act of his life, to fix an immortal stig- 
laa upon the characters of his own offspring ? Had 
'Jie instrument been prolix, and had his displeasure, 
18 is usual in such cases, been inferrable rather from 
its general tenor, than from any express declaration, 
there would have been more probability on its side : 
but here is a will of scarcely a half a dozen lines ; 
and we are called upon to believe, that tlie malice 
[k Milton was so vindictive, as to tell posterity 
twice, in so short a space, how ung^tefully and un- 
kindly he had been treated by his children. If any 
thing can hei^ten the absurdity of this, it is the 
circumstance, that the testator includes all three of 
his daughters in the same general curse,— when it 



* Tq^ , Tol. i p. 1 76, Hk owo depontioii. 
-^ Ph, ap, Godw, p, 369, 
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is known, tliat the eldest was a cripple, and the 
youngest a favourite. Anne, the fint, not only had 
an impediment in her speech,— but was rendflved 
completely helpless by the imbecility of her fimbi.* 
Surely it was a strange kind of generosity, that could 
prompt a man to utter his last breath in a nudedi^ 
tion against such a child. Deborah, the youngci^ 
was his amanuensis.f She was the only one of te 
three, whom he taunit to understand Latin ;t aad^ 
when, many years nter his death, she was shcMni 
one of his portndts, notwithstanc^g her ^'^inhe- 
ritance, she burst into exclamations of love, sad 
said, he < was dehghtfiil company, the life of the oo** 
versation, and that on account of a flow of subje^t^ 
and an unaffected cheerfulness and drility/^ We 
cannot believe, that such a daughter _coiild hm* 
treated her fatiier with irreverence and craehj;^ 
and it is not our least objection to the gemuneiMi 
of this wiU, that no distinction is made between te 
good and the bad ; that all three are embraced hi 
&e same unquaUfied and sweeping sentence of OOB* 
demnation. 

Nor do the witnesses to this instrument contri* 
bute to remove our distrust of its authenticity. Tke 
first is Maria Fisher, a waiting maid from Briekkae, 
in Old street; who says, that she was acqiudnled 
with Milton aJbout a year before his death ; and tfai^ 
' on such a day, about noon,' while he and Ids vife 
were at dinner, he said, among other things, 'Make 
much of me as long as I live, for thou knowest I 
have ^ven thee all when I dye at thy duponUJ She 
adds, that he was, * at that tifne, ot perfect nrnkl 
and memory; talked and discoursed sensibly and 
well; was very merry, and seemed to be in good 
health of body.'l Her sister Elizabeth, she cm- 
tinues, was then in the room with her; — and^ wt^ 

* T^A.*'®'» »• PP- 1^®- 184. t Aub. «p. Godw. B. 337. 

i Id. ibid. ^ Bk^ l!(<Aei o1klla«m^^x(wA.'v«^ 

// Todd, vol. i. pp. 177. WO. 
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cordingly) when Elizabeth comes to give her depo- 
sition, she employs, for the most part, precisely, tlie 
same lan^age.* She says, indeed, that l^Iilton 'was 
then indisposed in his body by reason of the ^s- 
temper of the gout, which he had then upon him.'-t- 
Yet this, it might be ssdd, is no material difference; 
for Aubrey tells us, that *he would be cheerful 
even in his goute-fitts : and sing.'t In the deposi- 
Uons of both witnesses, the time when they heard 
these things was specified with the same certain- 
ly; but, as they did not exactly coincide, in this 
particular,§ it seems to have been agreed to say no- 
thing about it, in their answers to the interroga- 
tories. Let a witness only stick to generals, and 
there is little fear of contradiction. Christopher 
Hilton had already sidd, that the will was delivered 
* about noon ;'|| and we cannot help tliinking, that 
Maria and EUzabeth Fisher both used the same 
vague expression, * on such a day, about noon,' in 
order to have us conclude, that, if they could <iot 
be supposed to mean the same time with Christo- 
pher, they, at least, referred to the same time with 
each other. But neither of these conclusions will 
do. Christopher Milton says, that, when the will 
was ^ven, his brother was in his chamber ; and that 
his ^rae and servant, Elizabeth Fisher, were ' going 
up and down the room.'t Elizabeth Fisher says, 
too, that he was in his ' lodging chamber;' but she 
adds, that, instead of going up and down the room, 
his wife and himself were sitting at dinner; and 
that no otlier person, except herself, was then pre- 
sent.** Maria Fisher, on the contrary, says, that 
they were at dinner ' in the kitchen ;' and that her 
sister and herself were both present.ff Neither 
even so much as mention the name of Chris- 

• Todd, vol. i. pp. 181. 183. t ML ibid. 

1 Aub. ap. Godw. p. 3 46. 6 Todd , vo\. i. pp. \1% . 'VA'^* 

"i Id. ibHL p. 174. f U. ibid. p. 173. *♦ W. WA. p- "V^v. 

^i-ld. iUd. p. 178. 
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tophcr Milton i and it is singular enough, tliat £!»' 
zabcth says, tlic occasion of the poet's speaking tbc m 
above words, was, that his wife had procured aooe- • 
thing for dinner * which he very well liked,* when . 
all liis biographers agree, that he had no choice ii 
his food. 

If these stories, tliercfore, were meant to refiertB 
the same time, tliey are contradictory; and» if they 
allude to diiferent times, wc shall show, thftt they 
are improbable. One would think, from readinif 
these depositions, that Milton did nothing but eit 
dinner, and remiiid his wife of his will. Now, even 
if the will had been reduced to writing, and rega- 
larly attested, wc cannot tliink, tliat he would oe 
eternally ringing it in the ears of his wife. It is not 
a subject, to which other men deUght to recuri 
more especially, when, like Milton, they are in thdr 
mirtliful moods. But, when we reflect, that this 
pretended will was only delivered orally to li^ bro- 
ther, and that he lived and * was merry,' more than 
three months, alter making tlie declaration, we ire 
not prepared to believe, that he should continue 
thus to quote and repeat it, without taking any 
measures to render its provisions more certain. It 
seems, howeve/, tliat tliis was not the only tojuc, 
upon which it was his pleasure to dwell. We are 
to believe, that he descended to be familiar with 
waiting-maids; and to talk over witli tliem the most 
delicate circumstances of his private affairs. Thufl^ 
he not only lets Elizabetli Fisher into the liistory oS 
iustice Powell's promise of a thousand pounds ;*■ 
but favours her with the stories, that were told to 
him, by a former senant, of tlie undutiful tricksy 
wliich his daughters had played.f The nature of 
these tricks are not calculated to help the impro- 
bability. There is nothing absohitely incredible in 
the tale, tliat his daughters advised liis servants to 

' Todd, roL i. 182. t lA. WJA. ^. l^^. 
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m in the marketings; but who will believe, 
len tlie second was told of his expected new 
e, she answered, it is < no news to hear of 
xling, but if she could hear of his death, 
t something'.'* So it might possibly be, that 
<le way with some of his books ; but who 
How tlie stor>', tliat *they would have sold 
to the dunghill-men ?* We believe, it is the 
le, tluit ever this class of the community 
apcctcd of being anxious for a library. Maria 
lad heard nothing against the daughters; 
readers will know how hr to credit Eliza- 
hen we tell them, in addition to what has 
been sjud, that she was, at the time of her 
on, the sen'ant of Milton's widow, and was 
(I as a witness on her side of the cause .f 
toii tell his pri^'ate griefs to nobody but 
maids P Were there not some among liis 
who, if such things had ever fallen from his 
uld Ikivo bi'on tlic more likely to he en- 
vith tluni, and better fitted to establish their 
city ^ 

ipp(^se, indeed, that the stoiy here told was 
\cd uitlioiil us much basis as is alwavs sufii- 
* sucli fabrications. The daughters Milton 
his first uifi',* says Phillips * Ih' made ser- 
to him ill that very particular in which he 
ntetl their service, and supplied his want of 
1 by tlieir eyes and tongues. For though he 
>• about iiim some one or other to read to him, 
i*sons of man's estate, who, of their own ac- 
eetlily catclied at thi^ opportunity of being 
ers, that they might as well reaj) the bene- 
lat the\ read to him, as oblige him by the 
of ilieir readinj;;', others of ycninger years 
thiir parents to the same end; vet, exeusiu}.' 
' eUlist (laugliter l)y reason of herbodxK vw 

oL i. p. 7 . *. I la. {\,ia. p. !*!• 
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finnity, ami difllcult utterance of iipccch (whi 
fmy tlin tnitli, I dinibt wm the principal raiifu: 
nmiiifp her) thf: othrr two wrf: conrlcmoM t 
porfrirmancf! of rciulinff, ami v.xurMy pmnounc 
nil the lanipiaffcH of wiiatrvvr book hr ahould ] 
tiinr or otiir.r think fit to pcniBr ; viz. thrr He 
(and I think the Hyriac,) the Greek, thn lati 
Italifliit Hpaniah, and Prcnch. All which m 
jiofikfi to he confincrl to rnafl, without under 
in|f one wivnl, nnmt nrrdii be a trial of pai 
alnioat heyomi rndii ranee ; vet it waa cnnnr 
bolh for a lonif time. Yet the irki^micnefM c 
^miploymont could not he alwaya concealec 
hnmn out more into exprciwiona of uneasinei 
that, at lenfrth they were all, even the eldest 
acnt out to learn aomc curioua and ingenious 
of manufacturcy that are proper for women to 
particularly emhrviideries in golrl and silver.^* 
f 'an it be, that Milton should tlnia impose 
his daughteni, a taak which no human pal 
could endure, and then charge them with fil 
gratitude ffir at lenirth breaking into expressH 
iinraNihrHn f \u<\, tiiirr iieeing their prcparatii 
future life thiin totally neglected, anrl tbrniscl 
letii^h put out. to trades beneath their birti 
Ntfltion, miiKt we bo t^dd by Mr, Untiw'in, thai 
are not. to Hiippone he was nejfbT.tful of their 
intrreatN ?'f The first marriffl n earpniti-r ; tl 
eoiid died singlf^ nnd iUf third becatii'! the w 
M poor weaver, in HnitiiMieldH.i We are not a 
tbosr, who are ready to sar.ritier thr gr,rHl iiai 
all ottM'rg to tlir- rrputation fif Milton; and, ' 
have eon tri billed to rrseiir from inf»my the el 
tcrw of three flaiightfrff, who seem to have aiif 
<|iiitf' as iniirh mii ah they eornmittcd, wr Hiiall 
(iiii'sr'lveH HnHieinitly exctiHcd for the prolix 
this examination. 

* Pit. up. fltmlw, .i« I . \i ,m\w . A'A\>\. v. ^M 

i WMti. notcttt ffif i-tiil of lilt- w't\\,Mi*\ lAn.tm MWmiSv 
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The wife, whose conduct has occasioned this di- 
^ession, was Elizabeth Minshull, of a genteel family, 
n Cheshire. Milton is said to have married her at 
iie recommendation of liis friend Dr. Paget; whose 
idvice he sohcited, and who doubtless thought his 
>wn kinswoman* would be a fit wife for any body. 
Hilton lived in Germyn-street at the time of this 
narriage ; but he removed, soon after, to a house 
n the Artillery-walk, leading to Bunhill-fields ; 
vhiehy says Phillips, 'was his last stage in this 
RTorld.' From his small house in High-Holbom, 
xrhere we left him, previous to his appointment of 
Ljttin secretary, he removed to one Thompson's, 
lezt door to the Bull-head tavern, at Charing 
3ro8S ; which * seems to have been a lodging taken,' 
lajs his nephew, 'till his designed apartment in 
Scotland yard' could be prepared for his reception .f 
Por some reason or omer, howevei^ he quit his 
apartment' in Scotland yard, for a garden-house in 
Petty-France, in Westminster, opening into St. 
Tames Park; where he remained from 1652 till 
nthin a few weeks of tlie restoration. When he 
smerfi^ from Bartholomew-close, he took a house 
n HmborA, near Red Lion Fields; whence he re- 
noved, a^ has been just stated, first to Jewin-street, 
uid then to the ArtUlery-walk. 

As he was now free of public employment, he de- 
moted his whole time to three undertakings, which 
lad been resumed, at every interval of leisure, for 
iie last twenty years of his life ; — ^a History of his 
)wn country, a Latin Dictionary, and an Epic Poem. 
We agree with Dr. Johnson, that, < to collect a dic- 
tionary, seems a work, of all others, least practica- 
ble in a state of bUndness, because it depends upon 
perpetual and minute inspection and coDation;' 
uid that, ' to compile a history from various authors, 
when they can only be consulted by other eyes, is 

* Ph, op. Oodw. p. 380. \ Id. Vbi&.V- ^*» *^- 
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not easy, nor possible, but witli more skilful anC 
tentive help ttian can be commonly obtained.' '. 
ton, however, was not without examples, 
should suppose, that a lawyer, above all men, ov 
to have eyes; yet the house of Csuus Drusus 
always filled witli chents ; who, says Cicero, w 
they could not see their own way in their afii 
were >villing to avail themselves of a bhnd gu 
("nius Aufidius dischar^d the office of pnc 
delivered speeches in the senate, and wrote a I 
cian history, after he had lost his sight. * Vid< 
in litteris,' says Cicero. Blind Diodatus, tlie si 
resided many years at Cicero's house ; and, whi 
scarcely credible, not only devoted himself to 
losophy with more eagerness tlian ever, pla 
upon the Pytliagorian hddle, and read books 
and night, — ^but, what seems to be absolutely 
practicable without eyes, superintended a scho< 
geometry, and would direct his pupils, by wo 
whence, whither, and hotv to draw their lines.* 
But, whatever might have been l^lilton's diiii 
tics in compiling a dictionar>' or a liistory^ it cai 
be pretended, that the loss of sight was a ser 
impediment to the composition of an epic pc 
Homer, we are told, was bUnd. But, when we 
this, to use once more the ]ang[uage of Cicero, 
look at his picture, and not at lus poetry. ¥ 
re^on, asks the delighted philosopher, what c< 
wliat comer of Greece, what species pf form, \ 
battle, what parade, what contest of oars, what 
tion of man or of beast, has he not so painted, t 
though he may not have seen it liimself, he fo: 
his readers to see it ?+ When Milton commen 
Paradise Lofty — ^how lie fii-st conceived the ide 
and what was the original celebrity of the poen 
are tluree questions, which his biographers 
strive to illustrate, and continue to discuss. 

• I'usf. Quant. I. V. % 33, el »ec\. V W. vb«i. 
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'tkert is some reason to doubt the saying of Dr. 
>lm8on, that 'he was long choosing, and began 
te.' Even in a college exercise, written in his 
Hh year, he expresses his hopes of soaring to the 
k>or of heaven,' and ' looking in' to see the ' bliss- 
1 deities;'* and <it is worth the curious reader's 
tention,' says Mr. Thyer, one of his commentator^ 
o obierve how much Parcidise Lost corresponds 
ith tluB prophetic wish.' Agidn, Milton tells Diodati, 
ho had asked him what he was about at his father's, 
m^^wv, et volitare meditor.* In his first reli- 
0U8 treatise, of Reformation^ he says, * some one 
ayy perhaps, be heurd singing hymns and hallelujas 

new and lofty measures ;' nor does he forget to 
fonn the public, in 1642, that, 'ever since ho 
Nild conceive himself any thing wortli to his coun' 
y,,the intention had lived within him, to celebrate 
. glorious and lofty h3nnfms tlie throne and equipage 
' God's almightiness, and what he works, and 
he suffers to be wrought, witli high providence 
us church; to sing — ^whatsoever in religion is 
>ljr and subhme, in virtue amiable or g^avc, what> 
lever hath passion or admiration of that, which is 



*-T«t I had nther, if I were to choose, 

Tby lenicc in tome graver subject use ; 

Such as may make thee search thy coifers roum|. 

Before thou clothe my fancy iu fit sound ; 

Such, where the deep tniiis)wncd mimi may loar 

AboTe the wheeling polet, at Heaven's door 

Lnok in, and ace each blissful deity, 

How he before the thundrous throne doth He. 

MUum onee had a deugn, it is well known to make prince Ai* 
ar the tulgect of an epic poem. Mr. Warton tliinks, that the 
,rice of BfuMOt the friend of Tasso, first put him upon this do^ 
pi; and Mr. Hayley adds, that the conjecture n nut a littk: 
(engthaaed by the &ct, that, in Tai&o's discourses on epic poetry, 
rthar it oAen recommended as a good hero for a poem. Hayl. p. 
4. It was in the ode toManso, that this design fint showed \vw:\v% 
id the above vacation exercise i« a proof, that \ie bad XoTv^V^iwe 
nceiTed a dilktent idea. 
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called fortune from without, or the wily subtiltics 
and refluxes of man's thoughts from within; all 
these things with a solid and tractable smoothness 
to point out and describe, teaching over the whole 
book of sanctit}' and virtue, through all the instances 
of example, witli such delight, to those especiaUv 
of soft and delicious temper, who will not so much 
as look upon truth herself, unless they see hep ele- 
gantly drest; that whereas the pathes of honesty and 
gY)od life appear now iTigged and difficult, though 
they be indeed easy and pleasant, they will then 
appear to all men both easy and pleasant, though 
they were rugged and difficult indeed.** 

lie then proceeds to say, that this thing can only 
be done * by devout prayer to that eternal Spirit, 
who can enrich with all utterance and knowledge, 
and sends out his seraphim with the hallowed me 
of his altar to touch and purify the lips of whom he 
j>lcases.*t Here we have nearly the argument and 
invocation of Paradise Ijoat ; and perhaps it is not 
unworthy of notice, too, that, in spcakine^ of the 
difficulties, which attend such an undertakin|^, he 
uses almost the same language in this prose trea- 
tise, and in the poem. He says, in the former, 
that he shall give no * certain account of what the 
mind at home, in the spacious circuits of her musing, 
hath liberty to propose to herself, though of highest 
hope and hardest attempting;* and he opens the 
third book of Paradise Lost, witli telling us, that he 
had been 'taught by the heavenly muse to venture* 
upon the flight of the foregoing books, * though 
hard and rare.' So, he talks, in the treatise, of be- 
ing *fed with cheerful and confident thoughts;' 
and, again, in the introduction to the third book of 
the poem, he * feeds on thoughts, which move har- 
monious numbers.' But he has almost told us him- 
self, in so many words, that he began his great epic 

• ReaB, o( Churrli Gov Inttod. "R . 1\ . '^^^ \4\V5d, 
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lem before he became a politician; for, after men- 
ymag, as above, what he had been so long* deter- 
ined to do, he adds, that it was ' with small willing- 
!88 that he endured to interrupt the pursuit of no 
m hopes than these, to embark in a troubled sea 
' fuuae and hoarse disputes.* He would hardly 
Ik of interrupting a pursuit, which had not yet 
sen commenced. 

It u remarkable, that all the shorter poems of his 
Illy life, — whatever may be the occasion, which 
died them forth, — are constantly burthened with 
lioebus, nightly visitations. Homer, and Virg^ ; 
K^ in one place particularly, he seems to intimate 
^etty broadly, that he was about to do what would 
ite Dim above both the latter poets. In speaking 
' what he calls his exile from Cambridge, he says, 
oaag other things, ' O that Ovid had suffered no 
■eater balamities than his banishment to Tomas ! 
very one would not then have been obliged to 
eld to Homer; nor, conquered Maro! would the 
it pTuae be still given to thee I'f That is to say, 
ilton himself is Ovid in exile ; and, if he does not, 
ze Ovid, meet with any heavier misfortunes, he 
all do that which those misfortunes prevented 
rid from doing. One is the rather tempted to put 
18 construction upon the words, because the c\c- 

' Real. Cb. Gov. Introd. b. ii. 
I- Kleg. i. td Diod. 

0«ntintim ^-ates nunquam graviora tulitset 

Ille Tomiiano tlebilb exiil sf^ro ; 
Non tunc lonio qiiicqnam vesstsset Honiero, 

Ntre fi>ret victolaust til:i prima, Maro. 

IVe may otnerve here, that, when Milton uses the wonl t.xu\ W 
n not mean an outcast,— any mure than )i s use of the \voi-<) 
frwtu^ for a modem UwytT, conveys all tho ideas vuniieiti-il 
ih Ibe orig^inal sigiiifteatiou of tliat voi-d:— 

Site dccvnaali /Zscundiis lite Mtronut 
Vetonat mciilto baibara verba foro. 
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cution of the sanguine bard at last so complet 
justified his menaces. He was not alone, howe^ 
even at the early period we now speak of, in thi 
ing his own poetical powers supenor to those d 
his epic predecessors ; and it is somewhat rema 
able, that, although he had not yet published ; 
thing, which pretended to be a heroic poem, he ^ 
uniformly classed, by the Itahans, with Homer, 1 
p^I, and Tasso. Selvaggi tells liim, for insttt 
that he is equal to either of the two former; ] 
•SalseUi says, he is superior to all three.* We > 
hardly suppose, that such praise was bestowed u\ 
.Alilton's mask or lyrics ; and we were struck n 
an expression of Dr. Johnson, that ' he produced 
compositions' to the Italians. We have known 
stances, in which the doctor has followed the ] 
guage of a predecessor, witliout seeming to c 
about its precise import; and, though in thus lu 
the word ' produce,' he undoubtedly alluded h 
self to the works of Milton, which had already b 
published, we suspect, the person, from whom 
copied tlie expression, intended it of such as w 
still in manuscript. It is idle to suppose, that 
Italians knew notliing of his printed poems until 
showed them vrith his own hands ; or that Mil 
would think of travelling over Europe, with an 
icntion to exhibit his own former productions, 
the credentials of his respeclability. They appi 
<id long before his departure ; and he was a i 
I'xample of modesty, if he tliought, that they had 

* Gracia Mzoiiidcm, jactct «ibi Roma Maroiicm, 
Anf^lia Miltonem jactat utn<]uc parcm. 

Selraggi. 

Cede, Males ; cctlat depreua Mincius uma ; 
Sebetui Tassum tlesinat usque loqui ; 
At Hiainesis victor cunctis ferar altior iindis, 
.V«m per te MUto, pat uVba«uiv\xsm'v. 
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[ready been seen on the continent. If he 'pro- 
need' any thing, therefore, we think it must have 
een in manuscript; if it was in manuscript, the 
ut of praise which he received, renders it likely, 
lat it was part of an epic poem ; and, if it was an 
pic poem, there can be Uttle doubt, that it was 
^aradUe LMt. 

We are told by Aubrey, indeed, tliat he began 
le work about two years before the king was re- 
xnred; and finished it about three years after.* 
ut we do not rely implicitly upon this statement. 
.ubrey might easily mistake a resumption for the 
eginning; and it seems to be agreed, by all the 
ther biographers, that Milton commenced the 
oem much earlier than the date here assigned, 
id continued to write it, in detached parcels, as the 
Ltervals of public business would permit. Phillips 
i.y% he saw some of the verses, in tlie fourth book, 
zteen years before the author went seriously to 
ork at the poem.f He adds, it is true, tliat they 
ere then designed as the opening of a tragedy ; 
lit perhaps this fact may be very naturally account- 
1 for. Nothing is more certain, than that his origi- 
b1 intention was to write an epic \i^ and, when he 
^terwards concluded to run his materials into a 
■agedy, it was probably because his eng^ement 
I public business and political disputes left him no 
me to undertake a longer work. Then he became 
violent enemy to theatres ; and would, it is likely, 
Tite nothing, which might seem calculated for the 
age. His design, therefore, was again changed ; 
nd^ * some biographers have supposed,' says Mr. 
'odd, • that he began to mould (r^-mould) JParadiac 

• Ap. Godwr. p. 344. t Id. ibid, and Phi. p. .•^7P. 

X Reti. Ch. Gov. Introd. B. II. ' Whethei the epic forni, whereoi 
le two poems of Ilonner. or those other two of Vii^il und Tas«o. 
re a diflriite. and the bo(dc of Job n brief, model ; ov vfWvVv^v xV' 
lies of Amtotie bereiu are strictly Co be kept, or naxvixei vo>a«i^*>^- 
m-edf Sec, 
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IjOft into an epic form, loon after he was dise 
from hiH controversy with Salm«Miu8.'* Ur. 1 
neems to think, that the whole poem was coi 
after the restoration; and he savs, ' considei 
difficulties under which the author lay,---hiB 
neas on account of pubUc affairs ancl hia o 
uf;e and infirmities, iiis not being in circiim 
to maintain an amanuensis, but oolig^d to m 
of any hand that came next to write his v> 
he made them,t it is really wonderful that he 
have the spirit to undertidcc such a work, an 
more that he should ever bring it to perf 
Hliall we believe a wonder, or try to acc< 
the fact, upon principles, wliich belong 
world P For our own parts, we are inclined t 
that some progress was made in ParadUe L 
ing the five years, which the author spent 
fatlicr's, inmiediately after quitting the uni* 
and perhaps it is worth mentioning, tliat the 
mous French translator of his treatise on Et 
asks, * Son JHaradia Perdu n'cst il pas I'ouv 
sa jcuncsse. P't 

We do not, however, place unbounded con 
in this deduction ; and still less arc we disu 
rely upon that, by which so many persons L 
deavoured to show us how and where Mil 
quired liis first idea. We know not, that critic 
be employed in a more ungrateful office iX 
of attempting, at the distance of almost twc 
rics, to ascertain tlie circumstance, by whicl 
ticular tliought was suggested to an author* 
It is by no means probable, that Milton cou 
have told himself. The seeds of thougtit a 
tcrcd upon us by accident ; and we often fii 
selves teeming witli conceptions, without k 
^vhcnce tliey took root. The full of Adanr 
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tnt and the greatest event in the history of man- 
dnd. It is peculiarly calculated to strike the ima- 
jilMtion; and, if, indeed, there be any one subject 
Qore likelv, than others, to invite the attention, and 
>rovoke the efforts, of the poet, it is * Man's first 
liaobedience and the fruit of the forbidden tree.'* 
rhe sagBcity of the book hunters has accordingly 
ierreted out poems and plays concerning Adam and 
'aradise, in almost all the languages of Europe. 
Svery antiquary produces his own book ; and, as 
he price of discovery, v^ill have it, that Milton's 
iea could have been derived from no other possible 
ource. Their researches take every different di- 
ection; yet all find tlie author out: — all exclaim, 
(K turn, tvpiiKM ! tvptiKcc I 

The first is Voltaire ; who, in his Essay on epic 
loetry, published in 1727, has not the least doubt, 
lot we owe Paradise Lost to an Italian tragedy^ 
ailed Jidamo, which begins with a chorus of angels. 
Let the rsunbow be the fiddlestick of the heavens ! 
•et the planets be the notes of our music! Let 
Ime beat carefully the measure, and the winds 
lake the sharps.' There is actually such a book ; 
nd it was published, too, more than forty years be- 

* AeoarAiof^y, the Monke, in Chaucer's Tales, first defines Tra- 
A, rad then tells his hearers, that he shall entertain them with a 
w ptecei of that description. His first tragedie is Lucifer; the 
Bond, Adam s and the third, Sampson. Bat a still stronger con* 
'BMkm ot' our remark, is, that the first theatrical performance, 
cr written in Europe, was the Mystery of th*. Passion^ composed 
■ pilgrim from the Holy Land, between the twelfth andf thir> 
ealM eentnries. llie reheanai occupied several days ; and» in- 
nd of acts, it was divided into joi/rn^&r. The example wms soou 
lowed ; and. the whole of the Old and New Testament was, at 
irdi, tamed into Mysteries and Moralities. Some of these could 
cbe acted in forty days; aiul the Mystery of the Passim aloue, 
fB M.DeSismondi, is equal to all the rest of our tragedies put to* 
Aer. Vol. i. p. 331. During the sixteenth century, more than 
00 comedies were written in Italy ; and, from 1500 to 1736, more 
1115000 were printed. Jbiil. vol. li. p. 238. Among these, the 
tiqnariet have fbund some upon the subject of AdanvS V«l\V\ mv\ 
jhon, therefore, say they, couid only havediaYrnXmlanx^towv 
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fore the appcftninre of Pnrtulitf I^ai. \it, wlir 
Dr. llirch wrote tlic Lift* of Miltoii, ho iuiivi*rwl 
reader an Warlmrtoii savH, VoU:un:*ii taluw'aU 
vition.' Dr. Johnioii cuIIm It ri * wild, uimutliorixc 
atory;' aiid Mr. Mirkle, in llu' prrfuro to liii A 
Miad, aaaerta, that Uiu Mamo is 'u coiiiedv» wliil 
nobody ever aaw;' and timtcvcii Mnme Italian lit 
rati decUred their iffnoruiicc itf any hucU |K'rson 
the pretended author. H'e ch> not nu}, that Milti 
never read w> obHcure a h(M)k : we onl^ my, th 
these fact! do not ]>n>ve, that he ever <lid. llie 
iH some reseinblanee, we eonfesM, between tlic pi 
of Adreini and the intenckd trafifccty of Milton: b 
the similarity iH by no means snlKcient to siippo 
an imitation; and we question, indeed, whetlierai 
two different writers, upon the same subjectt cou 
help Hiscnililing each other us much. There mi 
be Adam and Kve, ami the uii)(cls, and the den 
in every stich perfonnance ; and, tliou|ch hotli M 
ton and Adreini have intrcKlured allef^riciil pi 
Hons, tlie diffen-nt ibin)^ which tbey have rcspc 
tively choM'u tr> juTHonify, uill be suflicieiit, pi 
baps, to fliHprovc tliu HUpposition of plafparism. 

'I'lic scronddisrovcrer is Dr. fearer; who, in I 
litrnirw of Milton's Urxt, says, * it is probable that 
took tlie lirst hint of Ibe poem from an Italian t 
Ifcdy, railed /I PuiuuHhq Pcr»u ,-** which Italian t 
ffedy, however, was never seen by the reviewi 
and has subsequently eluded the rcsearehes botli 
Mr. Ilayley an<l of Mr. Todd. Next eoniea tlic ar 
nymous editor of the lit* v. J. Hterlinff's works. M 
ton, we now leurn, ' iiif^nuously confessed, that 
owed his inmiorlal work to Mr. Fletcher's J^oa 
/citf/'l a Latin poem, whicb ap|M'ared in 16'2S; a 
wliicn, because it contains wime lines like Milton 
must necessarily have f^iven rise to J'nrtuHim /<« 
At length, Mr. louder makes a discovery e(|iiaJ 

» Ret, LwL 1733. VreT. ^ Vw*» Iit««k,\T 
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uM tlicse tlircc nut together. Millon is found to be 
*the worst and greatest of all plag^ars;'* and we 
]uivc a list of the autliors, to whom he is indebted, 
with a quotation of tlie passag-cs, which he more im- 
mediately copied. Bishop Doug'Ias has proved, that 
many of the parallel passages were the result of the 
critic's own ingenuity ; but Milton's blindest wor- 
shippers are obliged to confess, that, in many places, 
he and Grotius tliought very much aUke. The 
MamuB Exul of the latter was published at the 
Ha§^e, in 1601. 

In 1792, one Baron de Harold was employed, at 
DiiMeldoif, in translating a Latin poem, called the 
ChrUHads written by a (Jartliusian monk in the con- 
vent of Newport, near Ostend, — and, in the baron's 
2 pinion, not a little the worse for Milton's depreda- 
ons. It was unlucky, that the Christiad was printed 
at Surges, in 1678 ; when Paradise Lost had been 
published at least ten years. The Scena Tragica 
^Mam9 ed Eva^ a prose drama, by Lancetta, does 
not labour under the disadvantage of having ap- 

geared after the work, of which it is said to have 
een the occasion. It was published in Venice, in 
1644; and, because the address to the reader sug- 
gests the fitness of the subject for a heroic poem, 
Mr. Haley thinks, conjecture will easily infer, that 
Milton must have proceeded upon that hint. Yet 
he knows not but 'a sceptical critic' might discoun- 
tenance the supposition, 'that the poet ever saw a 
little volume, not published until after his return 
from Italy, and written by an author so obscure, 
ibat his name does not occur in Tiraboschi's elabo- 
rate liistory of Italian literature ; nor in the patient 
Italian chronicler of poets, Quadrio, though he be- 
stows a chapter on early dramatic compositions in 
prose.'t Mr. Ilayley is at Uberty to call us « sceptics,' 
if it is for disbeUeving this. He afterwards proceed s 

•EMg, onMUt. Vie and Imit. of the Mod. LonA. 111%. 
fHayl, p, 2C6. 
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to mention Valvasorie's ^geleida, published at Ve- 
nice, in 1590; Marino's Struge degU IrmocenUi truif- 
lated by Crashaw in 1648; tog^tfier with a number 
of other Italian poems, of which be never could get 
a sight. 

In 1800, Mr. Dunstar undertook to proves that 
the poetry of Du Burtas, a French author, ' contaibi 
more material prima atamina of Paradise Lost, than 
any other book whatever: and my hypothesis i%* 
he adds, 'that it positively laid the comer stone d 
that monumerUuin acre perennius'* Du Burtas was 
translated by Sylvester; and is said to have been a 
popular book when Milton first begim to write 
poetry .j- If he laid the first stone, there was many 
a Spanish and Portuguese poet to assist in the n^ 
perstiiiction ; — such, for instance, as Antonio Car 
nazano, who wrote a Creazione del Mojtdo, in 1473; 
Gasparo Murtola, whose JPoema Sacra, with the siaa 
name, appeared in 1608; Alonzo de Azevedo, who 
produced another Creadon, in 1615; and Luiade 
Camoens, who, in the same year, gave the worid 
three cantos more, Da Creagao et CompoHea» dt 
Hbmem.t We had hoped, that these were the last 
claimants ; but Mr. Todd, too, makes a discovery. 
Besides ten other Italian poems, which come in fcr 
a share, there is L'^damo, written by one Pona» in 
1644; from which Milton, we are told, 'acknow^ 
ledged himself to have received some of his finest 
hints.' Nor is this the end. L'Evct, published hf 
Frederico Malipiero, in 1640, must go hand in hand 
with VAdamo.l And, after all, Mr. Turner thinks, 
* there seems much more reason to g^ve the honour 
to our venerable Cedmon,' an Anglo Saxon author, 
who wrote a poem on the Fail of the Angela^ long 
enough before Milton or his epic was ever thought 
of-t What part of Paradise Lost is left for its pre- 
tended author, the reader must now detenmne. 

* ronsfderations ttn ^Iilton^sEAjA^^LfittfliW^lki^Lmid. 1800. 
1- TwU vol ii. p. 248. \To8l.'hA.\v,>«\, 

' /r/. ihhl p. 9.5A' 5 . \ Pre^. lYwX. Kw^, ^WL,\*!fA, W^, 
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linky we liave already proved, tliat he early 
ved an idea of such a poem ; and, wlien he 
i himself that he ' pursues things unattempt- 
in prose or rhyme,' who can believe, tliat ne 
;en the cloud of books, that liave just been 
:Tated ? Lauder considered it as a mysterious 
and Mr. Hayley, for once, is not afraid to 
with Lauder, — that Edward Phillips should 
Ter, in silence, almost all the authors, who 
bus been roused from their slumbors.* It is 
.ely, that poor Edward Philhps ever dreamed 
I beings. 

ing thus tried to ascertain how Paradise Lost 
:o De written, it is now time to see how it was 
illv received. It used to be said, that Addi- 
>nticism gave it the earliest impulse of popu- 
and Dr. Johnson, we believe, was the first 
tidertook to subvert so good a story. ' The 
lie and tardy reputation of this poem,' says 
ave been always mentioned as evidences of 
ted merit, and the uncertainty of literary 
and inquiries have been made, and conjee- 
yffered, about the causes of its long obscurity 
•jt reception. But, has the case been truly 
} Have not lamentation and wonder been la- 
on an evil that never was felt ?' He then pro- 
to state what few facts his indolence had suf- 
tum to collect; and finally concludes, that the 
F Paradise Lost, was, considering all the cir- 
uices, * an uncommon example of Uie preva- 
of gfenius.'t 

readers will now be amused to hear Mr. God- 
oldingatthe old moralist, as the original fabri- 
>f the very story, which he thus laboured to 
dit. • I am happy in tliis place,* says the foi^ 

1|».S45. 

t lenark wu founded apon the sunpositioB, that l3oo codk-s 
d in the first two yemn. IVe thBll sec, by ftud by, whcther 
poAtUm is wamoted by the fteti. 

h2 



90 LITE OF XILTOir. 

mer, ' to have occaaion to contradict a wretched 
fancy of Dr. Johnson, respecting the progpress of 
the cl^LTSiCteT of I^aradiae Lost. Its reputation,' he 
says, * still advanced, till the revolution put an end 
to the secrecv of love, and the poem broke into 
open view, with sufficient security of a kind recep- 
tion.'* Three scurrilous linesf are now quoted 
upon the Doctor ; and Mr. Godwin then g^s on to 
disprove, what he calls his * silly idea' — ^not by a 
pertinent deduction of facts and circumstance^'* 
but from the nature of man, in general, and the na- 
ture of Englishmen, in particular. * Man,' he sayi^ 
* is not so poor a creature as Dr. Johnson imagines. 
Englishmen, however debased by the restoration, 
and the unprincipled politics of Charles the second, 
were of too generous a &ame of spirit, to want to 
be taught by a king what they should admire, and 
to w£dt till a new revolution had unloosed their po- 
litical fetters, before they should venture to give 
breath to their approbation. Even Philoxenus, the 
slave of tlie Sicilian tyrant, had the virtue to cry 
out, * Lead me back to the mines,' rather than lend 
his voice to the lying commendation of the venes 
of his master.':}: This is indignant, and fine, and 
classical : but it is a most sorry argument ad hommet, 
on this side of the Atlantic ; and wc must again ad- 
mire the simphcity of the man, who, to prove thit 
Englishmen praised Milton's verses, shows ua, that 
Philoxenus refused to praise liis mastei-^s. 

The class of writers, to which the Hayleys and 
the Godwins belong, have conceived so horrid an 
idea of the iconoclast, who breaks or prostrates so 
many of their idols, that, partly through frigiit, and 
partly through infatuation, they think the destroyer 
is at hand, whenever their worship is disturbed; 

• Godw. Pph. p. 262. 

t ———There's no such thin^. 
It -was the slarish temper of hit spal 
ITuit shaped the baac\c«nQ\ibw. .. . « 

./ Gvdw. pp. 262-3, 



■d. lilu the bewitched children of ComiMticul, 
JoantoH,' at every thing thej sec. He U 
monatcr, whu goea >bout to devour inno- 
trunmle upon pretty stories, and 
i.op npBtn of cntliii]riiuit8. Systems bow before 
. and the fli^t and howling of the meaner uni- 
Odhgivo notiCF tliBt the niKnimoth is b the ncig'h- 
tnokitfod. The diamay i> but little diniinialied, 
boiiea mv HOW Inid in the durti for, if, 

of old, Mhe dcH Men of mi ibaent lion 

kto ba dreaded,' wlwt inuat be the terror inspired 
V^lWRien hHiLnt* of n bcaat bo much more trc- 
— -'■»( We hii[>oilnT liitu' draws near, when the 
rf ilteratmr will be rid of this Mriiti and. 
vcn such writers n> Mr. Ilodwin wilTaclcniiw- 
Mm t^ lhou){h JohnHOTi overact many thin |^, 
itlSft ttlg^l better tiH> u been left stundin^ lie li.is 
['*>)'■'' "'''"'"^'i i^tbbiBbrUid chiaed itwa^ 

of idle opioiona, Among the r*at oflus 

load dmdt, we reeltori liia diaproof of the Ui\c. 
«Ueh baa occaniom d these remarlii; and, tlimi^li 
v^do not subscrihc to every thiiifr, w ' ' 



irid-Hpoa tli« aubjc^ct, a faitld'ul enunination of ili<: 
ftA will ahow, that ' 



. that he wim ri^t, at least, in 
it, which ha» piven suoli tinibrag* to 



SgSL' 



I the first place, was a poem, like Pir-n- 

«^ likely to be received in the age of llic 

J And, Hecondty, what was its actuid n-- 

' For the taste of the times, as it re»pectiri 

wc we willing to take Mr. Godwin's own 

'The chwaeter of t]ie two parties who 

tlieinsetvea for and ai^nrt the house of 

,* a»y» he, ' is not generally known. The aa- 
I rf liberty were not only nt war with the cii- 
jincnta of the princes who succeeded on Un' 
mvaet EUxiibelh: they were alao adherents u I' -.' 
MligiaujMrU'i culled the puritans. Inttu&cVuv.L'-- 
A^lA^Moaa iipArapnrer fonavC wtoAuv ''v^'* 



92 UFX OF MILTOX. 

a stricter course of moral discipline, anil wc 
vent in their invectiTes against the relasatioi 
licentiousness, which, they said, were grow! 
in the state. This had a singular and an ui 
nate effect upon the court. The name of r 
was a famiUar appellation for every one th 
distasteiul to the government; and therefc 
that were anxious to be acceptable there, fc 
expedient to be as unlike puritans as pc 
They were afraid of sobriety, decency, and g 
for these were puritanical qualities^.** 

It was <an age,' says Johnson, 'when h 
would be thought a wit, was afraid to s 
prayers ;'+ an age, when, * if any, oat of me 
rality ana civil honestj*,' we arc told by C 
Hutchinson, ' discountenanced the abominati 
those days, he was a puritan; and, in "short, i 
crossed the views of the needie courtiers, the 
encroaching priests, the thievish projectoi 
lewd nobiUty and gentry ; whoever could en 
sermon, modest habit or conversation, or ani 
good, all these were puritans.'^ Mr. Godwi 
* it is curious to obser^'e, that no poet could 
to be allowed to enter under the court stand 
he had written some pieces of gross and sh 
indecency ; and accoKlingly,' he adds, * in t 
lumcs of Carew, of Suckling, of Cleveland, o 
ham, there uniformly occurs one or two co 
verses of this description, not written, if \i 
judge from the general tenor of their woi 
much to gratify any inherent depravity of th' 
positions, as by way of an oblation offered up 
demon of tlie time8.'§ The puritans exc 
against the profimity of stage plays. The] 
acted in defiance, at court, by the queen and 
of honour. The puritans cried out again 

•Oodw.p.3a,33. tJoh.Lifeofl> 

i Huub, Mem. vol. i. p.l2i. % ^Voti^ . ^. u. 
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ibuK of tlie Sabbat}). 1'lir Viug iMU«4 * dcrlara- 
fcin, Mttinir forth thr orthuUo^, wid t-'igninins Uii^ 
iofctlgcitcc, uf sports nnd relVcunmcnU nn a aunilay ^ 
mi tbe ume wholesome ttoutrine whb weeklv in- 
CttkMcit fKirn all thu loval pulpita in tlie Uivg^uni. 
VcK twelve boolcB of uic purest and most sublime 
aenSty verv likely tn And readers, in nn nige nlien 
aMwn mtut ne a libertinu, nr be nothing'^ 
, The lit«mtun^ uf tlic times was quite as hopeless 
m dn Kli[p<nt. 'Tito sort of compoiutiDi^ whieh 
phawd iho onupt, was a farragu of Rngfiah nl>- 
fU^Vr, Itklian canueil, siid Fnrncli ft-ivuU^. Tbis 
MReSTtt msdeitsnppeurnnce in the reign of queen 
~" •- -• gTartually malured and expanded 

.» u... .oiKnufCbarlcs thi> second, the Im- 
of Prencli mtKlcs set ofT and finished the 
The reader may ,jiid(^ what it tn 
' ' " by knowing wturt it ws» w .. ., 
reifrn.' says Mr. Soott, tb« court 
hwuM waa fomieil iin the pUn of ono Lillie, u 
psduuc entirtier, who wrote a, hook, entitled Eu- 
flmf mtd Mr Entrland, or Mr .fniiMniy vf mt, whii-b 
fwfitjr he makes to consist in the iudutgenee of 
tf**T monstroiu snd overitnuned conceit, thul r:iii 
b< •Bgvndcred by a strongs memory and a heiilcd 
aftun, applied to tlie absuitl purpose of hatch 



fhe title 



Our dcsopved idolatry tt 
aad Miltnn was equalled by that paid tr- 
ie cosuomb in Uis own time. He vt calli- 



iBiepoOCofthattimct the witty,camieal,faceliT<usl\ 
9dek,*nd iinpandleled John Liltie,' Horcovi'i', I>1~ 
<dtnr, Mr. Blount, assures ub, that 'he sate at A|i[>f 
b^lablSi that Apollo gave him s wreath of hi.'< h^mi 
baya. without snatrhiii^; himI tiiat the lyi-ehepl:i>i'it 
on liad no broken atrings.' Heaides which, ».<.' jvi: 
tnfiirmfM), • mtr nation arc in debt Ihr » ne* KuK^'i'*^^- 
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Il^n first that lanji^agfc. All o\ir ladks were ll 
scholars; and that boaiity in court who could 
parh Kitphinm^ was as little regarded, as she wli 
now there speaks not French.'* Tn an aj^e, w1 
this taste, in its improved state, was the fashioi 
the court, — and the court was every thin^, — Pc 
tUse Idinf must have been the most heterodox of 
Imaginable poems. To be cauglit reading it, m 
have been litcrar}' treason; and literary trea 
woidd have bem jiunished with literary death, 
was an age of hopping and croaking; and Pcimi 
lA9t must have dropped \ipon tlie world, like 
king of the frogp. 

It must be needless to obscr^'e, that iJie poU 
of the court were, if possible, more unpropiti( 
than eitlier its religion or its literature, to the ■ 
ginal celebrity of Milton. There were but 1 
{)arties in the countr\', — the royalists, and the pi 
tans. There was no trimming'on a middle cou 
ITie slightest declination from royalty was conside 
us a fall into downright puritanism. ' The paym 
of civil obedience to the king and the laws of 
land satisfied not : if any durst dispute his imp 
lions, ho was presently reckoned among the s( 
tious and the disturbers of the ])ubl:c peace, i 
acconlingly persecuted: if any were grieved at 
<liHhonour or tlie kingdom, or the griping of 
])Oor, or the unjust oppressions of the subject, t 
thousand ways, he was a puritune : if any gentler 
in l»is country maintained the good laws of the Is 
or stood up for any public interest, he was a p' 
lane : and, if a puritane, then an enemy to the k 
and government ; a seditious, factious nypocrite. 
ambitious disturber of the public peace, and,finfl 
the pest of the kingdome.'f Milton, in this comj 

• Scott*» edition of Drj-den'f Works, vol. i. p. 7, note. 

i" Iluich. Mem. as above. Tlieie rcinarki !iave « more iminef 
reference to tJic reign oi' CVurlet L; bui,V\vViV«\V*t NV[\«dQUx 
ntr ff/iraf/v ipplicsnlc to ibal of \iw »o\>,CV»i\w\l. 



t teose uf ths ward, wimapiiriUiiof tlie wontt 
tie hail wrillcn agwnst kjtiga and kiiigshap, 
|nce he could write BEainst anj tiling i ai^ 
■ n. hui] peculiar occasion to rtnicinberd" 
Aid had iusttiietl the condemnAtiun of Ub ' 

g would liiTe been equidly ccady, perlii 
liiii own. He may, indeed, have partii 
tm Hilton, aa he at 6rat kcot out of the way: 
flAer says, it vai under debate, three days, 
ft he hIioiUiI suffer with llie other regicides; 

Kgh he wiu at but aparetl by ^nei^ty or 
loss, it was hi* own Interenl, and the iul£- 
lijll coiirticra, to beep bix name horn the ear* 
Mty, AuUiors of tS descriptions must, in 
HWs, bask in the favour of the court, or be 
Ifci-cn'i': and, indeed, in all ages, 'wl'itlicr 

r lb but to the tun ^ TboM^tbenfiRCiVlMi 
tG]ton any ^ood, were alMd to Hip Ul 
or to be seen with hia work*: ttearlyhufof 
r public praisers were anonymoui) and thin 
[r. Godwin, who is to indignant at Dr. Johnr 
ncntion of ' secret love,' haa himself told ui, 
he dcapoliam of these timet had forced Ms 
ra to perpetuate by the tradition of memory 
r to inculatc in the ucrecg of manuscript co- 
hc sonnets to tyriac Skinner, FWr&i, Crom- 
md Sir Henry Vane.* Yet Hr. Godwin's 
ymcn are never afraid 'to pve breath to (iMr 

ven Icngtli, and style, and TeniBcatio% of 
IK Lati, were sgiunst ita orinnal popularity, 
not a time for any thing soM or prolix ; and, 
pic who had no thought but for the present, 

books of poetry about Adun and Eve were 
beyond endurance. This diwidvantage was 
ill reUevcd by the uncourtly manner, in wliicli 
hor h.nl treated tlie subject. He\\aA aSvcie* 

•Cadir.p.STi. 
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obsolete modes of expression ; and the whole com- 
position wore such an sdr of old fashioned formality, 
as was little calculated to delight a generation of 
puppets. What greatly enhanced this stiffness, was 
the author's attempt to imitate Greek and Latin; 
and we venture to say, that his constant inversions 
of style rendered the poem utterly incomprehen- 
sible \o a majority of those, who undertook to read 
it. But, perhaps its most unpardonable offence was 
the want of riij-me. Poetrj' and rhyme were then 
synonymous terms. Every thing" in literature was 
inverted. The substance was considered as the 
shadow ; the accessary, became the principal ; and, 
so far did the rage extend in poetr}*, that even a 
tragedy would hardly be borne, unless it were in 
rhyme. We do not wonder, therefore, that l^liltim 
was called a * schismatic in poetry ;'* or that, when 
Dryden was praising Paradise Lost to one of hii 
acquaintance, he should exclaim, as if it were an in' 
surmountable objection, * Why, 'tis not in rhyme.'f 
So concerned was Dr>'den at this fatal deficiency, 
:hat lie once asked permission of the author to turn 
:.he poem into a rh}Tning tragedy ;i and, two yean 
after its publication, it was tliought necessary to 
affix a special advertisement of the reason, * why 
ilic poem rhymes not.'§ 

Let us sec, then, whetlier the actual reception of 
Paradise Jjost was such as might have been antid- 
pated from such a poem, upon such a subject, in 
such a style, by such an author, and in such an age. 
We believe, there has been a general mistake, in 
supposing, that it was not published till 1667. Ell- 
wood, the intimate friend of the author, says, he 
read a complete copy in 1665;! and, while we sec 
no reason why a person, in Milton's circumstances^ 
should delay its publication for two years, it does 

• Transposcr Rehened. Ox. 1675. "\ ¥L\«lNakvdi. Lifew 

t Aub. ap. Godw. p. 339. SculCiDtifA. ^<A.\. v* "^"l^* 

§Edii,.6CB. To the HcadtiT. 

// Uth of li;niseit 2d edit. U>nd. 17U. 
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m to have been generally known, that both 
9 and Toland date the first edition in 1666.*" 
istake probably arose from the fact, that the 
. from Simmons, for the copy right, was given 
h of April, 1667. But, even Mr. Hayley, who 
the common belief, is yet of opinion, that the 
wtiB orif^nally printed at Blilton's own ex- 
t and, if it was published any time before 
vy was sold, what should prevent us from be- 
, that it appeared a year before? Toland 
IM^ in the very same page, both the receipt 
DDOns^ and the date of the first edition ; yet 
I not even hint, that the two facts have the 
unnenon with each other. The only cir- 
nces, indeed, which seem to invalidate our 
ition, are, that no copy, with the date of 1666. 
tr been discovered ; and that * tlie first cdi- 
the list of the very accurate Mr. Loft was 
I in 1667.'+ When our readers, however, 
een the tricks wliich were played with the 
ge, they Mdll need little persuasion to be- 
bat the interest of the bookseller was suffi- 
> make him add that of post-dating the origi- 
learance of the volume. It w^as not his policy 
he public sec, that such a work had alread} 
year in the market; and the fact, that, in the 
of 1667, * the poem,* as Mr. Todd says, * im- 
ely follows tlie title page, without any argu- 
ir list of errata,'^ is a pretty strong prooij 
e first leaves of the original imjiression had 
)m out, and a new title page inserted, 
iuppose, with Mr. Hayley, that Milton origi- 
irinted the book at liis own expense; but, 
, that it had few purchasers, and reflecting, 
person, in his situation, was little calculated 
more, he concluded to put the edition intd 

p. Oodw. p. 378. Tul. p. 1 21. 
. p. 178, i Id. ibid. 

vol. i. p, 189. LiH of Editions, No. S. 
riT. J 
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the hands of a professed bookseller. The b 
with Simmons- was, that the author should r< 
at once, Jive pounds ; five pounds more, up 
sole of each 1300 copies of the first, secon 
third edition ; and no edition was to comprise 
than 1500 copies. The prudence of the b 
was soon mamfest; for, by the arts and exert 
the bookseller, the sale of the poem, dilatoi 
was, so much- exceeded what its ori^nal s 
had led him to anticipate, that he paid the 
his second five poimds on the 26th of April. 
We do not think, with the other biog^phei 
this second payment is a proof, that 1300 copi 
been already disposed of. As the whole nun 
copies of the first edition amounted to onl} 
and as the second edition was not publish 
1674, the supposition, tliat 1300 were sold fix>i 
to 1669, will leave only 200 between 1669 anc 
We shidl be obliged to believe, that more thi 
teen copies were sold, in the first two years, 
o«e could be got rid of, in the five last. W 
much rather suppose, that Simmons, findinj 
he should make more of his bargain than he, \ 
expected, was willing to pay Milton his secor 
pounds by anticipation. 

The devices, to which he had recourse, in 
to force the circulation of the poem, would c 
dit to the art of bookselling, even in its presen 
of perfection. If, as we suppose, the first ( 
was printed in 1666, the title page was van 
times, in three years; and, if, according to th* 
mon belief, it did not appear till 1667, tlierc 
no less than five different title pages in two 
In .the first, it was * Paradise Lost, a Poem -tori 
Ten Books, by John Milton ;* in the second, ' 
disc Lost, a Poem in Ten Books, tlie author J 
and, in tlie third, * Paradise Lost, a Poem i 
Books, the author John Milton :' but, as this i 
the title could not weW be ^atned vcv^xckst^^ 
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subsequent editions had the same caption, with suf- 
ficient alterations in the type, and a difference in 
the names of the persons, at whose stores the poem 
»as for sale.* After the third title pag-e, there was 
u address to the reader, the arguments of each 
boftk, and a table of errata. The arguments and 
tible only were retained, in tlie fourth ; and tlie ar- 
guments alone, in the fifth.f That nothing might 
be wanting to convince the public, that tlie pocni 
WIS reprinted at each of tlie times, wlien the title 
WIS altered, the publisher made a parade of erratu 
in one of his new editions, and had tliem corrected 
in the next. We were at a loss, at first, to conceirc 
how this could be done ; but Mr. Todd, who had 
examined the books tlicmsclvcs, afforded us help, by 
suggesting, that * some of the leaves were probably 
Guicelled.'t Simmons well knew, that readers, in 
geneiral, are not apt to obey the mandates of a list 
a errata; and, trusting to the improbabihty of exa- 
mination, he even ventured to swell his table with 
<Urections to do what was already donc.§ Tliis is 
the manner, in which, to use the language of John- 
son, Paradise Zsost * forced its way ^vithout assist- 
ance.' With the help of all these shifts, only 1500 
copies w^ere sold in seven years ; and, it is almost an 
inmlt to tell us, that a poem, which required such ar- 
tifices, and yet went off so slowly, was * an uncom 
mon example of the prevalence of genius.' 

There are other indications of tardiness, perhaps, 
equally unequivocal. The lirst edition was pub- 
lished in 1666; the second, in 1674; the third, in 
1678; and the fourth, in 1688.11 Between the first 
and last dates, tiierefore, the public must have been 
satisfied with only three editions of 1500 copies 
each; or, in other words, only 4500 copies were 
sold in twenty-two years. It may be conceded t^ 

• Tod. ToL i. p. 189, 190. List. tId.R}id. 

%y9i,Lp,290, § Id. ibid. ^i W. W« "i^^* "^"^ • 
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Dr. Jolinuon, that < the call for books was not, in 
Milton's age, what it is in the present :'* yet it was 
greater, we apprehend, than he seems inclined to 
represent it; and, at all events, the difTerenpe be- 
tween the two periods, in this respect, is by no 
means sufficient to account for so rare an unfre- 
quency of editions, and such an unexampled paucity 
of sales. Many cotemporary works, both in ]X>etiy 
and in prose, were much more frequently reprinted. 
Sir llichard Barker's Chronicle, continued oy Mil- 
ton's nephew, Edward Phillips, was published twice 
in four ycars.f The Comical Jiiatovy of the LaU 
Times, written in 1661, by the younger nephew, 
John Phillips, went through three editions in four 
years ;t and < an immense quarto' book of 830 
pages, called Christian Astrology, by WilUam UUy, 
was twice reprinted in a dozen years. § It may be 
thought haroly fair to try poetry with prose ; but 
our readers will acquit us of any wilfiil unftirneBi» 
when we mention, that Blackmore's Prince AHhur, 
another epic in ten books, was published tlirice in 
two years,|| or more tlian ten times as often as Pa- 
radise, Lost. Such a poem as the latter would now 
^ through as many editions, in one year, as were 

• * To prove the paucUy of readers/ says Dr. Johnson, * it may 
he sufficient to n*iniirk^ thnt the micion nail tieen satittUd fWmi 
1023 to lfi64, this is,lfbr(y-one years, with only tviro ixliiioiis of the 
yivovkn of ShHksp(>ar(*, which iirobobly did not altogether makr 
one thousand copies.* This only proves that Shnk^peare was as 
unpopular as Milton. It is alwiiys incntioncd, a« a sin«iUir circum- 
stance, in the lite of the former, tliat hii drtiniatic nicriis were never 
Jtistly i>8tiiiiated, until hii works wtro puhlished hy liowe ; awl 
that his cotemporary fame di*|K-ndtHl alnuMt eutiii'ly upon thoiit 
minor poems, which niv now cumparativrly unknown, hr. John* 
non wus nn bibliographer ; and we mnit not rrly too implidrly 
liiMin hU ennmcration uf oditioni nnd copies. It nitty he true, that 
ShukipeurL-\ rntiitJ works were not reprinti-d but iwii-i' in forty 
years; yK the r«^der must remember, ihit, in sin;>;le piMys, tlui>y 
wei(" much more tW'quently repubiiuiLHl. Rome' ami Juliet whh 
leprinied twic«' in thirteen year»; but, during; ihe %umo pi riod, 
/>;<//# and Adouis i\\\A\\w Rapeoi Luneir^vvnAx went through six 
I'ditions.— Molone's Supplement, vol. i. p. 575. 

t GoJiv. Phh. pp. 115. 120. X Imd. p. 105. 

/ Ibhl jw. J JO, 111. 1^ JoKUW v^^ W^tVvTv, 
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IT printed, in twenty ; and each edition wouM 
]y require twice as many copies as were con- 
in the first three put to^ctJier. 
do the proofs of its original unpopularity stop 
rhe first edition was printed in quarto, plainly 
and cheap ; yet, for some reason or other, all 
dees and exertions of Simmons did not pre- 
D from falling to a small octavo in tlic second.* 
cUd not live to receive his third instalment of 
inds ; and, in the latter end of 1680, — fourteen 
fter the first appearance of the poem, — ^his 
, despairing, it should seem, of h\ing to sec 
Dpies sold, parted with her whole rig^t to 
ns for only eight pounds. Simmons had al- 
nade arrangements to get rid of the work ; 
I negotiation with tlie widow was merely to 
the rig^t from her at a lower price than tlie 
tiich he had agreed to take. He sold it to 
on Ayhner ; and, as if it were bank -paper, un- 
.% Aylmer afterwards passed it oft' to Jacob 
\.-\ Simmons never meddled with another of 
s poems. 

tiave already seen, that Paradise Lost is dis- 
hed as the first work, on which the tactics of 
lling were thoroughly displayed. It has th(: 
nal distinction of being the first considerable 
;rhich was ever got off by subscription ;t and, 
, in this instance, the collector of signatures 
less a person than Atterbury, and though the 
lad now been before the public more than 
years, only 500 of Mr. Godwin's Englishmen 
)und to put down their names. We observe, 

d, Tol. L p. 109. t Id. ibid. And the other biogra- 

I, ToL i. p. 113^ note. * Dr. Johnson has said, that Dijden*i 
is dbe first conridtfable woric published by subscription, 
edition of Poradue Loa (the 4fh} preceded the £neU«h. 
me years.* This is said by Mr. Todd, in t\ke nvAit. o^ vcv 
» mow, tbMt ParmKte Istt was altogethet too pio^^caaT vv 

i2 
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indeed, that Mr. Godwin reaU^ boasts, i 
strains, of this patriotic contribution. < It wt 
twenty years after its publication, — * It wi 
that the recommendation of the rising Son 
duced Tonson to enter on the undertaking 
then that the tory, but tasteful Atterbuiy, exe 
diligence in collecting subscribers ; and it w 
that five hundred Englishmen recorded theL 
as the zealous supporters of the fame of th 
ornament of their native country.'* All ^ 
very eloquent, no doubt ; but surely Mr. ' 
mi^t have ^t better proofs of his darling 
about the original celebrity of ParatUae Lot 
it require the * recommendation' of Some 
the 'diligence' of Atterbuiy, to induce a boo 
so many years after the poem had been put 
to undertake a new edition ? As to the * . 
the subscribers, we suppose that must be sc 
to the account of riietonc. Their ' zealous s 
consisted in putting their signatures upoi 
headed with ' names of subscribers — ^place 
dence — number of copies.' 

A story was told, by the elder Richards 
specting the original popularity of this poem 
Mr. Malone has laboured hard to disprove, 
said, on the authority of Sir George Hun§ 
that Sir John Denham came into the house < 
mons, one morning, with a sheet, wet fr 
press, ofParadiie Lost; and, when asked ^ 
had there, replied with enthusiasm, * part 
noblest poem that ever was written in any la 
or in any age.' Two years afterwards. Lore 
hurst and Mr. Fleetwood Shepherd were loc 
some books, in Little Britain, when the; 
across Paradise Lost; and, being struck wit 
passages, in turning over the leaves, condi 
purchase it. The bookseller requested hi 
ship to speak favourably of it, tf he could 
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'tiM book ttct on n^liaikb aiwaiteMlpor.' 
ordUurklttiri^hid road Uiooopnfio ieiit 
do&t wlio aooa rotuniod it wtth tho mi- 
rhit man outa uaali out and tho andMta 
a aftorwarda apoko of it in hlgb tonno to 
A a north oountry gontknani who os* 
• Why, Mr. I>rydan» *tia not in ri|i|BM.* 
pHed Dr]rden» * nor would I havo doiiainy 
rhyme, iflwaa to bogb it again** Biobaia- 
thatsirW.L. «toid hhn tbia thinf hfaai. 
I that tho anoodote of Lord Buridwrat waa 
Drom Mr. Tancved Bobinaon* an omfawnt 
i» who had it fWxn Mr. 8ho|ihord> own 

ilono'a ftrat difBoulty ia, to oonooita^ bow 
Denluon ahould Mt a ahoet of tho poem 
I the prcM. Neither the proof nor flmahed 
e i&ya, are * vubjoet to the Inapectlon of 
on but \\\c. author, or the jpcrtonn to whom 
tonfldc tlioni ; and there m no evidence or 
tv, that any inUniacy submitcHl between sir 
nhain and Milton.' It U not likely, that 
)fH wert* • iiu))ject to tlie inspection' of 
id autlior, who eouhl have done thcin little 
and Mr. Malonc takes it tor tinted, tliat sir 
nhani eould not have procured a sheet, un- 
ad himself been entrtistcd witli the whole 
jn. For our own parts, wc can easily con- 
\9,U being' an author himself^ and conse- 
s haunter of pnnters' sliops, he mi|jrht, in 
lis eye over the piles of sheets in the warc- 
•by tlie side of the press, accidentally light 
tassaflre he liked ; and, exi)reHsinK bis adnii- 
the l)ookMeller, wanted nothing more than 
issurancc of praise, to obtain as many sheetN 
leaHed. Indeed, conscious of bein^ well 
lie niigiit even Mnateli up a shccl^ wvlWxV 
y, unii curry it off', witliout icavc« 

* Michd. I4fb. 
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But, in the next place, says Mr. Malone, * during 
a great part of the year 1667, when Milton's poem 
probably was passing through the press, the knight 
was disordered in his understanding.' There iB no 
c\idence, that Paradise Lost was passing through 
the press during the greater part of iSST. It b 
confessed to have been printed before Aprils of tint 
year, when Milton sold the copy right; and we 
think we have proved, that it was put to preas 
some time in the preceding year. Johnson wft, 
that Denham's ' frenzy did not last long :' he ^ed 
in March, 1668 ;* and, as Mr. Malone only makes 
him crazy for a part of 1667, if the poem were 
printed early in tliat year, or any time m the year 
before, the knight may still run a chance of having 
been in a sane mood at the time. His second marriage 
is said to have produced his delirium ; but it hu 
been more than suggested, that it came and went at 
his pleasure ;f and we may observe, without meaiung 
it as a sarcasm, that there were doubtless many ho- 
nest people, who would take his extravagant enco- 
mium on a nameless book, as a clear proof of his 
being out of his senses. 

This difficulty, then, may be overcome. * But^* 
we are told, * a stronger obiection remains belund; 
for, upon examination, it will be found, that Den- 
ham, who is said to have blazoned ParadUe Lttit in 
the house of commons, was never a member of 
Parliament.' Mr. Malone might have spared iuni- 
self this examination ; for who said that Denhani 
ever iva^ a member of parliament? Richardson 
merely tells us, that he * came into the house ;* and 
do none come into the house besides members ? It 
is, also, gratuitously assumed, that Denham * bla- 
zoned' the poem, and * pronounced his eulor 
upon it in a fiill house of commons.' One wo 

* Joh. LifcofDenh. 

f Hiuniiton's Mem. of Count GnmmottU 
French^ 2d edit. JLond. 1800. 
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bardson had asserted, that the knight first 
: house to order; and then proclaimed, 
ble voice, that he held in his hand a part 
kest poem, that ever was written in any 
or in any age. It is iurther assumed, that 
supposes Dryden never to have seen the 
two years after its appearance ; and this 
nee is considered as so decisive of Richard- 
iit, that Mr. Malone triumphantly puts 
>te of admiration. Now, it is not denied, 
jtn may often have seen the ptoem ; but, as 
icome an ardent royalist, and as he knew 
> be incessantly watched by a host of ene- 
not likely, that he durst be caught read- 
ling of >£lton's, till it had passed through 
I m a nobleman. The account, besides, 
lecessarily suppose him to have read it, on 
ion, for the first time. Richardson says, 
ick the poem * in a short time ;' and he 
e many others, have retained liis opinion 
, ft year, or two years, before JiOi*d Burk- 
lOldened him to express it. Mr. Malone 
to heighten the absurdity, by repeating, 
1 triumpli, the old story of there having 
) copies sold in two years ; nor does he 
that he runs himself into a much greater 
, when he says, * instead of almost the 
>ression lying on the bookseller's hands, 
es out of the 1500 copies of this poem had 
ady disprised.' This may be a decisive 
we, who do not stop at believing, that six- 
28 were sold, during the first two years, 
e could be disposed of, for the five years 
; but, to those, who prefer a less absurdity 
er, we think it may be safely submitted, 
Mr. Malone has a right to conclude, that 
dote must be rejected as wholly unwortliy 



edit. ofDKytl Lond. 1800. vo\. \. v. wi^n s^. 
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It is extremely uncomibrUble foi 
b^eTe, tint their ancestors did r 
discern the beauties of a poem, \ 
coRBder as the boast of the nation . I 
biographer and critic, accordingly, 
bound to prove, that it was hailed 
praise, both express and implied; : 
e^pal the satisfaction, with wnich th< 
witness, with or without name, wl 
tlung, for or agunst Paratihe Lott. 
Edward Phillips, the nephew of th( 
did not consi&r himself as partly 
he teUsus, 'he had the perusal of th 
very beginning for some years, as he 
to time to vint lum, in a parcel of 
thirty verses at a time, which, b( 
whmtever hand came next, might pc 
rection as to the orthoe^phy and poi 
have been a wonder, indeed, of Edii 
failed to applaud his uncle's perfor 
can only say, that his praise, even ii 
of Mr. Godv^-in, is pven with a g^ 
reserve, than was to have been 
a person in his situation. The poer 
if I mistake not,' says he, * the name 
and is adjudged by the suffrages ol 
qualified to decide such a question, 
the perfection of this species of po 
the language of a man, who is cons 
speaking against tlie general voice : 
venture into public with his own 
cover of the subjunctive mood, 
indeed, it can hardly be called his o 
relies upon those, whom he caUs gc 
tells us, it is becavte they have prs 
that he feels inclined to call it trul} 
heroicum, nifallor : plurium enim s 

* Fh. ap. Oodw. p. 376. "V Oodw. 

t £aaakCoiiipc9A.VoeU%p.i^^»^*V)A». 
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teyoungper nephew, too, must be summoned 
the same mde ; tliough he bitterly reviles the 
ir, in one book, and speaks with contempt of 
oem, in another. It is enough, that he has men- 
d the two names. He will count; and may kill 
An. In 1676, he wrote a continuation of Heath's 
mclef and, under the date of 1649, lie has the 
inng passage upon the man, who enabled him 
80 abusive : * To better the condition of the 
our sovereign, Charles the second, as to his 
iom, came fortli several defences of his autho- 
n several treatises, especially that of Salmasius, 
1 the Royal Defefice, (which one Milton, since 
cen with blindness, cavilled at, who wrote also 
jt that incomparable book and remains of king 
les the martyr, about this time produced to 
, though endeavoured by all means to be sup- 
led, called Eikon Basilike, in an impudent and 
hemous libel, called Iconaclastes, since de- 
idly burnt by the common executioner) doth 
r CTallenge to be here registered.'* Under 
late of 1664, the burning of books, by tlic com- 
ezecutioner, is justified upon t]ie same prin- 
, that men may be hanged after tlicy arc dead. 
* can we omit,' says he, * the punishment of a 
inal book, long after tlie author's decease. For 
the same justice may books, as well as men, be 
iited for treason.'! 

16879 the same autlior translated Don Quixote ; 
among numberless otlier English subjects, he 
ives to introduce Paradise Lost as one of the 
», which Don Diego de Miranda says, his son 
lOt relish. * He spends whole days in his criti* 
If' says Diego, *^^heUler Homer said well or 
I such a verse of his I/iads, whether Martial 
: bawdy or no in such an epigram, whether such 
ch a verse in Virgil ought to be understood ii- 

» Ap, Godw, p. 173. + Byd, p, nA. 
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this way or that way. lie is a rreat ai 
race, PerniUy Juvenal, and ItduIIus; 
modem writers he makes small acco 
the rest, he has a particular pique agai 
and Paradise Lott^ which, he says, 
rhyme nor reason.'* This, says Mr, 
cerljunly a homage p»d at the shrin 
fame. It is not thus that an obscure i 
poet will ever be spoken of.'-j^ Wt 
Burtas is a renown^ and glorious p 
on that account, named before Milton 
sentence of damnstory praise. Thos 
who are determined not to think, ti 
was ' obscure and inglorious,' will hi 
sive fiict, and Bfr. Godwin's authority, 
out. 

The next witnesses are Barrow and 
prefixed laudatory verses to the sec( 
Paradise Lost, We should like to k 
was any author, in those days, — whel 
in poetry, or prose, upon law, or phys 
or politics, or any thing else, — who c 
two friends to write a few lines in 
book ? Had these precious verses e' 
in the first edition, it would have bee 
merit. It was the fashion of tlic timt 
all works with such encomiums. Jor 
called forth eig^t ;t and Browne's Pasu 
teen.§ They were as necessary as a ti 
many a forgotten book has more copic 
the first and only edition, than Parad 
the second. Again, we are told by tb 
that Dryden wrote a hcxastich upon 
but we are not told,, that, reflecting 
popularity of the poem, the same poet 
to make it better known by • tag] 

• Ap, Godw. p. 259. t Godw, 

* Gi/r. edit, vai L p^ 309— ul^. ^ Ute q 



KIVB OF XILTOir. 109 

• There is, it seems, a Dr. Woodford, who, 
'araphnue upon the CcmUclea, published in 
IBS something' in praise of ParatUte Lo9t.'\ 
is % Samnel Slater, too, who, in the same 
dnumuch taken with the learned Mr. Milton's 
d hncy ;' though he thought his own ' cor- 
pcn* might improve that * gentleman's style.'+ 
imon cited a passage from Paradise Loat, in 
ojf on Translated Verse, published in 1680.§ 
njrmous translator of Jacob Ctesius, in the 
'ear, talks of * a Cowley, and a ^filton.'ll 
Id's Essay on Poetry, when first printed in 
contained some lines, in which Milton was 
below both Torquato and Spencer ; but, in 
quent edition, tlie names were transposed, 
Iton placed above both. The writer of the 
; epic, he says, in the first, 

t above Cowley, nay and Milton too prevail, 

g^reat Torquato, and our greater Spencer faiL 



Becond, 

: above Tasio^t lofly flights prevail, 

eed where Spencer, and even Milton fiiiJ. 

le next year, the situation of paradise was 
. out,* by an unknown author ; who had occa- 
quote some verses from the fourth book of 
8 poem.l The first book was translated into 
[| 1685 ; and, two years afterwards, another 
SB author, in a Poein to the Memory of Waller, 
sted in using the name of Milton.** Altcr- 
raised him in 1690 : a Mr. W. W., in a book 
Uxlesiastes, pubhshed in the following year, 
nds him for rejecting rhyme ; and Patrick 
wrote annotations upon the poem, in 1695.1+ 

. Dryd. voL i. t Todd, vol. i. p. 114. 

l,vol.i. p. HI. i Oodw p. 144. 

I, vol. i. p. 1 14. 1 Id. ibUl. 

1. p. 112. t!" IM. V. \\5. 
'.. vt. \- 
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Mr. (^oilwin brings in the ^liheman Merciir$ 
* paying early lioiumrA to J'artttliae J^ott;* nor d 
lie M'oni to consider it as :il ull an unfinvourable ( 
i'limstancc, tliat this author, twcntpr^ve yean d 
\\w ])(H*ni hacl been published, HcnouBly propooi 
anil diiicutuies the question, whether Waller or I 
ton waH the g^atest poet P* In 1694» Gharlei i 
don, in a volume of ARwellmtrouM Letter*^ dero 
one to the * Vindication of Mr. Milton's /'ami 
t^t*^ The ])oi*m had now been nublished nei 
tliirty years ; and yet, so little had it exalted 1 
ftmc' of the author, tlkat iiildon can only ipetk 
him under the epithet of Jfr. Home of the otkert 
timonieH offend our ear in the same way ; andy 
deed, in rcadin^c the ])ruiscK of them all, a modi 
can hardly help i niacin ning how he should feeli : 

{>er8on were to tell him, as a piece of informati 
>y the hy, tliat Uhis Iliad, by Mr. Homer, is avi 
fine poem.* 

There are two witnesses of a different deaa 
lion. Mr. (lodwin considei*s it as a g^od om 
tliat, in 1677, * tlie eelebnitod Thomas Uliymer, 
loudest and Uie tierc*est of all the adversaries t 
ever assailed the reputation of Shakspeare, in 
TiHigniitt of thv Last ^trc Considered, threat 
sliortly to issue from the pi^css, • some reflect! 
on tliat PartuUsv Lost of Nlilton's, which some 
pleased to call a poem.'^ It was now ten yc 
since the poem appeared; and Rhymer proba 
seeinf^, that it bcfi^an to creep slowly towards fti 
threatened to spurn it back to its original obscur 
Khymcr and Dennis were critics of the same € 
racter; yet Mr. iio<lwin is in such a strait for te 
monies, that the censure of the one, and the pn 
of the other, arc considered as equally honours 
to his * autlior of PatHidiw J^st,* l)ennis publisi 
LettfTM on Milton and Conijreve, in 1696; ant 

• Godw. pp. S88, 289. t lii. ibiil. t Ibid. p. 143 
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; to tell — ^he gave tlie former his due meed 
ie. If we had been to choose tlie most con- 

argument against the original fame of Para- 
iff perhaps it would have been exactly the 
re stated. When did Dennis ever censure 
ngf which was not praised by others ? Or, 
lid he ever pr^se any thing, wliich others 
t either condemned, or passed by in silence P 
e acted from this perversity of motive, on 
isent occasion, is evident from a passage, 
irds cited by Mr. Godwin, in which he con- 
tes himself on having given Paradise Lost its 
jt into celebrity. * I was the first,' says he, 
justice to this great pattern of heroic poetry 

the modems, in 1696; and Addison came 
years after, and has run «way with the ho- 
That such a poem should have needed tlie 
of either of these competitors, at tlie distance 
y or forty years fi*om its publication, is not 
It among the proofs of its previous unpopu- 

vuld have been better, if these idolaters had 
icended to particulars, in endeavouring to 
le us, that Paradise Lost was adequately 

on its first appearance. Had they left the 
: in dubious generality, our present venera- 
r the author might easily have peopled the 

with a host of amnirers, equally ready, with 
ea, to give the author all honour and praise. 
' attempting to enumerate the testimonies, 
tve only disclosed the paucity of their num- 
id the general obscurity of their characters, 
leaving not a book unturned, which might 
f spesS: of the poem, and after raking up 
lerson, who has alluded to the name of tlie 
whether for good, or evil,— only about fifteen 
, learned and unlearned, known and un- 

* Ap, Godv^'. p. 294. 
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known, inimical and friendly, have been fo 
mention the one or the other, for a tract of 
than thirty years. Four, out of the fiftee: 
authors of some celebrity themselves. Four 
remainder are anonymous ; and, for any diflR 
of fame or authority, they miprlit all have b< 
No person has ever undertaken to collect, i 
manner, the evidences of Blackmore's cele 
but we venture to say, that any diligent m* 
pet together more persons, who spoke of hi 
his poems, in one year, than have been fbi 
mention Milton and Paradise Lost, in thirty, h 
if, to be much spoken of, is to be famous, we 
few authors, who have a fairer chance of immoi 
than sir Richard Blackmore. Nor were fda i 
all obscure individuals. I^ocke pnuscd JPn'fi 
thur: Molcneaux admired it;* and sir E 
Haward placed it upon a level with ParadU 
* The two elaborate poems of Blackmore ai 
ton,* said the latter, * may, for tlie dignity of 
be well looked upon as the two ^and exam 
poetry.'f 

Mr. Godwin makes much noise, because Pi 
Lost was rendered into Latin, twenty-four 
after it was published. * There is no spec 
evidence,* says he, * that can be more deci 
the character and reception of a poet, tha 
which is afforded us by Ho^s translation into 
oi Paradise Lost.*^ Now, it unfortunately ha 
that, in this * decisive species of evidence,* 
chard Blackmore transcends Milton by fifteen 
His Prince .Arthur was published in 1695 ; an 
years afterwards, this very Mr. Hog turned tl 
book into Latin. § Mr. Southey has said, thai 

* Joh. Life or Blackm. f Scot. Dry-d. vol. i. p. 100 

X Godw. p. 288. Hot never translatpd the poem at all ; 

he wrote a paraphrase in 1690. Todd, vol. i. pp. 201, 302. 

Translations, Nos. IIL and IV. 
$ Ibid. p. 201. No. III. Mr. Godwin might have had a b 

BtBnce; for the fint book of FaradUc Lost was Jiatinized 
Id, ibid. No, I. 
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and Cleveland were more popular in their day 
.n iClton;* and we may add, that more than 
sntj-five years after the publication oi Paraditc 
ttf the author had not excited interest enough to 
I for the least notice of his life, as an introduction 
the fourth edition. * Though the two nephews 
the author were yet living,' says Mr. Godwin, 
9 bookseller, no subscriber, and' no patron con- 
ved the idea of obtaining any sketch of the life, 
nts» and education of the poet.'f This was said 
h. any thing but an expectation, that it looked to 
: author's unpopularity ; and Mr. Godwin is one 
khose^ who would never forgive a man, for saying, 
t Milton was not, then, as famous as he is at pre- 
it. When Dryden died, so many elegiacs were 
itten upon the occasion, in two months, that tliey 
re collected and published in a volume. t But, 
D miue's tear,' says Mr. Todd, * was found to 
ice the obsequies' of his cotemporary, Milton ; 
r wai it till fifteen years afterwards, that an 
mymoua author, set the example, in a Propitiatory 
crilice to the Ghost of J. M,% Paradise Lost had 
w been published twenty-three years ; and it is 
.ttle remarkable, not only that this nameless poem 
s expressly designed to appease the ghost of 
tton, for the injustice done to his merits ; — ^but 
it the autlior should only talk of what his fame 
s going to be, in future ages.|| The first monu- 
nt erected to his memory, was in 1737; the 
ond, in 1793.^ 

Booth. Spe«ra. of the later Eng^. Poets, Lond. 181J. Prcf. p. 27 
Godw. p. S64. X Scot. vol. i. 

Todd, Tol. i. p. 126. 

•^-The poet*t fame shall brighter ■bine. 
In each tucceedinf; age. 
Laughing at the baffled rage 
Of envious enemies 

Todd, vol. i. p. 141. 

It 2 
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We have already said, that the sentence of Jo 
n, which so grievously offended Mr. Godwin, ^ 
the mainj correct; that, in other words, *the 
atation and price of the copy still advanced, 
le revolution put an end to the scenery of love, i 
^aradise Lost broke into open view, with suffid 
iecurity of a kind reception.' AU know, that 
English revolution happened in 1688; and, by c< 
paring^ the frequency and kind of the editions, 
fore and after that event, we shall see, that the 
servation is sufficiently warranted by the fiu 
From 1666 to 1688, there were but three ecUtic 
The fourth edition was published in 1688 ; the ft 
in 1692 ; and tlie sixth, in 1695.* Before 1688, the 
fore, there w^ere but three editions in 22 years 
after that period, wc have three editions in se' 
j'ears :— or the poem was reprinted, after the re 
lution, more than three times as often as it was 
fore. The first edition was in quarto, with a pi 
of three shillingps ; but tlie second and third is 
in small octavo,f with doubtless a price stiU lo^ 
The very fact, that the edition of 1688 was a f 
decorated with ])lates, and priced at ten shilli 
would be enough, perhaps, to verify our bi 
pher's remark : but, when it is also considered 
so much more expensive a work was so 
oftener reprinted, we think, there can be no 
that open justice was never done to the poen 
after the revolution. The honours since piw 
are not to be enumerated ; though Mr. Tc 
found ^ve translations in Greek ; eleven in 
«> in Italian ; teti in French ; eight in Du 
German ; one in Spanish ; one in Portugu< 
one in Russian. Many of these translatio 
ever, are incomplete ; and some have ne 
published.^ 

• Todd, ▼ol. i. pp. 189. 192. f Ibid. p. 1 

t IbkL ro), i. pp. 200''209. 
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* Thou hast said a great deal upon Paradise Lost/ 
observed £lwoo<l, in retuniing the manuscript to 
Ifilton : ' what hast thou to say upon Paradise 
Found ?* Five years afterwards, the author put into 
his hands the copy of Paradiae Regained; and said, 
in a pleasant tone, * this is owing to you ; for you 
put it into my head by the question you put to me ; 
winch before I had not thought of.' It has been 
eonsidered, as a great achievement, that this poem 
WM completed mjive years. Phillips calls it a * won- 
deifhl short space ;' though Mr. Dunster, who is by 
no means insensible to the wonder, has calculated 
the rapidity of composition at ten lines a day.* A 
judidous eulo^st will never give you the truth in 
the tune sentence with the hyperbole : mankind 
win still prefer the former ; and the contrast merely 
lerres to diminish that admiration, which the latter 
WB8 intended to augment. Milton must not only 
write much better verses, — ^but write them much 
faster, than any otlier person ; and one of his own 
Latin epistles is quoted to show, that his industry 
could never be detached from a subject, until his 
wofk was finished. ' Meum sic est ingenium,' says 
he, ' nulla ut mora, nulla quies, nulla fcrme ilhus rei 
cura, aut cog^tatio distineat, quoad pervadam quo 
feror, et gp*andem aliquam studiorum meorum quasi 
perioidum conficiam.'f If to write verses with rapi- 
mtf, be a mark of pre-eminent genius, the author 
oi Paradiae Regained might have despaired of cele- 
brity, on that score; for, while Milton would be 
labmuinjg^ at his ten hnes a day, Lucilius could dic- 
tate two hundred in an hour, and without shifting 
lus poation. 

I in hoiA laepe daccntoi 
— — venoa dietabat, ituis iiede in aDo4 

* Duut. Edit. Par. Reg. Load. 1795. Mr. Dunster is considered 
ts die Addiaon of Paradiie Begained, 
"■ '^•^. TMb. No. ri. \ Hot, Sat. \t. 
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Paradise Regained was published in 1671 ; and 
Mr. Todd has ascertained, from an old catalogue, 
that its price, when bound, was two shillings and 
sixpence.* It has been often said, that the author 
could never bear to see his second poem placed be- 
low the first; but Dr. Newton has furnished his 
successors with a mode of clearing Milton from an 
absurdity, which would inevitably render him like 
other men. We are not to suppose, that such a 
poet could really think JParadue regained superior 
to Paradise Lost; and, therefore, if he ever mani- 
fested any impatience at the dispraise of the fonner, 
in comparison with the latter, it was not because he 
liked the first better than the last, — but because he 
thouj^ht, that, though it was, indeed, the poorest of 
the two, it was by no means so much the poorest as 
was commonly imagined. There is no getting rid 
of a conclusion, which sets out from the assumptioii, 
that a man is not to be supposed capable of an ab- 
surdity. Phillips was Milton's constant attendant: 
Elwood was his intimate friend ; and they both join 
in telling us, he * never could hear with patience 
any such thing related to him,' as that Paradise Be- 
gained was pronounced inferior to Paradiee XiMf.j 
Mr. Todd adds another testimony. * In a manusciip' 
note,' says he, * at the end of Toland's Life of ifi 
ton, communicated to me by Mr. F. G. Waldron, ' 
is related, that Paradise Regained was, in the poet 
own opinion, the better poem ; and that Milton ga^ 
this reason for the general dislike, 'that people h 
a general sense of 3ie loss of paradise, but not 
equal gust for the regaining of it.'+ As Mr. Tc 
is one of those, who treat the * popular tale* ¥i 
contempt, he should not have adduced an anecd< 
which proves, at once, that Milton could not c 
ontertain a silly preference himself^-*but g^ve a 

• Todd, vol. i. p. 120. note. 
I- Ph. ap. Godw. p. 379. Elw. I,ifi« 
: 'Vvihl vol. i. p. 120, noie. 
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I for the preference of others. That the say- 
»ntains a play upon words, is no disproof of its 
iticity ; for the works of Milton too frequently 
that he could pun, upon occasion, as well as 
vine mortals. 

tpwn •AgvniBte* was published at the same 
and in the same volume, witli Paradise Re- 
f. The biographers are now puzzled, once 
to detect the source of Milton's original idea ; 
r. Hayley is happy enough to discover a lie- 
UiiUfne de Sansone, per Alesandir Rosclli, pub- 
at Seina, in 1616.* There seems to be little 
, that such a work exists ; and, tliough ^Ir. 
Y himself could never procure a copy, we do 
t despair of seeing it brought to light, and 
utrated to have been the ground-work of 
1*8 tragedy. Mr. Godwin has a very diflerent 
r of its origin. It was *a subject,' he says, *n<) 
purposely chosen by the author to give vent 
anguish of his heart ; a blind servant of God, 
ftp^ye among the enemies of all true religion, 
id to him an apt type of his own situation.'! 
is supposing Milton to have paid a sufficient 
iment to himself. But, by whom was he held 
e ? Where was his prison ? And when did he 
ice the pillars of the edifice, and pull down 
ruin upon his enemies and himself? Did 
>aon quit himself hke Sampson,' when he 
tted to a mock-funeral P Or, when he hid in 
dlomew-close ? 

Milton was not always engaged in matters of 
fti^iment. From describing the combats of 
I *on the plains of heaven,' he descended to 
the bickerings of the Saxon heptarcliy, which 
ened to the battles of hawks and kites ; and 
io had taught mankind the * ready and easy 
> establish free governments,' did not think ii 

,1. p. 257, note. t GqAnv , v« '*^'' 
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beneath liim to facilitate the process of children, 
in acquiring the rudiments of speech, op to assist 
older scholars in gsuning a knowledge of the art of 
reasoning. His Accidence commenced Grammar was 
published in 1661 ; and the Artia Logica InstihiHo^* 
in 1672. The Histoid of his own country, to the 
Norman conquest, appeared in 1670. *On this HU- 
toryy' says Dr. Johnson, < the licenser again fixed his 
claw>s ; and before he would transmit it to the press, 
tore out several parts.* lie had been too free m the 
expression of his opinions; and the * chaplain of the 
archbishop of Canterbury' could plainly see a mask- 
ed lampoon upon the modern clergy in Milton's 
censures of the old Saxon monks. A copy of the 
unlicensed pages was given to the earl of ^gleaea; 
and he g^ve tliem to the world eleven yean afta 
the publication of the original work. 

In 1673, Milton reprinted his juvenile poemi^ 
with his treatise on education ; and published a new 
book upon Tnve Religion^ Heresiey Schitmj Tofers- 
tion, and lohat best means may be used to pt*event the 
gi'oivth of Popery. Here is certainly a declaratioiii 
sufficiently explicit, of the author's hostility to the 
Catholic religion; and Mr. Todd does not lail to 
load Titus Oates with two opprobrious names, fbr 
saying, not long afterwards, that Milton was the 
frequenter of a Popish club.f As Oates, in English 

• 

* Ir vras adapted to the mcthw] uT Ilimus; and Dr. JohnacNLia* 
t??cted a little with the spirit of tho lienser, 'knows not whether 
even in this h<K>k, the niiihor did nor intend nn act of boitilHy 
:)fpin$t the universities; for Ramiii was one of the first oi>pii|^n 
ot the old philosophy, who disturbed widi innovations the qnwtof 
the schools.* Ever\- one has h*s day. Dr. Johnson himself has rinee 
been accused of as'«ailiii^ Milton in his D'ciiouary^ because, under 
the article sonttffs, he adduced, hs .in instance, the poet*s Imes upon 
the abuse of his Tefrar/i' relon. Mr. H»ley mig:ht have prodnced, 
from the preface, a proof of hostility still more ap|»areiit. After 
dcri^ iup: hei^fit from /ifgh, h" add . that * Milton, nt zeal of ana- 
log)-, writes Ohe first) h'gh-'h; quid tc exenipta juvat spinis de 
pluribus uiin ? To change all would be too much', and to clnngv 
one ;s nothing.' 

•'■ ToiU], vol. i. p. 125. 
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history, is only another name for falsehood, Mr. 
Todd would have little difficulty in persuading lus 
own countrymen, that tliis story is altogether with- 
out foundation ; but he should have reflected, that, 
in those days, whatever was not on the side of the 
established church, was considered as under the 
banners of popery; and that, in another place, he 
has himself admitted Milton to have instituted a 
dnb, fbr the express purpose of opposing ' Dr. 
Hammond and other divines of the church of Eng- 
land.'* We are amused with Mr. Godwin's mode of 
treating this subject. He had read Mr.' Todd's 
Life ; mnd, notwithstanding what wc have just seen, 
he says, 'none of the biographers of the poet have 
stained their pages with the mention of this title.' 
Resolving, therefore, to stain his own pages as little 
as possible, he throws the matter into a note, and 
handles it thus : * I know not whether it is proper 
to Botice a scurrilous imputation upon Milton, con- 
tained in a silly pamphlet, called the Secret History 
of the Cah)e8 Head Cluby published in 1703, and that 
has fflnce been many times reprinted, in which the 
author of Paradiae Lost is expressly named as the 
founder of this club.'f Here is a part of the logic, 
by which this tale is to be disproved. In the nrst 
place» Milton was the *autlior oi Paradise Lost ;^ 
and, secondly, Mr. Godwin adds, * Milton was a man 
of too much taste, refinement, and humanity,' to 
take part in any such transactions. We ought, iu 
justice, to observe, that Mr. Todd and Mr. God%vin 
are at variance as to the object of the club. The 
former says, it was to oppose the liturgy ; and the 
latter tells us, it was to commemorate the day on 
which Charles I. was beheaded. It may have been 
for both purposes ; and we might suggest to Mr. 
Godwin, that the man, who was so forward to justif} 

• Todd, Tol. i. p. 158. t Godw. p. 279, noUv 
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ihc condemnation of a kin^,* would not be Vt 
slack in celebrating the anniversary of his death 

In 16/4» Milton published liis Familiar Letten 
1 iUtin, Academical JExei'viaeSi and a translation of i 
i^tin Declaration of the Poles, in favour of th 
sovereign, John III. He wrote, also, a Brief 1 
fort/ of Muscovy, and some other countries eastwi 
of Russia, wliich was printed in 1682; a Syatem 
Theology f and an Anniver to a libel upon himse 
botli of which seem to liave perished. Several otl 
works have been asserted to be his ; but Mr. To 
has made us suspect the authenticity of all, exc( 
an .irgunietit on the militia question, published 
1642.f We are now on the last stage of our jw 
ney. Milton died of the gout, on Sunday, tlie i 
of November, 1674. He had no pain or struggle 
und the attendants in the room knew not when 
breathed his last. Toland says, his funeral was 
tended by *all liis learned and great friends in L( 
don, not without a friendly concourse of they 
g-ar.' He was buried by the side of his father 
the chancel of St. Giles, Cripplegate ; but, wh 
the steps to the communion table were raised 
1679, liis grave stone was removed; and, thou| 
it may now be impossible to find him, * I ghesB 
says Aubrey, * Jo. Speed and he lie togetlier.'t 
1790, a body was actually dug up and exhibited 
Milton's ; but it seems to have been proved, tl 
the skeleton, — so far from belonging to the poet, 
was not even of his own sex.§ 

Milton was a man of about the middle statur 
rather spare ;;| and, tliough well proportioned, 
delicate as to have merited the imputation of dF 



■ See aliove, p. .47 f Tudd, voL i. pp. 127. 132. 

t Auh. a p. Godu'. p. 346, 347. $ Tudd, vol. i. p. 139. 

, Aiib. a p. Godw. p. 337. The rexdor may be amused to tee t 
»/i jiiitiquarian takes notes. * He was,^ says Aubrt-v, 'scarce so 
a - I am, CQm . quot feel lalV titii 1^. IX!t»v> uf middle stature.*] 



* Hl« hff w»» ovil 1 md liij liiflit brown luir 
on liM Inrehrad, Knil fell dnwn ii)um hU 
4n. Hli rf ra were tfrrv i tiiii tV^Miin'* rcfeo.- 
Mt^faia tUn io fine >iid frvRli, that. i» lir tMb 
idtt Wr wi gw Kcncrallv took him to he l«R 
>miigeFmn he wu. He bM iqiok'n of Ma 
'lMMnb*n|fr1>tlin''iiii aniJ H»lf-«iite«ini* ami hi* 
^hnvtvil u^ th*ihi« deportment w» M onoa 
^eiMt. Biid manly, 

3 b^en cvpii tlioiuriit worth whilo to imea 4 
' of bin ptirtniits. The fltw wh a half-ImiRthi 
>]r Conirlius Jniisen, in 1619. It wiu Icniit 
laaeit^oii of Milton'o wldaw i hut alWrw-in)* - 

the band') of Mr. CimrlcB !St*nliopei and) 
■do of that Miitlenmn'a ptctiirrx m June, 

trru pilreha.<-il hv Mr. ■i'hoiiiM'. Ilnllia. Mr, 
,p.. l.,.i,.^l,i K ..I ri.,. ,,;.i,„.,'- ..y,.™iori, fiir 

11 ■■ .1 iiiin^iiaton 

' .. ..1. 'lil-loM. 

ivhole f!il!ilr stioulii iint ri-piirchase il.' Hb 
ra in Cnvfnt (iarden afterwartU took fire ; 
ilhtnit altempliiifr to rescue any other part of 
nitiirr, he timk tliiR picture under his arm, 

1 if his all\Fa.i aavcil. walked Cnlmly out of the 

Mr. WHrton thinks, il Is now in the possei- 
r Mr. Band Mnllis. J. B. Cipriani engraved 
'69. 

re WHS another picture in the poHCssion of 
low, which, su) a Mr. Warton, locne have aiia- 
l not even In lisvc been a portrait of Milton. 
: the one nii'iitioneil by Aubrey, it ia, nolwltb- 
\g this sunpirion of llic coiinoiaeurs, the only 
ikenesa evi.>r taken. Vcrtue, who enp-avco 
nuri', snvK, it uaa ilrawii al the ajfc of Iwenly- 
^il Mr. \\':irliin acknovvlcdi^'a, tltat -tin.- nif 
h in ihf ni'»t slylo of imintingTuft, about and 
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before 1628." SClton wasatthe utuveraitjr in 1628 
und Aubrey tells us, tliat ' his widow has his pictuli 
drawn (very well and like) when a Cambtid^ 
Bcholari — which,' he adds, ' ought to be eneraren 
for the pictures before hia books are not at all Kki 
him.'f He raj's afterwards. iJiat &liltoii ' wrote U 
name on hia picture with his widuw to preserve:^ 
and Mr. Warton quotes tliis passage, widiont seeiD 
ing to be awart, that n more conclusive disprooC ■ 
his opinion could not well be imagined. 

The neit portrait, by Marshall, was prefiied li 
the author's juvenile poems, published in 16iS. I 
seems to hare been no likeness ; or, at any rat* 
ABlton was angry with it. The Iburth was dnwn il 
crayons by Farthome, in 1670; and, as the Ukettei 
WHS attested by the poet's youngest daughter, its 
now considered as the only failJmil portrait. WIm 
Peck was about to pubhsh his JVcw Maaain * 
Milton, in 1740, he obtained a portrut Irain Si 
John Meres, of Leicestershire, and asked VeitDG 
if lie tliou^t it was a likeness. VerUie did iv 
think it was, 'ill have a scraping- from it, be* 
ever,' answered Peck : ' and let posterity »etAc tb 
difference.' Posterity has considered it as an eu 
task. Peck said, the likeness was taken when HD 
Inn was twenty-five ; and yet, that the wllole tnns 
action miglit be of a piece, his * scraping* rcpre 
sents the poet with his hand on Paradiie Lott. T\i 
was the forerunner of a long line of scrapings i aw 
even Sir Joshua Reynolds bought, in 1784, a pimiM 
for Milton, which, to the no small confu&on of At 
artist, was generally pronounced to be a goodlike 
nessofSelden. But, ss Sir Joshua had once thougk 
it to be Milton's, and had moreover given a turn 
dred guineas for his purchase, he was not t» bt 

• Ap. TndA, nt. ;. p 
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n from his opinion; and one item of his will 
to the Rev. William Mason, *the miniature 
Hon by Cooper.' 

e domestic habits of Milton have been ascer- 
i with sufficient minuteness. He rose at four, 
5 morning; had some one to read the Hebrew 
to him ror about half an hour; contemplated 
:ven; read and wrote until dinner; walked or 
g» «nd played music, three or four hours ; en- 
ned visiters until eight; took a light supper; 
ed his pipe ; drank a glass of water ; and went 
d. He was a great lover of music; and not 
nng and played on the orgun or bass-viol him- 
-but impressed his wife and nephews into the 
se« He did not reg^ard music as merely an 
ement, deagned to please the ear, or to corn- 
die soul. He made its influence extend to the 
; and seems to have considered it as peculiarly 
to lud nitare in the process of digestion. Thus, 
treatise on Educatitm^ he not only thinks, boys 
d *i«create and compose their travailed spi- 
before dinner, *with the solemn and divine 
oiues of music ;' but adds, that ' the like also 
1 not be inexpedient after meat, to assist and 
flh nature in her first concoction, and send their 
I back to study in good tune and satisfaction.' 
never drank strong liquors ; and seldom drank 
t all, between meals. He is said to have been 
mely pleasant in his conversation; though 
vrhat gpven to satire. Dryden told Aubrey, 
he pronounced the letter R very hard; and 
1, ttUKt it was a certain sign of a satirical wit.* 
eems always to look upon females with con- 
t; and, though he was a loud advocate for free- 
in commonwealths, he never showed any dis- 
sf despotism in families. He dictated to his 
uensis, mtting obUquely in an elbow-chair, with 

* A lib. ap. Godw. p. 339. 
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one leg over the arm; and Richardson says, 'he 
used to sit in a grey coarse cloth coat, at the door 
of his house in BunhiU -fields, in warm sunny wea- 
tlier, to enjoy the fresh air; and so, as weU as in his 
room, received the visits of people of disting^shed 
parts and quality.' 

He took no great care of his pecuniary concerns. 
He lent his personal estate to tlie parliament during 
the civil wars; and, when tlie contest was over, he 
asked for repayment, and met with rebuke. HJB 
ap])()intment to the Latin secretaryship was doubt- 
less considered a part of his reward. He had two 
hundred pounds a yeai* for tliat office ; and received 
a tliousand pounds for liis Defence of the People. His 
widow said, he was defrauded of 2000 pounds, winch 
he had inlioisted to a scrivener; and of 2000 more, 
whicli had been placed in the excise office. An 
estate of sixty pounds is said to have been his share 
j II the spoils of the church ; but he was equally un- 
fortunate, whether he gave or received; for this 
was, of course, taken from liim at the restoration. 
* There is yet no reason to believe,* says Dr. John- 
son, *that he was ever reduced to indigence.' If he 
intended to have us beheve tliis, he should not have 
subjoined, immediately after, Uiat Milton * sold his 
library before his death.' It is true, that he left 
1500 pounds to his family ; but perhaps it is quite 
as unquestionable, that the greater part of tlie saM 
resulted from the sale of his books. 

His library was probably numerous ; for it is agreed 
by all, that his literature was great. He informs us 
himself, tliat his life was a * ceaseless round of study 
and reading;' and his works everj where proclaim, 
that lie did not become master of tlie Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, Italian, French, and Spanish languages, ir.ere- 
ly for tlie sake of the accomplishment. He would 
repeat almost the whole of Homer; and, after him, 
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md Euripides were his favourites, in the leam- 
guages. * Of the latter/ says Mr. Todd, *he 

to nave been a reader, not onlv with the taste 
^et, but with the minuteness of a Greek critic, 
iripides, in two volumes, Paul Steven's quarto 
n oif 1602, with many marginal emendations in 
71 hand, is now the property of Mr. Cradock, 
aifyf in Leicestershire. Of these notes, some 
»een adopted by Joshua Barnes, and some have 
stely prmted by Mr. Jodrell.'* Dr. Johnson 
ted tiie same book ; but he does not seem to 
4>nndered it as such a * treasure.' * His Euri- 
' says the latter, < is, by Mr. Cradock's kind- 
Dow in my hands: the margin is sometimes 
; but I have found nothing remarkable.' 
yog the £n|;1ish poets, Spencer, Shakspeare, 
»wTey are said to have been the most frequently 
ton's hands. * Spencer,' says Dr. Johnson, 
ipparently his favourite ; Shakspeare he may 
be supposed to like, with every other skilful 
; but I should not have expected that Cow- 
lose ideas of excellence were so different from 
Dt would have had much of his approbation.' 
jentive reader of the two poets will make a 
nt discovery. The minds of Cowley and Mil- 
•re alike, in many respects; and the earlier 
dT the latter, more particularly, are marked 
ot a little of the metaphysics and conceit. 
Dr. Johnson has so well described in the life 
former. Milton was fond of giving names to 

classes of writers. Thus, declamatory au- 
rere styled Fustianists; and Dryden merited 
itempt, because he herded with what Milton 
tknamed the Rhyndats, 
\mA a capacious memory ; and was much more 
d to give lus own experience and reflection 
world, than to waste his time in translating 

•Todd, vol. i. pp. 152-3. 
l2 
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the ezperittii€e and reflection of ofhxm, * I 
•ays he, * cofild delight in long citations, m 
in whole traiductions; whether it be natura 
ntioD or education in me, or that my modi 
roe a speaker of what God made mine own^ 
a translator.' Accor^ng to Richardson, hit 
cal fiiMpulty rushed suddenly upon him, wit 
petus or OBStrum, and his dau«iter waa imm 
called to secure what came/ * That, In I 
lectual hour,' says Johnson, 'Milton called 
daughter to secure what came, may be que 
for It unlucl^y happened to be known, 
dfuiighters were never taught to write; no 
he hare been obliged, as is universally condf< 
have employed any casual visiter in disbui 
his memory, if his daughter could have pe 
Hie office.' Now, it unluckily happens to be 
that, in addition to the direct testimony of. 
Bichardson, and others, the manuscript of 
in Trimty College, Cambrid|^e, is written i 
ent female han(b; and that, m August, 178( 
tleman published some lines, evidently ] 
\diich were written, in a female hand, on tn 
leaves prefixed to a copy of the ori^nid ed 
Paradise Lost, and subscribed with me wore 
tated by J. M.'» 

* Gent. Mag. Aug. 1786, p. 608. 

ON DAT.BR£AK. 
Weleome, bright chorister, to oar hemitphefe; 
Thy giMl approaches tell us day is near. 
See i how his earijr dawn creeps o*er yon hiO, 
And with his grey-eyed light begins to fill 
I'he silent air, driving ftom our sig^t 

The starry regiment of frighted Night. 

• • • • • 

O Thou, who sometfines by moat sacred voice, 
Father of Light wert styl^ let my fVee choice 
(Though all my wotla be evil, seldom right,) 
Hhiin loving darknets tathei than the U^t. 



iBiognphen liivi: beon cunNdeniblf puzikd to 
U what nunc alimild be (riven lo tliltoii's piAj . 
twRii noi OHteruibly u. luunilwr uf tuiy partictiUi- 
brchi mnd, tbougrh lie bo frefjucntly rtprcBents 
■r firM pwcnts in prayer, he iicvcr wu delected 
to»;>'in(r himsvlf. Some ridl him a {treabytcriui ; 
■Btli ft Bruwnist. Hu is iiuw u quietist i and liow, 
mkker. Iii tlus diletnnin. Dr. Jnhnana coiuolea 
IntlfwilhrpAccthg. thai,' to belongtn no church, 
[telprouBi' but otiieri arc not contented, till 
Mf hM^ i^BCovered, in bis writingT^ wtne cotifbr- 
1^ villi ■ known dcnoniinfttion of Christian doc- 
Elwood, a qtiaker, vnut his moat intimiite 
^ . and the tiillowInK pvasufcc, rroiu a coteioprj- 
Hrg>aMte,willahnw, tlint Miltan lived, for a time, 
^* viciftiW "f t''c quakers' meetinc-houie ; 

t 31, 16ST. Mr. John Lilbumti, [oom- 

_ tti by the nunc of Li«ut. Col. Lilbume,} 

^/iug oa 9>tiiTdiy at GItham, was this moming' re- 
IDved thence to Louden, and Lis corpse conveyed 
)UieAaiuH- called tilt JfouM, lit AtmasBiTii, whioh 
I the usual meeting-place of tlic people culled qua- 
at, to whom it aecma he had lately joined in api- 
ioD. At tiiia place, that altemoon, assembled a 
ledhry of people, among whom the quakers were 

Let itaT eumtial Ixi^nicii, with quick glUMe, 
Din ihiuugh i\k Kifigy miti of icnonncr, 
Inw the duken'd inwIlKt, ind ibenit diipel 
W1iatB*er doadt oVnprcwl (he icnK ; 
■nu, wiib illuniiiHiHl t/a, the niiiul 
All (be Aik eonen la iueircwi Hnd. 
And flU theai ill wiili«£uii ■■()><, wlifek nur 
CooTeTt my Elooiny al^llonituliincdlyt 
TMogkdar^.O Oud! ifgiutdvil by Uiy lui ghl 
I Me Bilili inlellfriml iftei i Ihc Diftlit 
To me ■ nooolide Uaie, Ulumin'il by 
TheglariouiiplcndiKinarthy Htjeity! 

Thu i> otenly a lioelical tnnilition «1' Iht pUnic citeA k\iu'« 
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most emineiit to munber; and within the hamt a 
controYeny wm» whether the ceremony of a hew 
cl^ riiouid be cast over Iub coffini but Ae IB^}ar 
part, beiiM^ quakera, not aaaentinffy the ooffin M^ 
about 5 oxlock in the evemng, brought into Iha 
street. At ita connng out, there atooa a man oft 
purpoae to caat a Tclret herae over the coAI^ aiiB 
ne endeavoured to do it; but tiie orowd of qnalDaa 
not permitting it^ and hatin|[ gotten the bo^ umi 
their ahouldera, they carried it away without to&er 
ceremony, and the whole compai^ are ditcetiedta 
Moorfielda, and thence to the new dmich adyoiaiaf 
Bedkm, where it waa interred.** 

There were aome artidea of Mihon^ fUtl^ whifii; 
for want of a better term, we may ca& aup^Hftfli^aa. 
< An opinion wandera about the wotld^' aajfa' Ikk 
Johnson, *and aometimea finda receptuMi Mhoa^ 
wise men; an opimon, which reatnuna llie.opaia^* 
tions of the mind to particular regions, and oUppoagi 
that a luckless mortal may be bom in a d^^ree^f 
latitude too high or too low for wisdom' or K^^tt. 
From this &ncy, wild as it is/ he adds^ * IfiHea w 
not wholly deitfed his head, when he feared lestlhe 
climate of his country might be too cold to fligjbbi 
of imagination*'t We are afraid this opinion atS 
wanders about the world; and we are very aore^ 
that Dr. Johnson's own countrymen have never re- 
ceived the lesson, which he thus taught than. ]( 
among the countless absurditiei, which Bngiiahmea 
have said of this country, it were wortii while ta 
name one thing more absurd than the rest, it would 
be, that, from the cold mists of their own iaiaiidt 
they should charge the climate of America with atu- 
pifying genius, and abridging life. We have long 

* CfomweOkuia, p. 16S. t Par. Lost, h. is. 



n nlcM uk age too late, or cold 
Climate or yean« 4amp ni iMenAn^^i^BKt 
DepTtH*d. 
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r how to canp«tulate uutscIvm upon living 

■ ■kytliiuiali^mnliMHli but it wu not till tlu 
ition of ■ recent wnrk, by «ii Kn^aliniui liiin- 
lU vr cfiulil fully cHtlinutr oiir tittt? to self- 
tiilKiun. He tcUa us, tlmt tliu Nnvcmbrrii 
rrioK arc more plcsunt tliui ihc Junct of 
kdi anil he In coiMtuiitly breaking into nicb 
tutat Ks, ' Hiiri' in a iiraiUli orOeloberl* 
,■ NoTi^nibf r Ibr in Gng'luiluiuui U lec !' 
Iht thing' wliicU (liaqulctcd nitf bud, vrat, • 
iMNpicldii, iliaT hh lot Iiiul brxn cut in ui mk 
^ fcr Uic ucquUition or epic renown. TWa 

K'n, [Jr. JnhiuKtn had a riglit tn piii'rulti 
^ — 6il nnl h«To UT»tod it nuite su gruvply U 
I •Gviicnil CBUBCB,' »j*» hft, 'must operate 
KQT in a grncnl shBtcniFnt nf mental pnwcri 
eeul>l be p<Trrjrai. .1 li\ ih.- i«rilci\ I.h. like. 

Duldcont-iil '!>. i,.,|... -,. I li -, ,i..il, Vi ff 

[King: .«<''■ "I '■■ ■ ■ ': ■'■ ■■II 

)e iniglit still be great among liis cotempora- 
ith th« hope of jawing cvci^' ihiy greater in 
indlc of posterity. He miffht stiU be great 

the pif^ics, the one-eyed monarch of the 
This v/ua certainly intended to be very con- 

biit, if HT could suppose Milton to have 
iu» far, what should prevent him from taking 
r step, by reflecting, that, though his own 
■Si might sceni gri^at to his cotcmporaries, 
ratness of Homer must become colossal in tliu 
!yc»? tJiat, if Ills own »gc should look upon 
a giant, they mutt reg-jrd Homer as a god f 
St know, tliBt, while the dwindle of posterity 
<:viTy day inrrease liis dm n stature, it would 
ive aiiti<[uit)' as higli ns ever i and, tvhen man- 
lould liuv.' shrunk into pinnies, would thry 
I behold, above himself, Oie only pocv. t''^^'.^ 



\rould be entitled to hotd the sceptre over th 
eyed manarchy of the blind' 

Another Cotibn seenis to hsve taken pan 
of Milton's head, or rather the beads of lus I 
' phcra, concemingthe subaerviency of his mind 
vicissitudes of the sptsons. It vaa not enougi 
like ordinary mortals of other trades and cs 
he should find times, when hia hand was out 
must be uibjected to auperior influences. Thi 
of Milton could only be regidated by the mux 
which govern the equinoiEa. lUchardaon b 
hia 'sudden impetus or dstnuni' und Phillip 
'hJB vein never happily flowed but ftoin 1 
tumnal equjnoxial to ibe vem&l." Hilton t 
■eeras to have had a difi'ercnt opinion ; and ") 
was the Brat to remark, that, in his Ode to 8 
he unfortunately h^a that very season, at thi 
when his Btren^ and gerous returned. ' T 
H Is answered,' says Johnson, ' tJiat Philtipg 
hardly mistake time bo welt marked ; and it c 
added, that Milton might find different times 
year favourable to different parta of life.' 
Doctor was determined to laugh at the thing, 
own way ; and did not, therefore, observe, thi 
ton had precluded the suppoMtion of his alt 
to other parts of life, by inviting the retl 
strength eipresily for the composition of ver 



Perhaps the politics of Milton have been 6 
ently developed in the course of this narrativi 
was one of the first writers, who began to sba) 
belief of Cbriatendom, in the divinity of regal p 
and the infallibility of on establiihed church, 
nuet, indeed, has given the credit to a differeB 
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i; and perhaps Englishmen, in these days of Xe- 
imacy, are not generally aware, that, while they 
ribute the (Usturbance of their favourite doctrine 
a modem Frenchman, it was long ago imputed« 
Fkvnchmen themselves;, to one of the most legi* 
AtCy becaua&one of the most tyrannical, English 
nwchs, tfaarevcr sat upon a throne. The havoc 
de by Henry the eighth, in the religious and po- 
saI otablishinents of his empire, is considered as 
: gteat cause of the divfsions, which have since 
traeted both church and state. God was willing, 
a Boaauet, that mankind should, for once, be 
med loose, in order to let them see, by the con- 
ion and violence which must ensue, how much 
ter it had been, if they could only have remained 
ct. * U voukut d^couvrir par un grand example 
t ce qui pent I'h^resie, combien elle est natural- 
lent indoicile et iirDEPENSEirr, combien fatale a la 
mtiit €t UnU antoritS legetime.' 
t was natural, that this spirit of independence, 
en first escaped from the cavern, should rush 
!r the earth, with indiscriminate fiiry. The ear- 
■ advocates of free government had no distant 
WB beyond the subversion of present establish- 
nta. The old edifices were first to be prostrated : 
I, without calculating what should be erected on 
ir ruins;, it was thought enough for one genera- 
1 to pull down and lay waste. Indeed, so far as 
ir object can be ascertsdned at all, perhaps the 
u of writers, to which Milton belongs, had little 
r for mankind, if they were once set free from the 
:8ent bondage of laws and authority. The inso- 
ce of despotism had brought the very name of 
'ernment into discredit ; and those, who resolved 
>ear the burthen no longer, could sec no distinc- 
I between licentiousness and independence,— 
I thought, that, to be free, it was only necessary 
be lawless. This spirit, in all its excess, is still 
>e found among the \isionarie8 of political philo- 
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unfilled,* It ia certainly tlie lending t" 

• Whunvriiu;behlimmuuawtlterDrSinneaiirg(t* 
lloil amn, vm iiuseec. he wtll nrvn lurcecd %• ■ uiu uT n^ 
Vt knini. Mr. Oedw'ui hii • riclit m be plaied with whnf « 
■•nIminMiaitai ihnc in «n>ln intiinM, apiiB ^M 
de d wB cf tim lin tonflmri llie prefcimce dCbui miMI 
■ mn teamUt own jsdgBicnl In oppOBilon is inch ■ kbM 
hsitoaintifbiKnwitliiiingh hxlivUinlr^ini MnMiMMI 
vbohworid. £iinhudlr»)ineb«Dtnpe<ud,uaHliai 
dn.ilwiiaanAiiaUddlberuelricll Uie •rtOta oT BttKfM 
ntitr Hpnfor tbe /hner or CtMpmin it 10 ihii itf P^MII 
kAHiiuilllwTraucbt 10 mcfcr Dnden'i nrxU to nuirtirl 
<UtkliliiloiMhrHr.aod>^ He CTSi pliKi ibe ~«U( 
tlgrt bf Ills tide or uchoiker; iiiid «11i upon the MflAvi 
taric how Ihe oU nndilioai rin ■bon- (he new. WciMl ■ 
fiubid bin ifaii iBddc oCBppenl t wul out milen are M uAoa* 
ihnFfiHT, tfakr Ihe BU^omcd ipHimpni are tBkrn ftimi pinv 
which Mr. Bodwiii repailedly r«l]i nonrtftfur. The labvciJm 



Viijil'i deinl|Mioa tCMaeu' luBentatisD » (hu firca 
———Thai <n n; ^srliiirllnt 
hEna FKFmtH I non itt b) kill myjkltt, 
Aieuiiyt nj ddld, ny *ifeCmiUL| my ftihtr ol 
All tpnrw/iiig jliine. 
It Kenu, that Humiii wu or ibe oidet of luugfatbooJ i~ 

Then Hiih ■ mimd frem deidly howe 

The mift ihil't whulline fled, and ihro' Sir Nuhau 



We bear of the ' Trcuin Farti' uul Ihe Sun hti u AhuI 
■thit'i mj pterlen lid.' But ifaFci|Mhe>f iiiliUbehind. 'B 
nHLKnidceDt.^ exclaiiu Mr. Godwin, ■ li the eddren of *~Ti'*'"* 
tlie 3pring4ld Euiyilui!' 



u fhr thee, O Lmd, m ofaam my j 
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gentleman, that all the crimes and vices of mankind 
maiy- be traced to the laws, with which they have, im 
some way or other, contrived to hamper tiemselvea. 
He seems, at one and the same time, to have the 
wont, and the best, opinion of mankind. He heartily 
despises them for tolerating such things is laws and 
au mority; and yet he has no doubt, that they are 
noUe aiftd virtuous enough to keep society in order, 
by their own mere sense of right and wroig. It is 
tte Itcwa, which make them vilkins ; for, w«re there 
no IftWB to break, would there be any crimes to 
pifmali? But, perhaps, the reader will better catch 
the sfurit of his philosophy, from the following pas- 
sage, in tl^ book, which we have had suck frequent 
occasion to cite. 

* Nothing,' says he, 'can be more odious to a li- 
beral min^ than the practice which unhappil]^ takes 
]dace^ in some degree, in all courts of justice, of 
measuring the wonls of the persons arraigned be- 
fore them, and requiring them to speak in what is 
caUedy *the manner befitting their unhappy situa- 
tion.' The insolence of the judges, the delight they 
apparently feel in interrupting, in checking, in re- 
buking, in trampling upon, the prisoners brought 
before them, which we more or less perceive in the 
reading of aJl trials, certidnly conduces to none of 
the ^os of justice. They expect to be emphati- 
cally thanked for their generosity, if they practice 
any degree of decency towards the man whose cause 
they are appointed to hear, and if they consent to 
put him to death with any sort of gentility. They 
look for a canting and hypocritical profession of of- 
fence and of sorrow ; and hold out a lure, often a 
miacious one, that such professions shall be consi- 
dered in mitigation of punishment. They are more 
anxious to degrade and dishonour, than to inflict 
the censure of the law. If a man fairly asserts his 
owti conception of his case, and refuses to acknow- 
ledge offence, where, whatever may be \3^e yi^- 
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ment of llie ministen of the law, he finds none> this 
is treated as a pernicious aggravation of his guakt; 
and many a one has paid the forfeit of his life, meidy 
because he has spoken upon his trial that firm lu- 
guag^, wliidh is calculated to honour his memcny to 
the latest posterity .'• 

It remains to give a brief account of Mihoii's fie 
mily. He had no children by the second and thiid 
wives ; and the children by the first were all dani^ 
ters. Anne, the eldest, married a master builder, 
and died of her first child. Bfary, who was the HMMt 
like her mother, died single. Deborah married Mr. 
Abraham Clarli^ a weaver in Spital-field8;f and 
lived till Augfust, 1727. Addison made her a pie^ 
sent ; and Queen Caroline sent her fifty giuneit. 
She had seven sons and three daughters ; but none 
except Caleb and Elizabeth ever had children. Ca- 
leb went to the East Indies, and is known to hive 
had two sons. Elizabeth married Thomas Foster, a 
weaver in Spital-fields ; and had seven childro^ 
who died young. She kept a grocer's shop, mitS 
April 5, 1750 ; when Comua was played for her be- 
nefit; and, a hundred poimds being added to- her 
stock, she retired, with her husband, to Islington. 
Dr. Johnson wrote the prologue on this occasion; 
and he tells us, < she had so little acquaintance widi 
diversion or gaiety, that she did not know what vas 
intended when a benefit was offered her.' The 
avails were invested in the stocks ; and Dr. Johnson 
does not fail to mention the circumstance, that there 
was a dispute between herself and her husband 



• Lives of the Pfaillipses, |i. 68. 

t Tlierc is some confiision in the accounts of her marriigei 
Warton says, she went to Ireland with a lady in the lifetime of her 
father; and Aubrey tells, that she married Mr. Clark, a silkroeretf 
in Dublin. Wart, note to the Nuncup. WilL Aob ap. Godv.p 
^38. Warton afterwards says, her daughter married a weater n 
Spital-fields. She mnst either have had two husbandsi or tke 
bii?graphcn bs^^ e mistaken hex daugjhter*s marriage for her own. 
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name in which the sum should be en- 
indebted to Mr. Godwin for an account of 
jid writings of Milton's nephews. John- 
( EdwardJ^hillips the youngest ; but both 
id Edward Phillips hunseUT tell us a dif- 
y. Edward was bom in 1630 ; and John, 
bwing year.* They were educated bv 
3; and Edward entered Magdalen Halt 

1648. He seems to have become, in all 
i cavalier at college ; and he left tiie uni- 
chout a degree.f What became of John* 
A time, is not certainly known ; though it 
ired, by Mr. Godwin, that, when Muton 
11 office from the parliament, the younger 
scame his under secretary. Both swerved 
»rinciple8, which must have been instilled 
minds by Milton ; and, though Edward at 
3ed and returned, his brother persevered 

in reviling his old schoolmaster. E^- 
ian to have liked the profession of his 
], in the latter years of his life, he kept a 
he Strand.^ John became a politician ; 
ued through life to write books and pam- 
¥ for the whigs, and now for the tones. 

died about the year 1697 ; the younger^ 
704 and 1706.§ 

4. tlbid.pp.13,15. 

0. $Ibid. pp. 398,305. 
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Ml my head. Long the decrees of Heayen 
«y, for long^est time to lum is short; 
1 iioir» too soon for us, the drding hours 
s dresded time have compass'd, wherein we 
It bide the stroke of that long-threaten'd wound, 
least if so we can, and by the head 
iken be not intended all our power 
be infrin^d, our freedom and our being, 
lus fiur empire won of earth and air,) 
> tius ill news I bring, the Woman's Seed, 
itiii'd to this^ is late of Woman hom, 
birth to our just fear gave no small cause: 
: his growth now to youth's foU flower, displaying 
▼irtoe, grace, and wisdom to achieve 
logs lughest, greatest, multiplies my fear, 
bte lum a great Prophet, to proclaim 
cenung, is sent harbinger, who all 
ite% and in the consecrated stream 
to wash off sin, and fit them, so 
to receive him pure, or rather 
do Um honour as their king: all corner 
i he lums^ among them was baptiz'd; 
: thence to be more pure, but to receive 
I testimony* of Heaven, that who he is 
sneeferth the nations may not doubt; I saw 
i Prophet do him reverence ; on him, rising 
: of tile water. Heaven above the clouds 
&ild her er3r8tal doors ; thence on his head 
terfect dove descend, (whate'er it meant) 
i out of Heaven the sovereign voice I heard^ 
lis is my Son belov'd, in him am pleas'd.' 
mother then is mortal, but his Sire 
who obtains the monarchy of Heaven : 
1 what will he not do to' advance Yu& Bom^ 



8 firft4yegot wm huem, and wan lnw iJiii>^i ir.iJ 
lienhisfiefKttendcar.droirttiiitotlMl^tlMi^s *1 
^o thit it w^ioiiit la«ni» IS9P Man he-iMBW • 
a aU hu hutmueafit, 4Mm|^ in 1^ fikee 
fheglimpawoflib^M^ir^glotyalitnB. ■, • 
fe see our danger on tbe Utmoal edge 
Of hazaitl, wluch^Mli no long delMte^ 
But must wi|h fiwnething aodden be efppoii^ 
(Not force, ^mt wdUwueli'd ftavd^ we B iw wi 
Ereinttielieiidofiwtionshe^paq!^ [n«M%] 
Their king, Hwir leederand aopreme o» Cttrtk 
I, when no edier dvnik Mle undeitook ■ 
Tlie dimal es|Md&ti|Mi to find out 
And rdn Ada^; snd the* ex|doit penlbna'd 
Sacceasftdl^: n qalmer voyage now 
'WiUwaftmftf and the way^fennd [numiutOM mm 
Induces best to hope of Mbo ancceia/ 

He ended, and hia trofda hnpreankm kit 
Of much amusement to the' infernal cvrw^ 
Distracted and surprised with deep dismay . 
At these sad tidings; but no time waa then 
For long indulgence to their fears or grief: 
Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main enterprise 
To him, their great dictator, whose attempt 
At first against mankind ao well had thriT'd 
In Adam's oyerthrow, and led their march 
From HeU's deep-vaulted den to dwell in Bg 
Regents, and potentates, and kings, yea godr 
Of many a pleasant ^eaOh and prorince wide 
So to the coast of Jordan he directs 
His easy steps, girded with snaky wiles. 
Where he might likeliest find this new-dei 
This Man of meni^bteited^otioCOQd^ 



Temptstioii and all gfuile on him to tty; 

So to subTert whom he suspected rais'd 

To end hit reign on earth, so long enjoyed: 

But, contnuy, unweeting he fulfiU'd 

The purposed counsel, pre-ordun'd and fix'd. 

Of the Most High; who, in full frequence bright; 

Of Angels^ thus to Gabriel smiling spake : 

< Gabridy.this day by proof thou shah behold, 
Thou and all Angels conversant on earth 
^th man or men's affairs, how I begin 
To verify that solemn message, late 
On which I sent thee to the Virgin pure 
In Galilee, that she should bear a son. 
Great in renown, and calPd the Son of God; 
Then told'st her, doubting how these things could be 
To her a virgin, that on her should come 
The Holy Ghost, and the power of the highest 
Overshadow her. This Man, bom and now up£^wn. 
To show lum worthy of his birth divine 
And hig^ prediction, henceforth I expose 
To Satan; let him tempt, and now assay 
Hb utmost subtlety, because he boasts 
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 
Of his apostasy : he might have learnt 
liess over-weening, nnce he fail'd in Job, 
"Whose constant perseverance overcame 
Whatever his cruel malice could invent. 
He now ahaD know I can produce a Man, 
Of female seed, to abler to resist 
All his solicitations, and at length 
All his vast force, and drive him back to Hell ; 
Winning, by conquest, what the first man lost, 
By fidlacy surprised. But first I mean 
To exercise him in the wildernoso ; 



ere he dMH ilifc kfdoivni Ite 
liii grctt WMfioK^ eiel icadlinBftrtii 
> ceoqaer 8bi «Bd DeflUiy tbe tvo 
jr hnmiKitwa — d atreng ■rffenttioex ■ 
fijweakncMiJMJia'eioomeaiMiiciiu^iK 
iBd an the w«rid» «Bd SMMi of nilbl ierf^ 

rhait an the Aafdi «Bd edMflcel Pimctib 
Tlie3riioiir,«BdseBlMreiller,»i7dlHMnib * 
Froin wliift ociBiinMBite Tiftiie I Imvc ciMiie 
This poffiect MMk bj merit ealFd a^ 80% 
To earn Mhratioa fisr the aooa of mea.' 

80 spake ^ Bternal Ittlier, wad all HeM«B> 
Admirinii^ atood a qiao^ tiien iato l^WMi - 
Borrtlbrti^aadiiioelealialiDeaaiiicanof^ ' 
Circfing tlie teone aad ringnig, while IhelMid 
Song with 1he¥oice» and thiatiw argmMit: 

< Victoiy aad ttinmph tD Ihe Son cf Ood^ 
Now entering hia great dnel, not of arOHk 
But to Tanqniah by wiadom hellidi wilea! 
The Father knows the Son; therefinre aecme 
Venturea hia filial ▼utue* though untried^ 
Agttnat whatever may tonpt, whatever aednee» 
AUnroy qr terrify, or undermine. 
Be firustrate, all ye atratagems of H^ 
And, devilirii madiinations, come to noi^^P 

80 ^ey in Heaven thnr odes and ▼igik t«iM 
Meannlule the Son of God, who yet aome dvfi 
Lodg'd in Bethahaxa, where John bqrtii'd^ 
Mosing, and much revdving in hia breast^ 
How bc^ the mighty work he nught begin 
Of 8a:viour to mankind, and which way first 
Publiah his godlike office, now mature. 
One day forth waOc'd ahme, the Sfuzit leadii 
iUid U d^p thwii^Uy la&e Vm^Xxx to QQiifv 
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With solitude, till, far from ti*ack of men, 
Thougfht following thought, and step by step led on. 
He cnter*d now the bordering desert wild, 
And, with dark shades and rocks en\'iron'd round. 
His holy meditations thus pursued : 

* O, what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awaken'd in me swarm, while 1 consider 
What from within I feel myself, and hear 
What from witliout comes often to my oars. 
Ill sorting witli my present state compar'd ! 
When I was yet a child, no childish play 
To me was pleasing ; all my mind was set 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be public good ; myself I thought 
Bom to that end, bom to promote all truth, 
AU 'righteous things: therefore, above my years. 
The law of God I read, and found it sweet, 
Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 
To such perfection, that, ere yet my age 
Had measur'd twice six years, at our gi*cat feast 
I went into the temple, there to hear 
The teachers of our law, and to propose 
What might improve my knowledge or their oNvn ; 
And was admir'd by all : yet this not aU 
To which my spirit aspir'd ; victorious deed? 
FlamM in my heart, heroic acts ; one while 
To rescue Israel from the Roman yoke. 
Then to subdue and quell, o'er all the carth.« 
Brute violence and proud tyrannic power. 
Till truth were freed, and equity restor*d : 
Yet held it more humane, more heavenly, first 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts. 
And make persuasion do the work of fear ; 
At least to try, and teach the eTriii^ so\i\> 

roi. VTT. -H 
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Not wilftiUy outdoing, but unaware 

Milled; the ftubbom only to flubdue. 

These g^rowing thoughts my mother soon perceiviag^ 

By words at times cast forth, inly rejoic'd. 

And said to me apart, ** High are thy thoughts, 

O Son! but nourish them, and let them soar 

To what heig^ sacred Yirtue and true worth 

Can rsise them, though above example high ; 

By matchless deeds express thy matchless nre, 

F6r know, thou art no son of mortal man^ 

Though men esteem thee low of parentage. 

Thy father is th' Eternal King, who rules 

All Heaven and earth. Angels and sons of men; 

A messenger from God foretold thy birth 

Conceived in me a virgin; he foretold. 

Thou should'st be great, and sit on David's throne» 

And of thy kingdom there should be no end. 

At thy nativity, a glorious quire 

Of Angels, in the fields of Bethlehem, sung 

To shepherds, watching at their folds by nighV 

And told them the Mesmah now was bom ; 

Where they mig^t see him ; and to thee they came. 

Directed to the manger where thou lay'st. 

For in the inn was left no better room : 

A star, not seen before, in Heaven appearing. 

Guided the wise men thither from the east. 

To honour thee with incense, myrrh, and gold; 

By whose bright course led on they found the place, 

Afl&rming it thy star, new-g^ven in Heaven, 

By which they knew the King of Israel bom. 

Just Simeon and prophetic Anna, wam'd 

By vision, found iJiee in the temple, and spake, 

BefoTe the altar and the vested priest, 

things of thee to a)\ik»X v^c^ai&xiXiftnQ^r — 
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ving heard, straight I again revolv'id 
w and Prophets, searching what was writ 
ling the Mesnah, to our scribes 
partly, and soon found, of whom they spake 
His chiefly, that my way must tie 
h many a hard assay, ey'n to the death, 
le promised kingdom can atudn, 
: redemption for mankind, whose sins 
ight must be transfer'd upon my head, 
ther thus <UsheartenM or dismay'd, 
le prefixed I waited; when behold 
fytist, (of whose birth I oft had heard, 
!W by night,) now come, who was to come 
Messiah, and his way prepare ! 
others, to his baptism came, 
[ believ'd was from above ; but he 
: knew me, and with loudest voice proclaimed 
, (for it was shown him so from Heaven,) 
, whose harbinger he was ; and first 
on me his baptism to confer, 
b his greater, and was hardly won : 
[ rose out of the laving stream, 
open'd her eternal doors, from whence 
trit descended on me tike a dove ; 
t, the sum of all, my Father's voice, 
heard from Heaven, pronounc'd me Hi^ 
I beloved Son, in whom alone 
well pleas'd ;' by which I knew the time 
U, that I no more should tive obscure, 
:nly begin, as best becomes 
fiority which I deriv'd from HeEv^n. 
w by some strong motion I am led 
s ^demess, to what intent 
aot^et; perhaps I need notkno^, 
t cpRcema my knowledge Godrcve.^.* 
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So spt^mr |loBi:iiii^;s8tar, tHen in Isbw^ ■ t 

A pathleas dffCVtr^wdCr wilh bomd dMoH"- v'< -"i 
The w^)|e. «•»« not famriiig miurk'd, retMm 
WMdifficiilktl^rjrliiiflBiHiilepftiiiitrod: • i.^ 

And hci ftill on frBSil^h«A witb^tuch thiwghhi •■ 
Accompanied of tbiiilpi ptlit «iid to comtf 
Lodg'd in bis breatty as weU nug^ reooiniiMnid 
Such ^cditode before cbolcert sodtetjr. 
Full forty diiji'ke pBa^d, whether on bill 
Sometime^ mon on iba4r¥iile» encb nigbt . . 
Under tbe covert of tone ancient oak 
Or ceda]^> to defend lumfroin the deWf -.* ■ 
Or harboured in nne cavc^ ia not rereaPd; 
Nor tasted buman ibod^ noc bunger lelt .. v/ 
Till tboae di^jaended; . bunger'd tben nt hlt>- JtV^ 
Among wild b^asta: tbey at bia ngbt grew niWL 
Noih sleepii^^ bim nor waking barm'd; bia walk 
The fiery aerpent fled and noxious worait 
The lion and fierce tiger glar'd tlofji. . 

But now an aged man in rural weedfl^ 
Following^ as seem'd, Ibe quest of some stnyr efSb 
Or withered sticks to gather, which might serve ^i 
Against a winter's day, when winds blow keeli^ • . ^ 
To warm him wet retum'd from field at evei^ . 
He saw i^proach, who first with curious eye- ^ ./ 
Perus'd him, then with words thus utter'd qiake f^ 
* Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to tbl 
So far fropi path or road of men, who pass [plw 
In troop or caravan? for single none . 
Ihirst ever, who reti|m*d, and dropt not here 
Ills carcass, pin'd with hunger and with drouth. >' 
I ask the rather, and the more admire, . . .-^ 

For that to me thou aeeisfi^Abi^ waa^hamyi'li^ 
Oar new baptizing Profpbftt al ^«i fewL * 
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Of Jordan honour'd so, and call'd thee Son 
Of God : I saw and heard, for we sometimes 
Who dwell this wild, constraint by want, come forth 
To town or village nigfh, (nighest is far) 
Where au^t we hear, and curious are to hear. 
What hi^pens new ; fame also finds us out.' 
To whom the Son of God: — ^*Who brought me 

hither. 
Win bring me hence ; no other guide I seek.' 

*By miracle he may, (replied the swain) 
What other way I see not; for we here 
Live on tough roots and stubs, to thirst inur'd 
Ifore than the camel, and to drink g^ far, 
Ifen to much misery and hardship bom : 
^ut, if thou be the Son of God, command 
That out of these hard stones be made thee bread. 
So duiH thou save thyself, and us relieve 
With food, whereof we wretched seldom taste.' 

He ended, and the Son of God replied : 
< Think'st thou such force in breadP Is it not written, 
(For I discern thee other than thou seem'st) 
Man Uvea not by bread only, but each word 
Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fed 
Our fiitiiers here with manna? In the mount 
Moaes was forty days, nor eat, nor drank; 
And forty days Eljah, without food, 
Wander'd this barren waste ; the same I now : 
Why dost thou then suggest to me distrust. 
Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art ?' 

Whom thus answer'd the Arch-Fiend, now undis- 
* *Tia true I am that Spirit unfortunate, [guis'd : 
Who, leagu'd with millions more in rash revolt. 
Kept not my happy station, but was drivetv 
With them ^ymh blias to the4)ottom\e8& de«v« 

n2 
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Yet to that hideous place not so confinM 

By rigour unconniving, but that oft, 
Leaving my dolorous prison, I enjoy 

Large liberty to round this globe of earth, 
Or range in Uie' air ; nor from the Heaven of Heavens 
Hatl^hc excluded my resort sometimes. 
! came among the sons of God, when he 
Gave up into my hands Uzzean Job 
To prove him and illustrate his high wortli ; 
And, when to all his angels he propos'd 
To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud 
That he might fall in Kamoth, they demurring, 
I undertook tliat office, and tlie tongues 
Of all his flattering prophets glib'd with lic*i 
To his destruction, as I had in charge ; 
For what he bids I do. Though I have lost 
M\ich lustre of my native brigli^mess, lost 
To be belov'd of God, 1 have not lost 
I'o love, at least contemplate and admire? 
What I sec excellent in good, or fair. 
Or virtuous; 1 should so have lost all sense: 
W'Wdi can be then less in mc tlian desire 
To sec thee utkI approacli thee, whom I know 
Declar'd the Son of God, to liear attent 
Thy wisdom, and beliokl tliy godlike deeds? 
Men generally think me much a foe 
To all mjuikind : why should 1 ? they to me 
Vcver did wrong or violence ; by them 
X lost not what I lost, rather by them 
1 gain'd what I have gain'd, and with them dwell? 
Copartner in these regions of the world, 
If not disposer; lend them oft my aid. 
Oft my advice by presages and signs, 

•, And answers, oracles, ^oil^xv\s, ^\A ^T^t^ass, 
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"Whereby they may direct their future hfc. 

Envy they say excites me, thus to gain 

Companions of my misery and woe. 

At first it may be ; but, long since with woe 

Nearer acquainted, now I feel, by proof. 

That fellowship in pain divides not smart. 

Nor lightens aught each man's peculiar load. 

Small consolation then, were man adjoin'd: 

Tliis wounds me most, (what can it less?) that Man. 

Man fall'n, shall be restor'd, I never more.' 

To whom our Saviour sternly thus replied : 
* Deservedly thou griev'st, composed of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end ; 
Who boasts release from Hell, and leave to come 
Into the Heaven of Heavens : thou com'st indeed,. 
As a poor miserable captive thrall 
Comes to the place where he before liad sat 
Among tlie prime in splendour, now depos'd. 
Ejected, emptied, ga^'d, unpitied, shun'd, 
A spectacle of ruin, or of scorn,' / 

To all the host of Heaven : tlie happy place 
Imparts to thee no happiness, no joy. 
Rather inflames tliy torment; representing 
Lost bliss, to thee no more conmiunicable. 
So never more in Hell than when in Heaven. 
But thou art serviceable to Heaven's King. 
Wilt thou impute to' obedience what thy fear 
Extorts, or pleasure to do ill excites ? 
What but thy malice mov'd thee to misdeem 
Of righteous Job, then cruelly to' afflict him 
With all inflictions ? but his patience won. 
The other ser\'ice was tliy chosen task, 
To be a liar in four hundred mouths ; 
For ]ying^Js thy sustenance, thy CoocA. 



• I 
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TettboapmtMiMttotraCb; anorftdes 
By thee loe givea^ mmI wlnt c an fe» 'd moie tm 
Amoi^tlieaetioni? tint batii been ^y enft» 
By mbdiy loaewlMft trae to ^eiit more Bee. 
But wlnt lunre been Ifay Munren^ wbat bvt Mk 
Ambigiifla% tad with doable iiBiife delodng^^ 
Which they who aik'd hove tddoMi undentooA 
And not wen vfldentood as ^ood not known ? 
Who ever by oooMilta^ at ^y dirine 
Bettmr^d the wiaer» or the nMire instnict» 
To fiy or IbHow iriiat coBcem'd hhn moot. 
And mn not aooner io his Iktol nare ? 
For God faiK&jaatly given the nations op 
To thy dehHMni; jostly, nice they fell 
Idohtroiis: bat» when his purpose is 
Among Aem to deehoe his ProTidenee 
To thee not known, whence hast thou then thy tn 
But from him, or his Angels president 
In every province, who, themselves 
To' approach thy templea^ ^ve thee in 
What, to the smallest tittle, thou shah say 
Tothyadoren? Thou, with trembfing fear. 
Or like a &wning parasite, obey'st: 
Then to thyself ascrib'st the truth foretold. 
But this thy glory shsll be soon retrendi'd; 
No more shah tluiu by oracling abase 
The Gentiles; hencefiffth oracles are eeas^d» 
And thou no more with pomp and sacrifice 
Shalt be inquired at Delphos^ or elsewhere^ 
At least in vain, for thfey shall find thee mute. 
God hath now sent his living oracle 
Into the world to teach his final will. 
And sends his S^t of trutii henceforth to dws{ 
In pioitf he«rt% an invvA ondib 



nilb rcquiaitc for men in know,' 

mite our Saviour i biit the subtle Kcnil. 

1 inly Btung witli unjccr and diHiiun. 

61mI, Kmi Uiis uuwer uniuoth reiiu'n'i! : 

{</ thou ban iiuuted nn rchuke, 

l^d me linrd with ildng«, which ncit will 

*cr> Imlti wrt«icd fixim mc. WWn^ 

:ui«t tliDU And one miitcrxblc, 

« ciifi)i*'d oft-iimei to part iWmi tnitli, 

y alund him more in iiteid to lie, 

I unsay, fuign, flatter, (ir-ahjiuv / 

m art plac'd aliove me, thou art Lordi 

hce 1 can, and muH, aubmii^ endutv 

or nfproot^ and ^lad to '<cat>e«o qtK. •; 

re the way* of triiUi, and rough to waUd'- 

iontli<<tttnKucdiaouun'dr-})lcu)nf[tAilic'o«i^i 

ncablo assylvuipipc orioi^i 

toiulcr then if I delight to hear 

;tatcs from lliy nioulh i Most men admire 

wljo fullow iiot her lore : permit mn 
r tliee when ! come, (since no man oomes] 
Ik »t Icnal, tliau{;li 1 despair to' attafn. 
tthcr, wliu is holy, wiae, and pure, , 
.the hypocrite or ulhcroui priest •• ■ 

id his sacred coiirtH, Hiid Minister ■_ 
his altar, handling holy things i,, 

g or vowlngi und vouchoufl^ hi* "pSm 
aam reprobate, i^f I'ophet ]'«t 
tl: disdain not suuli acci^aa to inc.' 
vhom our Bovioiir, with miidter'd hroH, , 
tominir liillivr, tiiough I know thy scoptF. 
1^, ni-fni'ljid: ilu WlliOuHnd'al 
iiioii from ahrive; tfiott ^ISt Mt tU'itv ' 
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He added Mt ;" and Man, hof^ao^ km 
His gny d i MJii lrtimi ^ diuppear'dy 
Into thinidi* dUili£d: for nour liegtti 
Nigfat'witk hfir iolkii wiogs to ddnble-afaade 
Thedeseiti §omhm^im€ik^nuitBWta»eaa£kf^\ 
Aiid iMm wild bcailB CMM Jbttk tlie woodi tfti«itol 
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PABADISE REGAINED. 



1 HE AHGUMKMT. 

'L he Difciplei or .lettii, uneaiy at hu long abicncc, rction 
theratelvct conci-nting it* Mary alto gi^s vent to her m 
au&ivty : in the cxprenion of which «hc recapitulatct tui 
cumitancei reipecting the birth and early life of her Son.' 
again nieeti hii Infernal Council, rcporti the bad tueces 
tint temptation of our Bleued Lord, and calh upon tl 
counM'l and aiiittance. Belial propoiei the tempting o 
with women. Satan rebukes Belial for hi* dissolutencu, cl 
on him all the profligacy of that kind ascribed by the poet 
Heathen Gods, and rejects his proposal as In no respect V 
iiicoeed. Satan then suggests other modes of temptatior 
i'ularly proposing to avail himself of the circumstance 
I<ord*t%iingering ; and, taking a band of chosen Spiri 
him. returns to resume his enterpris(^*Jesus hungers in 
sort.— Night comes on; the manner in whidi our Saviou 
tJie night it describ(>d.— Morning advances.— Satan again i 
to Jeiui, and after expressing wonder that he should b 
lirely neglected In the wildemeu, whtre others had bee 
eulously fed, tempts him with a sumptuous banquet of tl 
InxiiriouM kind. This he rejects, and the banquet ran 
Satnn, 11 tiding our Lortl not to be Assailed on the groun 
petite, tempts him ufitktn by offering liim riches, as the ro 
acquiiing power: This Jesus also rejects, producing nu 
&tanci*it uf great actiuns performed by persons under i 
poverty, und specitying the danger of riches, and the ca 
puins inieparuble from power and greatness. 
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BOOK II. 



£A2rwHiL£ the new-baptiz'd, who yet remain\i 
Jordan with the Baptist, and had seen 
m whom they heard so late expressly callM 
»U8 Medfflali, Son of God declared, 
id on that high authority, had bclicvM, 
id with him talk'd, and with him lodg'd ; I niea«i 
idrew and Simon, famous after known, 
ith others though in Holy Writ not nam'd ; 
»w misnng him, their joy so lately found, 
o lately found, and so abniptly gone,) 
;gan to doubt, and doubted many days, 
id, as the days increased, increased their doubl. 
•metimes they thought he might be only shown, 
id for a time caught up to God, as once 
3ses was m Uie mount and missing long, 
id the great Thisbitc, who on fieiy wheels 
>de up to Heaven, yet once again to come : 
lerefore, as those young prophets then with caVe 
night lost Elijali, so in each place these 
igh to Betliabara, in Jericho 
be city of palms, ^non, and Salem old, 
sichatrus, and each town or city waVLM 

TOT., rii. o 



asB 



On ^ik «ie liM braid lake Genenret^ 
Or in Pen*; baft letam'dtn vain. 
Then on tbe bank of Jordaiv by a cteek* 
'Wb«!e wiada with feeda and oaien wbiapeiiag fl 
Plain finJEennyn^ (no gzeater men them call) 
Cloie in n^eott^pe low togellier go^ - .\^ 
Tbmr nnespeeted loaa and plainfta out breaflifds 

* Ala% firom wliaft lq|^ bc^ to what ral^pae 
Unlook'dlbrtteweM'nl our eyes bdield 
Meaaiah oeitMnl^ now come^ ao limg 
Espeotedefourftfiiera: wehaveheaid 
Hia wofd% hia wiadom AiQ of giace and tnilki 
Now» now» for aure, ddKveiance ia at haad^. . 
The kingdom ahaH to ianel be reatev'd t 
Thnawerc^joic^biitaoonoiir joyiitun^ J v 
Into perplejity and new amaae : 
For whith«* ia he gone, iHiat accident 
Hath rapt him from ua? will he now retire 
After i^pearance^ and again prolong 
Our expectation? Godoflarael! 
Send thy Meaaiah fordi, the time is come; 
Behold the kings of the' earth, how they o^vea 
Thychoaen: to what heig^ their power unjait 
They have exalted, and behind them oast 
All fear of thee; arise, and vindicate 
Thygloty; free thy people from their yoke. 
But let us wait; tiius fior he hath perfonn'd. 
Sent his Anointed, and to us reveal'd him 
By his great Prophet, p<nnted at and ahown 
In pubUc, and with lum we have conversed ; 
Let us be glad <yf this, and all our fears 
Lay on his Providence ; he will not frdl, 
Iffor will withdraw him now, nor win recal. 
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Mock us with his blest sight, then snatch him hence ; 
Soon we shall see our Hope, our Joy, return.' 

Thus they, out of their plaints, new hope resume 
To find whom at the first they found unsought : 
But to his mother Mary, when she saw 
Others retum'd from baptism, not her son. 
Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none, [pure. 

Within her breast though calm, her breast though 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais'd [clad : 
Some troubled thoughts, which she in sighs thus 

* O, what avails me now that honour high 
To have conceiv'd of God, or that salute, 
'* Hail highly favoured, among women bless'd \*' 
While I to sorrows am no less advanced. 
And fears as eminent, above the lot 
Of other women, by the birth I bore ; 
In such a season bom, when scarce a shed 
Could be obtainM to shelter him or me 
From the bleak sur; a stable was our warmth, 
A manger his ; yet soon enforced to fly 
Thence into Egypt, till the murderous king 
Were dead, who sought his life, and missing fill'd 
With infant blood the streets of Bethlehem ; 
From Egypt home retum'd, in Nazareth 
Hath been our dwelling many years ; his life 
Private, unactive, calm, contemplative. 
Little suspicious to' any king; but now, 
FuU grown to man, acknowledg'd, as I heai*. 
By John the Baptist, and in public shown. 
Son own'd from Heaven by his Father's voice, 
I look'd for some great change ; to honour ? no. 
But trouble, as Old Simeon plwn foretold, 
That to the fall and rising he should bp • 
Of many in Israel, and to a sign 
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A sword jhriLitece; tiiitit flQF fiETOin^dliit^ 
My exakififlnlojiBktioiifthil^i 
Afflicted I flMjr b^ it tecDM^ jad 1likii*d| 
I win not aigae tlMt^ aor will i<qitiie. - . • 
But wliere ddtajH be aoMT ? foaift greatt iMbttik 
Conceal! hin: wlieiitird^ yefOB he acMM hid ini^ 
IkMfchinwhirtiofiDiiiidtJHiwellltMr . . 
He could not kMe hbB8ell& but went nbolBt . . 
ffisFK&er'tbiMfaieMi whit Jie meufe t 
Since imdefvtHMlt mndi moce his abMow 
Thus long^ to Mme gfeat puipoie be- 
But I to vut with patience am imirUi 

My heart ha^ been e ilDiehioiiae lon|r of ^I^Bfl^ ' 
And sajringa laid ^p, portendui|^ atraige emriMlf.'- 

Thus Mary, iMiideringoft»andofttD]andv''' 
Becalliili^ what lemai^kaMy had paaif d ' 
Since first her sahitation heard, with thcHigte 
Meekly composed awaited the fulfilling : 
The while her Sony tradng the desert wild. 
Sole, but with holiest meditations fed. 
Into himself descended, and at once 
All his great work to come befi>re him aet; 
How to begin, how to accomplish beat 
His end of being on earth, and miasion lugfa: 
For Satan, with sly prefiu^ to return* 
Had left him yacan^ and widi speed waa gone 
Up to the middle region of thick ab. 
Where all his potentates in council sat; 
Tlierc, without ngn of boast, or sign of joy. 
Solicitous and blank, he thus began : 

* Princes, Heaven's ancient sons, ethereal Humet 
Demoi^ui Spirits now, from the' elemeent 
Each of his rei^^n 9i^!^^MiyTi^igoSi3aJ^ caBM . . 
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Powers of fire, air, water, and earth beneath, 

(So may we hold our place and these mild seats 

Withoat Aew trouble) such an enemy 

Is risen to invade us, who no less 

Threatens than our expulsion down to HeU ; 

I, as I undertook, and with the vote 

Consenting in full frequence was impower'd. 

Have found him, view'd him, tasted him ; but find 

Far other labour to be undergone 

Than when I dealt with Adam, first of Men, 

Though Adam by his wife's allurement feU, 

However to this Man inferior far ; 

If he be Man by mother's mde, at least 

With more than human gifls from Heaven adoni'd^ 

Perfections absolute, graces divine. 

And amplitude of mind to greatest deeds. 

Therefore I am retum'd, lest confidence 

Of my success with Eve in Paradise 

Deceive ye to persuasion over sure 

Of like succeeding here : I summon all 

Rather to be in readiness, with hand 

Or counsel to assist ; lest I, who erst 

Thought none my equal, now be over-match'd.' 

So spake th' old Serpent, doubting; .and from all 
With clamour was assur'd their utmost aid 
At his command : when from amidst them rose 
Belial, the dissolutest Spirit that fell. 
The sensuallest, and, after Asmodai, 
The fleshhest Incubus ; and thus advis'd : 

* Set woman in his eye, and in his walk. 
Among daughters of men the fairest found : 
Many are in each re^on passing fair 
As ^e noon sky : more Uke to goddesses 
Than mortal creatures, gracef\il ^oddisct^eX, 

o2 
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E3cpert in amorous arts, enchanting tongues 
Persuasive, virgpin majesty with mild 
And sweet allay'd, yet terrible to* approach, 
Skill'd to retire, and, in retiring, draw 
Hearts after them tangled in amorous nets. 
Such object hath the power to soften' and tame 
Severest temper, smooth the rugged'st brow, 
Enerve, and witli voUiptuous hope dissolve. 
Draw out with credulous desire, and lead 
At will the manliest, resolutest breast. 
As the magnetic hardest iron draws. 
Women, when nothing else, beguil'd tlie heart 
Of wisest Solomon, and made him build. 
And made him bow, to the gods of his wives.' 

To whom quick answer Satan thus retum'd ; 
< Belial, in much uneven scale thou weigh'st 
All otliers by thyself; because of old 
Thou thyself doat'dst on womankind, admiring 
Their shape, their colour, and attractive grace. 
None are, thou think'st, but taken with such toys 
Before the Flood thou with thy lusty crew, 
False titled * sons of God,' roaming the earth. 
Cast wanton eyes on the daughters of men. 
And coupled witli them, and begot a race. 
Have we not seen, or by relation heard, 
[n courts and regal chambers how thou lurk'st, 
In wood or grove, by mossy fountain side. 
In valley or green meadow, to waylay 
Some beauty rare, Calisto, Clymene, 
Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, 
Or Amymone, Syrinx, many more 
Too long, then lay'st thy scapes on names ador'dj 
Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Paxv, 
Satyr, or Faun, or Sylvan^ l^\x\.\\\c^^\M»an\\a. 
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elight not all; among the sons of men, 

ow many* have \^th a smile made small account 

r Beauty and her lures, easily scom'd 

11 her assaults, on worthier things intent! 

^member that Pellean conqueror, 

youth, how all the beauties of the East 
c slightly iiew'd, and slightly overpass^ ; 
ow he, sumam'd of Africa, dismissed, 
I his prime youth, the fair Iberian maid. 
ar Solomon, he liy'd at ease, and iiill 
f honour, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 
igher design than to enjoy his state : 
hence to the bait of women lay expos'd : 
lit he, whom we attempt, is wiser far 
ban Solomon, of more exalted mind, 
ade and set wholly on the' accomplishment 
r greatest things. What woman will you find, 
houg^ of this age the wonder and the fame, 
n whom his leisure will vouchsafe an eye 
rfbnd desire ? Or should she, confident, 
s otting queen ador'd on Beauty's throne, 
escend witli all her winning charms begirt 
o' enamour, (as the zone of Venus once 
'rought that effect on Jove, so fables teU;) 
ow would one look from his majestic brow* 
.'ated as on the top of Virtue's hill, 
iscount'nance her despis'd, and put to rou'. 
(1 her array; her female pride deject, 
T turn to reverent awe ! for Beauty stands 

the' admiration only of weak minds 

id captive ; cease to' admire, and all her plumes 

ill flat, and shrink into a trivial toy, 

t every sudden slighting qmte abash'd. 
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Therefore with manlier objects we must try 

nis constancy; with such as have more show 

Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular pndse, 

Kocks, whereon greatest men have oftest wreckM: 

Or that which only seems to satisfy 

Lawful deures of nature, not beyond; 

And now I know he hungers, where no food 

Is to be found, in the wide wilderness : 

The rest commit to me ; I shall let pass 

No' advantage, and his strength as oft assay.' 

He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acclaim; 
Then forthwith to him takes a chosen band 
Of Spirits likest to himself in guile. 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear. 
If cause were to unfold some active scene 
Of various persons, each to know his part : 
Then to the desert takes with these his flight ; 
Where, still from shade to shade the Son of God 
After forty days fasting had remain'd. 
Now hungering first, and to himself thus said: 

* Where will this end ? four times ten days Vsv 
pass'd 
Wandering this woody maze, and human food 
Nor tasted, nor had appetite ; that fast 
To virtue I impute not, or count part 
Of what I suffer here; if nature need not. 
Or God support nature without repast 
Though needing, what praise is it to endure r 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what she asks; yet God 
Can satisfy that need some other way. 
Though hunger still remain r so it remain 
Without this body's wasting, I content me. 



2. PA&ADI8X UESAIH^. 165 

rom the sting of famine fear no haxrn ; 
lind it, fed with better thoughts, that feed 
ingering more to do my Father's will.' 
rts the hour of night, when thus the Son 
lun'd in silent walk, then laid him down 
r the hospitable covert nigh 
«• thick interwoven; there he slept, 
Iream'd, as appetite is wont to dream, 
«f8 and drinks, nature's refreshment sweet - 
bought, he by the brook of Cherith stood, 
aw the ravens with their homy beaks 
to Elijah bringing, even and mom, 
^ ravenous, taught to' abstain from wliat they 
w the Prophet also, how he fled [brought : 
he desert, and how there he slept 
r a juniper; then how awak'd 
and his supper on the coals prepar'd, 
vy the Angel was bid rise and eat; 
;at the second time after repose, 
trength whereof suffic'd him forty days : 
times that widi Elijah he partook, 
a guest with Daniel at his pulse. 
wore out night; and now the herald lark 
lis ground-nest, high towering to descry 
Aom's approach, and greet her with his song: 
htly from his grassy couch up rose 
laviour, and found all was but a dream ; 
ig he went to sleep, and fasting wak'd. 
) a hill anon his steps he rcar'd, 
whose high top to ken the prospect round, 
tage were in view, sheep-cote, or herd ; 
ottage, herd, or sheep-cote, none he saw ; 
in a bottom saw a pleasant grove, 
chant gf tuneful birds resounding \qmCl -. 
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Thitlier he bent his way, determinM there 

To rest at noon, and enter'd soon the shade 

High-roof 'd, and walks beneath, and alleys bra 

That open'd in the midst a woody scene ; 

Nature's own work it secm'd. Nature taught Ail 

And to a superstitious eye, the haunt 

Of wood-gods and wood-nymphs : he view*d it rou 

When suddenly a man before him stood ; 

Not rustic as before, but scemUer clad. 

As one in city, or court, or palace bred. 

And with fair speech these words to him addrea 

* With granted leave officious I return. 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild solitude so long should bide. 
Of all things destitute ; and well I know. 
Not without hunger. Others of some note. 
As story tells, have trod this wilderness ; 
The fugitive bond-woman, with her son 
Out-cast Nebaioth, yet found here relief 
By a providing Angel ; all the race 

Of Israel here had famish'd, had not God 
liain'd from Heaven manna ; and that Prophet b 
Native of Thebez, wandering here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat : 
Of thee these forty days none hath regard. 
Forty and more deserted here indeed.' [hen 
To whom thus Jesus: *What conclud'st t 
They all had need ; I, as thou seest, have none.' 

* How hast thou hunger then ? (Satan replied] 
Tell me, if food were now before tliee set, 
Would'st thou not eat?* — * Thereafter as I like 
The giver,' answer'd Jesus. * Why should that 
Cause tliy refusal ? (said tlic subtle Fiend) 
Hfist thou not Tight to «\\ wt^t^d thiti^ ? 



■ * 

ailcMtttiiresbyJiiilfkfattDtkM ^ 

1 tervicf, nor to ttigr tin UdL 

tftr all thdr power? NomemtUm I 

r the Uwunckaob or offered lint * ' 

> thoae yooqg Danioloould reftiiet 

fbr'd by ui enemy, thoii|^ who 

cruple that, with wutopfireM^d? beholiit 

■hvii'd, or Cbetter to expreit) 

i, that thou 8h0ttkE*it hunger, h«di purey^d 

the elcmenta her ohoieeit ilore, 

thee^ at beseem% and at her Lor^ 

aour: only deign to ait and eat* 

ike no dreami Ibr, at hia wwda had end, 

our lifting up Ida eyea behdd, 

! apace under the broadeat ahade^ 

richly spread, in regal mode, 

hea pU'd, and meata of noblest aort 

>ur; beasts of chase, or fowl of game, 

r built, or from the spit, or boilM, 

»er-stcam'd; ail fish, from sea or shore, 

or purling brook, of shell or fin, 

uisitest name, for which was drain'd 

ind Lucrinc bay, and Afric coast: 

>w simple, to these cates compar'd, 

t crude apple that diverted Eve!) 

. stately side*board, by the wine 

g^rant smell diffused, in order stood 

pling youths rich clad, of fiurer hue 

luymed or Hylas , distant more 

le trees now tripp'd, now solemn stood, 

of Diana's train, and Naiades 

lits auil flowers from Amaltlica's horn, 

es of the' Hesperides, that secm*d 

urn fciffn'd of old, or fabled sinc^ 



168 f uu.om WMaATsnai, JIm 

Of faery damsels, met in forest wide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 

Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore. 

And all the while harmonious airs were heard 

Of chiming strings, or charming pipes ; and wi 

Of gentlest gide Arabian odours fann'd 

From their soft wing^, and Flora's earliest sme 

Such was the splendour : and the Tempter noi 

His invitation earnestly renew'd : 

* What doubts the Son of God to sit and eat r 
These are not fruits forbidd'n ; no interdict 
Defends the touching of these viands pure ; 
Their taste no knowledge works, at least of cv 
But hfe preserves, destroys hfe's enemy. 
Hunger, with sweet restorative delight. 
All Uiese are spirits of air, and woods, and spri 
Thy gentle ministers, who come to pay 
Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lc 
What doubt'stthou. Son of God ? Sit down an<3 

To whom thus Jesus temperately replied : 
* Said'st thou not that to all things I had right 
And who withholds my power that right to us 
Shall I receive by gift what of my own. 
When and where Ukes me best, 1 can commar 
1 can at will, doubt not, as soon as thou. 
Command a table in this wilderness, 
And call swift flights of Angels ministranl 
Array'd in glory on my cup to' attend : 
Why should'st thou then obtrude this diligcnc 
In vain, where no acceptance it can find? 
And with my hunger what hast thou to do ? 
Thy pompous delicacies I contemn, 
And count thy specious gifts no gifts, but guil 
To whom tVivia aivsviet'd S«ita.u malecontent 
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I have also power to give, thou seest; 
iiat power I bring thee voluntary 
I might have bestow'd on whom I pleas'd, 
ather opportunely in this place 
to impart to thy apparent need, 
ihould'st thou not accept it? but 1 see 

I can do or offer is suspect; 

!fle thingfs others quickly will dispose, 
e pains have eam'd the far-fetch'd spoil.' Wit] - 
able and provision vanished quite, [that 

■ound of harpies' wings and talons heard : 
he* impdrtune Tempter still remained, 
^ith these words his temptation pursued : 
hunger, that each other creature tames, 
art not to be harm'd, therefore not mov'd : 
emperance, invincible besides, 
9 allurement yields to appetite ; 

II thy heart is set on high designs, 
actions : but wherewith to be acliiev'd ? 
acta require great means of enterprise ; 
art unknown, unfriended, low of birth, 
penter thy father known, tliyself 

up in poverty and straits at home, 

Q a desert here and hunger-bit : 

1 way, or from what hope, dost thou aspire 

eatness ? whence authority deriv'st ? 

followers, what retinue canst thou gain, 

tliy heels the dizzy multitude, 

ir than thou canst feed them on thy cost ? 

f brings honour, friends, conquest, and realms 

rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 

lis son Herod plac'd on Judah's throne, 

hrone, but gold tliat got him puissant friends ■ 

:fore, if at great things thou wo\OLd's\. 9cmN^» 

. ru. p 
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Get riches first, get wealth, and tresmire heap, | b 
Not difficult, if thou hearken to me : 
Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand ; 
They whom I &vour thrive in wealth amun. 
While virtue, valour, wisdom, sit in want.' 
To whom thus Jesus patiently repUed : 
* Yet wealth, without these three, is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gainM. 
Witness those ancient empires of the earth, 
In height of all their flowing wealth dissolved: 
But men endued with these have oft attained 
In lowest poverty to highest deeds ; 
Gideon, and Jephtha, and the shepherd lad. 
Whose offspring on the throne of Judah sat 
So many ages, and shall yet regain 
That seat, and reign in Israel without end. 
Among the Heathen, (for throughout the worid 
To me is not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy' of memorial) canst thou not remember 
Quintius, Fabricius, Curius, Rcgulus P 
For I esteem those names of men so poor. 
Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 
Riches, though oifer'd from the hand of kings. 
And what in me seems wanting, but that I 
May also in this poverty as soon 
Accomplish what they did, perhaps, and more ? 
Extol not riches then, tlie toil of fools, 
The wise man's cumbrance, if not snare ; more apt 
To slacken Virtue, and abate her edge. 
Than prompt her to do aught may merit praise. 
What if wilii like aversion I reject 
Riches and realms ? yet not, for that a crown. 
Golden in show, is but a wreath of thorns. 
Brings dangers, troubles, cMfe^,^w^ A^«^^«^ xvvsgs^ 
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To him who wears the regal diadem. 
When on his shoulders each man's burden ]ie« ; 
Tor therein stands the office of a kinp^, 
ffis honour, virtue, merit and chief praise. 
That for the public all this weight he bears. 
Yet he, who reigns within himself, and niJefi 
Passions, denres, and fears, is more a king; 
Which eFcry wise and virtuous man attaint ; 
And who attains not, ill aspires to rule 
Cities of men, or headstrong multitudes. 
Subject himself to anarchy within, 
Or lawless passions in him, which he sen'cs. 
But to guide nations in the way of truth 
By saidng doctrine, and from error lead 
To know, and knowing worship Ciod aright. 
Is yet more kingly ? this attracts the soul, 
Governs the inner man, the nobler part; 
That other o'er the body only reigns, 
And oft by force, which, to a generous mind. 
So reigning, can '^e no sincere deliglit. 
Besides, to give a kingdom hath been thouglit 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 
Far more magnanimous tban to assume. 
Riches are needless then, both for themselves, 
And for thy reason why they sliould be sought. 
To g^ain a sceptre, oftest better miss'd.' 
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■I, is • ipeeeh of maeh flattering eommenitatiaii, endeavour* 
(•waken in Je«at a paision fbr glory, by partienlarinngTarioas 
of c<mqoM achieved, and great acti<uu perfbrmed, by 
at an early period of Ufe. Oar Lord repliet, by ihowiog 
he vanity of worldly fiime, and the improper means by which it 
I feacnUy attained : and contrasti with it the true glory of reli- 
kmm iHMienoe and virtoooa wiidora, as exemplified in the cha- 
WBttt of Jobi Satan jostifies the love (^glory from the eiample 
r Gad himself, who requires it firam all his creatures. Jesus 
eteeti thefidlacy of this argument, by showing that, as goodness 
I the trae ground on which glory is due to the great Creator of 
B Asngs, sinfol man can have no right whatever to it.— Satan 
hen urges oar Lord respecting htt etaim to the throne of David ; 
etdUs him that the Idngdom of Jodea, being at that timea pro* 
ince of Rome, cannot be got possession of without much per* 
anal c ac r ti op on his part, and presses him to lose no time m be* 
inning to reign. Jesus refers him to the time allotted for this, 
■ flbv all other thlngi; and, after intimating somewhat respect- 
V his own previous sufReringt, asks Satan, why he should be so 
flScitouf ibr the eiaJttrioD of one, whoie linnic wa» AciX^mA x« 

p2 
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In: hW tkll. Kitan roplirt. Uiat liii own fluiperate lUU', b^ eulod' 
inK all liopc, kavea little room liir fV^r; aiid iliat. aihiioini 
puniihmriit wm« ciqually doomifl, be is not interested in pivrenf 
iiiR Uii- r'-ifpi c»rone, froin whoiv a|>pan*iii henevoknet' he m\^ 
railicr hope for tome inteHVnmcv in hit Avoiir— Satan ttill par* 
lun hi* flmner ineilvmenu; and, tuppodng that the Menunff it* 
lartancr of Jeiui to be thiu advanced might ariw ftom his briag 
unacquainted with the world and iu icloriet. conveyi him totk 
stimmit of a high roo«intain, and flrom thence shows him raoKaT 
the ktaiiploms of Asia* particiilariy pointing o<it to hit noUresonc 
•xtraordinary miUury preparaiions of the Panhianstorc^the 
tiieuniont of the Sey thiana. He then informs our Lord, that he 
showed him this, purposely that he might see how necessary mi- 
litary cutIkhis are to retain the possession of kingdoms, at «e!l 
us to subdue chem at ftr«i, and advises him to consider how in* 
IKHsible it was to maintain Judea against two such powerfil 
neighbours as the Romans and Parthians, and bow neceaaiy It 
wouhlbetofiwmMiaUiaiieewithoneorotherorthrau iUdw 
«me time he recommends, and engages to secure to him*that«f 
the Farthiani : and tells him that by this means bii power will le 
Uefi'iidvd from any thing that Home or Ciesar might attempt 
against it, and that he will be abk: to extend his gki^ wMe, aiii 
i'lpccially to aceompUsh (what was particularly neectiary to aakc 
the throne of Judea really the rhrune of Uavid) the deliverance 
and restoration of the ten tribes, still in a state of captivity. Jesoii 
having briefly noticed the vanity of military efforts and the weak* 
uei« of tliu arm of flesh, says, that when the time comet for anta4 
iiig his allotU'd throne he shall not be slack : he remarki on Sa* 
ian*« extraordinary zeal fbr the deliverance of the Israefileti to 
.vhom he had always showed himself an enemy, and deehm 
tht:ir icYvitude to be tlie consequence of their ktotatry ; butald% 
tlut at a future time it may perhaps please God (o recti theai, 
and r«xit()re tbcm to their liberry ami native land. 
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spake the Son of God; and Satan stood 

iiiUey as mute, confounded what to say, 

wt to reply^ confuted, and conyinc'd 

his veak arg^ng and fallacious drift ; 

length, collecting all his serpent wiles, 

th foo1iung> Words renewed, him thus accosts : 

I see thou know'st what is of use to know, 

lat hest to say canst say, to do canst do ; 

f actions to thy words accord, thy words 

thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 

itidns of good, wise, just, the perfect shape. 

Hikl kings and nations from thy mouth consult, 

^ counsel would be as the oracle 

m and Thummim, those oraculous gems 

Aaron's breast ; or tongue of seers old 

dfible : or wert thou sought to deeds 

rt might require th' array of war, thy skill 

conduct would be such, that all the world 

iM not sustiun thy prowess, or subsist 

battle, though against thy few in arms. 

ese godlike virtues wherefore dost thou hide, 

ecting* private life, or more obscuye 
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In savage i^derness ? Wherefore deprive 
All Earth her wonder at thy acts, thyself 
The fame and glory, glory the reward 
That sole excites to high attempts, the flame 
Of most erected spirits, most temper*d pure 
Ethereal, who all pleasures else despise, 
All treasures and all gain esteem as dross. 
And dignities and powers all but the highest } 
Thy years are ripe, and over-ripe ; the son 
Of Macedonian Philip had ere these 
Won Asia, and the throne of Cyrus held 
At his dispose ; young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride ; young Pompey qaelFd 
The Pontic king, and in triumph had rode. 
Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature. 
Quench not the thirst of glory, but augment. 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admires. 
The more he grew in years, the more inflam'd 
With glory, wept that he had lived so long 
Inglorious : but thou yet art not too late.* 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus replied : 
' Thou lieither dost persuade me to seek wealth 
For empire's sake, nor empire to affect 
For glory's sake, by all thy argument. 
For what is glory but the blaze of fame, 
The people's prsuse, if always praise unmix'd ? 
And what the people but a herd coiifus'd, 
A miscellaneous rabble, who extol [pnise 

Things vulgar, and, well weigh'd, scarce worth th 
They praise and they admire, they know not whit, 
And know not whom, but as one leads the other; 
And what delight to be by such extoll'd. 
To hve upon their tongues, and be their talk. 
Of whom to be dis^i^'d^^xe wo small pndse ? 
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t who dares be singularly good. 
itcUig^nt among' them and the wise 
5W, and glopy scarce of few is rais'd. 
s true glopy and renown, when God, 
mg on the' earth, with approbation marksi 
ust man, and divulges liim througU Heaven 
. his Angels, who A^ath true applause 
int his praises: thus did he to Job, 
I, to extend his fame througli Heaven'and Earth. 
Ml to tliy reproach may^st well remember, 
k*d thee, ' Hast thou seen my servant Job ?* 
ii8 he was in Heaven, on £arth less known ; 
e glory is false glory, attributed 
ingi not glorious, men not worthy* of fame, 
err, who count it glorious to subdue 
iquest far and wide, to over-run 
countries, and in field great battles win, 
cities by assault : what do these worthier, 
>b ^nd spoil, bum, slaughter, and enslave 
able nations, neighbouring or remote, 
captive, yet deserving freedom more 
those their conquerors, who leave behind 
ig but ruin, wheres»e*er they rove, 
U the flourishing works of peace destroy ; 
swell with pride, and must be titled Gods, 
Benefactors of mankind, Dehverers, 
lipM with temple, priest, and sacrifice ? 
I the son of Jove, of Mars the other; 
mqueror Death discover them scarce mcn^ 
^ in brutish vices, and deform'd, 
tt or shameful death their due reward, 
there be in glcwry aught of good, 
' by means far different be attained, 
ut ambition, war, or violence -, 



By deeds of peace, by wisdom enunent. 
By patience, temperance : I mention still 
Him, whom thy wrongB, with saintly patience boni 
Made famous in a land and times obscure; 
Who names not now with honour patient Job ? 
Poor Socrates, (who next more memorable P) 
By what he taught, and sufFer'd for so doing. 
For truth's sake suffering death, unjust, lives now 
Equal in fame to proudest conquerors. 
Yet if for fame and glory aught be done. 
Aught suifer*d ; if young African for fame 
His wasted country freed from Punic rage ; 
Tlie deed becomes unprais'd, the man at least, 
And loses, though but verbal, his reward. 
Shall I seek glory then, as vain men seek. 
Oft not deserv'd ? I seek not mine, but his 
Who sent me ; and thereby witness whence I un.' 
To whom the Tempter murmuring thus replied 

* Think not so shght of glory ; therein least 
Jtesembling thy great Father : he seeks ^ory. 
And for his glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs ; not content in Heaven 
By all his angels glorified, requires 

Glory from men, from all men, good or bad. 
Wise or unwise, no difference, no exemption; 
Above all sacrifice, or hallowM gift. 
Glory' he requires, and glory he receives. 
Promiscuous from all nations, Jew or Greek, 
Or barbarous, nor exception hath declar'd ; 
From us, his foes pronounc*d, glory' he exacts,* 
To whom our Saviour fervently replied : 

* And reason ; since his Word all things produd^ 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end. 

But to show forth his ^odness, and impart 



m 



omflMiiikAlili to w mil 
'wliomwIiatoQiiildiii k ot 
f* and iMiMdiotioiH tins 1% duu 

I who could iwtnm nm » 
aturnlity that» wool 111 

BipeMe, ttiMMiliJilo n 
oh good» to mioii botMBooaM ! 
boiUd mui took (loiyy who^ of hb ovoi 
ing^ and to whom aoihfaig behM|fi> ' 
nlll•tiol^ ifnonii^t and ihwna? 
10 many bondlta no«lv*d» 
weant to God^ ingiilo and ftbe* 
all true good hhnaelf detpoilM; 
egiouii to himaelf would tako 
h to God alone of right belongs : 
ch bounty is in God, iuch grace, 
advance his gloty, not their own, 
himself to glory will advance.* 
:o the Son of God; and here again 
not to answer, but stood struck 
t of his own sin; for he himself, 
of glor)-, liad lost all ; 
>ther plea bethought him soont 
ry, as thou wilt, said he, so deem ; 
not wortl\ the seeking, let it pass, 
ungdom tliou art bom, ordain'd 
on thy fallier Uavid's throne, 
tr's side thy father; though thy right 
% powerful hands, that will not part 
)m posAession won with arms : 
w and all the Promis'd Land, 
I province tinder Roman yoke, 
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Oi)&}'s Tiberius; nor is always nil*d 

Willi temperate s^'ay ; oft liave they violated 

The temple of tlie law, witli foul aifronts^ 

Abominations rather, as did once 

•Vntiochus : and tliink*st thou to regain 

I'hy right, by sitting still, or thus retiring r 

So did not Maccabeus : he indeed 

lietir'd unto tlie desert, but with arms ; 

And o'er a mighty king so oft prevail'd, 

Tliat by strong hand his family obtain'd^ [usmp' 

rhough priests, tlie crown, and David's throi 

W ith Modin and her suburbs once content. 

If kingdi>m move thee not, let move thee zeal 

And duty ; zeal and duty are not slow, 

]}ut on occasion's forelock watcliful wait : 

Thev themselves ratlier arc occasion best; 

Zeal of thy father's house, duty to free 

I'll}' country from her heathen servitude. 

So shalt thou best fulfil, best verify 

The prophets old, who sung tliy endless rdgo ; 

The happier reign, the sooner it begins : 

lieign then : wliat canst thou better do the while 

To whom our Saviour answer tlius retum'd : 
* All things are best fulfill'd in their due time; 
And time tlierc is for all things. Truth hath sai^ 
If of my reign prophetic Writ hath told. 
That it shall never end, so, when begin. 
The father in liis purpose hatli decreed ; 
He, in whose hand all times and seasons roll. 
What if he halh decreed tliat I sliall first 
Ue tried in hiunble state, and things adverse. 
By tribulations, injuries, insults, 
Conteiiipts, and scorns, and snares, and violence. 
Suifering, abstaining, quietly expecting. 
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distrust or doubt, that he may know 
ian suffer, how obey ? Who best 
3r» best can do ; best reign, who first 
h obey'd; just trial, ere I merit 
ation without change or end. 
t concerns it thee, when I beg^n 
lasting kingdom ? Why art thou 
t ? What moves thy inquisition ? 
thou not that my rising is thy faU, 
promotion will be thy destruction ? 
jom the Tempter, inly rack'd, replied : 
t come when it comes ; all |^ope is lost 
iception into grace : what worse ? 
re no hope is left, is left no fear : 
be worse, the expectation more 
i torments me than the feeling can. 
be «t the worst : worst is my port> 
our, and my ultimate repose ; 
. I would attain, my final good. 
r was my error, and my crime 
e ; whatever, for itself condemned ; 
. alike be punish'd, whether thou 
r reign not ; though to that gentle brow 
f could I fly, and hope thy reign. 
It placid aspect and meek regard, 
ban aggfravate my evil state, 
tand between me and thy Father's ire, 
ire I dread more than the fire of Hell) 
r, and a kind of shading cool 
ition, as a summer's cloud. 
to the worst that can be haste, 
ive thy feet so slow to what is best, 
t, both to thyself and all the world, 
»u, who worthiest art, should'st be their kui%? 
'IT. a 
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Perhaps thou ling^r'st, in deep thoughts detiuii'd 

Of the' enteqjrise so liazardous and high ; 

No wonder ; for, though in thee be' united 

What of perfection can in man be found. 

Or human nature can receive, consider. 

Thy life hath yet been private, most part spent 

At home, scarce vicw'd the Galilean towns. 

And once a year Jerusalem, few da3rs' 

Short sojourn ; and what thence could'st tfaou ob- 

sierve? 
The world thou hast not seen, much less her glonr, 
Empires and monarchs, and their radiant courts. 
Best school of best experience, quickest insight 
In all things that to greatest actions lead. 
The wisest, unexperienc'd, will be ever 
Timorous and loth, with novice modesty, 
(As he who, seeking asses, found a kingdom,) 
Irresolute, unhardy, unadventrous : 
But I will bring thee where thou soon shalt quit 
Those rudiments, and see before thine eyes 
The monarchies of tlie' earth, their pomp and state; 
Sufficient introduction to inform 
The6, of thyself so apt, in regal arts 
And regal mysteries ; that thou may'st know 
How best their opposition to withstand.' 

With that, (such power was given him thcD) Ik 
The Son of God up to a mountiun high. [took 

It was a mountain at whose verdant feet 
A spacious plain, outstretch'd in circuit wide, 
Lay pleasant ; from his side two rivers flowed. 
The* one winding, the* other straight, and left be 
Fair champain with less rivers intervein'd, [tirce* 
Then meeting join'd their tribute to the sea : 
Fertile of com the glebe» of oil, and wine ; 



htt^ tilt p^Mlwm tipiN^'di «iCh fl^rtBt 1M 
hiDti 

cmet and hicl)4o««rf4 tiuit wdl idglit iMi 
eatfornughtlMlvioiiifelni fBdaolitf^ 
mqMct wiii tba* liAM aad tbm WM nMM«' . 
Mnca dMtxt^ fiN|iilali|l«M Mkd diy. 
b high a0imtii« top tiM T«a)if^ bratti^ 
lavimir, aii4 new tnin of wovAi b^gn : 
eU hanre we i^eedodt and d*«» UB and dah^ 
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lit beyond] to aoii^ tl^ Penlan bay, 
toaoecMible» the' Arabian dvontht 
IGneveht of length within Im wall 
•1 days journey, built by Ninus old, 
kt first goldon monarchy the aeat, 
eat of Salmanasier, whose suocesa 
in long captivity still mourns i 
i Babylon, the wonder of all tongues^ 
cient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
I and all thy father David's house 
aptive, and Jerusalem laid waste, 
lyrus set them free i Persepolis, 
Xy there thou seest, and Bactra there i 
Ana her structure vast there shows, 
flecatompylos her hundred gates ; 
9 Susa by Choaspes, amber stream, 
Irink of none but kings ; of later fame, 
by Emathian or by Parthian hands, 
freat Bcleucia, Nisibis, and there 
ati^ Teredon, Ctcsiphon, 
ny with caay eye, thou nay'iEtbeVicA^. 
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\11 these tlic Parthian, (now some ages past. 

By great Arsaces led, who founded first 

That empire,) under his dominion holds. 

From the luxurious kings of Antioch won. 

And just in time thou com'st to have a view 

Of his g^reat power ; for now the Parthian king 

Xn Ctesiphon hath gather'd all his host 

Against the Scythian, whose incursions wild 

Have wasted Sogdiana ; to her aid 

He marches now in haste ; see, though from fiff, 

His thousands, in what martial equipage 

They issue forth, steel bows and shafts their ini^ 

Of equal dread in flight, or in pursuit ; 

All horsemen, in which fight they most excel; 

See how in warlike muster they appear. 

In rhombs^ and wedges, and half-moons, and-innp.' 

He look'd, and saw what numbers numberless 
The city g^tes out-pour*d, light-armed troops. 
In coats of mail and military pride ; 
In mail their horses clad, yet fleet and strong. 
Prancing their riders bore, the flower and choice 
Of many provinces from bound to bound ; 
From Arachosia, from Candaor east, 
And Margiana to the' Hyrcanian cliffs 
Of Caucasus, and dark Iberian dales ; 
From Atropatia and the neighbouring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the south 
Of Susiana, to Balsara's haven. 
He saw them in their forms of battle rang'd, 
How quick they wheel'd, and flying' behind them 

shot 
Sharp sleet of arrowy showers against the face 
Of their piirsiiei-s, and overcame by flight ; 
The field all iron cast a gleaming brown : 
Vor wanted clouds o^ fooV^ xvot c>tv ^-w^iXyOT^ 
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ten all in steel for standing fight, 
8, or elephants indors'd with towers 
ers; nor of labouring pioneers 
tude, with spades and axes arm'd 
bulls plain, fell woods, or valleys fill, 
re plain was raise hill, or overlay 
•idg^s rivers proud, as with a yoke ; 
fter these, camels and dromedaries, 
g^ns, fraught with utensils of war. 
rces met not, nor so wide a camp, 
Lgrican with all his northern powers 
1 Albracca, as romances tell, 
J of Gallaphrone, from whence to win 
■est of her sex Angelica, 
l^ter, sought by many prowest knights; 
^m, and the peers of Charlemidn. 
d so numerous was their chivalry : 

whereof the fiend yet more presum'd, 
lur Saviour thus his words renew'd : 
: thou may'st know I seek not to engage 
lie, and not every way secure 
ight grounds thy safety ; hear, and mark, 

end I have brought thee hither, and shown 
fair sight : thy kingdom, though foretold, 
het or by Angel, unless thou 
»ur, as thy father David did, 
ver shalt obtsun ; prediction still 
ngs, and all men, supposes means ; 

means us'd, what it predicts revokes, 
thou wert possess'd of David's throne, 
:onsent of all, none opposite, 
n or Jew ; how couldst thou hope 
enjoy it, quiet and secure, 

two such enclosing enemies^ 
<i2 
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Roman and Parthian ? Therefore one of these 
lliou must make sure thy own ; the Parthian fii 
By my advice, as nearer, and of late 
Found able by invasion to annoy 
Thy country, and captive lead away her kings, 
Antigonus and old H3a'canus, bound, 
Maugre the Roman : it shall be my task 
To render thee the Parthian at dispose, 
Clhoose which thou wilt, by conquest or by leagu 
By him thou shalt regain, without him not. 
That .which alone can truly re-instal thee 
In David's royal seat, his true successor. 
Deliverance of tliy brethren, tliose ten tribes 
Whose offspring in his territory' yet serve. 
In Habor, and among the Medes dispers'd : 
Ten sons of Jacob, two of Joseph, lost 
Thus long from Israel, serving, as of old 
Their fathers in the land of Egypt serv'd^ 
This offer sets before thee to deliver. 
These if from servitude tliou shalt restore 
To their inheritance, then, nor till then, 
Thou on the throne of David in full glory, 
l^om Egypt to Euphrates, and beyond, 
Shalt reign, and Rome or Caesar not need fear.* 

To whom our Saviour answer'd thus, unmov'd : 
^ Much ostentation vain of fleshly ai'm 
And fragile arms, much instrument of war, 
1-ong in preparing, soon to nothing brought. 
Before mine eyes thou hast set ; and in my ear 
Vented much policy, and projects deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battles and leagues. 
Plausible to the world, to me worth nought. 
Means I must use, thou say'st, prediction else 
Will unpredict, and 5a\\ m^ oi ^t \\stwv<t •, 
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r time, I told thee, (and that time for thee 

ere better farthest off) is not yet come : 

hen that comes, think not thou to find me slack 

I my part aught endeavouring, or to need 

ly politic maxims, or that cumbersome 

ig^gpge of war there shown me, argument 

human weakness rather than of strength. 

T brethren, as thou call'st them, those ten tribes 

nut deliver, if I mean to reign 

ivid's true heir, and his full sceptre 4way 

» just extent over all Israel's sons. 

it whence to thee this zeal P Where was it then 

r Israel, or for David, or his throne, 

hen thou stood'st up his tempter to the pride 

' numbering Israel, which cost the lives 

threescore and ten thousand Israelites 

'three days pestilence ? Such was thy zeal 

> Israel then ; the same that now to me ! 

I for those captive tribes, themselves were they 

ho wrought their own captivity, fell off 

om God to worship calves, the deities 

' Egypt, Baal next and Ashtaroth, 

id all the' idolatries of Heathen round, 

tsides their other worse than heathenish crimes; 

IT in the land of their captivity 

imbled themselves, or penitent besought 

le God of their forefathers ; but so ^ed 

ipenitent, and left a race behind 

ke to themselves, disting^shable scarce 

om Gentiles, but by circumcision vain ; 

id God with idols in their worship join'd. 

lould I of these the liberty regard, 

ho, freed, as to their ancient patrimony, 

ihumbled^ unrepentant, imrefonxi'd^ 
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Headlong would follow ; and to their gods perfaji{ 
Of Bethel and of Dan ? No ; let them serve 
Their enemies, who serve idols with God. 
Yet he at leng^, (time to himself best known) 
Remembering Abraham, by some wondrous call 
May bring them back, repentant and sincere. 
And at their passing cleave the' Assyrian flood. 
While to their native land with joy they haste ; 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft. 
When to the Promised Land their fathers pass'd: 
To his due time and providence I leave them.' 
So spake Israel's true king, and to the Fiend 
Made answer meet, that made void all his wiles. 
So fares it, when with truth falsehood contends. 
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idiflh flatteries! Then proceed'st to talk 
' emperor, how easily subdued, 
^loriouslj : I shall, thou saj'st, expel 
dflh monster ; what if I withal 
a Devil who first made him such ? 
s tormenter conscience find him out ; 
m I was not sent ; nor yet to free 
»eople, victor once, now vile and base ; 
redly made vassal ; who^ once just, 
. and mild, and temperate, conquered well, 
ivem ill the nations under yoke, 
^ their provinces, exhausted all 
bandn^ine; first ambitious grown 
inph, that insulting vanity; 
:niel« by their sports to blood inur'd 
ting beasts, and men to beasts expos'd; 
ous by their wealth, and greedier still, 
om the daily scene effeminate. 
viae and valiant man would seek to free 
thus de£^nerate, by themselves enslav'd ; 
Id of inward slaves make outward free ? 
therefore, when my season comes to sit 
fid^ throne, it shall be like a tree 
ling and overshadowing all the earth; 
. stone, that shall to pieces dash 
narchies beades throughout the world ; 
' my kingdom there shall be no end : 
tiiere shall be to tlusj but what the means, 
[or thee to know, nor me to tell.' 
vhom the Tempter, impudent, replied : 
all offers made by me how stight 
mluest, because offer'd, and reject'st : 
g will please the difficult and nice, 
hing more than still to contnuUct *. 
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On the' other side know also thou, that I 
On what I offer set as hig^h esteem, 
Nor what I part with mean to g^ve for nought; 
All these, which in a moment thou behold'st. 
The kingdoms of the worid, to thee I g^ve, 
(For, given to me, I g^ve to whom I please,) 
No trifle ; yet with this reserve, not else. 
On this condition, if thou wUt fall down. 
And worship me as thy superior lord, 
(Easily done) and hold them all of me ; 
For what can less so great a gift deserve ?' 

Whom thus our Saviour answered with (fisdun 
* I never lik'd thy talk, thy offers less ; 
Now both abhor, ance thou hast dar'd to utter 
The' abominable terms, impious condition : 
But I endure the time, till which expir'd 
Thou hast permission on me. It is written. 
The first of all commandments, " Thou shalt wor^ 
The Lord thy God, and only him shalt serve ;" 
And dar'st thou to the Son of God propound 
To worship thee accurs'd ? now more accurs'd 
For this attempt, bolder than that on Eve, 
And more blasphemous ; which expect to rue. 
The kingdoms of the world to tliee were given? 
Permitted rather, and by thee usurp'd ; 
Other donation none thou canst produce. 
If given, by whom but by the King of kings, 
God over all supreme ? If given to thee, 
Uy thee how fairly is the giver now 
Repaid ! But gratitude in thee is lost 
Long since. Wert thou so void of fear or shame. 
/Vs offer them to me, the Son of God ? 
To me my own, on such abhorred pact. 
That I fall down w\d worship thee as C»od ? 



ee behind me : plain thou now appear'st 
Svil-one, Satan for ever danuiM.' 
irhom the Fiend, with fear abash'd, replied : 
It fo sore offended, Son of God, 
gii tons of God both Angels are and Men) 
iry whether in higher sort 
heee thoa bear'st that title, have proposM 
)oth from Men and Angels I receive, 
shs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth, 
} beside from all the quartered winds, 
this world invok'd, and world beneath : 
len thou art, whose coming is foretold 
most fatal, me it most concerns; 
al hath indamag^d thee no way, 
more honour left and more esteem ; 
ght advantag'd, missing what I aim'd. 
3ire let pass, as they are transitory, 
igdoms of this world; I shall no more 
thee ; gain them us thou canst, or not 
m thyself seem'st otherwise inclined 
I a worldly crown ; addicted more 
:emplation and profound (Uspute, 
lat early action may be judg'd, 
lipping from thy mother's eye, thou went'st 
ito the temple, there wast found 
the gravest Rabbies, disputant 
ts, and questions fitting Moses' chair, [man, 
g, not taught. The childhood shows the 
ling shows the day : be famous then 
om ; as thy empire must extend, 
ctend thy mind o'er all the world 
ledge, all things in it comprehend, 
vledge is not couch'd in Moses' law, 
)tateuch> or what the Prophets trroVi -, 
ji 3 
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The Gentiles also know, and write, and teach 

To admiration, led by Nature's lights 

And with the Gentiles much thou mU6t convers 

Ruling' them by persuasion, as thou mean'st; 

Without their learning, how wilt thou with thei 

Or they with thee, hold conversation meet ? 

How wilt thou reason with them, how refute 

Their idolisms, traditions, paradoxes? 

Error by his own arms is best evinc'd. 

Look once more, ere we leave this specular mot 

Westward, much nearer by southwest, behold; 

Where on the' iEgean shore a city stands. 

Built nobly, pure the air, and light the soil ; 

Athens, the eye of Qreece, mother of arts 

And eloquence, native to famous wits 

Or hospitable, in her sweet recess. 

City' or suburban, studious walks and shades. 

See there the olive grove of Academe, 

Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird 

Trills her thick-warbled notes the summer lon^; 

There flowery hill Hymettus, with the sound 

Of bees' industrious murmur, oft invites 

To studious musing; there Ilissus rolls 

His whispering stream : within the walls, then vi 

The schools of ancient sages ; his, who bred 

Great Alexander to subdue the world, 

Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next : 

There shalt thou hear and learn the secret powi 

Of harmony, in tones and numbers hit 

By voice or hand; and various-measur'd verse, 

-Slolian charms and Dorian lyric odes. 

And his, who gave them breath, but higher sunj 

Blind Melesigenes, thence Homer call'd, 

IVhose poem VYia\i>isi cXwMftTi^dfQt his own > 
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Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 

In chorus or iambic, teachers best 

Of moral prudence, with delight received 

In brief sententious precepts, while they treat 

Of fate, and chance, and change in human life. 

High actions and liigh passions best describing: 

Thence to the famous orators repair. 

Those ancient, whose resistless eloquence 

Wielded, at will, that fierce democraty. 

Shook the' arsenal, and fulmin'd over Greece 

To liacedon and Artaxerxes' throne : 

To sage Philosophy next lend thine ear. 

From Heaven descended to the low-roof 'd house 

Of Socrates ; see there his tenement. 

Whom well inspired the oracle pronounc'd 

Wisest of men; from whose mouth issued forth 

MeUifiuous streams, that water'd all the schools 

Of Academics old and new, with those 

Sumam'd Peripatetics, and the sect 

Epicurean, and the Stoic' severe ; 

These here revolve, or, as thou Uk'st, at home, ' 

Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight; 

These rules will render thee a king complete 

Within thyself, much more witli empire join'd.' 

To whom our Saviour sagely thus rephed : 
* Think not but that I know these things, or think 
I know them not: not therefore am I short 
Of knowing what I ought: he, who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of light. 
No other doctrine needs, though granted true ; 
But these are false, or little else but dreams. 
Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing firm. 
The first and wisest of them all profess'd 
To know this only, that he nothing knew •, 
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The next to fabling fell, and smooth conceits; 
A third sort doubted all tlungs, though plam sen 
Others in virtue plac'd felicity. 
But virtue join'd with riches and long life ; 
In corporal pleasure he, and careless ease ; 
The Stoic last in philosophic pride. 
By him callM virtue ; and his virtuous man. 
Wise, perfect in himself, and all possessing 
Equal to God, oft shames not to prefer. 
As fearing God nor man, contemning all 
Wealth, pleasure, pain or torment, death and fif 
Which, when he lists, he leaves, or boasts he cai 
For all his tedious talk is but vidn boast. 
Or subtle shifts conviction to evade. 
Alas ! what jcan they teach, and not mislead. 
Ignorant of themselves, of God much more. 
And how the world began, and how man feD 
Degraded by himself, on grace depending ? 
Much of the soul they talk, but all awry, 
And in themselves seek virtue, and to themsehri 
All glory arrogate, to God give none ; 
Rather accuse him under usual names, 
Fortune and Fate, as one reg^dless quite 
Of mortal things. Who therefore seeks in thes< 
True wisdom, finds her not ; or by delusion 
Far worse, her false resemblance only meets, 
An empty cloud. However, many books. 
Wise men have stud, are wearisome ; who reads 
Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 
A spirit and judgment equal or superior, 
(And what he bringfs what needs he elsewhere see 
Uncertain and unsettled still remans. 
Deep vers'd in books, and shallow in himself, 
Crude or intoxicttte^ colkcting toys 



PJLEADXSX REeAIK£]>. 201 

.fles for choice matters, worth a spong^e ; 
dren g^athering^ pebbles on the shore, 
would delight my private hours 
lUflic or with poem, where, so soon 
ur native language, can I find 
)lace f All our law and story strew'd 
3rmn8, our psalms with artful terms inscrib'd> 
ibi^w song^ and harps, in Babylon 
leas'd so well our victors' ear, declare 
ither Greece from us these arts derived; 
ited, while they loudest sing 
;e8 of their deities, and their own, 
s, hymn, or song, so personating 
Ifods ridiculous, and themselves past sham#. 
e their swelling epithets, thick laid 
lish on a harlot's cheek, the rest, 
>wn with aught of profit or delight, 
r be found unworthy to compare 
ion's songs, to all true tastes excelling, 
God is pnus'd aright, and godlike men,, 
ohest of Holies, and his saints, 
are from God inspir'd, not such from thee,) 
where moral virtue is express'd 
it of nature, not in aU quite lost, 
orators thou then extoll'st, as those 
p of eloquence ; statists indeed, 
vers of their country, as may seem ; 
rein to our prophets far beneath, 
a divinely taught, and better teaching 
ilid rules of civil gfovemment, 
r majestic unaffected style, 
lU the' oratory of Greece and Rome, 
n is plainest taught, and easiest learnt, 
makes a nation happy, and keeps it sq, 
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what niinB kingdoms, and lays cities flat; 
These only with our law best foim a lung.' 

So spake the Son of God; but Satan, now 
Quite at a loss, (for all his darts were spent) 
Thus to our Saviour with stem brow repUed : 

' Since neither wealth nor honour, arms nor •!(% 
Kingdom nor empire pleases thee, nor augtit 
By me proposed in life contemplative 
Or active, tended on by glory* or fame, 
What dost thou in this world ? The wildemets 
For thee is fittest place ; 1 found thee there. 
And thither will return thee; yet remember 
What I foretel thee, soon thou shalt have 
To wish thou never hadst rejected, thus 
Nicely or cautiously, my offer'd aid. 
Which would have set thee in short time inth 
On David's throne, or throne of all the woiid» 
Now at full agfe, fulness of time, thy season 
When prophecies of thee are best fiilfill'd. 
Now contrary, if I read aught in Heaven, 
Or Heaven write aught of fate, by what the atan 
Voluminous, or single characters. 
In their conjunction met, g^ve me to spell. 
Sorrows, and labours, opposition, hate 
Attend thee, scorns, reproaches, injuries. 
Violence and stripes, and lastly cruel death ; 
A kingdom they portend thee, but what 1riffgilff"j 
Real or allegoric, I discern not ; 
Nor when ; eternal sure, as without end. 
Without beginning ; for no date prefixed 
Directs me in the starry rubric set.* 

So saying he took, (for still he knew his powec 
Not yet expir'd) and to the wilderness 
Brought })Mk the Son of God, and left him there, 
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ling to disappear. Daikness now Tose» 
lylig^t sunl^ and brought in lowering night, 
ihadowy offapring ; unsubstantial both, 
tion mere of light and absent day. 
iaTiour meek, and With untroubled mind 
* his aery jaunt, though hurried sore, 
jy and cold, betook him to his rest, 
.■ever under some concdurse of shades, 
le branching arms thick intertwin'd might shield 
dews and damps of night his shelter'd head ; 
iheker'd, slept in vain ; for at his head 
Tempter watch'd, and soon with ugly dreams 
rb'd his sleep. And either tropic now 
thunder, and both ends of Heaven ; the douds, 
many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 
B nun with lightning mix'd, water with fire 
n reconciled : nor slept the winds 
n their stony caves, but rush'd abroad 
the four hinges of the world, and fell 
e vex'd wilderness, whose tallest pines, 
1^ rooted deep as high, and sturdiest oaks, 
I their stiff necks, loaden with stormy blasts, 
n up sheer. Ill wast thou shrouded then, 
ent Son of God, yet only stood'st 
ken ! nor yet staid the terror there ; 
al ghosts and hellish furies round [shriek'd, 
m'd thee, some howl'd, some yell'd, some 
bent at tliee their fiery darts, while thou 
unappalPd in calm and sinless peace ! 
18 pass'd the night so foul, "till morning fair 
forth, with pilgrim steps, in amice gray ; 
urith her radiant finger stUl'd the roar 
mder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the winds, 
rialy spectres, which the fiend had rais'd 
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To tempt the Son of Giod with terrors dire. 
And now the sun with more effectual beams 
Had cheer'd the face of earth, and dried the wet 
From drooping phmt or dropping tree ; the fainH 
Who all things now behold more fresh and green. 
After a nig^t of storm so ruinous, 
Clear'd up their choicest notes in bush and spnj, 
To gratulate the sweet return of mom. 
Nor yet, amidst this joy and brightest morn. 
Was absent, after all his mischief done. 
The Prince of darkness ; glad would also seem 
Of this fair change, and to our SaWour came ; 
Yet with no new device, (they all were spent,) 
Rather by this liis last affront resolv'd. 
Desperate of better course, to vent his rage 
And mad despite to be so oft repell'd. 
Him walking on a sunny hill be found, 
BackM on the north and west by a thick wood; 
Out of the wood he starts in wonted shape, 
And in a careless mood thus to liim said : 

' Fair morning yet betides thee, Son of God, 
After a dismal night : I heard the wTack, 
.\s earth and sky would mingle ; but myself [them 
Was distant ; and these flaws, though mortals feat 
\s dangerous to tlic pillar'd frame of Heaven, 
Or to the caiih's dark basis underneath. 
Are to the main as inconsiderable 
And harmless, if not wholesome, as a sneeze 
To man's less universe, and soon ai-e gone ; 
Yet, as being ofttimcs noxious where they light 
On man, beast, plant, wasteful and turbulent. 
Like turbulences in the' affairs of men, 
Over whose heads they roar, and seem to point, 
rhoy ofl fore-sigiiify and thiva*"ii ilJ : 
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[*hi8 tempest at this desert most was bent ; 

>f men at thee, for only thou here dwell'st. 

[Md I not tell thee, if thou did'st reject 

llie perfect season offer'd with my aid 

To win thy destin'd seat, but wilt prolong 

An to the push of fate, pursue thy way 

Of gnnini^ David's throne, no man knows when. 

For bodi the when and how is no where told P 

TluHi shah be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt ; 

For Angels have proclaim'd it, but concealing 

Hie time «nd means. Each act is rightliest done. 

Kot when it must, but when it may be best : 

If tiioa observe not this, be sure to find, 

"What I foretold thee, many a hard assay 

Of danglers and advernties and pains, 

^ thou of Israel's sceptre get fast hold ; 

hereof this ominous night, that clos'd thee roun^ 

So many terrors, voices, prodigies, 

^y warn thee, as a sure fore-going sign.* 

80 talk'd he, while the Son of God went on 
And staid not, but in brief him answer'd thus : 

' He worse than wet thou find'st not ; other harm 
Those terrors, which thou speak'st of, did me none ; 
I never fear'd they could, though noising loud 
And threatening nigh : what they can do, as signs 
Betokening or ill boding, I contemn 
As false portents, not sent from God, but thee ; 
Who, knowing I shall reig^ past thy preventing, 
Obtrud'st thy ofrer*d aid, that I, accepting, 
At least might seem to hold all power of thee. 
Ambitious spirit ! and would'st be thought my God . 
And storm'st refiis'd, thinking to terrify 
Me to thy will ? — Deast, (thou art discem'd, 
And toil'st in vain,) nor me in vain molest." 

VOL. Til f* 
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To whom the fiend, now swobi with ng^ replied : 
' Then hear, O Son of Darid, Yirgin-born, 
For Son of God to me is jet in doubt ; 
Of the Meaaiah I had heard foretold 
By all the prophets; of thy birth at length. 
Announced by Gabriel, witii the first I knew. 
And of the* angelic song in Bethlehem field. 
On thy birth-night that sung thee Saviour ban. 
From that time seldom have I ceas'd to eye 
Thy infioiey, thy childhood, and thy youth. 
Thy manhood last, though yet in private bred ; 
Till at the ford of Jordan, whither all 
Flock to the Baptist, I, among the rest, 
(Though not to be baptiz'd) by voice from Heaven 
Heard thee pronounc'd ' the Son of God belov'd.' 
Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 
And narrower scrutiny, that I might learn 
In what deg^e or meaning thou art call'd 
The Son of God ; which bears no single sense. 
The son of God I also am, or was ; 
And if I was, I am ; relation stands : 
All men are sons of God ; yet thee I thought 
In some respect far higher so declared : 
Therefore 1 watchM thy footsteps from that hour. 
And foHow'd thee stiU on to this vast wild ; 
Where, by all best conjectures, I collect 
Thou art to be my fatal enemy : 
Good reason then, if I before-hand seek 
To understand my adversarj-, who 
And what he is ; his wisdom, power, intent ; 
By pearl or composition, truce or league. 
To win him, or win from him what I can : 
And opportunity I here have had 
To try thee, sift thee, and confess have found thee 



Proof agunst aU temptation, as a rock 
Of adamant, and, as a centre, firm ; 
To the' utmost of mere man both wise and gfood, 
Not more ; for honours, riches, kingdoms, glory. 
Have been before contemn'd, and may again. 
Therefore, to know what more thou art than man 
Worth naming * Son of God' by voice from Heayeii» 
Another method I must now beg^.' 

So saying, he caught him up, and, without wing 
Of hippog^, bore through the air sublime. 
Over the wilderness and o'er the plain. 
Tin underneath them fair Jerusalem, 
The holy city, lifted high her towers. 
And lugher yet the glorious temple rear'd 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaster, topt with golden spires : 
There, on the highest pinnacle, he set 
The Son of God ; and added thus in scorn : 

' There stand, if thou wilt stand ; to stand upright 
Will ask thee skill; I to thy father's house 
Have brought thee, and highest plac'd : highest is 
Now show thy progeny ; if not to stand, [best: 

Cast thyself down ; sidPely, if Son of God : 
Por it is written, ** He wUl give conunand 
Concerning thee to' his angels, in their hands 
They shall uplift thee, lest at any time 
Thou chance to dash thy foot ag^nst a stone".' 

To whom thus Jesus : * Also it is written, 
" Tempt not the Lord thy God".' He said, and stood: 
But Satan, smitten with amazement, fell. 
As when Earth's son Antaeus, (to compare 
Small things with greatest) in Irassa strove 
With Jove's Alcides, and oft foil'd, stiU rose, 
Beceiving from lus mother earth new strength, 
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Fresh from his fall, and fiercer grapple join'd. 
Throttled at length in the* air, expip'd and fell ; 
So, after many a foil, the tempter proud 
Renewing iresh assaults, amidst his pride. 
Fell whence he stood to see his \ictor fall : 
\nd as that Theban monster, that proposed 
Her riddle, and him who solv'd it not deyour'd. 
That once found out and solv'd, for grief and qnfce 
Cast herself headlong from the' Ismenian steep ; 
So, struck with dread and angfuish, fell the Fiend, 
And to his crew, that sat consulting, brought 
(Joyless triumphals of his hop'd success) 
Ruin, and desperation, and dismay. 
Who durst so proudly tempt the Son of God. 
So Satan fell ; and straight a fiery globe 
Of Angels on full sail of wing flew nigh. 
Who on their plumy vans received him soft 
From his uneasy station, and upbore. 
As on a floating couch, through the blithe air; 
Then, in a flowery valley, set him down 
On a g^een bank, and set before him spread 
A table of celestial food, divine 
Ambrosial fruits, fetch'd from the tree of life, 
And, from the fount of life, ambrosial drink. 
That soon refresh'd him wearied, and repair'd 
What hunger, if aught hunger, had impaired. 
Or thirst ; and, as he fed, angelic quires 
Sung heavenly anthems of liis victory 
Over temptation and the Tempter proud : — 

' True image of the Father; whether thron'd 
in the bosom of bliss, and light of light 
Conceiving, or, remote from Heaven, enslirin'd 
(n fleshly tabernacle, and human form. 
Wandering the wilderness ; whatever place, 
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Habit, or state, or motion, atU]i expressing 
Hie Son of God, with godlike force endued 
Against the' attempter of thy Father's throne* 
And thief of Paradise ! him long of old 
Thou didst rebel, and down from Heaven cast 
"^th all bis srmy ; now thou hast aveng'd 
Supplanted Admn, and, by vanquishing 
Temptation, hast regained lost Paradise, 
And frustrated the conquest fraudulent. 
Be never more henceforth will dare set foot 
In Psradise to tempt ; his snares are broke : 
I^, though that seat of earthly bliss be fail'd, 
A fiurer Paradise is founded now 
I^ Adam and his chosen sons, whom thou, 
A Saviour, art come down to re-instal, 
^Hiere they ahs31 dwell secure, when time shall be, 
V Tempter and temptation without fear. 
^ tima, infernal Serpent ! shalt not long 
Sole in the clouds ; like an autumnal star, 
Of ligfatning, thou shalt fall from Heaven, trod down 
^Qd» his feet : for prooi^ ere this thou feel'st 
IV wound, (yet not thy last and deadliest wound) 
By this repulse received, and hold'st in Hell 
^ triumph : in all her gates Abaddon rues 
thy bold attempt. Hereafter learn with awe 
To dread the Son of God : he, all unarmed. 
Shall chase thee, with the terror of his voice. 
From thy demoniac holds, possesion foul, 
Thee and thy legions ; yelling they shall fly, 
And beg to hide them in a herd of swine, 
Lest he command them down into the deep, 
Soimd, and to torment sent before their time.— 
Ittl, Son of the Most High, hek of both worlds^ 

s2 
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Queller of Satan ! on thy glorious work 
Now enter; and beg^ to save mankind.* 

Thus they the Son of God, our Saviour meek» 
Sung victor, and, from heavenly feast refreah'd. 
Brought on his way with joy ; he, unobserved. 
Home to his mother's house private retumM. 
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* TO TBI RieRVBOKOUAABLX 

JOHN LORD VISCOUNT BRACKLEY,t 
8oD ttid Helr«Ap|Murent to the Earl of Bridgewater, See. 
XT KABO, 

Tns poem, which received its first occasion o( 
MXth hmn yourself and others of your noble £unily, 
md much honour from your own person in the per- 
brmance, now returns again to make a final dedi- 
:Btioa of itself to you. Although not openly ac- 
Imowledged by the author,^ yet it is a legitimate 
ofispring, so lovely and so much desired, that the 
aften copying of it hath tired my pen to give my 
leveral friends satisfaction, and brought me to a 
wceaaty of producing it to the public view ; and 
now to offer it up in all rightful devotion to those 
lur hopes, and rare endowments of your much pro.- 
■iiuig youth, which give a full assurance, to aU 
Ifact know you, of a future excellence. Live, sweet 
Loid, to be the honour of your name, and receive 
thif as your own, from the hands of him, who hath 
by many favours been long obliged to your most 
honoured parents, and as in this representation 
your attendant ThyrsU, so now in all real expres- 
aon 

Your faithful and most humble servant, 

H. LA WES. 

* TVm m the dedieBtion to Lawesi edition of the Maik, 1637. 

t The Ffait Brother in the Mask. Wartvru 

I It never appeared under MSlton's naine,tUl the year 1645. 



THE riESOHS. 

The Atteadnit Spiric, f{/lerwardr fti lAr Mir ^ 

Thynii. 
Coumt,v>itk kii Crtm* 
TheLftdf. 
fIncBrodien 
SeMMid Brotlmr. 



TBI CHIXY PXRiOVS, WHO PRBSBHTBDy WAd^ 



TAe L«rrf Bnekley. 

Mr, Thomtt Egeiton kuhrvthtr. 

The Lqdjf Alice Egerton. 



C0MU8. 



Thejint Scene discovert a wild Wood. 

The Attbhbakt Spikit deacenda or enters, 

BnoRB the starry threshold of Jove's court 
My mannon is, where those immortal shapes 
Of bright aerial spirits live inspher'd 
In regions mild of calm and serene air. 
Above the smoke and stir of this dim ^ot. 
Which men caU Earth; and, with low-thoughted care 
Confin'd and pester'd in this pinfold he're^ 
Strive to keep up a frail and feverish being. 
Unmindful of the crown that Virtue gives. 
After this mortal change, to her true servants. 
Amongst the enthron'd g^ods on sainted seats. 
T6t some there be, that by due steps aspire 
To lay their just hands on that golden key. 
That opes the palace of Eternity : 
To such my errant is ; and, but for such, 
1 would not soil these pure ambrosial weeds 
With the rank vapours of this sin-worn mould. 
But to my task. Neptune, besides the sway 
Of every salt flood, and each ebbing stream, 
Took in by lot *tmxt high and nether Jove 
Imperial rule of all the sea-girt isles, 
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That, like to rich and various gems, inl^y 

The unadorned bosom of the deep : 

Which he, to grace his tributary gods. 

By course commits to several government. 

And gives them leave to wear their sapphire crowu^ 

And wield their little tridents : but this Isle, 

The greatest and the best of all the main, 

lie quarters to his blue-hair'd deities ; 

And all this tract that fronts the falling sun 

A noble Peer of mickle trust and power 

Has in liis charge, with tempered awe to guide 

An old and haughty nation, proud in arms : 

Where his fair offspring, nurs'd in princely lore. 

Are coming to attend their father's state. 

And new-entrusted sceptre : but their way 

Lies through the perplex'd paths of this dretof wood/ 

The nodding horror of whose shady brows 

Threats the forlorn and wandering passenger ; 

And here their tender age might suffer peril. 

But that by quick command from sovereign Jore 

I was dispatchM for their defence and g^uard : 

And listen why ; for I will tell you now 

What never yet was heard in tale or song. 

From old or modem bard, in hall or bower. 

Bacchus, that first from out the purple gn4>e 
Crush'd the sweet poison of misused wine. 
After the Tuscan mariners transformed. 
Coasting the Tyrrhene shore, as the winds listed, 
On Circe's island fell : (who knows not Circe, 
The daughter of the Sun, whose charmed cup 
Whoever tasted, lost his upright shape. 
And downward feU into a grovehng swine ?) 
This Nymph, that gaz'd upon his clustering locks 
With ivy berries wreathU and his bKthe youth, 
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Had by him, ere he parted thence, a son 

Much like his father, but his mother more, 

Whom therefore she brought up, and Comus nam'd : 

Wbo^ ripe and frolic of his full g^wn ag^. 

Roving the Celtic and Iberian fields. 

At last betakes him to this ominous wood ; 

And, in thick shelter of black shades imbower'd, 

Excels las mother at her mighty art, 

OfTering to every weary traveller 

His orient liquor in a crystal glass, [taste. 

To quench the drouth of Phoebus ; which as they 

(For most do taste through fond intemperate thirst) 

Soon as the potion works, their human countenance, 

The* express resemblance of the gods, is changed 

into some brutish form of wolf, or bear. 

Or ounce, or tiger, hog, or bearded goat. 

All other parts remidning as they were ; 

And they, so perfect is their misery. 

Not once perceive their foul disfigurement. 

Bat boast themselves more comely than before-; 

And all their friends and native home forget. 

To roll with pleasure in a sensual sty. 

Therefore when any, favoured of liigh Jove, 

Chances to pass through this adventurous gladcj 

Swift as the sparkle of a glancing star 

I shoot from heaven, to ^ve him safe convo\^ 

As now I do : but first I must put off 

These my sky robes spun out of Iris* woof. 

And take the weeds and likeness of a swain 

That to the service of this house belongs, 

H^ho with lus soft pipe, and smooth-dittied son'g, 

"Well knows to still the wild winds when they roar- 

And huah the waving woods; nor of less faitk, 

And in this office of his mountain watch 

rOZ, TIT. T 
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Likeliest, and nearest to the present aid 
Of this occaaon. But I hear the tread 
Of hateful steps ; I must be viewless now. 

Coicvs enters •with a chamdng-rod in one hm 
glass in the other ; with him a rout of hm 
headed like sundry sorts of toild betutSf but 
loise Uke men and toomen, their apparel gUH 
they come in making a riotous and tmrufy 
-with torches in their hands. 

COXT7S. 

The star that bids the shepherd fold. 
Now the top of heaven doth hold ; 
And the gilded car of day 
His glowing axle doth allay 
In the steep Atlantic stream ; 
And the slope sun his upward beam 
Shoots ag^nst the dusky pole. 
Pacing toward the other goal 
Of his chamber in the East. 
Meanwliile welcome Joy, and Feast, 
Midnight Shout and Revelry, 
Tipsy Dance, and Jollity. 
Braid your locks with rosy twine. 
Dropping odours, dropping wine. 
Rigour now is gone to bed. 
And Advice with scrupulous head. 
Strict Age and sour Severity, 
With their grave saws, in slumber lie. 
We, that are of purer fire. 
Imitate the starry quire, 
AVlio, in their nightly watchful spheres. 
Lead in swift round the months and years. 
The sounds aivd seaa,m\3!a.iS\^X\a\ic Rnny drov> 
Now to the laoouVxiTJWWTv^TCLQrwifeTsisjK^' 
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/Ind, on the tawny sands and shelves, 

rrip the pert faeries and the dapper elves. 

3y dimpled brook and fountain brim, 

Ilie wood nymphs, deck'd with daisies trim, 

rheir merry wakes and pastimes keep. 

RThat hath night to do with sleep ? 

ffigbt hath better sweets to prove ; 

ireniu now wakes, and wakens Love. 

Cofme, let us our rites begin; 

Tis only daylight that makes sin. 

Which these dun shades will ne'er report. — 

Hail, goddess of nocturnal sport, 

Dark-veil'd Cot3rtto ! to whom the secret flame 

Of midnight torches bums ; mysterious dame. 

That ne'er art call'd, but when the dragon womb 

Of Stygian darkness spits her thickest gloom. 

And nwkes one blot of all the air; 

Stay thy cloudy ebon chair. 

Wherein thou rid'st with Hecat', and befriend 

Us thy vow'd priests, till utmost end 

Of all thy dues be done, and none left out ; 

Kre the babbling eastern scout, 

The nice morn, on the Indian steep 

From her cabin'd loop-hole peep^ 

And to the tell-tale sun descry 

Our conceal'd solemnity. — 

Come, knit hands, and beat the ground. 

Id a light fantastic round. 

THE MEASURE. 

^feak oiF, break off: I feel tlie different pace 
Of some chaste footing near about this g^und. 
'^ to your shrouds, within these brakes and trees : 
^ vr number may affright : some virgin, sure, 
. l^or so I CMU distinguish by mine art) 
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Benighted in these woods. Now to my charm% 
And to my wily trains; I shall, ere long. 
Be well stock'd with as fair a herd as grax'd 
About my mother Circe. Thus I hurl 
My dazzhng spells into the spongy air. 
Of power to cheat the eye with blear illusion. 
And g^ve it false presentments, lest the place 
And my quaint habits breed astonishment. 
And put the damsel to suspicious flight ; 
Wliich must not be, for that^s against my course : 
I, under fair pretence of friendly end% 
And well plac'd words of glozing courtesy. 
Baited with reasons not unplausible. 
Wind me into the easy -hearted man. 
And hug him into snares. When once her eye 
Hath met the virtue of Uns magic dust, 
I sliail appear some harmless vUlagcr, 
Wliom thrift keeps up about his countr}' gear. 
But here she comes. I fairly step aside, 
And hearken, if I may, her business here. 

The Ladt entei'8. 

Lady. This way the noise was, if mine car be tru 
My best guide now. Metliought it was the soun^ 
Of riot and ill manag'd merriment. 
Such as the jocund flute, or gruesome pipe, 
Stii"* up aniong the loose, unlettered hinds ; 
When fn)m tlieir teeming flocks, and gfranges full 
In wanton dance they praise the bounteous Pan, 
Aiicl Uiank the gods amiss. I should be loth 
To meet the rudeness and swiird insolence 
Of sucli late wassaUers ; yet O ! where else 
Shall T inform my unacquainted feet, 
In the blind mazes of this tangled wood? 
My brothers, wYven IYvcy «k« mei"«^w\«i<jut 
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With this long way, resolving here to lodge. 
Under the spreading favour of these pines, 
Stept, as they said, to the next thicket side. 
To bring me berries, or such cooling fruit 
Ab the kind hospitable woods provide. 
They left me then, when the gray-hooded Even, 
like a sad votarist in palmer's weed. 
Rose from the hindmost wheels of Phcebus' wain: 
But where they are, and why they came not back. 
Is now the labour of my thoughts ; 'tis likeUest 
They had engaged their wandering steps too far; 
And envious Darkness, ere they could return. 
Had stole them frx)m me : else, O thievish I>«ight, 
Why should'st thou, but for some felonious end. 
In thy dark lantern thus close up the stars. 
That Nature hung in Heaven, and fill'd their lamps 
With everlasting oil, to give due light 
To the nusled and lonely traveller? 
Tliis is the place, as well as I may guess. 
Whence even now the tumult of loud mirth 
Was rife, and perfect in my Ustening ear; 
Tet nought but single darkness do I find. 
What might this be ? A thousand fantasies 
Begin to throng into my memory. 
Of calling shapes, and beckoning shadows dire. 
And aery tongues, that syUable men's names 
On sands, and shores, and desert wildernesses. 
lliese though|B nyy startle well, but not astound, 
The virtuouJKind, that ever walks attended 
By a strong siding champion. Conscience. 
welcome, pure ey'd Faith, white handed Hope, 
Then hovering angel, girt with golden wingfs. 
And tliou, unblemish'd form of Chastity ! 
{ see yc visibly, and now believe 

T 2 
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That He, the Supreme Good, to whom all thingi iU 

Are but as slavish officers of vcQgeaiice« 

Would send a glistering guardian, if need were. 

To keep my life and honour unassaiPd. 

MVas I deceiv'd, or did a sable cloud 

Turn forth her silver lining on the night ? 

I did not err : there does a sable cloud 

Turn forth her silver lining on the night» 

And casts a gleam over this tufted grove. 

I cannot halloo to my brothers, but 

Such noise as I can make, to be heard fiirthest, 

I'll venture ; for my new-enliven'd spirits 

Prompt me ; and they, perhj^s, are not fior ofil 

Sweet Echo, sweetest nymph, that liv'st, unieeD» 
Within thy aery shell. 
By slow Meander's margent green« 
And in the violet-embroider'd vale. 

Where the love-lorn nightingale 
Nightly to thee her sad song moumeth weUj 
Canst tliou not tell me of a gentle pair. 
That likest thy Narcissus are ? 
O, if thou have 
Hid them in some flowery cave* 
Tell me but where. 
Sweet queen of parley, daughter of the sphere! 
So uay'st thou be translated to the skies, [niei. 
And give resounding grace to all H^en's haimo 

Enter Comus. 

Cormia. Can any mortal mixture of earth's mouU 
Brea*lie yuch divine, enchanting ravishment? 
Sure something ho\y Yodg^* m th«t brefut. 
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And with these raptures moves the vocal air 

To testify his ludden residence. 

How sweetly did they float upon the wings 

Of silence, through the empty-vaulted night. 

At every fisJl smoothing the raven-down 

Of dai^mess, till it smil'd ! I have oft heard 

My mother Circe, with the S3n%ns three. 

Amidst the flowery-kirtled Naiades, 

Culling their potent herbs and baleful drug^ ; 

Who* as they sung, would take the prison'd soul, 

And lap it in Elysium : Scylla wept. 

And chid her barking waves into attention. 

And fell Charybdis murmur'd soft applause : 

Yet they in-pleasing slumber lull'd the sense. 

And in sweet madness robb'd it of itself: 

But fUich a sacred and home-feh delight, 

Soch sober certainty of waking bliss, 

I never heard till now. I'll speak to her. 

And she shall be my queen. Hul, foreign wonder ! 

Whom certun these rough shades did never breed. 

Unless the goddess that, in rural shrine, 

I)well'st here with Pan, or Sylvan ; by bless'd song 

Foibidding every bleak, unkii^dly fog 

To touch the prosperous growth of this taU wood. 

Lad. Nay, gentle shepherd, iU is lost that praise. 
That is address'd to unattending ears : 
Kot any boast of skill, but extreme shift 
Qow to regain my severed company. 
Compelled me to awake the courteous Echo, 
To give me answer from her mossy couch, [thus ? 

Cim, What chance, good Lady, hath bereft you 

Lad, Dim darkness and this leafy labyrinth. 

Com. Could that divide you from near ushering 
guides? 

Zad. TAcfr/eftmeweaiyoniLgrwsy toxt. 
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Com. By falsehood, or discourtesy, or why r 

Xa. To seek i* the valley some cool friendly springf. 

Com. And left your fair side all unguarded. Lady? 

Lad. They were but twain, and purpt>s*d quick 
return. 

Com. Perhaps forestalling night prevented them. 

Lad. How easy my misfortune is to hit ! 

Com. Imports their loss, beside the present need? 

Lad. No less than if I should my Brothers lose. 

Com. Were they of manly prime, or youthfiil 
bloom? 

Lad. As smooth as Hebe's their unrazored fipt. 

Com. Two such I saw, what time the laboui^doz 
In his loose traces from the furrow came. 
And the swink'd hedger at his supper sat. 
I saw them under a green manthng vine. 
That crawls along the side of yon small hill. 
Plucking ripe clusters from the tender shoots. 
Their port was more than human, as they stood: 
I took it for a faery vision 
Of some gay creatures of the element. 
That in the colours of the rainbow live. 
And play i' the plighted clouds. I was awe-struck, 
And, as I pass'd, I worshiped : if those you seek, 
It were a journey like the path to Heaven, 
To help you find them. 

ZfOd. Gentle villager. 
What readiest way would bring me to that place? 

Com. Due west it rises from this shrubby point r^- 

Lad. To find out that, good shepherd, I suppoie^ 1^ 
In such a scant allowance of star-light, V^. 

Would overtask the best land-pilot's art, w^ 

Without the sure guess of well-practis*d feet. 1^ 

Com. I know eacYiAaine) «xvd every alley greei^ 1^ 
Ding-le, or busliy de\i o? VScoa^viSJi^wA, 1^ 
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And every bosky boum from side to side. 
My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood; 
And if ycMir stray attendance be yet lodged. 
Or ahroud within these limits, I shall know 
£re morrow wake, or the low-roosted lark 
From her thatch'd pallet rouse ; if otherwise, 
I can conduct you. Lady, to a low 
But loyal cotti^, where you may be safe 
Till fbrther quest. 

JLad, Shepherd I take thy word, 
And trust thy honest ofTer'd courtesy. 
Which oft is sooner found in lowly sheds 
^l^th smoky rafters, than in tap'stry halls 
In coorts of princes, where it first was nara'd. 
And yet is most pretended : in a place 
Iieas warranted than this, or less secure, 
I cannot be, that I should fear to change it. — 
Eye me, bless'd Providence, and square my trial 
To my proportion'd strength. — Shepherd, lead on. 

[Exeunt. 

Enter the Two Bbothers. 

JEV. Br, Unmuffle, ye faint stars; and thou, fair 
moon, 
Thftt wont'st to love the traveller's benison. 
Stoop thy pale visage through an amber cloud. 
And disinherit Chaos, that reigns here 
In double nig^t of darkness and of shades ; 
Or, if your influence be quite dam'd up 
m^fth black usurping mists, some gently taper. 
Though a rush-candle from the wicker hole 
Of some clay habitation, visit us 
With thy long-levell'd rule of streaming light ; 
And thou shalt be our star of Arcady, 
Op Tyrian Cynosure. 
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Sec. Br. Or, if our eyes 
Be barr'd that happiness, might we but hear 
The folded flocks penn'd in their wattled cotes. 
Or sound of pastoral reed with oaten stops. 
Or whistle from the lodge, or village cock 
Count the night watches to his feathery dmmes^ 
'Twould be some solace yet, some httle cheerily. 
In this close dungeon ci iimumerous boughs. 
But, O that hapless virgin, our lost Sister ! 
Where may she wander now, whither betake her 
From the chiU dew, among rude burs and thislks P 
Perhaps some cold bank is her bolster now. 
Or 'gainst the rugged bark of some broad elm 
Leans her unpillow'd head, fraught with sad fcaftfu 
What, if in wild amazement and affright ? 
Or, while we speak, within the direful grasp 
Of savage himger, or of savage heat ? 

El. Br. Peace, Brother ; be not over exquisite 
To cast the fashion of uncertain evils : 
For grant they be so, while they rest unknown. 
What need a man forestai his date of grief. 
And run to meet what he would most avoid ? 
Or if they be but false alarms of fear. 
How bitter is such self-delusion ! 
I do not think my Sister so to seek. 
Or so unprincipled in Virtue's book. 
And the sweet peace that goodness bosoms ever, 
As that the single want of light and noise 
(Not being in danger, as I trust she is not) 
Could stir the constant mood of her calm thought^ 
And put them into misbecoming plight. 
Virtue could see to do what Virtue would 
By her own radiant light, though sun and moon 
H^ere in the flat aesi s\xciik.. Kxvd Wisdom's self 



coMtrs. 227 

Oft seeks to sweet retired solitude ; 
Where, with her best nurse. Contemplation, 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings, 
lliat in the various bustle of resort 
Were all-to ruffled, and sometimes impaired. 
He, that has light vdthin his own clear breast 
Hmj ait i' the centre, and enjoy bright day: 
But he, that hides a dark soul and foul thoughts, 
Beni^^ted walks under the mid-day sun ; 
Himself is his own dungeon. 

See. Br, 'Tis most true. 
That munng Meditation most affects 
Tile pennve secrecy of desert cell. 
Fur from the cheerful haunt of men and herds^ 
And aits as safe as in a senate-house ; 
Fdr who would rob a hermit of his weeds. 
His few books, or his beads, or maple dish, 
Or do his gmy hairs any violence ? 
But Beauty, like the fair Hesperian tree 
Laden with blooming gold, had need the guard 
Of dragon-watch with imenchanted eye. 
To save her blossoms, and defend her fruit. 
From the rash hand of bold Incontinence. 
You may as weU spread out the imsun'd hcap«( 
Of misers' treasure by an outlaw's den. 
And tell me it is safe, as bid me hope 
Danger will wink on Opportunity, 
And let a single helpless maiden pass 
Uninjur'd in this wild surrounding waste. 
Of night, or lonehness, it recks me not ; 
I fear the dread events that dog them both. 
Lest some iU-grceting touch attempt the persor. 
Of our unowned Sister. 

JSi, Br. I do not. Brother, 



Mj Sister IB not ao deTenceless left 

Aa ytM inui^ae t she hu % hidden 117611 

Which jon retnember not. 

Sec. Br. What hidden strength, 
Unless the strength of Heaven, if you m 

El. Br. Imeanthattoo, butyetahiddc 
Which, if Heaven gave it, may be term'i 
'Tis Chistity, my Brother, Chastity : 
She, that has that, is clad in complete at 
And, like a quiver'd Nytnph with urow 
May trace huge forests, and unharbour*!: 
Infamous hills, and sandy perilous wilda 
Where, through the sacred raj's of Chs4 
No savage fierce, bandite, or mountainei 
Will dare to soil her virgin purity ; 
Yea there, where very DeaoUtion dwell 
By grots and caverns di>gg*d with horri 
She may pass on with unblench'd majest 
_ ^-, ._ , Be it not done in pride, or in presumptii 

^^HUl, Some say, no evil thing that walks by ni. 



C07SUS, 22& 

^ Bilver-shafted queen, for ever chaste, 
therewith she tam'd the brinded lioness 
md spotted mountain-pard, but set at nought 
lie fHvolous bolt of Cupid ; gods and men [woods, 
ear'd her stem frown, and she was queen o' the 
^hxt was that snaky-headed Gorgon shield, 
"hat wise Minerva wore, unconquer'd virgin, 
Hiepewith she freez'd her foes to congeal'd stone, 
ut rigid looks of chaste austerity, 
nd noble g^ce, that dash'd brute violence 
^ith sudden adoration and blank awe ? 
> dear to Heaven is saintly Chastity, 
bat, when a soul is found sincerely so, 
thousand liveried Angels lackey her, 
riving far off each thing of sin and guilt ; 
id, in clear dream and solemn vision, 
ill her tlungs that no gross ear can hear ; 
11 oft converse with heavenly habitants 
g^n to cast a beam on the' outward shape, 
le unpolluted temple of the mind, 
id turns it by degrees to the soul's essence, 
U all be made immortal : but when Lust, 
unchaste looks, loose gestures, and foul talk, 
t most by lewd and lavish act of sin, 
ts in defilement to the inward parts, 
e soul grows clotted by contagion, 
bodies, and imbrutes, till she quite lose 
e divine pBoperty of her first being. 
ch are those thick and gloomy shadows damp, 
t seen in chamel vaults and sepulchres 
igering, and sitting by a new-made g^rave, 
loth to leave the body that it lov'd, 
d link'd itself by carnal sensuality 
a degenerate and degraded state. 
rnr.. vrr. v 
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Sec. Br, How channing is divine Philos< 
Not harsh, and crabbed, as dull fools suppos 
But muncal as is Apollo's lute ; 
And a perpetual feast of nectar'd sweets. 
Where no crude surfeit reigns. 

El. Br, List, list ; I hear 
Some fiir-off halloo break the silent air. 

Sec. B. Methought so too ; what should 

El. B. For certain 
Cither some one like us night-founder'd hei 
Or else some neighbour woodman, or, at W( 
Some roving robber calling to his fellows. 

Sec. B. Heaven keep my Sister ! Agsun, ag 
Best draw, and stand upon our guard. 

EI.B. rU halloo: 
If he be friendly, he comes well; if not. 
Defence is a good cause, and Heaven be foi 

Enter the Attewdaitt Spirit, habited W 

shepherd. 

That halloo I should know ; what are you ? s 
Come not too near, you fall on iron stakes e 

Spir. Wliat voice is that ? niy young Lord 
again. 

Sec. B. O Brother, 'tis my father's shepher 

El. B. Thyrsis ? Whose artful strains have 
The huddling brook to hear his madrigal. 
And sweeten'd every muskrose of the dale i 
How cam'st thou here, good sw^n ? hath ai 
Slipt from the fold, or young kid lost his da 
Or straggling wether the pent flock forsool 
How could'st thou find this dark sequester'ci 

Spir. O my lov'd master's heir, and his n< 
r came not here on 3Mc\x ^ trivial tov 
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^ As a strayM ewe, or to pursue the stealth 
, Of pitfering^ wolf; not all the fleecy wealth, 
; That doth enrich these downs, is worth a thought 
t To this my errand, and the care it brought. 
Bat, O my ^rgin Lady, where is she ? 
^ow cha&ce she is not in your company ? 

£2. B. To tell thee sadly. Shepherd, without 
Or our neglect, we lost her as we came. [blame, 
i^ftfr. Ay me unhappy ! then my fears are true. 
EL B, What fears, good Thyrsis? Pr'ythee briefly 
8pir, I'll tell ye ; 'tis not vain or fabulous, [shew. 
(though so esteem'd by shallow ignorance) 
"What the sage poets, taught by the' heavenly Muse, 
Storied of old in high immortal verse. 
Of dire chimeras, and enchanted isles. 
And rifted rocks whose entrance leads to Hell ; 
For such there be, but unbelief is blind. 
Within the navel of this hideous wood, 
Inmrar'd in cypress shades a sorcerer dwells. 
Of Bacchus and of Circe bom, great Comus, 
Deep akill'd in all his mother's witcheries ; 
And here to every thirsty wanderer 
By aly enticement g^ves his baneful cup, 
With many murmurs mix'd, whose pleasing poison 
Tile visage quite transforms of him that drinks, 
[ ' And the inglorious likeness of a beast 
^ Fixes instead, unmoulding reason's mintage 

Character'd in the face : this have I learnt 
^. Tending my flocks hard by i' the hUly crofts. 

That brow this bottom-glade ; whence night by night 
\ ^ Be and his monstrous rout are heard to howl, 
i like stabled wolves, or tigers at their prey, 
-' Doing abhorred rites to Hecat6 

In their obscured haunts of inmost; bowers. 



232 coxuK. 

Yet liave they many baits, and guileful spells. 
To' inveigle and invite the' unwary sense 
Of them that pass unweeting by the way. 
This evening late, by then the chewing flocks 
Had ta'en their supper on the savoury herb 
Of knot-grass dew-besprent, and were in fold, 
f sat me down to watch upon a bank 
With ivy canopied, and interwove 
With flaunting honeysuckle, and began. 
Wrapt in a pleasing flt of melancholy. 
To meditate my rural minstrelsy 
Till Fancy had her fill ; but, ere a close. 
The wonted roar was up amidst the woodi^ 
And flll'd the air with barbarous dissonance ; 
At which I ceas'd, and Usten'd them a while, 
Till an unusual stop of sudden ^ence 
Gave respite to the drowsy frighted steeds. 
That draw the litter of close-curlain'd Sleep : 
At last a soft and solemn-breathing sound 
Rose like a steam of rich distill'd perfumes. 
And stole upon the air, tliat even Silence 
Was took ere she was ware, and wish'd she migl 
Deny her nature, and be never more. 
Still to be so displac'd. I was all ear. 
And took in strains that might create a soul 
Under the ribs of Death ! but O ! ere long". 
Too well I did perceive it was the voice 
Of my most honour*d J^ady, your dear Sister. 
Amaz'd I stood, harrow'd witli grief and fear. 
And, O poor hapless nigh^ngale, thought I, 
How sweet thou sing^st, how near tlie deadly snar 
Then down tlie lawns I ran with headlong haste, 
Through paths and turnings often trod by day, 
TU), ^idcd by mine ear, I found the place» 



Where that damn'd wisard, hid in sly disguise, 
(For so by certain signs I knew) had met 
Already, ere my best speed could prevent. 
The aidless innocent Lady, his wish'd prey ; 
Who gently ask'd if he had seen such two, 
Supposing him some neighbour villager. 
Longer I durst not stay, but soon I guess'd 
Ye were the two she meant ; with that 1 sprung 
Into swift flight, tiU I had found you here ; 
But further know I not. 

Sec, Mr. O night, and shades ! 
How are ye join'd with Hell in triple knot 
Agiunst the' unarmed weakness of one virgin. 
Alone, and helpless ! Is this the confidence 
You gave me, Brother ? 

EH, Br, Yes, and keep it still ; 
Lean on it safely ; not a period 
Shall be unsaid for mc : against the threats 
Of malice, or of sorcery, or that power 
Which erring men call Chance, this I hold flrrn, — 
Virtue may be assail'd, but never hurt, 
Surpris'd by unjust force, but not enthralled ; 
Yea, even that, which mischief meant most harm. 
Shall in the happy trial prove most glory : 
But evil on itself shall back recoil. 
And mix no more with goodness ; when at last 
C^ather'd like scum, and settled to itself. 
It shall be in eternal restless change 
Self-fed, and self-consumed : if this fail. 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenness, [on. 

And earth's base built on stubble. — But come, let's 
Against the' opposing will and arm of Heaven 
May never this just sword be lifted up ; 
But for that damn'd magician, let him be girt 

T7 2 
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With all tke grisly Icfpons that troop 
Under the sooty flag of Acheron, 
Harpies and Hydras, or all the monstrous fonni 
'Twixt Africa and Ind, I'll find him out. 
And force him to return his purchase back. 
Or drag him by the curls to a foul death, 
Curs'd as his life. 

iSf^V. Alas! g^od venturous Youth, 
I love thy courage yet, and bold emprise ; 
But here thy sword can do thee little stead; 
Far other arms and other weapons must 
Be tliose, that quell the might of hellish charmi: 
He, with his bare wand, can unthread thy jmntfl^ 
And crumble all thy sinews. 

EL Br. Why pr'ythee, Shepherd, 
How durst thou then tliyself approach so near. 
As to make this relation ? 

Sjdr. Care, and utmost shifts, 
How to secure tlie lady from surprisal, 
Brouglit to my mind a certain shepherd lad. 
Of small regard to sec to, yet well skill'd 
In every virtuous plant, and healing herb, 
That spreads her verdant leaf to' the morning ray: 
He lov'd me well, and oft would beg me sing; 
Which when I did, he on the tender gi'ass 
Would sit, and hearken ev'n to ecstasy. 
And in requital ope his leathern scrip, 
And show me simples of a thousand names. 
Telling their strange and vigorous faculties : 
Amongst tlie rest a small unsightly root. 
But of divine effect, he cuU'd me out; 
The leaf was darkish, and had prickles on it, 
But in anotlier country, as he said, 
Vortf n bright golden flovf ^t» bxxX ival vxv this soil . 
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0, and like eeteem'd, and the dull swain 
n it daily with his clouted shoon : 
more med'cinal b it than that Holy, 
ines once to wise Ulysses gave ; 

it Hxmony, and gave it me, 
I me .keep it as of sovereign use 
1 enchantments, mildew blast, or damp« 
y furies' apparition, 
t up, but little reckoning made, 
that this extremity compellM : 
I find it true ; for by this means 
le foul enchanter though disg^uisM, 
he very lime-twigs of his speUs, 
:ame oif : if you have this about you, 

g^ve you when we go) you may 
Nuilt the necromancer's hall ; 
he be, with dauntless hardihood 
dish'd blade rush on him ; break his glafis,. 

the luscious liquor on the ground, 
his wand ; though he and his curs'd crew 
n of battle make, and menace high, 
e sons of Vulcan vomit smoke, 
bey soon retire, if he but shrink. 

Thyrsis, lead on apace, I'll follow thee ; 

good Angel bear a shield before us. 

changes to a stately palctcey set out -with all 
of deUciousness r soft muHcy tables spread 

dainties, Cokus appears toith his rabble^ 
Ladt set in an enchanted chair^ to rohom 
8 his glass, which she puts by, and goes 

rise. 

OOMITS. 

', sit; if I but wave this wand, 
es are dU chian'd up in alab«8ter, 



Here dwell no frowtu, nor an^r ; from tlu 
Sorrow flies br: see, here be all the pleai 
That fancy cui beget on jouthful thoughti 
When the fresh blood grows lively, snd re 
Briak aa the April buds in primrose -season 
And first, behold this cordial julep here, 
Thit flames and dances iti his cryst^ boun 
With qjirita of balm and fragrant strops m 
Not that Nepenthes, which the wife of Hu 
In Egypt gave to Jove-bom Helena, 
Is of such power to stir up Joy as thiEI, 
To life so friendly, or so cool to thirst. 
Why riumld you be so cruel to yoimelf. 
And to those dainty limbs, which Nature li 
For gentle usage and soft delicacy ! 
But you invert the covenants of her trust, 
And harshly deal, hke an ill borrower. 
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'as this the cottag^e, and the safe abode, 
turn told'st me of? What grim aspects are these, 
tiese ugly-headed monsters ? Mercy g^uard me ! 
ence with thy brew'd enchantments, foul deceiver ! 
ist thou betray'd my credulous innocence 
itfa ▼iaor'd falsehood and base forgery ? 
od wouldst thou seek agsdn to trap me here 
itli lickerish baits, fit to ensnare a brute P 
ere it a draught for Jimo when she banquets, 
irould not taste thy treasonous offer ; none 
it such as are good men can give good things -, 
id that, which is not gpood, is not delicious 
» a well-govem'd and wise appetite. 
C^m, O foolishness of men! that lend their ears 
» tliose budge doctors of the Stoic for, 
id fetch their precepts from the Cynic tub, 
aising the lean and sallow Abstinence. 
herefore did Nature pour her bounties forth 
ith such a full and unwithdrawing hand, 
vering the earth with odours, fruits, and flocks^ 
irong^ng the seas with spawn innumerable, 
t all to please and sate the curious taste ? 
.d set to work millions of spinmng worms, 
at in their green shops weave the smooth-liair'd 
deck her sons; and, that no comer might [silk, 
vacant of her plenty, in her own loins 
e hutch'd the' aU-worship'd ore, and precious 
store her children with : if all the world [g^ems, 
ould in a pet of temperance feed on pulse, 
ink the clear stream, and nothing wear but frieze, 
e' AU-giver would be unthank'd, would be un- 
t half his riches known, and yet despis'd ; [prais'd, 
d we should serve him as a g^dging master, 
a penurious niggard of his wealth ; 
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And live like Nature's bastards, not her sons. 
Who would be quite surcharg'd with her own w< 
And strangled vdth her waste fertility ; [ph 
The* earth cumber'd, and the wing*d air dark'd 
The herds would over-multitude their lords, 
The sea o'erfraught would swell, and the unm 

diamonds 
Would so imblaze the forehead of the deep. 
And so bestud with stars, that they below 
Would grow inur'd to light, and come at last 
To gaze upon the sun with shameless brows. 
List, Lady ; be not coy, and be not cozen'd 
With that same vaunted name. Virginity. 
Beauty is Nature's coin, must not be hoarded. 
But must be current ; and the good thereof 
Consists in mutual and partaken bliss. 
Unsavoury in the* enjoyment of itself: 
If you let slip time, like a neglected rose 
It withers on the stalk with languish'd head. 
Beauty is Nature's brag, and must be shown 
In courts, at feasts, and high solemnities. 
Where most may wonder at the workmanship ; 
It is for homely features to keep home. 
They had their name thence ; coarse complexi 
And cheeks of sorry grain, will serve to ply 
The sampler and to tease the housewife's wool. 
Wliat need a vermeil-tinctur'd lip for tliat, 
Love-darting eyes, or tresses like tlie Morn ? 
There was another meaning in these gifts ; 
Think what, and be advis'd ; you are but younj 
Laff. I had not thought to have uulock'd my 
In this unhallow'd air, but that this juggler 
Would think to cliarm my judgment, as mine e^ 
Obtruding false ruiea pXMvt'd in reason's garb. 



te when Vice can bolt her ai^^uments, 
I Virtue has no tongue to check her pride.— 
ofltor ! do not charge most innocent Nature, 
f she would her children should be riotous 
h her abundance ; she, good cateress, 
AS her provision only to the good, 
t live according to her sober laws, 
. holy dictate of spare Temperance : 
rery just man, tliat now pines with want, 
. but a moderate and beseeming share 
hat which lewdly-pamper*d Luxury 
r heAps upon some few with vast excess, 
ire's full blessingfs would be well dispens'd 
nsuperfluous even proportion, 
. she no whit incumber*d with her store ; 
. then the Giver would be better thank'd, 
praise due paid ; for s^^dnish Gluttony 
tt looks to Heaven amidst his gorgeous feast, 
with besotted base ingratitude 
us, and blasphemes his Feeder. Shall I go on ? 
lave I said enough ? To him that dares 
I his profane tongue with contemptuous words 
inst the sun-clad power of Chastity, 
t would I something say, yet to what end ? 
u hast nor car, nor soul, to apprehend 
sublime notion and high mystery, 
t must be uttered to unfold the sage 
serious doctrine of Virginity ; 
thou art worthy that thou shouldst not know 
e happiness than this thy present lot. 
>y. youir dear wit, and gay rhetoric, 
t hath so well been taught her dazzling fence ; 
u art not fit to hear thyself convinc'd : 
should I try, the uncontrolled worth 



2140 C0K1ZB. 

Of this pure cause would kindle my rapt spirit 
To such a flame of s^unred vehemence. 
That dumb things would be mov'd to S3mipath 
And the brute Earth would lend her nerv< 
Till all thy magic structures, rear'd so high, [i 
Were shatter'd into heaps o'er thy false head. 

Com, She fables not ; I feel that I do fear 
Her words set off by some superior power ; 
And though not mortal, yet a cold shuddering 
Dips me all o*er, as when the wrath of Jove 
Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebus, 
To some of Saturn's crew. I must dissemblej 
And try her yet more strongly. — Come, no mc 
This is mere moral babble, and direct 
Against the canon laws of our foundation ; 
I must not suffer this ; yet 'tis but the lees 
And settlings of a melancholy blood : 
But this will cure all straight ; one sip of this 
Will bathe the drooping spirits in delight. 
Beyond the bliss of dreams. Be wise, and tast 

The Bbothebs rush in -mth swords dra-wn, xvr 
glaaa out of Ma hand, and break it against thegi 
his rout make sign of resistance, but are all i 
in. The Attexdaxt Spirit comes in. 

aPiniT. 

What, have you let the false enchanter 'scape ? 

O ye mistook, ye should have snatch'd his wan^ 

And bound him fast ; without his rod revers'd, 

And backward mutters of dissevering power. 

We cannot free the Lady that sits here 

In stony fetters fix'd, and motionless : 

Yd stay, be not distvxxVd*. ivo^ I bethink mp. 
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Some otlier means I have which may be us*d, 
Which once of Melibccus old I learnt. 
The soothest shepherd that e'er pipM on plains. 
There is a gentle Nymph not far from hence, 
That with moist curb sways the smooth Severn 
Sabrina is her name, a virgin pure ; [stream, 

lYhilom she was the daughter of Locrine, 
That had tlie sceptre from his father Brute. 
She, guiltless damsel, flying' the mad pursuit 
Of hep enraged stepdame Guendolen, 
Commended her fair innocence to the flood. 
That staid her flight with his cross-flowing course. 
The water-nymphs, that in tlie bottom play'd. 
Held up their pearled vvrists, and took her in, 
Bearing her strjught to aged Nereus' hall ; 
Who, piteous of her woes, rear'd her lank head. 
And gave her to liis daughters to imbathe 
In nectar'd lavcrs, strcw'd with asphodel ; 
And through the poi*ch and inlet of each scnst- 
DropM in ambrosial oils, till she reviv'd, 
And underwent u quick immortal change. 
Made goddess of tlio river : still she retains 
Her maiden gv nUencsj. and oft at eve 
Visits the herds along the twilight meadowb, 
Helping all urcliMi blasts, and ill-luck signs 
That the shrewd nicddliiitj elf delights to make. 
Which she with precious vial'd liquors heals ; 
For which the shephei-ds at their festivals 
Car(»l her goodness loud in rustic lays, 
Aiid throw s\\ eet garland wreaths into her strewr 
Of punsles, pinks, and gaudy daffodils. 
And. :is the old sv'iiin said, she can unlock 
Tl.e .::ns:.iiig rliann, and thaw t!ie numbing spell, 
ii'.:. he r'ifrht invoked in warbled sotx?; •, 

roi. \ I J X 
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For nuddenhood she loves, and will be ssnft 
To aid a Tirgin, such as was herself 
In hard-besetting need ; this will I try. 
And add the power of some adjuring verse. 

scire. 

Sabrina fair. 

Listen where thou art sitting 
Under the glassy, cool, translucent wave. 

In twisted braids of lilies knitting 
The loose train of thy amber-dropping hair ■, 

Listen for dear honour's sake, 

Goddess of the silver lake. 
Listen, and save. 
Listen, and appear to us. 
In name of great Oceanus ; 
By the* earth-shaking Neptune's mace. 
And Tethys' g^ve majestic pace. 
By hoary Nereus' wrinkled look, 
And the Carpathian wizard's hook. 
By scaly Triton's winding shell, 
And old sootli-saying Glaucus' spelJ, 
By Leucothea's lovely hands. 
And her son that rules tlie strands. 
By Thetis' tinsel-slipper'd feet. 
And the songs of Siren's sweet. 
By dead Parthenope's dear tomb. 
And fair Ligea's golden comb. 
Wherewith she sits on diamond rocks. • 
Sleeking her soft alluring locks; 
By all the Nymphs that nightly dance 
Upon thy streams with wily glance, 
Rise, rise, and heave thy rosy hoad. 
Trom thy corai-pa.vexv>atd. 
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I bridle in thy headlong wave, 
thou our summons answer'd have. 

Listen, and save. 

MTSJk rites, attended by Water-nymphs, andtings. 

the rashy-fring^d bank, 

ere grows the willow and the osier dank, 

[y Aiding chariot stays, 

sk set with agate, and the azure sheen 

urkis blue, and emerald green, 

hat in the channel strays ; 

list from off the waters fleet 

s I set my printless feet 

* the cowslip's velvet head, 

hat bends not as I tread ; 

tie Swain, at thy request, 

am here. 

ft. Goddess dear, 

implore thy powerful hand 

indo the charmed band 

rue virgin here distress'd, 

ough the force, and through the wile, 

.nbless'd enchanter vile. 

ibr. Shepherd, 'tis my office best 

lelp ensnared chastity : 

phtest I-4idy, look on me ; 

s I sprinkle on thy breast 

ps, that from my fountain pure 

ve kept, of precious cure ; 

ice upon thy finger's tip, 

ice upon thy rubied lip : 

t this marble venom'd seat, 

lar'd with gums of glutinous heat, 

iich with chaste palms moist and cold-.— 

' the spell hath lost his hold, 
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And I QiUBt lingte, ere monimg liour, 
'I'o M ut !ii AiDpfaitiite's bower. 

Sabkj.«a detc^ndi, and the Lady lite^ ou 

9eat. 

Sp. \'irgiii, (laughter of Locrinc: 
*^p^ung- of' old .\ncLuseii' line, 
Ibv "Jjv brimnied uaveii for this 
Tlieir full tribute never imiiB 
From a tiiouKUid petty nils, 
Tlijii tumble down tlie snowy liiJii . 
Siinuiier drouth^ or sing'cd air. 
Never scorch tbv tresses fair. 
Nor wet October's torrent flood 
Thv molten cnstal fill with mud; 
Mav tliv billows roll ashore 
'flit benl and the gf>lden ore ; 
Mav thv Joftv head be crownM 
With many a tower and terrace njund, 
An<l here and tliere thy banks njicn 
With '^Titxiz.'s of myrrh and ciniiainni. 

il<m\iz, Tady, wiii]e Heaven lends us gnic 
J^et us fly this cursed place, 
Lest the sorcerer us entice 
Willi some otiier new device. 
Not a w aste or needless stjund, 
Till we come to holier ground ; 
I shall be your faithful guide 
'i'hrough tliis gloomy covert wide. 
And not many furlongs thence 
Is your Father's residence, 
Where this night are met in slate. 
Many a friend to gratulate 
Hj« wiih'd presence ; and beside 
-AXf the swaiiiB, tUat Uvete ixWvCi^:, 
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jigs and rural dance resort ; 
lall catch th6m at their sport, 
ur sudden coming there 
lo^fole all their mirth and cheer ; 
, let us haste, the stars grow high, 
gfit sits monarch yet in the mid sky. 

cene changes^ fireaenHng Ludlorw tovm and the 
udenfa castle f then come in Country Dancers, 
" them the Attewbant Spirit, Toith the Two 
THEBS, and the Last. 

soiro. 

Back, Shepherds, back; enough your play, 
:xt sun-shine holiday : 
>e, without duck or nod, 
trippings to be trod 
.ter toes, and such court g^se 
rcury did first devise, 
he mincing dryades, 
lawns, and on the leas. 

icond Song presents them to their Father and 
JkTother. 

Lord, and Lady bright, 
brought ye new deUght ; 
ehold so goodly grown 
fair branches of your own ; 
I hath timely tried their youth, 
aith, their patience, and their truth, 
nt them here through hard assays 
crown of deathless praise, 
mph in victorious dance 
usual Folly and Intemperance. 

X 2 
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The Dances ended, the SriaiT epilogidset. 

Sp. To the ocean now I fly. 
And those happy climes that lie 
Where day never shuts his eye. 
Up in the broad fields of the sky : 
There I suck the liquid air 
All amidst the g^ardens £ur 
Of Hesperus, and his daughters three 
That sing about the gulden tree : 
Along the crisped shades and bowers 
Revels the spruce and jocund Spring ; 
The Graces, and the rosy-bosom'd Hours, 
Thither all tlieir bounties bring ; 
There eternal Summer dwells. 
And West-Winds, with musky wing, 
About the cedar'd alleys fling 
Nard and Cassia's balmy smells. 
Iris there witli humid bow 
Waters the odorous banks, that blow 
Flowers of more mingled hue 
Than her purfled scarf can shew; 
And drenches with £lysian dew 
(List, mortals, if your ears be true) 
Beds of hyacinth and roses. 
Where young Adonis oft reposes. 
Waxing well of his deep wound 
In slumber sofl, and on the ground 
Sadly sits the' Assyrian queen : 
But far above in spangled sheen 
Celestial Cupid, her fam'd son, advanced, 
Holds his dear Psyche sweet entranc'd. 
After her wandering labours long. 
Till free consent the gods among 



m 



ler hit etemtl bride^ 

im her ftir unqpotted ilde 

iMfiil twini are to be boniy 

mdJoy; 80 Jove, hath flvrom. 

low my talk ia amooliily doiie» 

f , or I can run, 

r to the green earth'a end, 

the bow*d welkin atow doth hcnd» 

an thence can aoar aa aoon 

c<»ner8 of the moon.' 

lb, that would iUlow me, 

irtne; ahe akme ia free : 

I teach ye how to cfimb 

than the qpheij dmne; 

irtue feeble were, 

i itself would atoop to h^r. 
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In this MoHODT, the author bewaiU a learned friend^* 
unjhrtunately dnnmed in his pa»9agefrf>m Chester 
9n the Irish seas, 1637 •• and by occasion foretels 
the ruin of our corrupted clergy, then in their 
height. 

Yet once more, O ye laurels, and once more. 
Ye myrtles brown, with ivy never-sere, 
I come to pluck your berries harsh and crude ; 
And, ^nth forc'd fingers rude, 
Shatter your leaves before the melio^^g year : 
Bitter constraint, and sad occasion dear. 
Compels me to disturb your season due : 
For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime. 
Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer : 
Who would not sing for Lycidas ? He knew 
Ifimself to ung, and build the lofty rhyme. 

• Edwiiid King, Esq. the loo of Sir Joliii King, knigbt, lecictiry 
l»rlff«hind. He was nilmg from Cheftcr to Ireluid, on a visit to 
bii friendi in that country, when, in calm weather, not flur firom the 
KnRlish eottit, the ship struck upon a roi'k, and suddenly sunk to 
lie bottom with all that were on board, Auifuit 10, 1037. Mr. King: 
aras a felloir of Chmt*B College^ Cambridge. 
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He must not float upon his watery bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind. 
Without tlie meed of some melodious tear. 

Begin then. Sisters of the sacred well. 
That from beneath the seat of Jove doth spring; 
Begin, and somewhat loudly sweep the string. 
Hence with denial vain, and coy excuse : 
So may some gentle Muse 
With lucky words favour my destin'd um j 
And, as he passes, turn. 
And bid fair peace be to my sable shroud. 
For we were nurs'd upon tlie self-same hill. 
Fed the same flock by fountain, shade, and riU. 
Together both, ere the high lawns appeared 
Under the opening eye-lids of the mom^ 
We drove afield, and both together heard 
What time the gray-fly winds her sultry horn. 
Battening our flocks with the fresh dews of night. 
Oft till the star, that rose, at evening, bright, 
Tow'rd heaven's descent had slop'd his westering 
Meanwhile the rural ditties were not mute, [wheel 
Tempered to the* oaten flute ; 
Rough Satyrs danc'd, and Fauns with cloven heel 
From the glad sound would not be absent long ; 
And old Damoetas lov'd to hear our song. 

But, O the heavy change, now thou art gone. 
Now thou art gone, and never must return ! 
Thee, Shepherd, thee the woods, and desert caves 
With wild thyme and the gadding vine o'ergrown, 
And all their echoes mourn : 
The willows, and tlie hazel copses green. 
Shall now no more be seen 
Fanning their joyous leaves to thy soft lays. 
Ah killing as the caxi[k.e.t \o ^^ icwfc^ 
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Or taint-worm to the weanling-herds that graze, 
Or frost to flowers, that their gay wardrobe wear. 
When first the white-thorn blows ; 
Such, Lycidas, thy loss to shepherd's ear. 

Where were ye. Nymphs, when the remorseless 
Clos'd o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas ? [deep 
For neither were ye plajdng on the steep, 
Where your old bards, tiie famous Druids, lie. 
Nor on the shaggy top of Mona* lugh. 
Nor yet where Devaf spreads her wizard stream -. 
Ay me! I fondly dream ! 

Had ye been there — ^for what could that have done f 
What could the Muse herself that Orpheus bore. 
The Muse herself, for her enchanting son^ 
Whom universal Nature did lament, 
When, by the rout that made the hideous roar, 
Ifis gory visage down the stream was sent, 
Down the swift Hcbrus to the Lesbian shore ? 

Alas ! what boots it with incessant care 
To tend the homely, sUghted, shepherd's trade, 
And strictly meditate the thankless Mum ? 
Were it not better done, as others use," 
To sport with Amar}'llis in the shade. 
Or with the tangles of Nexra's hair ? 
Fame is the spur that the clear spirit doth raise 
(That last infirmity of noble mind) 
To scorn delights, and live laborious days ; 
Bat the fair guerdon when we hope to find. 
And think to burst out into sudden blaze. 
Comes the blind Fury with the* abhorred shears, 

* The itlet of Angletey and of Maa haye both ahared this tide. 
tThemerDce; (he ancient boundary between Rog|aiida«vl 
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And slits the thin-spun life. ' But not the praisCi' 

Phoebus replied, and touch'd my trembling ears; 

' Fame is no plant that grows on mortal soil. 

Nor in the glistering foil. 

Set off to' the world, nor in broad rumour lies; 

But lives and spreads aloft by those pure eyes, 

And perfect witness of al^judging Jove 

As he pronounces lastly on each deed. 

Of so much fame in Heaven expect thy meed.' 

O fountain Arethuse, and thou honoured flood, 
Smooth-sliding Mincius,* crown'd with vocal reeds 
That strain I heard was of a higher mood : 
But now my oat proceeds. 
And listens to the herald of the sea 
That came in Neptune's plea ; 
He ask'd the waves, and ask'd the felon winds. 
What hard mishap hath doom'd this gentle swain ? 
And question'd every gust of rugged winds 
That blows from off each beaked promontory : 
They knew not of his stor}' ; 
And sage Hippotadesf their answer brings, 
Tliat not a blast was from his dungeon stray'd ; 
The air was calm, and on the level brine 
Sleek Panopet witli all her sisters play'd. 
[t was that fatal and perfidious bark. 
Built in the* eclipse, and rigg'd with curses dark, 
That sunk so low that sacred head of thine. 

Next Camus, reverend sire, went footing slow, 
flis mantle hairy, and his bonnet sedge. 
Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 

• A river of Venetia, on whose banks Virgil was bom. 
tRolus. the !»on.of Kjp^t&i. 

4 One of the licteVdes^ n«Yio -««& «MSCGQ!EnA>j>aDNc^«^\c<i\s«sioe0 
in storms. 



vamu». dtf3 

:o that MiigiiiM floww ineortVd with ifot. 

who hftth rdt (quoth he) jny deareit pMft F* 

•me, And hwt did go^ 

ilot* of the GdUean hdke ; 

aumy keys he bwe of metals twidity 

jfolden opea^ the iron shuts amah^) 

x>k his miter'd locks, and stern bespake : 

irell could I have spar'd for thee, jrounytwalib 

of such, as for their bellies' sake 

, and intrude, and cfimb into the fM ? < 

er care they little reckOiliQi^ make^ 

low to scnonble at tiie ^icilreni' BuMt 

toTe away the worthy hidden |;ueat| - {held 

nouths ! that scared themselves know how to 

ip-hook, or have leam'd au|^t else the- least 

> the ftithfbl herdman's art belongs f [sped ; 

recks it them? What need they ? Theyare^ 

rhen they list, their lean aiid flashy songs 

an their scrannel pipes of wretched straw i 

mgry sheep look up, and are not fed, 

rohi with wind and the rank mist they draw, 

hardly, and foul contagion spread : 

B what the grim wolf with privy paw 

levours apace, and nothing said : 

It two-handed engine at the door 

ready to smite once, and smite no more/ 

m Alpheus, the dread voice is past, 

irunk thy streams ; return, Sicilian Muse, 

ill the vales, and bid them hither cast 

}c]ls, and flowerets of a thousand hues. 

ej^B low, where the mild whispers use 

}e8, and wanton winds, and g;\x%Yk\Xi^\)it^)K3te^^ 

se frc3h hp the 8wart-a\ar v^i^t^Vi Vi^J*^\ 

* Saint Petflor. 
rr. , 
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Throw hither all your quaint enamell'd ejes, 
That on the g^reen turf suck tlic honied f^oweri 
And purple all the g^round with vernal flowers. 
Bring the rathe primrose that forsaken dies. 
The tufted crow-toe, and pale jessamine. 
The white pink, and the pansy freak'd with jet. 
The glowing violet. 

The musk-rose, and the weU-attir'd woodbine, 
With cowslips wan that hang the pensive head. 
And every flower that sad embroidery wears : 
Bid amaranthus all his beauty shed, 
And dafladillies fill their cups with tears, 
To strew the laureat herse where Lycid lies. 
For, so to interpose a Uttle ease, 
Let our frail thoughts dally with false surmise ; 
Ay me ! whilst thee the shores and sounding seu 
Wash far away, where'er thy bones are hurl'd, 
Whether beyond the stormy Hebrides, 
Where thou perhaps, under the whelming tide, 
Visit'st the bottom of tlie monstrous world ; 
Or whether thou, to our moist vows denied, 
Sleep'st by the fable of Bellerus* old. 
Where the great Vision of the guarded Mount,f 
Looks toward Namancos:^ and Bayona's hold ; 
Look homeward. Angel, now, and melt with ruth : 
And, O ye dolphins, waft the hapless youth. 

* AComuhg^anC 

t Moant St. Michael; not far from the I^nd*t End in Comwall 

whence at low water it it acceuible. The guarded mount, layi Mr 

Warton^isiimply the /0rti/7«d mount; and the great vuion'u the 

ftmous apparition of St. Michael, who i« raid to have appeared or 

the top of iJ»e mount, and lo V»n«i iVVtecv^ «k ^liwtch. to be buiii 

there. 

t Or Numantia ; n tovni oC OV\ CuCiV&t oww \\\^^ ^at^cSoev 

40 t^ Spsnith luatory. Todd, 
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lep no more, woeful ahepherds, weep no more, 
.ycidas your sorrow is not dead, 
though he be beneath the watexy floor, 
iks the day-star in the ocean bed, 
ret anon uprears his drooping head, 
ricks his beams, and with new-spangled ore 
» in the forehead of the morning sky : 
'cidas sunk low, but mounted high, [waves; 
igh the dear mig^t of Him* that walk'd the 
e, other g^ves and other streams along, 
nectar pure his oozy locks he lavea^ 
lears the unexpressive nuptial song, 
t bless'd kingdoms meek of joy and lore. 
; entertain him all the saints above, 
eron troops, and sweet societies, 
ling, and, singing, in their glory move, 
npe the tears for ever from his eyes. 
Lycidas, tlie shepherds weep no more : 
jforth thou art the genius of the shore, 
large recompence, and shalt be g^ood 
that wander in that perilous flood. 
18 sang the uncouth swain to the' oaks and rills, 
) the still morn went out with sandals gray ; 
uch'd the tender stops of various quills, 
eag^r thought warbling his Doric lay : 
low the sun had stretch'd o'er all the hill^ 
low was dropt into the western bay ; 
t he rose, and twitch'd his mantle blue : 
irrow to fresh woods, and pastures new. 

• S dewription of our SiTionr. 
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IIettce loathed Melancholy, 

Of Cerhenis and blackest Midnight bon. 

In Stygian cave forlorn, [unhdf! 

'Mongst horrid shapes, and shrieks, and sgto 
Find out some uncouth cell, [wingii 

Where brooding Darkness spreads hit jealoof 
And the night-raven sings ; 

There, under ebon shades, and low-brow'd rock| 
As ragged as thy locks. 

In dark Cimmerian desert ever dwell. 
But come, thou goddess fair and free. 
In Heaven yclep'd Euphrosyne, 
And, by men, heart-easing Mirth ; 
Whom lovely Venus, at a birth, 
With two sister-graces more, 
To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore : 
Or whether (as some sages sing) 
The froUc wind, that breathes tlie spring, 
Zephyr, witli Aurora playing. 
As he met her once a-Maying ; 
There, on beds of violets blue. 
And fresh-blown roses wash'd in dew, 
Fiird her w\t\\ l\\ce, ^ Aa-M^Vvtet €wr> 
So buxom, bAitiie, aiv^ OLe^aoxvivcQ . 



te thee, Nymph, and bring with thee 
nd youthful Jollity, 
, and cranks, and wanton \dles, 
and becks, and wreathed smiles, 
IS hang on Hebe's cheek, 
>ve to Uve in dimple sleek; 
that wrinkled Care derides, 
aughter holding both his sides, 
and trip it as you go, 
i light fantastic toe ; 
1 thy right hand lead with thee 
iOuntain-nymph, sweet Liberty; 
r I ^ve thee honour due, 
admit me of thy crew, 
i with her, and Uve with thee, 
sproved pleasures free ; 
ur the lark begin his flight, 
inghig) startle the duU night, 
lis watch-tower in the skies, 
e dappled dawn doth rise ; 
o come, in spite of sorrow, 
my window bid good-morrow, 
1^ the sweet briar, or the vine, 
twisted eglantine : 
the cock, with Uvely din, 
s the rear of Darkness thin, 
the stack, or the barn-door, 
' struts his dames before : 
ening how the hounds and horn 
y rouse the slumbering mom, 
he side of some hoar hill, 
rh the high wood echoing shrill: 
ime walking, not unseen, 
ge'Tow elmB, on hillocks green, 

T 2 
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Right apfainst the eastern gate, 
Where the grcai sun begins his state, 
Kob*d in flames and amber light. 
The clouds in thousand liveries dight; 
While the ploughman, near at hand. 
Whistles o'er tlic furrow'd land. 
And the milk-maid singeth blithe. 
And the mower whets his scythe, 
And every shepherd tells his tale, 
Under the hawUiom in the dale. 
Straight mine eye hath caught new pleasures, 
Whilst tlie landscape round it measures; 
Russet lawns, and fallows gray, 
Where the nibbling flocks do stray, 
Mountidns, on whose barren breast 
The labouring clouds do often rest; 
Meadows trim, with daisies pied. 
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide : 
Towers and battlements it sees, 
Bosom'd high in tufted trees, 
Where, perhaps, some beauty lies, 
The Cynosure of neighbouring eyes. 
Hard by, a cottage -chimney smokes. 
From betwixt two aged oaks, 
Where Corydon and Thyrsis, met, 
Are at their savoury dinner set. 
Of herbs, and other country messes. 
Which the neat-handed Phillis dresses ; 
And then in haste her bower she leaves. 
With Thestylis to bind the sheaves; 
Or, if the earlier season lead. 
To the tan'd haycock in the mead. 
Sometimes, with secure dehght. 
The upland hamlets will invite, 



he merry bells ring' round, 
3 jocund rebecs sound 
y a youth, and many a maid, 
1^ in the checquer'd shade ; 
ling' and old come forth to play, 
n-shine holy-^ay, 
live-long day-light fail : 
} the spicy nut-brown ale, 
ories told of many a feat, 
2ry Mab the junkets eat : 
i pinch'd and puU'd, she said ; 
, by friar's lantern led, 
)w the drudging goblin sweat, 
I his cream-bowl, duly set, 
n one night, ere glimpse of mom, 
lowy flail hath thresh'd the com, 
1 day-labourers could not end; 
es him down, the lubber fiend, 
retch'd out all the chimney's length* 
t the fire his hairy strength; 
op-fiill, out of doors he flings, 
: first cock his matin rings, 
done the tales, to bed they creep, 
ipering winds soon lull'd asleep, 
i cities please us then, 
; busy hum of men, 
throngs of knights and barons bold. 
Is of peace, high triumphs hold, 
ore of ladies, whose bright eyes 
iluence, and judg^ the prize 
or arms, while both contend 
her g^ace, whom all commend, 
et Hymen oft appear, 
?B robe, with taper clear. 
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And pomp, and feast, and revelr}*. 
With made and antique pageantry; 
Such sights as youthful poets dream. 
On summer eyes, by haunted stream. 
Then to the well-trod stage anon. 
If Jonson's learned sock be on; 
Or sweetest Shakspeare, Fancy's child. 
Warble his native wood-notes wild. 

And ever, against eating cares. 
Lap me in soft Lydian airs, 
Miuried to immortal verse ; 
Such as the meeting soul may pierce. 
In notes, with many a winding bout 
Of linked sweetness, long drawn out. 
With wanton heed, and ^ddy cunning; 
The melting voice through mazes running. 
Untwisting aD the chains that tie 
The hidden soul of harmony ; 
That Orpheus' self may heave his head. 
From golden slumber, on a bed 
Of heap'd Elysian flowers, and hear 
Such strains as would have won the 
Of Pluto, to have quite set free 
His half-regain'd Eurydice. 

These delights if thou canst give. 
Mirth, with thee I mean to live. 



r 
I 
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IL PENSEttOSO. 



HiTfci, vain deluding Joyd, 

The brood of Folly witliout father bred ! 

How little you bested, 

Or fill the iixcd mind with all your toys ! 
Dwell in some idle brain, 

And fancies fond with gaudy shapes possesd, 
As thick and numberless 
As the gay motes that people tlic sun-beams ; 
Or likcst Jiovcring dreams, 

The fickle pensioners of Morpheus* train. 
But liail thou goddess, sage and holy. 
Hail, divinest Melancholy ! 
Whose saintly visage is too l)right 
To hit the sense of human sight. 
And therefore to our weaker view 
O'erlaid with Ijlack, staid Wisdom's hue ; 
Black, but such as in esteem 
Prince Mciimon's sister might beseem. 
Or that starr'd Etliiop queen, that strove 
To sot \\vv beauty's praise above 
The Sea-Nymplis, and their powers offended; 
Yet ihou Hi't lii^hvi' far descended*. 
Thvr brifrht-hii'irW Wsta, long oV yoTC, 
Vo Boliiaty Suturn bore ; 
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His daug^hter the ; in Saturn's reign^ 
Such mixture was not held a stain : 
Oft in glimmering bowers and glades 
He met her, and in secret shades 
Of woody Ida's inmost grove, 
Whilst yet there was no fear of Jove. 

Come, pensive Nun, devout and pure^ 
Sober, stcdfast, and demure, 
AU in a robe of darkest grain. 
Flowing with majestic train. 
And sable stole of C^-prus lawn. 
Over thy decent shoulders drawn. 
Come, but keep thy wonted state. 
With even step, and musing gut ; 
And looks commercing with the skies. 
Thy rapt soul sitting in tliine eyes : 
There, held in holy passion still. 
Forget thyself to marble, till 
With a sad leaden downward cast 
Thou fix them on the earth as fast : 
And join with tJiee cahn Peace, and Quiet, 
Spare Fast, that oft witli Gods doth diet, 
And hears the Muses in a ring 
Aye round about Jove's altar sing ; 
And add to these retired Leisure, 
That in trim gardens takes his pleasure : 
But first, and chief est, with thee bring. 
Him that yon soars on golden wing, 
Guiding the fiery -wheeled throne. 
The cherub Contemplation; 
And the mute Silence hiss'd along, 
'Less Pliilomel will deign a song, 
In her sweetest saddest plight, 
Smoothing the rugged brow of Night, 
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lile Cynthia checks her dragon yoke, 
ntly o'er the' accustom'd oak : 
eet bird, that shun'st the noise of folly, 
st mufflcal, most melancholy ! 
ee, chauntress, oft, the woods among, 
oo, to hear thy even-song ; 
d, nussing thee, I walk unseen 
the dry smooth-shaven green, 
behold the wandering moon, 
liiig near her highest noon, 
ce one that had been led astray 
rough the heaven's wide pathless way ; 
d oft, as if her head she bow'd, 
K>ping through a fleecy cloud. 
:, on a plat of rising ground, 
ear the far-off curfew sound, 
er some wide-water'd shore, 
inging slow with sullen roar : 
, if the air will not permit, 
me stiU removed place will fit, 
lere glowing embers through the room 
ach light to counterfeit a gloom ; 
r from all resort of mirth, 
^e the cricket on the hearth, 
the belman's drowsy charm, 
bless the doors from nightly harm, 
let my lamp, at midnight hour, 
seen in some high lonely tower, 
dere I may oft out-watch the Bear, 
ith thrice-great Hermes, or unsphere 
le spirit of Plato, to unfold 
liat worlds or what vast regions hold 
le* immortal mind, that hath forsook 
r mansion in this fleshly nook *. 
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And of tliose Demons that are founA 
In fire, air, flood, or under ^ound. 
Whose power hath a true consent 
With planet or with element. 
Somctune let g^rgpeous Tragedy 
In scepter'd pall come sweeping by. 
Presenting Thebes, or Pelops* line. 
Or the tale of Troy divine ; 
Or what (though rare) of later age 
F^nnobled hath tlie busldn*d stage. 

But, O sad Virgin, that thy power 
Might rabe Musaeus from his bower ! 
Or bid the soul of Orpheus aing 
Such notes, as, warbled to the string. 
Drew iron tears down Pluto's clieek. 
And made Hell grant what love did seek ! 
Or call up him that left half-told 
The story of Cambuscan bold. 
Of Camball, and of Algarsife, 
And who had Canace to wife, 
'I'hat own'd the \-irtuous ring and glass ; 
And of the wondrous horse of brjiss. 
On which the Tartar king did ride : 
And if aught else great bards beside 
in sage and solemn tunes have sung, 
Of turneys, and of tropliics hung, 
Of forests, and enchantments drear. 
Where more is meant than meets tlie ear. 

Thus, Ni^ht, oft see me in thy pale career, 
Till civil-suited Morn appear; 
Not tricked and frounc'd as she was wont 
With the Attic boy to hunt, 
But kercheft in a comely cloud. 
While rocking wmds we \i\v\x\^\w^^ 



er'd with « duywer «til]^ 
the £^8t hftth blown hii mi, 
p on the milling Itarei^ 
Dinute dro|>i ftm off the etves : 
'hen the sun beg^ni to fling 
ring beun% me, Qodden^ Mngf 
lied waUu of tinfigfat grovei, 
adows bit>wn, thtt Sylvmloyei, 
^ or monumental oak, 
the rude axe, wHh heared itroke 
tver heard the Nymphi to daunt, 
bt them teom thdr haUowM haunt, 
in close covert by aome broolt, 
no profiuier eye may look, 
le ttom day^s gailih eye, 
the bee with hoiUed tiiigh, 
; her flowery work doth sing, 
e waters murmuring, 
ich consort as they keep, 
the dewy-feather'd Sleep ; 
t some strange mysterious Dream 
it his wings in aery stream 
ly portraiture display'd, 
m my cyc-Iids laid. 
1 1 wake, sweet music breathe 
about, or underneath, 
r some Spirit to mortals goml, 
unseen (xenius of the wood, 
et my due feet never fail 
k the studious cloisters pale, 
\re the high-embowcd roof, 
ntique pillars massy proof, 
)ried windows richly dight, 
* a dim religious light : 
rrr. % 
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There let the pealing organ blow. 

To the full-voic'd quire below. 

In service high, and anthems clear. 

As may with sweetness, throu^ mine etir. 

Dissolve me into ecstacies. 

And bring all heaven before mine eyes * 

And may at last my weary ag^ 
Find out the peaceful hermitage. 
The hairy gown and mossy cell. 
Where I may sit i|nd righUy spell 
Of every star that heaven doth shew. 
And every herb that sips the dew ; 
Till old experience do attain 
To something like prophetic strain. 

These pleasures. Melancholy, give. 
And I ¥rith thee will choose to live>. 



ARCADES. 



9afi of an eniertainment presented to the CowUet* 
JDtntager of Derby at Narejield, by some noble 
penonM of her family y who appear on the scene in 
pastoral habit, moving totvard the seat of state, vfith 
this Song; 

1. BOKO. 

XiOK, Nymphs and Shepherds, look, 
^liftt sudden bUsse of majesty 
li that which wc from hence descry, 
Too divine to be mistook : 

This, tliis is she 
To whom our vows ami wishes bend ; 
Here our solemn search hatli end. 

Fame, tliat, her hig-h worth to raise, 
Seem'd erst so lavish and profuse. 
We may justly now accuse 
Of detraction from her praise ; 

Less than half we find exprcssV^, 

Env}' bid conceal the rest. 

Mark, what radiant state she spreads. 
In circle round her shining^ throne, 
Shootings her beams like silver threads ; 
This, this is slu> alone, 

Sitting like a gtKldess brig-ht. 

In the centre of her light. 
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Might she tlie wise Latona be. 
Or the tower'd Cybelc, 
Mother of a hundred gods ? 
Juno dares not g^Te her odds : 

Who had thought tiiis clime had held 

A deity so unparallel'd ? 

.i« they comefoi-ward, the Gekius oft/ie vooda^ean, 
and turning tOTvards thentj speakt, 

GENIUS. 

Stat, gentle swains; for, though in this disguiMh 
I see bright honour sparkle through your eyes; 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and sprung 
Of that renowned flood, so oflen sung. 
Divine Alpheus, who by secret sluice 
Stole under seas to meet his Arethuse ; 
And ye, the breatliing roses of the wood. 
Fair silver-buskin'd Nymphs, as great and good; 
I know, this quest of yours, and free intent. 
Was all in honour and devotion meant 
To the great mistress of yon princely shHne, 
Whom with low reverence I adore as mine 9 
And, with all helpful service will comply 
To further this night's glad solemnity ; 
And lead ye, where ye may more near behold 
What shallow-searching Fame hath left untold; 
Which I full oft, amidst these shades alone» 
Have sat to wonder at, and gaze upon : 
For know, by lot from Jove, 1 am the Power 
Of this fair wood, and live in oaken bower. 
To nurse the saphngs tall, and curl the gprovc 
With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings WOTC. 
And all my \j\aivta I save from nightly ill 
Of noisome mud&)aTv\\A»iS^^'&!^N«\^^^Ka^vJ^l 



>m the bouglu bnuh off the eril dew» 
al the harmi of thwaftiii|p tbonder bkw^ 
t the cross dire-lookiiig planet mite% 
Mi wonn with canleffr'd toiiqiii bites, 
syeningp gray doth xiie, I fetch my round 
le mounti and all this halkyw*d ground i 
rly, ere the odorous breath of mom 
I the slumbering leaver or taasel*4 bom 
the high thicket, luurte I all about^ 
r my ranks, and visit every q»rout 
oissant words, and nninmiis made to Ueiii 
e in deep of night, when drowilneai 
ckM up mortal senses then liaten I 
celestial Syren's luanony, 
t upon the nine infolded sphere^ 
ig to those that hold the vital shears, 
m the adamantine sfnndle round, 
ch the fate of Gods and men is wound, 
ireet compulsion doth in music lie, 
the daughters of Necessity, 
ep unsteady Nature to her law, 
9 low world in measured motion draw 
le heavenly tune, which none can hear 
lan mould, with gross unpurged ear ; 
t such music worthiest were to blaze 
erieaB height of her immortal praise, 
lustre leads us, and for her most fit, 
nferior hand or voice could hit 
)le sounds : yet, as we go, 
er the skill of lesser g^ods can show. 
May, her worth to celebrate, 
attend ye toward her glittering state » 
ye may all, that are of noble stem, 
ch, and kiss her sacred vesture's hem. 

%2 
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n. BOKO. 

O'er the smooth enamcird g^en, 
Where no print of step hath been. 

Follow me, as I sing 

And touch the warbled string*. 
Under the shady roof 
Of branclung elm star-proof. 

Follow me ; 
I will bring you where she sits. 
Clad in splendour, as befits 

Her deity. 
Such a rural Queen 
All Arcana hath not seen. 

HI. SOKO. 

Ntmphs and Shepherd, dance no more 
By sandy Ladon's lilied banks ; 
On old Lycacus, or Cyllene hoar. 
Trip no more in twilight ranks ; ' 
Though Erjmanth your loss deplore, 

A better soil shall give ye tlianks. 
From the stony Mxnalus 
Bring your flocks, and Uve with us ; 
Here ye shall have greater grace. 
To ser\-e the Lady of this place. 
Though Syrinx your Pan's mistress were. 
Yet Syrinx well might wait on her. 
Such a rural Queen 
\ll Arcadia hath not seen. 



SONNETS. 

I. 

TO THE NIGHTINGALE, 

O xieHTisTGALE, that on yon bloomy spray 
Warblest at eve, when all tlie woods are still ; 
Thou with fresh hope the lover's heart dost fill, 
While the' jolly Hours lead on propitious May. 
£:Tliy fiquid notes that close the eye of day, 
First heard before the shallow cuckoo's bill. 
Portend success in love ; O, if Jove's will 
Have link'd that amorous power to thy soft la} , 

Now timely sing, ere the rude bird of hate 

Foretel my Ijopeless doom in some grove nigh ; 
As thou from year to year hast sung too late 

For my relief, yet hadst no reason why : 

Whether the Muse, or Love, call thee his mate. 

Both them I serve, and of their train am 1. 

n. 

DoirsTA legg^adra, il cui bel nome honora 
U herbosa val di Rhcno, e il nobil varco ; 
Bene e colni d'ogni valore scarco 
Qual tuo spirto genlil non innamora ; 

Che dolcemente mostra si di fuora 
De sui atti soavi giamai parco, 
£ i don', che son d'amor saette ed arco. 
La onde 1' alta tua virtu s'infiora. 

QuAndo tu vaga parli^ o lieta caxvd 
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Che mover posst duro alpeatre le^o, 
Guardi ciascun a gli occhi, ed a gli orecchi 
L'entrata, chi di te si trouva indeg^o ; 
Gratia sola di su gli vaglia, inanti 
Chel disio amoroso al cuor 8*invccclii. 

m. 

QvAL in colle aspro, al imbmnir di sera 
L'avezza g^ovinetta pastorella 
Ya bagnando Itierbetta strana e bella 
Che mal si spande a disusata spera 

Fuor di sua natia alma primavera, 
Cosi Amor meco insik la ling^ snella 
Desta il fior novo di strania favella, 
Mentre io di te, vezzosamente altera. 

Canto, dal mio buon popol non intcso 
E'l bel Tamigi cangio col bcl Amo. 
Amor lo vobe, ed io a I'altrui peso 

Seppi eh' Amor cosa mai volsc indamo. 
Deh! foss'il mio cuor lento c*l duro seno 
A chi pianta dal cicl si buon terreno. 

CAHZOME. 

RiDOifsi donne e gfiovani amorosi 

M* accostandosi attomo, e perchc scrivi, 
Perche tu scrivi in ling^ ignota c strana 
Verseggiando d* amor, e comte t'osi ? 
Dinni, se la tua speme sia mai vana, 
E de pensieri lo miglior t'arrivi ; 
Cosi mi van burlando, altri rivi 
Altri lidi t'aspettan, ed altre ondc 
Nelle cui verdi spondc 
Spuntati ad hor, ad hor a la tua chioma 
L'jmmortal guiderdon d' eteme frondi 
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e tuc sovercliia soma ? 
, e tu per me responcU 
c'l suo dir, 6 il mio cuorc 
cui si vanta Amore. 

IV. 
ir6 con niaravig-lia, 
cb'umor spreg'giar soUa 
spesso mi rid^ 

Uuom dabben talhor s'impiglia. 
, ne guancia vermiglia 
, ma sotto nova idea 
[ezza che'l cuor bea, 
i honcsti, e nelle dglia 
or d*amabil nero, 
di Unjjua piu d'lina, 
di mezzo I'hemispero 
la faticosa Luna, 
suoi auventa si jjran fuoc9 
jli orccchi mi lia poco. 

V. 
ostr'occhi. Donna mia 
chc non siun lo mio solf 
)n forte, come ei suole 
Libia chi s'invia, 
vapor (ne senll pria) 
I spinge ove mi duole, 
nti nelle lor parole 
r; io non so chc si sia : 
e turbida si cola 
jtto, e poi n*uscciulo poco 
)o o s'ligghiaccia, o s'ing-it la ; 
occhi pun}»-c a trovar loco 
a me suol fur piovose 
[ba rivicn colma di rose. 
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VI. 

GioYAiTE piano, e semplicette amante 
Poi chc fugpgir me stesso in dubbio sono. 
Madonna a voi del mio cuor I'humil dono 
Far6 (Uvoto ; io certo a prove tante, 

L'hebbi fedele, intrepido, costante, 
De pensieri legg^adro, accorto, e buono; 
Quando rugge il gran mondo, e scocca il tuono, 
S'arma di se, e d' intero diamante : 

Tanto del forse, e d' invidia sicuro, 
Di timori, e speranze, al popol use, 
Quanto d'ingeg^o, e d'alto valor vago, 

E di cetta sonora, e delle muse : 
Sol troverete in tal parte men duro, 
Ove Amor mise Pinsanabil ago. 

vn. 

on HIS BEIITG ARRIVED TO THE A6E OF 23*. 

How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth, 
StoPn on his wing my three and twentieth year I 
My hasting days fly on with full career. 
But my late spring no bud or blossom shew'th. 

Perhaps my semblance might deceive the truth. 
That I to manhood am arriv'd so near ; 
And inward ripeness doth much less appear. 
That some more timely -happy spirits endu'th. 

Yet be it less or more, or soon or slow. 
It shall be still in strictest measure even 
To that same lot, however mean or high, 

Tow'rd which Time leads me, and the Will of 
All is, if I have grace to use it so, [Heaven; 

As ever in my g^eat Task-Master's eye. 

<* Written at Cambvtd^ \n 1631, and lent in a letter to a ftkn^ 
who Imd importuned MUvon tntd&ft Qicdi«t%. 
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vra. 

WHSN THE ASSAULT WAS INTENDED TO THE CITT*. 

Captaik, op Colonel, or Knight in arms, [seize. 
Whose chance on these defenceless doors may 
If deed of honour did thee ever please. 
Guard them, and him within protect from harms. 

He can requite thee ; for he knows the charms 
That call Fame on such gentle acts as these. 
And he can spread thy name o'er lands and seas. 
Whatever clime the sun's bright circle warms. 

Lift not thy spear against the Muses' bower : 
The gpreat Emathian conqueror bid spare 
The house of Pindarus, when temple' and tower 

Went to the ground ; and the repeated air 
Of sad Electra's poet had the power 
To save the' Athenian walls from ruin bare. 

IX. 

TO A VIHTUOUS TOimo LADT. 

LiABT, that in the prime of earliest youth 
Wisely hast shun'd the broad way and the green. 
And with those few art eminently seen. 
That labour up the hill of heavenly truth ; 

The better part with Mary and with Ruth 
Chosen thou hast ; and they that overween. 
And at thy growing virtues fret their spleen, 
No anger find in thee, but pity' and ruth. 

Thy care b fix'd, and zealously attends 
To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of light, 

* In 1043 ; the King's urmy having arrived %t Bt«^d3vA\ ^a^^ 
thrown the city ofUmian into great couitenujdaiu 
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And hope that reaps not shame. Therefore be sure 
Tliou, when the bridegroom with his feastful friends 
Passes to bliss at the mid hour of night, 
TIast giun'd thy entrance, Vir^n wise and pure. 

X. 

TO THE LADT MARGARET LIT*. 

Daughter to that good Earl, once President 
Of England's Council and her Treasury, 
"Who liv'd in botli, unstain'd with gold or fee. 
And left them both, more in himself content, 

I'ill the sad breaking of that ParUament 
Broke him, as tliat dishonest victory 
At Chseronea, fatal to hbcrty, 
Kilrd witli report tliat old man eloqucnt,f 

rlioiigh later born than to liave known the days 
Wherein your father flourish'd, yet by you, 
Miulam, mcthinks I see him living yet; 

So well your words his noble virtues pradse, 
That all both judge you to relate them true. 
And to possess them, honoured Margaret. 

* The (laughter of Sir James Ley, whme singular learmng tad 
abilities raised him tliroiigh all thi< great posts of the law, iSBL he 
came to Ik.- made h^nrl of MarlborotJgh, and Lord Higb Treitaitr, 
and Lord President of the Coinicil to King James L He diodii 
»n advanced age ; Hnd Mihun attributes his death to the brtaUmg «f 
t':e Farliament : and it ii true that the Pariiamcnt wat dJMolTel 
the luih of Murch 1G23-9, and he died on tlie 14th of the fluae 
nionih. Nemtmu 

t Isocrates, the orator. The Victory wai gained by Fhifip of 
Maccdon over the Athenians. Wartmu 
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XI. 

our THE DKTRACTIOX WHICH FOLLOWED UPON MT WRIT- 
ISO CKRTAIN TREATISES. 1645. 

A BOOK was writ of late call'd Tctracliordon,* 
And woven close, both matter, form, and style ; 
The subject new : it walk'd tlie Town awhile, 

Numbering' good intellects; now seldom por'd on. 

Cries the stall-reader, * Bless us ! what a word on 
A litle-pag'e is this !' and some in file 
Stand spelling" false, while one might walk to Mile- 
End Green. Why is it harder. Sirs, than Gordon, 

Colkitto, or Macdonnel, or Galasp ?f [sleek. 

Those rug'ged names to our like mouths g^w 
That would have made Quintilian stare and gasp, 

Thy age, like ours, O soul of Sir John Cheek,^ 
Hated not learning worse than toad or asp. 
When thou taught'st Cambridge, and King Ed- 
ward, Greek. 

* Tbtt was one of Milton's books, paUished in consequence of 
Ui divorce from lus first wife. Tetrachurdon signifies Expositions 
on tlie four chief places in Scripture which mention marriage, or 
mllities in marriage. Warton, 

t BfOtiMi ii here collecting, from bis hatred to the Scots, what he 
tktoks Seotish names of an ill sound. Colkitto and Macdmnel^ are 
one and the same person; a br«ve officer on the royal side, an 
Irishman of the Antrim family, who served under Montrose. The 
Mmd&midt of that ftmily are styled, by way of distinction, Mtu- 
CWUfcfr, L e. detcendanu of lame Colin. Cafatp, or George Gil- 
kt0lt, was a Seotish writer against the Indepenilents, and one of 
tibe members of tlie Assembly of Divines. IVarton. 

X The first professor of the Greek tongue in the university of 
Camlwidge, and was afterwards made one of the tutors to Edwant 
TL See his Life by Strype, or in (he Eiographia Britannica, 

rOL VTT. A a 
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xn. 

OK THE SAME. 

I DID but prompt the Bge to quit their clogs 
By the known rules of ancient liberty. 
When straight a barbarous noise environs me 
Of owls and cuckoos, asses, apes and dogs : 

As when those hinds that were transformMto frogi 
Rail'd at Latona's twin-bom progeny, 
Which after held the sun and nK>on in fee. 
But this is got by casting pearl to hogs ; 

That bawl for freedom in their senseless mood. 
And stUl revolt when truth would set them free 
license they mean when they cry Liberty; 

For who loves that, must first be wise and good: 
But from that mark how far they rove we see. 
For aU this waste of wealth, and loss of Uood. 

xra. 

TO MB. H. LAWSS, OIT THE PUBLISBnTO HIS AT 

Written 1645. 

Habrt, whose tuneful and well-measur'd song 
First taught our English music how to f^>an 
Words with just note and accent, not to sc 
With Midas* ears, committing short and long 
Thy worth and skill exempts thee from the t 
With praise enough for Envy to look wan 
To after age thou shalt be writ the man. 
That with smooth air could humour b 
tongue. 
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Thou honour'st verse, and verse must lend her wing* 
To honour thee, the priest of Phoebus' quire. 
That tun'st their happiest lines in hymn, or story. 

Dante shall give Fame leave to set thee higher 
Than his Casella, whom he woo'd to sing, 
Met in the milder shades of Purgatory. 

XIV. 

Oir TBI KXLIGIOUS MXMOBT OF HR8. CATHSllIXX 
TH0M801V, XY CHBISTIAIT FHIE27D. 

Deceased, Dee. Id, 1646.* 

Whut Faith and Love, which parted from thee 
never, 
Had ripen'd thy just soul to dwell with God, 
Meekly thou didst resign this earthly load 
Of death, called life ; which us from life doth sever. 

Thy works, and alms, and all thy good endeavour, 
Staid not behind, nor in the grave were trod ; 
But, as Faith pointed with her gulden rod. 
Followed thee up to joy and bliss for ever. 

Love led them on, and Faith, who knew them best 
Thy hand-maids, clad them o'er with purple beams 
And azure wings, that up they flew so dress'd. 

And spake the truth of thee on glorious themes 
Before the Judge ; who thenceforth bid thee rest. 
And drink thy fiU of pure immortal streams. 

* Dr. Nrwton fboiid in the aeeounts of 3^Iilton*t liTe, that when 
be wai fliR made Lailn Secretary, he lodged at one lhonuon*t, 
Mat door to the Boll Head Tavern, at Charing CroM. ThifMn^ 
I in all profaalrility one of that flunib' 
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XV. 

■ . *■ ■ 

TO nU LOBD BXHXmAL VilBTAX. 

• ■ ■ • 

Faibv Az> whose name in arms through Euio^ n^j 
Fining each motith with envy or with pmud, 
And all her jealous monarchs with amaze 
And nimoara loudt that daunt remotest tiDgii 

Thy finn unshaken virtue ever brings 
Victoiy home, though new rebeffions ndse 
Their Hydra heads, and the iklse px^Mk diipli9> 
Her broken league to imp their B^^Tpdaf^jAijIf' 

• yet a nobler task awaits tiiy hand, ^' 

(F^ what can fiff, but endless wAr M||t'1feqi||iO 
TSn txuth and right from violence be t^M^^V 

And pubHc fhith clear'd £rom the shameAiI bm 
Of public fhuid. In vain doth Valour bleedt 
While Avarice and Rapine share the land. 

XVI. 
*ro TtiB Lonn bekbiul cboxwxil, 

I 

CaoMWiix, our chief of men, who through a do«4 
Not of war only, but detractions rude, 
Giuded by faith and matchless fortitude. 
To peace and truth thy glorious way hast plough^ 

And on the neck of crowned Fortune proud ■ 
Hast rcar'd God's trophies, and his work pursue^ 
While Derwen stream, with blood of Scots hn- 
brued. 



»d IKudNff field retcniiidi lliy pntiet loud; 
WoMetter'ilaureaft wreath. Yet much remaini 
» eonqoer itiU : Peace hath her yiotoriet 
tIeaaTeiiownM than War: new fbea arise 
at*|iliis^ to bind our acmb with lecalar chaina^ 
Ip va to aave free conscience from the paw 
hirtfinf wolvesy whose goapel ip their maw. 

xvn. 

«• an mamKt tajti m Teinn»Bn«* 

^ ywrag in year^ but in Mf* oQimael ol^ 
•n wiioin a better senator ne'er hdld 
lohdhn ofBome^ when gowni^ not arma^r^eU'd 
A fiaroe Epirot and tlM* African boldi 
Iher to aettle peace, or to unfUd 
e drift of hollow States hard to be speUMi 
en to advise how War may, best upheld, 
rre by her two main nerves, iron and g^dd, 
her equipage : besides to know 
th spiritual power and ciidl, what each meau; 
lat aevers each, thou* hast leam'd, which Ibw 

have done : 
bounds of either sword to thee we owe : 
lerefore on thy firm hand religion leant 
peace, and reckona thee her eldest son. 



BMrjrTIUM the yoQBfnr wtt the chief of tlw i 
m ibr e miton*>lHead. Bewestheeontiiveroftlwaolefln 
B and Coreneiit In the ptnphleu of that sfs he b «dM 
minmfmdty. He wu beheaded in lOOf. 
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xvm. 

ox THE LATB MASSACRE IX PIESXOirr, 1655. 

Ateitoe, O Lord, thy slaughter'd saints, whoK 
bones 
Lie scatter'd on the Alpine mountidns cold; 
Ev'n them who kept thy truth so pure of old, 
'When all our fathers worship 'd stocks and stones, 

Forget not : in thy book record their groans 
Who were thy sheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piedmontese, that roll'd 
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their mouu 

The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 
To Heay'n. Their martyr'd blood and ashes son 
0*er all the' Itahan fields, where fltUl doth swaj 

The triple Tyrant ; that from these may grow 
A hundred fold, who having leam'd thy way, 
Karly may fly the Babylonian woe. 

XIX. 

0!7 RI8 BLIXD!r£SS. 

When I consider how my light is spent 
Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide, 
And that one talent which is death to hide. 
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent 

To serve tlierewith my Maker, and present 
My true account, lest he, returning, chide, 
* Doth God exact day-labour, bght denied i' 
1 fondly ask : but. Patience, to prevent 
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m replies, * Qod doth not need 
ork, or hit own gifts t who best 
>ke, they serve him best : his state 
kU »t his bidding speed, 
umI and ocean without rest ; 
•who only stand and wait.' 

XX. 

I MB. ia.waiKcx. 

aous ifther lartuous son,* 

lids are dank, and ways are ndrc, 

'sometimes meet, and by the fire 

Qen day, what may be won 

son gaining? Time will run 

1 Favonius re-inspire 

h, and clothe in fresh attire 

•e, that ncitlicr sow'd nor spun. 

shall feast us, light and choice, 

ritli wine, whence we may rise 

5 well touchM, or artful voice 

notes and Tuscan air ? 

i delights can judge, and spare 

em ofl, is not unwise. 

<•• tiitbor of a work * Of oar OomnanUm 
prlattdlii 104A. 11m J^hir wm aeaib^r 
Ml Hub ParUunent which bcRan in 1M.1, 
m Hm protectorate of Cromwell ; by wlimn 
if kb 0»tiiicil. 
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XXI. 

TO CTKIAC SKIKirXB.* 

Ctriac, whose gmnAmre, on the rojral bench 
Of British Themis, with no mean applause 
Pronounc'd, and in his volumes taught, our laws. 
Which others at their bar so often wrench ; 

To-day deep thoughts resolve with me to drendi 
In mirth that, after, no-repenting draws; 
Let EucBd rest, and Archimedes pause. 

And what the Swede intends, and what the Frendi: 

To measure life learn thou betimes, and know 
Tow'rd solid good what leads the nearest waj; 
For other things mild heaven a time oididni^ 

And disapproves that care, though wise in show, 
That with superfluous burden loads the daj. 

And, when God sends a cheerful hour, refruns. 

xxn. 

TO THE SAKE. 

C TBI AC, this three-years-day these eyes, though 
To outward view, of blemish or of spot, [dear, 
Bereft of light, their seeing have forgtyti 
Nor to their idle orbs doth sight appear 

Of sun, or moon, or star, throughout the year, 

* Cyriae akmner was one of the principal meuben of HHriiC 
ton^tpolhtcaldalv WoodnyB,thatlie wm *aniOKeiiioaiy«af 
i^tleman, and leliobr to Joha >filtoB.* 
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V 

ui, or woman. Yet I argtie not 
tst Heaven's hand or will, nor bate a jot 
t or Iiope ; but still bear up and steer 
iward. What supports me, dost thou ask ? 
:onscience. Friend, to* have lost them over- 
Arty's defence, my noble task, [plied 
h all Europe ring^ from side to side, 
hought mi^ht lead me through the world's 
vain mask 
nt, though blind, had I no better guide. 

xxin. 

OS HTS BZCXASEB WIFE.* 

SHT I saw my late espoused saint 

'ht to me, like Alcestis, from the g^ve, 

1 Jove's great son to her glad husband g^ve, 

ed from death by force, tho' pale and fiiint. 

whom wash'd from spot of child-bed taint 

:ation in the' old Iaw did save, 

uch, as yet once more I trust to have 

ght of her in Heaven without Testrwnt, 

8ted all in white, pure as her mind : 

jce was veil'd ; yet to my fancied sight 

sweetness, goodness, in her person shin'd 

, as in no face with more delight : 

! as to embrace me she inclin'd, 

1 ; she fled ; and day brought back my night. 

nnet wu written about the j* ar 1S56, on the death of 
mrifet CMthirioe, the daughter or Captain Woodcock, of 
I tigid iectari»t. She died in ehiM-bed of a daughter, 
ear after their marriage. Milton had now been long 
d. 
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OH THE 
OF 

CHRIST'S NATrvmr.* 

wmiTTXH iir 1629. 

This is the month, and this the happy mom 
Wherein the Son of Heaven's Eternal Kin^, 
Of wedded maid and virgin mother born. 
Our great redemption from above did bring ; 
For so the holy sages once did sing, 

That he our deadly forfeit should release. 
And with his Father work us a perpetual peaols. 

That glorious form, that light unsufFerable, 
And that far-beaming blaze of majesty. 
Wherewith he wont at Heaven's high counol-tai 
To sit the midst of Trinal-Unity, 
He laid aside ; and, here with us to be, 

* Thit Ode, in which the many fearned allaaoiis are 1^^ 
etictl, WM proYAVA-y cot(v^m«<d «<i % college exercise at Cambri 
cmr author beins nov otvV} \:«ca\i<«Qft -"S^wn ^^, Wiam 



Foraook the courtB of everlasting day. 
And chose with us a darksome house of mortal day. 

Say, heavenly muse, shall not thy sacred vein 

Afford a present to the In&nt-God ? 

Hast ttkoa no verse, no hymn, or solemn strain. 

To welcome him to this his new abode, 

Now while the heaven, by the sun's team untrod. 

Hath took no print of the approaching Ught, 
And all the ^Mingled host keep watch in squadrons 
blight ? 

See» how from far, upon the eastern road. 
The star-led wizards haste with odours sweet : 
O run, prevent them with thy humble ode. 
And lay it lowly at his blessed feet ; 
Have thou the honour first thy Lord to greet. 

And join thy voice unto the angel-quire. 
From out his secret altar touch'd with hallowM &te. 



THE HTMir. 

It was the winter wild. 
While the heaven-bom child. 

All meanly wrapt, in the rude manger Hes ; 
Nature, in awe to him. 
Had doff *d her gaudy trim, 

WitJi her great Master so to sympathize : 
It was no season then for her 
To wanton with the sun, her lusty parymout. 

Only with speeches fsir 
She wooes the gentle air 
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To hide her guilty front with innocent snow ; 
And on her naked shame, 
Pollute with sinful blame, 

The saintly veil of maiden white to throw ; 
Confounded, that her Maker's eyes 
Should look so near upon her foul deformities. 

But he, her fears to cease. 

Sent down the meck-»eyed Peace ; 

She, crown'd with olive green, came softly sliding 
Down through the turning sphere. 
His ready harbinger. 

With turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing; 
And, waving wide her mjTtle wand. 
She strikes an universal peace through sea and land. 

No war, or battle's sound, 
Was heard the world around : 

The idle spear and shield were high up hung; 
The hooked chariot stood 
Unstain'd with hostile blood ; 

The tnimpet spake not to the armed throng ; 
And kings sat still witli awful eye, , 
As if they surely knew their sovereign Lord Avas by. 

But peaceful was the night, 
Wherein the Prince of Light 

His reign of peace upon the earth began : 
The winds, with wonder whist. 
Smoothly the waters kist. 

Whispering new joys to the mild ocean ; 
Who now hiilh quite forgot to rave, 
Wliile birds o£ c'^\m sit brooding on the charroeil 
wvwe. 
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The stars, with deep amaze, 
Stand fix'd in stedfast gaze. 

Bending one way their precious influence^ 
And will not take their flight. 
For all the morning light. 

Or liucifer that often wam'd them thence; 
But in their glimmering orbs did glow. 
Until their Lord himseU' bespake, and bid them go. 

And, though the shady gloom 
Had gfiven day her room. 

The sun himself withheld his wonted speed. 
And hid his head for shame. 
As his inferior flame 

The new-enlighten*d world no more should need ; 
He saw a greater Sun appear [bear. 

Than his bright throne, or burning axletree, could 

The shepherds on the lawn. 
Or ere the point of dawn, 

Sat simply chatting in a rustic row ; 
Full little thought they then. 
That the mighty Pan 

Was kindly come to live with them below ; 
Perhaps their loves, or else their sheep. 
Was all that did their silly thoughts so busy keep. 

When such music sweet 

Their hearts and ears did greet. 

As never was by mortal finger strook; 
Divinely-warbled voice 
Answering the stringed noise. 

As all their souls in blissful rapture took : 
Tlie air, such pleasure loth to lose, [close;. 

AVith thousand echoes still proloivj^ ^^^VYk^VN^x^ 

TOL. rri. B b 



NHture, tliMi heard such sound, 
Beneath the hollow round 

()f (^xnthla'i leat, the u<!ry region thrilling. 
Now wftB almost won 
To tliink her part wan done, 

And that her reign had here ita laat ftdfilfingt 
She knew luch harmony alone 
Could hold all Heaven and Earth in happier uioa 

At lait lurrounds their sight 
A globe of circular light, 

l*hat with long beams the shamefaced night ir- 
The helmed Cherubim, [n^'df 

And swordcd Seraphim, 

Are seen in glittering raiika with wings ^&Mp\tfi 
Harping in loud and solemn quire, [Hdr 

With unexpressivo notes, to Heaven's new-bon 

Such music (as 'IIh said) 
Before was never made, 

But when of old the uowb of morning sung. 
While tlie Creator gT(!at 
His constellationH hcI, 

And the wcll-buluncM world on hinges hung ; 
And cast the dark foiinchitions deep. 
And bid the weltering waves their oozy diannel keep. 

King out, ye crystal spheres, 
Once bless our human ears. 

If ye have power to touch our senses so; 
And let your silver chime 
Move ill melodious time ; 

And let the base of Heavcn*H deep organ blow; 
And, with your ninefold harmony, 
Make up full conaort to the' angelic symphony. 
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For if such holy song^ 
Ciiwrap our fancy long. 

Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold; 
And speckled Vanity 
Will sicken soon and die. 

And leprous Sin will melt fix>m earthly mould ; 
And Hell itself will pass away, 
And leave her dolorous mansions to the peering day. 

Yea, Truth and Justice then 
Will down return to men, 

Orii'd in a rainbow ; and, liker-glories wearing, 
Mercy will at between, 
Thron'd in celestial sheen. 

With radiant feet the tissued clouds down steer- 
And Heaven, as at some festival, [ing ; 

Win open wide the gates of her high palace hall. 

But wisest Fate says no. 
This must not yet be so ; 

The Babe yet lies in smiling infimcy, 
That, on the bitter cross. 
Most redeem our loss; 

So both himself and us to glorify ; 
Yet first, to those ychain'd in sleep, [the deep ; 
The. wakeful trump of doom must thunder through 

With such a horrid clang 
As on mount Sinai rang. 

While the red fire and smouldring clouds out 
The aged earth aghast, [broke : 

With terror of that blast. 

Shall firom the surface to the centre shake : 
When, at the world's last session, \V^fiKiiG& . 

ne dreadfid Judge in middle A AiksW «^T«»db.\a» 
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And then at last our bliss 
Full and perfect is, 

But now begins : for, from this happy day. 
The* old Dragon, under ground, 
In straiter limits bound. 

Not half so far casts his usurped sway; 
And, wroth to see his kingdom fail. 
Swinges the scaly horror of his folded tail. 

The oracles are dumb ; 
No voice, or hideous hum. 

Runs through the arched roof, in words dece: 
Apollo, from liis shrine. 
Can no more divine. 

With hollow shriek the steep of Delphos lei 
No nightly trance, or breathed spell. 
Inspires the pale-ey*d priest from the propheti 

The lonely mountains o'er. 
And the resounding shore, 

A voice of weeping heard, and loud lament 
From haunted spring and dale, 
Edg'd with poplar pale. 

The parting genius is with sighing sent ; 
With flower-inwoven tresses torn, [n 

The nymphs in twilight shade of tangled th 

In consecrated eartli, 
And on the holy hearth. 

The Lars and Lemures moan with midnight ] 
In urns and altars round, 
A drear and dying sound 

Affrights the ftameus at their service quain 
And the cluV\ nvai\Ae ^tero&Xa ^^^-aN^ 
Willie eachpec\33i«rPo^«to^^g^'^\a&Na^\i 
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Peor «nd BaSlim 
Forsake their temples dim, 

With thit twice.baUer'd god of Palestine; 
And mooned Ashtaroth, 
fieaven's queen and mother both, 

Now sits not girt with tapers' holy shine } 
Hie Lybic Hammon shrinks his horn, [mouni. 
In vain the Tyrian maids their wounded Thammus 

And sullen Moloch, fled. 
Hath left in shadows dread 

His burning idol all of blackest hue i 
In vain with cymbab' ring 
They call thei^pisly king. 

In dismal dance, about the furnace blue t 
The brutish gods of Nile as fast, 
lais and Orus, and the dog Anubis, haste. 

Nor is Osiris seen, 

In Memphian grove or green. 

Trampling the unshower'd grass with lowings 
Nor can he be at rest [loud : 

VTithin his sacred chest; 

Nought but profoundcst hell can be his shroud; 
In vain, with timbrel'd antliems dork. 
The sable-stoled sorcerers bear his worshiped ark. 

He feels from Juda's land 
The dreaded Infant's hand, 

The rays of Bethlehem bUnd his dusky eyne; 
Nor all the gods bcude 
Longer dare abide, 

Not Typhon huge, cn<iUng uv axviSK^ \Nrvwfc\ 
Our Bube, to show his Godhead iTMC^ 
^an III ius swuddUingbanda coiktx^\)tk<^ ^«3DKRR^'^^^^ 

Bb2 
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So, when the sun in bed, 
Curtain'd with cloudy red. 

Pillows his chin upon an orient wave. 
The flocking shadows pale 
Troop to the' infernal jail. 

Each fetter'd ghost slips to liis several grave t 
And the yellow-skirted fayes [maze. 

Fly after the night-steeds, leaving their moon-loT'd 

But see, the Virgin bless'd 
Hath Isud her Babe to rest ; 

Time is, our tedious song should here have end- 
Heaven's youngest -teemed star [ing: 
Hath fix'd her polish'd car, 

Her sleeping Lord with handmaid lamp attend- 
And all about the courtly stable [ing: 

Bright-hamess'd angels sit in order serviceable. 



THE I\2SSI0A\ 



Erewrile of music, and ctliercal mirth, 

M'hercwith the stag-e of air and earth clid ring. 

And joyous news of heavenly Infant's birtli. 

My Muse with Angels did divide to sing ; 

But headlong joy is ever on the wing. 

In wintry solstice like the shorten'd light. 

Soon swallow'd up in dark and long out-living night. 

For now to sorrow must I tune my song. 
And set my harp to notes of saddest woe. 
Which on our dearest, l^wd did seize ere long, 
Dang'ers, and snares, axv\\r5wv'^^,^\A^«twt^Saa^^ 
Which he for us did ?y^^\^ >Mv^^t^^\ 
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Most perfect Hero, tried in heaviest plight 
Of labours huge and hard, too hard for human wight ! 

He, sovereign Priest, stooping his regal head. 
That drop'd with odorous oil down his fwr eyes, 
Poor fleshy tabernacle entered. 
His starry front low-roofl beneath the skies : 
O, what a maak was there, what a disg^uise ! 

Yet more ; the stroke of death he must abide. 
Then lies him meekly down fast byhis brethren's side. 

These latest scenes confine my roving verse ; 
To this horizon is my Phoebus bound : 
His g^odlike acts, and his temptations fierce. 
And former sufferings, other where are found ; 
Loud o'er the rest Cremona's trump doth sound; 

Me softer airs befit, and softer strings 
Of lute or viol still, more apt for mournful things. 

Befriend me, Night, best patroness of grief; 

Over the pole thy thickest mantle throw. 

And work my flattered fancy to belief. 

That Heaven and Earth arc colour'd with my woe ; 

My sorrows are too dark for day to know : 

The leaves should all be black whereon I write, 
And letters, where my tears have wash'd, a wan- 
nisli white. 

See,' see the chariot, and those rushing wheels. 
That whirl'd the Prophet up at Chebar flood; 
My spirit some transporting Cherub feels, 
To bear me where the towers of Salam stood. 
Once glorious towers, now sunk in guiltless blood : 

There doth my soul in holy visioiv w\-> 
fn pensive trance^ and angiuih, aivd ecsXaJac ^. 



Miiie cy« bsdi ibnid tint Md tepuldttil JMlt *' ; 
llHt tvw Hie eiiket of He«veii*s lidMMt «Mf f '**' 
And Imm^ thougli grief my feeble Imdi 19 Mi 
Tet OB te Mften'd qmny would I Mipn 

VornnioweniiiftratitedneiMf tMHt; ' 
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Or iboald I Hieaee^ fannied on ▼i ewtow wfai^ 
TMcb «p ft weeping on tlie nxmnlaiae wfld^ 
tile gende neigfabonriiood of grove and ipli|g 
Would oooiiiiidKiMHn an their eeboeefllHii'' ' 
And I (Ibr grief k emir l>egiiiFd) 
M^ lUnk tibe^ infection of nj nsfdvii] 
H^ igotftinceof monniertcmaomeprieipM^ 

k9 kad^ w&M hi wrHe it, and nothing nOi^^'M 
who* wot b^fwif lefi it w^hdahed. 



vroiTTBS 
CaCUMCISIOJ^. 



Yb flannng Powers, and indnged Warriors briglit^ 
That erst with music, and triumphant song» 
First heard by happy watchful idiepherda' eatf 
So sweetly sung your joy the clouds along 
Through the soft nlence of the listening night; 
Now mourn; and« if sad share with us to bear 
Your fiery esaence casi ^<!^aiTi^ \«a« 
Bum in your dgY^ MAXwscto-^ 

Seas wept ftom oai dft«^ *?*^x;_ ,jv«w^ 
He, who with •aKt«^erf^^ta»=ri^'^^*^«^ 
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%nter*d the world, now bleeds to give us ease. 
^Us» how soon our sin 
Sore doth begin 
His infancy to seize ! 
O more exceeding* love, or law more just ? 
•Just law indeed, but more exceeding love ! 

Tot we, by rightful doom remediless, 

'Were lost in death* till he, that dwelt above 

High thron'd in secret bliss, for us frail dust 

Emptied his glory, even to nakedness ; 

And that g^eat covenant which we still transgress 

Entirely sadsiied ; 

And the full wrath beside 

Of vengeful justice bore for our excess ; 

And seals obedience first, with wounding smart, 

This day ; but O, ere long, 

Huge pang^ and strong 

Win pierce more near his heart. 



ON THE 

DEATH OF A FAIR LYFAjYT, 

DTIXG OF A rOUOH.* 

O FAIRK8T FLOW EH, no sooncr blown but blasted. 
Soft silken primrose, fading timelcssly. 
Summer's chief honour, if thou hadst out-lasted 
Bleak Winter's force tliat made thy blossom dry : 
For ho, being amorous on that lovely dye 

• Written in 1625, when Milton wm »evei!k\«eii. TVsjtvE&wxv^vv 
B daugbtvr of the poeCt sUier PUill'ii^. 'VVar\«'«v> 



That did thy cheek envenncil, thought to kia^ 
But kiU'd, alas ! and then bewaiPd hii fatal bliii. 

For unce grim Aquilo, his charioteer, 
By boisterous rape the' Athenian damsel got. 
He thou^t it touchM his deity full near. 
If likewise he some fair one wedded not. 
Thereby to wipe away the' infamous blot 

Of long-uncoupled bed and childless eld. 
Which, 'mongfst the wanton gods, a foul reproici 
was held. 

So, mounting up in icy-pearled car. 
Through middle empire of the freexing air 
He wander'd long, till thee he spied from &ti 
There ended was his quest, there ceas'd his eift: 
Down he descended from his snow-soft chair. 

But, all unwares, with his cold-kind embrace 
Unhous'd thy virgin soul from her fair biding place. 

Yet art thou not inglorious in thy fate ; 
For so Apollo, with unweeting hand. 
Whilom did slay his dearly-loved mate. 
Young Hyacinth, bom on Eurotas' strand. 
Young Hyacinth, the pride of Spartan land ; 

But then transformed him to a purple flower: 
Alack, that so to change thee Winter had no 
power ! 

Vet can I not persuade me thou art dead. 
Or that thy corse corrupts in earth's dark wcmbf 
Or that thy beauties lie in wormy bed. 
Hid from the "woTld iiv a low-delved tomb ; 
Could Heaven fot piX.'^ ^<^fe w ^xxveQc^ ^s^cso^' 
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no ! for something in thy face did shine 
I mortality, that showed thou was divine. 

^e me then, oh Soul most surely blessed, 
it be that thou these plunts dost hear ;) 
le, brii^t Spirit, where'er thou hoyerest, 
lier above that hig^ first-moving sphere, 
the' filysian fields^ (if such there were ;) 
say me true, if thou wert mortal wight, 
rhy from us so qiuckly thou didst take thy 
flight? 

thou some star which from the ruin'd roof 

ik'd Ol3rmpus by mischance didst fall; 

I careful Jove in Nature's true behoof 

up, and in fit place did reinstall ? 

I of late Earth's sons be^eg^ the wall 

kheeny Heaven, and thou, some (goddess fled, 

g^ us here below to hide thy nectar'd head f 

:rt thou that just Maid, who once before 
3k the hated earth, O tell me sooth, 

am'st ag^n to visit us once more f 
rt thou [Mercy,] that sweet-simHng youth ? 
it crown'd matron sage white-robed Truth ? 
my other of that heavenly brood [good r 

>wn in cloudy throne to do the world some 

rt thou of the golden-winged host, 

having clad thyself in human weed, 

rth frt>m thy prefixed seat didst post, 

fter short abode fly back with speedy 

to show what creatures heaven doth breeds 

Teby to set the hearts of men on fire 

•}m the sordid world, iaiduiitoYi»vfeii%»fAX%''- 
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But oh ! why didst thou not stay here below, 
To bless us with thy heaven-lov'd innocence. 
To skke his wrath whom sin hath made our fo^. 
To turn swift-rushing black Perdition hence. 
Or drive away the slaughtering' Pestilence, 

To stand 'twixt us and our deserved smart ? — 
But thou canst best perform that office where thi 
art. 

Then thou, the Mother of so sweet a Child, 
Her false-imagin'd loss cease to lament. 
And wisely learn to curb thy sorrows wild; 
Think what a present thou to God hast sent. 
And render him with patience what he lent : 
This if thou do, he will an offspring give. 
That, till the world's last end, shall make thy nas 
to live„ 



OJV' TIME* 



Fly, envious Time, till thou run out thy race ; 
Call on the lazy leaden-stepping hours. 
Whose speed is but the heavy plummet's pace ; 
And glut thyself with what tliy womb devours. 
Which is no more than what is false and vain. 
And merely mortal dross ; 
So little is our loss. 
So little is thy gain ! 

For when as each thing bad thou hast entomb'd. 
And last of all thy greedy self consum'd, 

* In Milton^t manmcT\^^'<«ix\X\QTvv(\tU Kit own hand, the title 
* On Time. To &e tct on a clock-case,^ 
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Then long Eternity shall greet our bliss 
With an individual kiss ; 
And Joy shall overtake us as a flood, 
When every thing that b sincerely g^d 
And perfectly divine. 

With Truth, and Peace, and Love, shall ever sliine 
About the supreme throne 
Of Him, to' whose happy-making sight alone 
When once our heavenly guided soul shall climb ; 
Then, all this earthly grossness quit, 
Attir'd with stars, we shall for ever sit, [O Time ! 
Triumphing over Death, and Chance, and thee, 



AT 

A SOLEMJSr MUSIC. 



^lxss'd pwr of Syrens, pledges of Heaven's joy, 
Sphere-born harmonious sisters, Voice and Verse, 
AVed your divine sounds, and mifd power employ 
XDead things with inbreath'd sense able to pierce ; 
-And to our high-rais'd phantasy present 
"Xliat undisturbed song of pure concent, 
-A.ye sung before the sapphire-colour'd throne 
'X'o him that sits thereon, 
^»Vith siuntly shout, and solemn jubilee ; 
"^l^There the bright Seraphim, in burning row, 
eir loud up-liiled angel-trumpets blow : 
d the cherubic host, in thousand quires, 
'ouch their immortal harps of golden wires, 
"^^th those just Spirits that wear victorious palms. 
l3rmns devout and holy psalms 
luging* everlastingly : 
VOL, rii. c c 
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That we on earth, with undiscording vmce, 

Bfay rightly answer that melodious noiae; 

As once we did; till disproportion'd nn 

Jarr'd against Nature's chime, and with harsh £n 

Broke the fidr mudc that all creatures made 

To their great Lord, whose love their motkm swiy'd 

In perfect diapason, whilst they stood 

In first obedience, and their state of good. 

O, may we soon again renew that saag, 

AxtA. keep in tune with Heaven, till God ere long 

To his celestial concert us unite. 

To live with him, and sing in endless mom of figkf 



▲ir 
EPITAPH 

ON THE 

jMarchioj^ss of wij^chesteb* 

This rich marble doth inter 

The honour'd wife of Winchester, 

A Viscount's daughter, an Earl's heir. 

Besides what her virtues fair 

Added to her noble birth. 

More than she could own from earth. 

Summers three times eight save one 

She had told ; alas ! too soon. 

After so short time of breath. 

To house with darkness, and with death. 

* Jane, dan{;hiet of TVi^t&SM,Vxrite\nk\^^viKBfc<kVul.<«ift «r Jalii| 
Marquis of WmcbniteT. 
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'et had the number of her days 
teen aa complete as was her pndse, 
Mature and Fate had had no strife 
n giving limit to her life. 

Her high birth, andlier graces sweet, 
Imckly found a lover meet ; 
lie virgin quire for her request 
lie God that sits at marriage feast ; 
le at their invoking came, 
tat with a scarce well-hghted flame ; 
knd in hb garland, as he stood, 
'e might discern a cypress bud. 
toce had the early matrons run 
*o greet her of a lovely son, 
jid now with second hope she goes, 
lud calls Lucina to her throes ; 
tut, whether by mischance or blame, 
Ltropos for Lucina came ; , ;' 
jid with remorseless cruelty 
poil'd at once both fruit and tree : 
lie hapless babe, before his birth, 
[ad burial, yet not laid in earth *, 
Old the languished mother's womb 
Vm not long a Uving tomb. 

So have I seen some tender slip, 
av^d with care from winter's nip, 
"he pride of her carnation train, 
iuck'd up by some unheedy swain, 
Hio only thought to crop the flower. 
Tew shot up from vernal shower ; 
lut the fair blossom hangs the head 
ide-ways, as on a dying bed, 
Lnd those pearls of dew she wears.* 
'rove to be presaging tears, 
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"Which the sad mom had let fall 
On her hastening funeral. 

Gentle Lady, may thy g^ve 
Peace and quiet ever have ; 
After this thy travsul sore 
Sweet rest seize thee evermore, 
That to ^ve the world increase, 
Shorten'd hast thy own life's lease. 
Here, besides the sorrowing 
That thy noble house doth bring. 
Here be tears of perfect moan 
Wept for thee in Helicon ; 
And some flowers, and some bays. 
For thy hearse, to strew the ways. 
Sent thee from the banks of Came, 
Devoted to thy virtuous name ; 
M'^hilst thou, bright Saint, high sit'st in glory. 
Next her, much like to thee in story. 
That fair Syrian shepherdess,* 
"Who, after years of barrenness. 
The highly favour*d Joseph bore 
To him that serv'd for her before. 
And at her next birth, much like thee. 
Through pangs fled to felicity. 
Far within the bosom bright 
Of blazing Majesty and Light : 
There with thee, new welcome Sadnt, 
Like fortunes may her soul acquaint. 
With thee there clad in radiant sheen. 
No Marchioness, but now a Queen. 

* Rachsel, Uie daughter of Laban, and wi& of Jaoobb Shei 
in giving birth to Benjamin. 
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SONG 

ON 

MAY MORJ^IJStG, 

Now the bright Morning-star, day's harbinger, 
Gomes dancing from the east, and leads with her 
The flowery May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowslip and the pale primrose* 
ifaul, bounteous May, that dost inspire 
Mirth, and youth, and warm desire ; 
Woods and gproves are of thy dressing. 

Hill, and dale, doth boast thy blessing. 
Thus we salute thee with our earty song. 

And welcome thee, and wish thee long. 



oa* 



MISCELLANIES. 



ANNO JETATIS XIX. 



Jit a Vacatiov Exbbcisb in the CoLxveE, part Lt 
part English. TVie Latin speeches ended, the E 
ti»h thus begun, 

[Written in 1637.] 

Hail, native Languag'e, that by sinews weak 
Didst move my first endeavouring" tongne to spe 
And mad'st imperfect words witli childish trips, 
Half unpronounc'd, slide through my infant-lips 
Driving dumb Silence from the portal door. 
Where he had mutely sat two years before : 
Here I salute thee, and thy pardon ask, 
Thiit now I use thee in my latter task : 
Small loss it is that thence can come unto thee, 
I know my tongue but little grace can do thee : 
Thou necd*st not be ambitious to be first. 
Believe me I have thither pack'd tlie worst: 
Ami, if it happen as I did fosecast. 
The daintiest dishes shall be serv'd up last. 
I pray thee then deny me not thy aid 
For this same small neglect that I have made : 
JRut haste thee stm^VvX \.o <\^ci xtv^ qwc^ a \^leasur 
, And from thy vraTdro\ife)oT\Tv'^^^ Ow^^^q^'^xx^'m 
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Not those new-fangled toys, and trimming slight. 

Which takes our late fantastics with delight; 

But cull those richest robes, and gay'st attire. 

Which deepest spirits and choicest wits desire. 

I have some naked thoughts that rove about. 

And loudly knock to have their passage out ; 

And, weary of their place, do only stay. 

Till thou hast deck'd them in thy best array ; 

That so they may, without suspect or fears. 

Fly swiftly to this fair assembly's ears ; 

Yet I had rather, if I were to choose. 

Thy service in some graver subject use. 

Such as may make thee search thy coffers round. 

Before thou clothe my fancy in fit sound : 

Such where the deep transported mind may soar 

Above the wheeling poles, and at Heaven's door 

Look in, and see each blissful deity 

How he before the thundrous throne doth lie. 

Listening to what unshorn Apollo sings 

To' the touch of golden wires, while Hebe brings 

Immortal nectar to her kingly sire : 

Then passing through the spheres of watchful fire. 

And misty regions of wide air next under. 

And hills of snow, and lofts of piled thunder. 

May tell at length how green-ey'd Neptune raves. 

In Heaven's defiance mustering all hi§ waves ; 

Then sing of secret things that came to pass 

When beldam Nature in her cradle was ; 

And last of kings, and queens, and heroes old. 

Such as the wise Demodocus once told 

In solemn songs at king Alcinus' feast. 

While sad Ulysses' soul, and all tlie rest. 

Are held, with his melodious harmony. 

In wiUing chains and sweet ca\>\A\\t>f . 



But §» f w itor^ nf Mote, 



Thott kaiMr«M it Mit be wnrUqr onl^ Wat 
To Imp Ib cMfMiP oTtibf pmfieowiit: 
tWa qitgfc ih— t dy papoi^d t w ii imi ^ltm$ 
Thrt tt llMi ant I aqr Mlgn ngr 






GM»Mkb«fltoidtibMb8Mii fbn«ttlqrUva^ 
Tha ftevy Itftei daae'd vpoa the hetttii ; 
Tlijr drowijr nune hath iwoni the did them 9jgif 
Come tr^ping to the room whttt^ thoa ^dtt fie» 
Andy ffreetlf iinging round about thj bed^ 
Strew til dieir bleaaingi on thy sleeping head. 
She heard them give thee this, that thou ahooUit 
From eyea of mortala walk invimble : [iliR 

Yet there ia aomething that doth force my fear; 
For once it waa my diamal hap to hear * 
A Sibyl old, bow-bent with crooked age^ 
That to erenta full wisely could preaage, ' 
Andy in time's long and dark perspectiye g]aa% 
Foresaw what future days should bring to paaa; 
• Your Bon,* said she, • (nor can you it prevent) 
Shall subject be to many an Accident. 
O'er all Ms brethren he shall reign as king. 
Vet every one E\id\m%k^\s^Tii\vxA<&'^^Kai^\ 
And those, that catmolYwefeomVsOTi wpaaAet^ 
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In worth and excellence he shall out-go them, 
Yet, being above them, he shall be below them ; 
From others he shall stand in need of nothing. 
Yet on his brothers shall depend for clotliing. 
To find a foe it shall not be his hap. 
And Peace shall lull him in her flowery lap ; 
Yet shall he Uve in strife, and at his door 
Devouring War shall never cease to roar: 
Yea, it shall oe his natural property 
To harbour those that are at enmity. 
What power, what force, what mighty spell, if not 
Your learned hands can loose this Gordian knot ?' 



The ttext Qtr aktitt and Quality spake in prose / 
then Relatigit -ufos called by his name, 

RiYE&B, arise ; whether thou be the son 
Of utmost Tweed, or Oose, or gulfy Dun, 
Or Trent, who, like some earth-bom giant, spreads 
Hist thirty arms along the' indented meads; 
Or sullen Mole, that runneth underneath ; 
Or Severn swift, guilty of maiden's death ; 
Or rocky Avon, or of sedgy Lee, 
Or coaly Tine, or ancient haUow'd Dee ; 
Or Humber loud, that keeps the Scythian's name ; 
Or Medway smooth, or royal-tower'd Thame.* 

[The rest wasproseJ] 

* It his Iiard to ny, in what sense, or in what rotinner, this intra- 
daction of the riven was to be applied to the suluect. Wartm, 
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AN EPITAPH 

•9 TBI ABXIBABUE DBAXATIC POST, 

What needs my Shakspeare, for his honoured bos 

The Isbour of an age in piled stones P 

Or that his hallow'd reHques should be hid 

Under a star-jrpointing pyramid ? 

Dear son of memory, great heir of fame. 

What need'st thou such weak witness of thy nia 

Thou, in our wonder and astonishment. 

Hast buih thyself a live-long monument. 

For whilst, to' the shame of slow-endeavouriDg a 

Thy easy numbers flow ; and that each heart 

Hath, from the leaves of thy tovalued book. 

Those Delphic lines with deep impresaon took; 

Then thou, our fancy of itself bereaving. 

Dost make us marble with too much conceiving; 

And, so sepulchred, in such pomp dost lie. 

That kings, for such a tomb, would wish to die. 



Olf THE 

UNIVERSITY CARRIER, 

Who sickened in the time of his vacancy ; being fiirh 
to go to Londony by reason of the plaguef. 

Hehk lies old Hobson ; Death hath broke lus girt 
\nd here, alas ! hath laid him in the dirt ; 

* This Epitaph is dated 1530, in >filton*i own editkm of I 
poems in 1673. 

t Hobson, ihe CamViuAge wirv\eT,si\Qd Jau. 1, 1S30, while t 
ybffue was in London. 
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Or else the ways being foul, twenty to one, 

He's here stuck in a slough, and overthrown. 

*Twas such a shifter, that, if truth were known. 

Death was half glad when he had g^t him down ; 

For he had, any time this ten years full, 

Dodg'd DHth him betwixt Cambridge and The Bull.* 

And surely Death could never have prevailed, 

Had not his weekly course of carriage fail'd ; 

But lately finding him so long at home. 

And thinking now his journey's end was come. 

And that he had ta'en up his latest inn ; 

In the kind office of a chamberlain 

Show'd him lus room where he must lodge that night, 

Pull'd off his boots, and took away the light : 

If any ask for him, it shall be said, 

^ Hobson has supt, and's newly gone to bed.* 



▲KOTHER Oir THE SAME. 



Herb lieth one, who did most truly prove 
That he could never die while he could move : 
So hung his destiny, never to rot 
While he might still jog on and keep his trot. 
Made of sphere-metal, never to decay 
Until his revolution was at stay. 
Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime 
'Gainst old truth) motion number'd out his time ; 
And like an engine mov'd with wheel and weight, 
Hb principles being ceas'd, he ended straight. 
Rest, that gives all men life, gave him his death. 
And too much breathing put him out of breath; 

* In BUbopsgite'Stieet^liOBAtQfi^ 



o 
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Nor were it contradiction to affirm, 
Too long vacation hastened on his term. 
Merely to drive the time away he sicken'd. 
Fainted, and died, nor would with ale be quicken'd; 
* Nay,' quoth he, ' on his swooning bed outstretched, 
If I mayn't carry, sure I'll ne'er be fetched. 
But vow, though the cross doctors all stood hearers, 
For one carrier put down to make mx bearers.' 
Ease was his chief disease ; and, to judge rig^t. 
He died for heaviness that his cart went light ; 
His leisure told him that his time was come. 
And lack of load made liis life burdensome. 
That ev'n to his last breath, (there be that sayH) 
As he were press'd to death, he cried, 'More 
But, had his doings lasted as they were, [weight;' 
He had been an immortal carrier. 
Obedient to the moon he spent his date 
In course reciprocal, and had liis fate 
Link'd to the mutual flowing of the seas. 
Vet (strange to think) his -wain was his increase: 
His letters are delivei*'d all and gone, 
Only remains this superscription. 



•»>■ THE >*EW FORCERS OF COXSCIESCE UNOEIl TI* 

LOXG I\2RLLiMEA^l\ 

Because you have thrown off your Prelate-Lon!, 
And with stiff vows renounc'd his Liturg\', 
To seize the widow'd whore Pluralitv 
From them wUose su\ ye envied, not alihorr'd ; 

Dare yc for l\\\s \vV^vMt ^\<i ^vsA ^^^x^S. 
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To force our consciences that Christ set free. 
And ride us with a classic hierarchy- 
Taught ye by mere A. S.* and RotJierford rf 
Men, whose life, learning, faith, and pure intent. 
Would have been held in high esteem with Paul, 
Must now be nam^d and printed Heretics 
Sy shallow Edwjirdst and Scotch what d'ye call :§ 
But we do hope to find out all your tricks. 
Your plots and packing worse than tliose of Trent; 

That so the Parliament 
May, with their wholesome and preventive shears, 
CDp your phylacteries, though balk your ears, 

And succour our just fears. 
When they shall read tliis clearly in your charge, 
* New Presbyter is but old Priest writ large.' 

* Adam Steuart, a divine of the church of Scotland, and the 
author of teveral polemical tracts: some portkms of which com* 
mence with A. S. only prefixed. TodeU 

"t Samuel Rotherford, or Rutherford, one ni the chief commis- 
tkmen of the church of Scotland, and professor of divinity in the 
university of St. Andrew. He published a great rariety of Cal- 
vinlstic tracts. 

% Thomas Edwards, minister, a pamphleteering opponent of 
Milton; ^oae plan of independency he assailed with shallow in- 
vectives. 

^ Periups Henderson, or Galaspie, Scotch divines : the former 
of whom appears as * a loving friend,' in Rutherford's Joshua Re* 
ffiTivus ; and the bitter was one of the ecclesiastical commissioners 
at Westminster. Jrarton. 



TOL. VII. P 



TAAK8LATION8. 



m RIM warn m wiAOBt uw, i. 
W^f rindw jmiOk Mtow^d with Uqnld o^ 

ii wm t h i tfcy § »M in JwiTt 
Mrii In % witMMf (H how oft duA IM 
Oa fcMi MJi ihMifod. godi oomphh^ mi m 

Boii|li with hkek windib and ttoniit 

Vawonlod iMD idnlre I 
Who now oi^lojrt thoo orodukmty tU gokt 
Who tlwagri vootntt tlwtgm amiihlo 

Hopot tho«» of flAtterinf gtlof 

ClnmlndAil. Hapleu they I 

TO whom thou' untrlod Mom'it ftdrt Ma, 
Picture, the laored well deehu^ to' have hu 

Hy dank and dropping weeda 

To the item god ofaea. 

raoM oiorfnir ot iioirMOimi.* 

Bnvtvi MtM addrtftff DtAiri in $h§ e^wU 

Laoeiou. 

(^nttmiii of ihadei, and huntreii, who at will 
WaUL*«t on Iho toVlVc^ v^V\«t%v %»d throui 
doop) 



* i»M.«rM*\%u\.**xs\t%vi^«^^wwiwwi 
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hy third reign, the earth, look now, and tell 
t land, what seat of rest, thou bidit me seek ; 
t certain seat, where I may worship thee 
lye, with temples vow'd and virgin quiret. 

f/fm^ %leeping before the altarf siah a anewere in 
a vMoUf the eame rd^hi, 

rvs, hr to the west, in the ocean wide, 
ind the realm of daul, a land there lies^ 
1^ it lies, where giants dwelt of old; 
void, it fits thy people : thither bend 
course ; there shalt thou find a lasting aeal; 
e to thy sons another Troy shall rise, 
kings be bom of thee, whose dreadfUl might 
awe the world, and conquer nations bold. 

raox OAKTS. 

3onttantine, of how much ill was cause, 
hy conversion, but those rich domains 
thp first wealthy pope received of thee. 

FROM OANTI. 

DID in chaste and humble poverty, 

St them that rais'd thee dost thou lift thy horn, 

dent whore, where hast thou placed thy hope ' 

Y adulterers, or thy ill-got wealth f 

her Constantinc comes not in haste. 

inOM ARIOSTO. 

passM he to a flowery mountain green, 
h once smelt sweet, now hV\\\Vl% %a 'CtR^CkiavaA^ . 

as the ffift, if you the \ruV\\ vi'>>\\vKS^» 
;o/i.staii(ine to |^od S^y\vc^\.fiT f>Nt^. 



I 
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VmOV ■•BACK. 

W«« do we Gount » good ntii ? Whcmi bi 
Who keept the laws and itatntes of the sen 
Who judge* in grott miU and cpntroveniei 
Whose witness and opinion wins the cause i 
Bat his own house, sod the whole neighbou 
Sees luM fipul iniide through his whited skin 

mmwtmxmw^ 

Tan is true Hbertjr, when fiveboni mtn. 
Having to^ advise ibe pnbfic^ may i^peak fire 
Whkh he who eal^ and will^ desenres higfa 
W&o HeidMsr, eta^ nor will^ may hdid hia pei 
Whit caa'be JQSter in a state than this?' 

VBOXHOaACS. 



Langlung to teach the truth. 



What hinders P -As some teachers g^ve to h 
Junkets an4 knacks, that they may learn api 



FBOM HOBACB. 



Joking decides g^at things, 



Stronger and better oft than earnest can. 

tBOM BOrHOCLES. 

'Tis you that Say it, not I. You do the dee< 
And your ungodly deeds find me the words 

raOX SENECA. 



There caca'be %\»mv 



No sacrifice to God Taot^ «t<tce^\aiJc\^ 
Than an unjuat aud -mOLeA-^Kov^. 
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PSALM I. 

Dene into verse, 1653. 

Buu*B is the man who hath not walk'd astray 
b counsel of the wicked, and i' the way 
Of sinners hath not stood, and in the seat 
Of scomers hath not sat : but in the great 
Jehovah's law is ever his delight. 
And in his law he studies day and night. 
Be shall be as a tree wluch planted grows 
9f watery streams, and in his season knows 
To jaeld his fhiit, and his leaf shall not fidl. 
And what he takes in hand shall prosper all. 
Not so the wicked, but as chaif which fann'd 
The wind drives, so the wicked shall not stand 
In judgment, or abide their trial then, 
Nor sinners in the' assembly of just men. 
For the Lord knows the upright way of the just, 
^d the way of bad men to ruin must. 

PSALM II. 

Done Aug. 8, 1653. Terxetti. 

Wht do the Gentiles tumult, and the Nations 
Muse a vain thing, tlic kings of the' earth upstand 
With power, and princes in their congregations 
LMy deep their plots together lYvrow^ tv^\wA 
Aguinst the Lord and Uia Nlc«s\^\\ Citw> 
Let us break oflT, say t\\ey» b^ ^^xwi^S^^"^^"^*^ 

i>d2 
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Their bonds, and cast from us, no more to weai 
Their twisted cords: He, who in heaven < 

dwell. 
Shall laugh ; the Lord shall scofF them ; then, 

Speak to them in his wrath, and in his fell [v 
And fierce ire trouble them ; but I, saith he, 
Anointed have my King (though ye rebel) 

On Sion my holy hill. A fififtn decree 

I will declare : The Lord to me hath said. 
Thou art my Son, I have begotten thee 

This day ; ask of me, and the grant is made ; 
As thy possesion I on thee bestow 
The heathen ; and, as thy conquest to be swa 

Earth's utmost bounds: them shalt thou bring full 
YTxih iron sceptre bruis'd, and them disperse 
Like to a potter's vessel shiver'd so. 

And now be viise at length, ye kings averse. 
Be taught, ye judges of the earth ; with fear 
Jehovah ser\'e, and let your joy converse 

Willi trembhng; kiss the Son, lest he appear 
In anger and ye perish in the way. 
If once liis wrath take fire, like fuel sere, 

1 lappy all those who have in him tlieir stay ! 

PSALM III. Aug. 9, 1653. 

When hejledfi'om Absalom, 

Lord, how many are my foes ! 
How many those. 
That in arms against me rise ! 
Many are they. 
That of my \\fe ^s\.tm"&\X>3X!l^ \ivw^ say \ 
Vo help for biiauv Go^VJsvct^Xifc^. 



\ 
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But thou. Lord, art my shield, my glory. 
Thee, through my story. 
The' exalter of my head I count; 
Aloud I cried 
Unto Jehovah, he full soon replied. 
And heard me from his holy mount. 

I lay and slept ; I wak'd again ; 
For my sustain 
Was the Lord. Of many millions 
The populous rout 
I fear not, though, encamping round about. 
They pitch against me their pavilions. 

Rise, Lord ; save me, my God ; for thou 
Hast smote, ere now 
On the cheek-bone all my foes, 
Of men abhor'd 
Hast broke the teeth. This help was from the 
Thy blessing on thy people flows. [Lord ; 

PSALM IV. Aug. 10, 1653. 

Answer me when I call, 
God of my righteousness ; 
In straits and in distress. 
Thou didst me disenthrall 
And set at large ; now spare. 

Now pity me, and hear my earnest prayer. 
Great ones, how long will ye 
My glory have in scorn ? 
How long be tlius forborne 
Still to love vanity ? 
To love, to seek, to prize. 

Things faJse and vain, and ivo\).\viv^ fi^ftfc^axs^^^^V^ 
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Yet know the Lord hath chose, 
Chose to himself apart, 
The good and meek of heart ; 
(For whom to choose he knows) 
Jehovah from on lugh 

Win hear my voice, what time to him I cry. 
Be aw*d, and do not sin ; 
Speak to your hearts alone. 
Upon your beds, each one. 
And be at peace within : 
Offer the offerings just 

Of righteousness, and in Jehovah trust. 
Many Ihere be that say, 
Who yet will show us g^ood ? 
Talking like this world's brood ; 
But, Lord, thus let me pray ; 
On us lift up the light. 

Lift up the favour of thy countenance bright. 
Into my heart more joy 
And gladness thou hast put. 
Than when a year of glut 
Their stores doth over-cloy, 
And from their plenteous grounds 

With vast increase their corn and wine abounds 
In peace at once will I 
Both lay me down and sleep ; 
For thou alone dost keep 
Me safe where'er I lie ; 
As in a rocky cell 
Thou, Lord ! alone, in safety mak'st me dweU 
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PSALM V. Aug. 12, 1653. 

Jehotah ! to my words give ear. 
My meditation weigh ; 
The voice of my complaining hear. 
My King and God ; for unto thee I pray. 
Jehovah ! thou my early voice 
Shalt in the monung hear ; 
I* the morning I to thee witli choice 
Will rank my prayers, and watch till thou appear. 
For thou art not a God that takes 

In wickedness delight ; 
Evil with thee no biding makes ; 
Fools or madmen stand not within thy siglit. 
All workers of iniquity 

Thou hat'st ; and them unbless'd 
Thou wilt destroy that speak a lie ; 
The bloody and g^leful man God doth detest. 
But I will, in thy mercies dear. 
Thy numerous mercies, go 
Into thy house ; I, in thy fear. 
Will tow'rd thy holy temple worship low. 
Lord ! lead me in thy righteousness. 

Lead me, because of those 
That do observe if I transgress ; 
Set thy ways right before, where my step goes. 
For in lus faltering mouth unstable. 

No word is firm or sooth. 
Their inside, troubles miserable ; 
An open grave their thixjat, their tongue they 
God ! find them guilty, let them fall [smooth. 

By their own counsels quelPd ; 
Push them in their rebellions all 
/>tjli on ; for against thee tl\ey \ia.\^ icit>a^^» 
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Then all, who trust in thee, shall bring 

Their joy: while thou from blame 
Defend'st Uiem, they shall ever sing 
And shall triumph in tiiee, who love thy name 
For thou, Jehovah ! wilt be found 

To bless the just man still ; 
As with a shield, thou wilt surround 
Him with thy lasting favour and good wiH. 



FSALM VI. Aug. 13, 1653. 

LoBB, in thine anger do not reprehend me. 
Nor in thy hot displeasure me correct; 
pity me. Lord, for I am much deject. 
And very weak and faint ; heal and amend me : 
For all my bones, that ev'n with anguish ake. 

Are troubled, yea my soul is troubled sore. 

And thou, O Lord ! how long ? Turn, Lord ; restore 
My soul ; O save me for thy goodness' sake ! 
For in death no remembrance is of thee ; 

Who in the g^ve can celebrate thy praise ? 

Wearied I am with sighing out my dayss 
Nightly my couch I make a kind of sea ; 
My bed I water with my tears ; mine eye 

Through grief consumes, is waxen old and dark 

r the midst of all mine enemies that mark. 
Depart, all ye that work iniquity. 
Depart from me ; for the voice of my weeping 

The Lord hath heard ; the Lord hath heard my 
prayer ; 

My supplication with acceptance fair 
7'Jie Lord will own, 9C[v^\iaNe.xsv^ vciX^V^^^in^. 
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le enemies shtll all be blank, and daih'd 

ITith much condition; then, grown red with 

diame, 
'hey shall return in haste the way they came» 
1 in a moment shall be quite abtthM. 



PSALM Vn. Aug. 14^ 1653. 

»jt the wordf of CimA, the Bei^amte, qj^aiiiet him. 

u», my God, to thee I fly ; 
e me and secure me under 
r protection, while I cry ; 
t, as the lion, (and no wonder,) 
haste to tear my soul asunder, 
iring, and no rescue nigh. 

tl, my God, if I have thought 
done this; if wickedness 
in my hands ; if I have wrought 
:o him that meant me peace ; 
to him have rendered less, 
1 not freed my foe for nought; 

; the' enemy pursue my soul 
i overtake it ; let him tread 
life down to the earth, and roll 
Jie dust my glory dead, 
J\e dust ; and, there outspread, 
Igc it with dishonour foul. 

e, Jehovah ! in thine ire, 
iBv thyself amidst the rage 
nyrfoea, that urge like ftre; 
wuke for me, their fuiT* assai^^ . 
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Judgment here thou didst engagt: 
And command, which I desire. 

So the' assemblies of each nation 
Will surround thee, seeking right ; 
Thence to thy glorious habitation 
Return on high, and in their sight. 
Jehovah judgeth most upright 
All people from the world's foundation. 

Judge me. Lord ; be judge in this 
According to my righteousness. 
And the innocence which is 
Upon me : cause at length to cease 
Of evil men the w^ickedness, 
And their power that do amiss. 

But the just establish fast. 

Since thou* art the just God that tries 

Hearts and reins. On God is cast 

My defence, and in him lies. 

In liim who, both just and wise. 

Saves the' upright of heart at last. 

God is a just judge and severe. 

And God is every day offended ; 

If the' unjust will not forbear. 

His sword he whets, his bow hath bendeU 

Already, and for him intended 

The tools of death that wait him near. 

(His arrows purposely made he 
For them that persecute :) Behold, 
He travails big wilYiN^V! \ 
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Me he hath conceived of old, 
a ft womb ; and from that mould 
I at length brought forth a He. 

ligg'd a pit» and delv'd it deep« 

fen into the pit he made; 
mischief that due course doth keep^ 
as on hb head; and his ill trade 
iolence will, undelajr^d, 

on hia crown with ruin steep. 

n will I Jehovah's pndse 
ording to his justice raise, 
. sing the Name and Deity 
ehovah the Most High ! 



PSALM Vm. Aug. 14^ 1653. 

BHOTAH, our Lord, how wondrous g^eat 

nd glorious is thy Nune through all the earth! 

18 above the heavens thy praise to set 

ut of the tender mouths of latest birth. 

of the mouths of babes and sucklings thou 
ast founded strength, because of all thy foes, 
itint the enemy, and slack the' avenger's brow, 
"hat bends his rsige thy Providence to' oppose. 

en I behold thy heavens, thy fingers* art, 

he moon, and stars, which thou so bright hait 

set 
he pure firmament : then saitii my heart, 
, what is man that thou TemfttoibT^^^^^^ 
»x. VII, X e 
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And think'st upon him; or of man begot. 
That him thou visit'st, and of him art fooifd! 

Scarce to be less than gods, thou mad'st his lot. 
With honour and with state thou hast him crownU 

O'er the works of thy hand thou mad'st hun Loi4 
Thou hast put all under his lordly feet ; 

All flocks, and herds, by thy commanding woidl, 
All beasts that in the field or forest meet ; 

Fowl of the heavens, and fish that through the wet 
Sea-paths in shoals do slide, and know no dearth: 

O Jehovah, our Lord, how wondrous g^reat 
And glorious is thy Name through all the earth ! 



Apbil, 1648. J. H. 

JVKne of the Ptalms done into metre, -wtierein aB, hut 
•what is in a different character, are the very word: 
of the text translated from the original. 

PSALM LXXX. 

1 Thou, Shepherd, that dost Israel heef. 

Give ear in time of need,* 
Who leadest like a flock of sheep 
Thtf laved Joseph's seed ; 

That ffltt'st between the Cherubs bright, 

Between their toingt outspread; 
Shine forth, and from thy clmidgive light. 

And on ourfoen thy dread. 

2 In Ephraim's view and Benjamin's, 

And in Manasse's sight. 
Awake thy strength, come, and be seen 

To 8av« \A bt) tKi) msla« I 
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Turn us again ; thy grace divine 

To us, O God, vouchsafe; 
Cause thou thy face on us to shine. 

And then we shall be safe. 

Lord God of Hosts ! how long wilt thou, 

How long wilt thou declare 
Thy smoking wrath, and angry brow 

Against thy people's prayer ! 

Thou feed'st them with the bread of tears ; 

Their bread with tears they eat; 
And mak'st them largely drink the tears 

Wherewith their cheeks are vet. 

A strife thou mak'st us and a prey 

To every neighbour foe ; 
Among themselves they laugh, they play. 

And flouts at us they throw. 

Return us, and thy grace divine f 

O God of Hosts! vouchsafe; 
Cause thou thy face on us to shine. 

And then we shall be safe. 

A vine from Egypt thou hast brought, 

nyfree love made it thine. 
And drov'st out nations, proud and haught. 

To phu4 this lovely vine. 

Thou didst prepare for it a place. 

And root it deep and fast. 

That it began to grow apace, 

And fiU'd the land at last. 

« 

With her green shade that covered all. 

The hills were over-spread; . 
Her boughs as high as cedars tall 

Advanced their lofty head. 
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11 Her branches •» the wettem ride 

Down to the sea she sent. 

And uprwatd to that river laide 

Her other branches -went, 

12 Why hast thou laid her hedges low. 

And broken down her fence. 
That all may phick her, as they gt). 
With rudest violence? 

13 The twhed boar out of the wood 

Up turns it by the roots ; 
Wild beasts there browse, and make their €; 
Her grapes and tender ahoote. 

14 Return now, God of Hosts! K>ok down 

From Heaven, thy seat divine ; 
Behold ttt, hut -without afrovm^ 
And visit this thy vine. 

15 Visit this vine, which thy right hand 

Hath set, and planted longy 
And the young branch, that for thyself 
Thou hast made firm and strong. 

16 But now it is consumed with fire. 

And cut -with axe» down ; 
They perish at thy dreadful ire. 
At thy rebuke and frown. 

17 Upon the man of thy right hand 

Let thy good hand be laid,' 
Upon the son of man, whom thou 
Strong for thyself hast made. 

18 So shall we not go back from thee 

To loaya ofdn and shame; 
Quicken us thou ; then gladly we 
Shall caJiX uipoTv ^^ "^wc^^ » 
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19 Return us, and thy grace divine^ 
Lord God of Hosts! vouchsafe; 
Cause thou thy face on us to shin'e. 
And then we shall be safe. 



PSALM LXXXI. 

1 To God our streng^ sing loud, and clear. 

Sing loud to God our Sing; 
To Jacob's God, that all may hear. 
Loud acclamations ring. 

2 Prepare a hymn, prepare a song. 

The timbrel hither bring ; 
The cheerful psaltery bring along. 
And harp -with pleasant string, 

3 Blow, as is vont, in the new moon. 

With trumpets' lofty sound. 
The' appointed time, the day whereon 
Our solemn feast comes round, 

4 This was a statute given of old. 

For Israel to observe/ 
A law of Jacob's God, to hold, 

From whence they might not swerve, 

5 This he a testimony' ordain'd 

In Joseph, not to change; 
When as he pass'd through Egypt land; 
The tongue I heard was strange. 

6 From burden, and from slavish toil, 

I set his shoulder free : 
Ifis hands from pots, and miry soil^ 
Deliver'd were by me. 



r Wlwn tfOQbto Ad thee tore aMB^ 
Oto Me <tei didit tliim dOl ; 
And I to ftee Hiee dM iiMyW^ 
JtmdUdtkMml9fth'fiU. 

I MM W c tM tlwe in thunder deep. 
With doude enoainpMs'd round; 

I tried thee aft the water «tei^ 
or Meriba fvnmnif il. 

8 Hear, O ny people, keatkm well,- 

I teatiiy to thee^ 
T%tm muimii 9f€k 9/ hrm^ 
If you wih list to me : 

9 Throughout the land of thy, abode 

No afiea god ahaU b% 
Nor ahah tiioa to a fetdgn god 
In honour bead tlqr knee. 

10 I am the Lord thy God, which brought 

Thee out of Egypt land; 
Ask large enough, and I, befu^'ht, 
M'iU grant thy full demand. 

11 And yet my people would not hear, 

JW hearken to my voice ; 
And Israel, wh^m J ln-*d go dear, 
iCslik'd me for his choice. 

12 Then did I leave them to their will. 

And to their wandering mind ; 
Their own conceits they fbllow'd still* 
Their own devices blind. 

13 O, that my people would be vite. 

To serve me aJI their dayt .' 
And O, thallsia,e\ wo>3\!\ ouK-i^e 
7> walk my ri^jMew* Ni^^-^\ 
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X4 Then wouldl aoon bfing down their lbM» 
Thai 1WW 99 pfudlif fiM i 
And tiim my hand •geinit aU thue, 
T%a art their enemies* 

15 Who hste the Lord should Mm be fain 

T9 how to him and bend; 
But they^ hU people, ekeuki rewudnf 
Their time should have no end, 

16 And he would feed themyv^sm the eheek 

With flower of finest wheat. 
And satisfy them fW>m the rock 
With honey yW* their meat, 

PSALM LXX2UI. 

1 Gon in the great assembly stands 
Ofkinge and hrdly etateet 
Among the gods, on both his hands, 
He judges and debates. 

3 How long will ye pervert the right 
With judgment false and wrong. 
Favouring the wicked 6y ifur mght, 
Whe thence grew hold and etrong ? 

3 Regard the weak and fatherless. 

Dispatch the poor man's cause; 
And raise the man in deep distress 
By just and equal laws. 

4 Defend the poor and desolate. 

And rescue fVom the hands 
Of wicked men the low esUte 
Of him that help demande, 

5 They know not, nor will underslandt 

In darkneea they walk oi\\ 
The earth'u foundations all %x« tgl<q»V^> 
And out of order gone. 
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6 I said that ye were gods ; yea, all 

The sons of God Most High ; 

7 But ye shall die like men, uod fall 

As other princes die. 

8 Rise, God ; judge thou the earth in ndgtu, 

This wicked earth redress ; 
For thou art he who shall by right 
The nations all possess. 

PSALM LXXXm. 

1 Be not thou silent noto at lengthy 

O God ! hold not thy peace ; 
Sit thou not still ; O God of strength. 
We cry, and do not cease, 

2 For lo, ihy furious foes norw swell. 

And storm outrageously ; 
And they that hate thee, proud and fell. 
Exalt their heads full high. 

3 Against thy people they contrive 

Their plots and counsels deep ; 

Them to ensnare they chiefly strive 

Whom thou dost hide and keep. 

4 Come, let us cut them off, say they. 

Till they no nation be; 
That Israel's name for ever may 
Be lost in memory. 

5 For they consult with all their might, 

And all, as one in mind. 
Themselves against thee they unite, 
And in firm union bind. 

6 The tents of Edom, and the brood 

Of scornful Ishmael, 
Moab, with \]tiem o^ l^«9gu^^\Asyyi, 
That in the de«ert dwtill s 



7 Oebftl and Abubmi there eemp ir t f 

AnA hatefid AmeikCf 
The Philiftiiief> and th^ of Tjrre, 

8 With them jt«a<Aihur alio bandit 

•Au/ <i0M eet^hrm the knet .* 

To aid the lona of Lot. 

9 ]>o to them aa to Midian beid, 

7^0/ vaeted all the ceaeti 
To Siaera; and, aa it teld^ 
J%eu tUdet to Jabin'a heet, 

When^ at the brook of Kiahon eU, 
Thetf were repMd and elrnn^ 

10 At Endor quite cut off, and roU'd 

Aa dung upon the plain. 

11 As Zeb and Oreb evil sped, 

*8o let their princes speed ; 
As Zeba and Zahnunna bled^ 
8o let their princes hleed, 

12 For thetf anddtt their pride have said. 

By right now shall we seize 
God's houses, and -mU new invade 
Their stately palaces. 

13 My God! O make them as a wheel, 

AV quiet let them findi 
Giddy and rettlett let them reel 
Like stubble from the wind. 

14 As -when an aged wood takes lire, 

HTttch on a eudden BtrayB, 
The ^rreedy flame runs hig\\eT «cv<\\C\^tx , 
T'// ail the mountsdna b\aae \ 
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15 So with thy whiriwind tfa«m pamnt^ 

And with thy tempeit thtmt i 

16 Aiid» tiU they yieU theelionour dne^ 

Lord! fill with thune their ftco. 

17 Afham'd and troubled, let them be^ 

Troubled and thAm'd for erer i 
Ever confbunded, and ao die 
With ahame, and '$^p6 it never, 

18 Then ahall they know that Thou, wfaoee name 

Jehovah ia alone. 
Art the Moit High^ and Thou the eame 
O'er all the earth art One/ 



PSALM LXXXrV. 

1 How lovely are thy dwellings fair ! 

O Lord of Hosts, how dear 
The pleasant tabernacles arc, 
Where thou doet dwell ao near ! 

2 My soul doth long, and almost die, 

Thy courts, O Lord, to sec ; 
My heart and flesh aloud do cry, 
O living God ! for thee. 

3 There ev'n the sparrow, freed from vtnmff 

Hath found a house of reat; 
The swallow there, to lay her young. 
Hath built her brooding nest; 

Ev'n by thy altars. Lord of Hosts, 
Thoy find their safe abode t 
, Ind home they Jly from round the coastf^ 
Toward thee, my King, my God ! 
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'i Uap])y, who in thy houte reside, 
Where thee they ever praise ! 

5 Happy, whose streng^ in thee doth 'bide. 

And in their hearts thy ways ! 

6 They pass through Baca's thirtty vale, 

That dry and barren gi'inmd: 
As through a fruitful watery dale, 
Where springs and showers abound* 

7 They journey on from strength to strength 

JVith joy and gladaome cheer, 
Till all before our God at length 
In Sion do appear. 

8 Lord God of Hosts ! hear wm my prayer, 

O Jacob's God ! give ear : 

9 Thou God, our shield, look on the face 

Of thy anointed dear. 

10 For one day in thy courts to be. 

Is better, and more blessed. 
Than in the joys of vanity 
A thousand days at best. 

I, in Uie temple of my God, 

Had rather keep a dooiv 
Than dwell in tents, ctnd rich abode. 

With sin for evermore. 

1 1 For God the Lord, both sun and shield* 

Gives grace and glory bright; 
No good from them shall be withheld* 
Wliosc ways are just and right. 

12 Lord God of Hosts! that reign'tt on high; 

That man is truly bless'd. 
Who only on thee doth rely. 
And in thee only tett 
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P8ALM LXXXV. 

1 Tit Und to favour graciouBly 

Thou hast not, Lord, been slack ; 
Thou hast from hard captivity 
Returned Jacob back. 

2 The' iniquity thou didst forgave 

7%ai torought thy people woe ; 
And all their sin, that did thee grieve. 
Haft hid where none ahall knvw, 

3 Thine anger all thou hadtt remov'dy 

And calmly didst return 
From thy fierce wrath, which we had prov'd 
Far worse than fire to bum. 

4 God of our savinfi^ health and peace ! 

Turn us, and ui restore ; 
I'hine indigfnation cause to cease 
l'ow*rd UB, and chide no more. 

5 Wilt thou be angry witliout end, 

For ever aii^fry thus ? 
Wilt thou thy frowning" ire extend. 
From age to age, on us ? 

ti Wilt thou not turn and hear our voice. 
And us again revive. 
That so thy people may rejoice. 
By tliee preserved alive ? 

7 Cause us to see tliy goodness, Lore], 

To us thy mercy shew ; 
Thy saving ht^alth to us aflbrvl, 
-^hui life in nn renew. 

8 Jlnd now, whui (io<l the Lord will spcuk 

I will ^/v; Htvaiif/u and hear, 
For to his people he speaks peace. 
And to his suint» j'uil <leav. 
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lis dear saints he will speak peace ; 
ut let them never more 
im to folly, but turceaee 
'o tre»p€U9 at before, 

sly, to such as do him fear 
dvation is at hand ; 
. glory shall ere Ung appear 
'o dwell within our land. 

cy and Truth, that Umg -were tm9t% 
ow jotjifvlly are metj 
et Peace and Righteousness have kiss'd» 
nd hand in hand are tet, 

th from the earth, like to a Jlormer, 
lall bud and blossom then ; 
. Justice, from her heavenly bower, 
ook down on mortal men, 

: Lord will also then bestow 
'hatever tiling is good ; 
land shall forth in plenty throw 
cr fruits to be our Jbod, 

>re him Righteousness shall gv), 
U royal harbinger : 
n will he come, and not be slow ; 
is footsteps cannot err. 



PSALM LXXXVI. 

gracious car, O Lord! incline, 
lear me, / thee pray / 
am poor, and almost pine 
th need, and xad decay. 
IT. r f 



3 FMMn»flqr«Pttli IbrliuKrAittbd ■■■: 
Tliy w»yi^ Mid loive ^ jmtf '• ' - ■ 

Wlioaiiiiiitlicedodirtnit. . 

3 FStjr me^ liocd^ ftv ^US^ liube i .. '^ • 

4 laJls O iiiak%rejoto» . 

Tlqr Mftuif • tonlt fbr, Lbtd» to Hwe - 
I lift my toul ofuliMicr. 

5 For thoa art goody thou, Lotd! irtpnw 

To pardon^ tluNi to all 
Ait'ftdl of metcfg tboa.dlme 
To them tiiait on thee call, 

6 Unto nif aoppiicatiaoit I^ilRdi .% 

^ve esTy wad to due cijr . , ~ ^ 
Of my IsctfiMmf pngnsn id^fvd 
Thy hearing gracioiiily. 

7 l,m the day of my diatrea^ 

Will call on thee fir aidg 
For thou wilt grant me free accetSf 
And answer vfhat Iprag'd. 

8 Like thee among the goda ia none, 

O Lord; nor any works 
Of all that other godf hofve done 
Like to thy glorinua worka. 

9 The Nations all whom thou hast made 

Shall come, and aU jfhall frame 
To bow them low before thee. Lord, 
And glorify thy Name. 

10 For great thou art, and wonders great 
By thy strong hand are done ; 
Thou, in thy everlaatinff seat, 
Remsdnest God alone. 
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:h me, O Lord, thy way moet rig'ht,' 
i thy trutli will bide ; 
ar thy nunc my heart unite, 
ahall it never slide. 

i will I praise, O Lord my God! 
fe honour and adore 
my whole heart, and blaze abroad 
y Name for evermore. 

jp*eat thy mercy is tow'rd me, 
i thou hast freed my soul, 
fVom the lowest hell set free, 
m* deepest darkness foul, 

k1, the proud against me risc« 
d violent men arc met 
ek my life, and in tlicir eyes 
fear of thee have set. 

iiou. Lord, art the God most mild, 

idiest thy grace to shew, 

to be ang^y, and nrt styVd 

st merciful, most true. 

irn to me thy face at lengthy 

d me have mercy on ; 

thy ser\'ant give thy strengtli, 

d save thy handmaid's son. 

e ngn of g^od to me afford, 

d let my foes then see, 

3C asham'd : because tliou. Lord, 

St help and comfort mc. 

PSALM LXXX VII. 
o the holy mtmntains hisrh 
lis foundation fust ; 
e seated in las sanctuavyt 
J temple there is placed. 
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2 Sion'B ybtr gates the Lord lovet more 

Than all the dwellings /oir 
Of Jacob's land, though there be storey 
And aU raitkin hit care, 

3 City of Gody most glorious things 

Of thee abroad 9Te spoke ; 
4 1 mention £g3rpty where proud king^ 
Did our forefatherB yoke : 

I mention Babel to my friends 

Philistiaytfg oftcom ; 
And Tyre with Ethiops* uinuttt ends, 

Lo this man there was bom : 

5 But twice that praise thaU in our ear 

Be said of Sion Uiat ; 
Tins and this man was bom in her ; 
High God shall fix her fast. 

6 The Lord shall write it in a scroll 

That ne'er shall be out-worn. 
When he the nations doth enrol. 
That this man there was born. 

7 Both they who sing, and they who dance. 

With sacred songs are there ; 
In thee fresh brooks, and soft streams glance, 
Arid all my fountains clear. 

PSALM LXXXVffl, 

1 Lord God ! that dost me save and keep. 

All day to thee I cry ; 
And all night long before thee weep. 
Before thee prostrate He. 

2 Into thy presence let my prayer 

With sighs devout ascend; 
And to my cries, that ceaseless are. 
Thine eair vdth favour bend. 



T&AVSLATIOKS. 34l 

3 For, cloy*d with woes and trouble sore, 

Surcharged my soul doth lie ; 
My life, at Death's uncheerful door^ 
Unto the grave draws ni^h. 

4 Reckoned I am with them that pass 

Down to the dismal pit ; 
I am a man, but weak, alas ! 
And for that name unfit. 

5 From life discharged and parted quite 
Among the dead to Sleep,- 
And like the slain in bloody fight. 
That in the g^ave lie deep. 

Whom thou rememberest no more. 

Dost never more regard. 
Them, from thy hand delivered o'er. 

Death's hideous house heUh barred, 

6 Thou in the lowest pit profound 

Hast set me allforlorTt, 
Where thickest darkness hovers roun49 
In horrid deeps to mourn. 

7 Thy wrath, /row -which no shelter saves. 

Full sore doth press on me ; 
Thou break'st upon me aU thy waves. 
And all thy waves break me. 

8 Thou dost my friends from me estrange 

And mak'st me odious, 
Me to them odious, ybr they chancre. 
And I here pent up thus. 

9 Through sorrow, and affliction great. 

Mine eye grows dim and dead ; 
Lord ! all the day I thee entreat. 
My hands to thee I spread. 

r£2 
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10 Wilt thou do wonders on the dead P 

Shall the deceas'd arise, 
And praise thee /rtm thHr Uathtome bed 
With pale and hollow eyet ? 

11 Shall they thy loving kindness tell, 

On whom the gprave hath hold? 
Or they, who in perdition dweUt 
Thy futhfulness unfold? 

12 In darkness can thy mighty hand 

Or wondrous acts be known ? 
Thy justice in the ghomy land 
Of dark oblivion ? 

13 But I to thee, O Lord! do cry, 

Ere yet my life he %pent / 
And up to thee my prayer doth hie 
Each mom, and thee prevent. 

14 Why wilt thou. Lord, my soul forsake. 

And hide thy face from me, 

15 That am already bruis'd, and shake 

With terror sent from thee ? 

Bruis'd and afflicted, and so low 

As ready to expire ; 
While I thy terrors undergo, 

Astonish'd with thine ire. 

16 Thy fierce wrath over me doth flow ; 

Thy threatenings cut me through : 

17 All day they round about me go. 

Like waves they me pursue. 

18 Lover and friend thou hast remov'd, 

And severed from me far : 
They^y me now whom I have lov'd, 
And as in darkness are. 
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PARAPHRASE ON PSALM CXIV. 

i» and the following' Ptahn toere done hy the Author 
atjyUenyewrooUL 

UN the bless'd seed of Terah's faithftil loiiy 
er long toil, their liberty had won; 
i past from Pharian fields to Canaan land, 
1 by the streng^ of the Almighty's hand ; 
lovah's wonders were in Israel shown, 
pndse and glory was in Israel known : 
ftt saw the troubled Sea, and shivering fled, 
i sought to hide his frotfa-becurled head 
N in tiie earth; Jordan's clear streams recoil, 
a fidnt host that hath re^ eiv'd the foil, 
e high huge-bellied mountains skip, like rams 
tongst their ewes ; the little hills, like lambs. 
\y fled the ocean ? and why skipt the mountuns P 
ly turned Jordan tow'rd his crystal fountains ? 
dee, Earth ; and at the presence be aghast 
him that ever was, and aye shall last ; 
ftt glassy floods from rugged rocks can crush, 
cl make sofl rills from fiery flint-stones gush. 

PSALM CXXXVI. 

r us, with a gladsome mind, 
ise the Lord, for lie is kind ; 
■•or his mercies aye endure, 
;r faithful* ever sure. 
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Let U8 blaze his name abroad. 
For of gods he is the God. 

For his, Uc, 
O, let us his praises tell. 
Who doth the wrathful t3rrants quell. 

For his, Uc, 
Who with his miracles, doth make 
Amazed Heaven and Earth to shake. 

For hi^ Uc, 
Who, by his wisdom, did create 
The painted heavens so full of state. 

For his, Uc, 
Who did the solid earth ordain 
To rise above the watery plain. 

For his, Uc, 
Who, by his all-commanding might. 
Did fill the new-made world with light. 

For his, £^c. 
And caus'd the golden-tressed sun 
All the day long his course to run. 

For his, &c. 
The homed moon to shine by niglit, 
Among^ her spangled sisters bright. 

For his, &c. 
He, with his thunder-clasping hand, 
Smote the first-bom of Egypt land. 

For his, i^c. 
And, in despite of Pharaoh fcD, 
He brought from thence his Israel, 

For his, Uc. 
The ruddy waves he cleft in twain 
W the Erythraean main. 

For his, 6fc. 



The floods stood still, like walls of glaas, 
While the Hebrew bands did pass. 

Pop his, &c. 
But full soon they did devour 
The tawny king with all his power. 

For his, £^c. 
His chosen people he did bless 
In the wasteful wilderness. 

For his, &c. 
In bloody battle he brought down 
Kings of prowess and renown. 

For his, &c. 
He foil'd bold Seon and his host. 
That rul'd the Amorrcan coast. 

For his, £^c. 
And large-limb'd Og he did subdue. 
With all his over-hardy crew. 

For his, &c. 
And, to his servant Israel, 
He g^ve their land therein to dwell. 

For his, &c. 
He hath, with a piteous eye, 
Beheld us in our misery. 

For his, £^c. 
And freed us from the slavery 
Of the invading enemy. 

For his, &c. 
All living creatures he doth feed. 
And with full hand supplies their need. 

For his, &c. 
t^et us therefore warble forth 
His mighty majesty and worth. 

For his, &c. 
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That his miiiaion hath on high 
Above the reach of mortal eye. 
For his mercies aye endure* 
Ever fttthful, ever sure. 
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